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PICTURE OF PARIS. 


CHAP. CXXIV 


M. A. C. L. 

W E read thcfe four letters, in great capitals, 
on the front of a number of houfes, which 
mean, “ Matfoit ajfuree contre rincendie.” • But a 
Sans-culottc took it into his head to interpret 
them in this wav; ** Marie Antoinette cocufic 
" Lcuh." 

• This licentious buffoonery did great prejudice 
to the king, who was rendered ridiculous by the 
arrangement of a few letters, and thefe tw.o lines 
])arodied from Voltaire, and which were fome- 
limes ifuck up at the ccyncr of ftreets : 

Les comes ne font pas ce qu’tm vain people pente| 
lls furent tous coraards, tow ces beaux rois de Franfed. 


VOL. II. 
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KEW riCTURE OF PARIS. 


* CHAP. CXXV. 

THE CITY OF PARIS IN RELIEF (MONUMENT 
SEEN AT THE PALAIS ROYAL.) 

f 

If the French Revolution be the greateft, the 
moft extraordinary event, which has taken place 
in the empire of the world, and the moft memo- 
rable w'hich the archives of time and the pages 
of hiftory fliall preferve to the lateft generations, 
we fliall love without doubt to contemplate the 
point where it took birth, and where was hoift- 
ed, for the firft time, that national cockade 
which will make the tour of the world ; a pre- 
di£lion which is realising every day. 

It is not good to imitate every thing, and folly 
to endeavour to paint what is beyond the power 
of the pencil ; but if, inftcad of fo many vain 
and Irerile paintings, we had •under our eyes the 
real reprefentation of the ancient cities of the 
world, of which nothing but the remembrance 
remains, we fliould perhaps difeover in their 
ftrnfture, their pofition, their locality, much to 
enlighten us refpe£ting the more or lefs great, 
the more or lefs happy, which has hitherto pre- 
fided over the deftiny of nations. 


An 
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An art'iA has made a monument^ fach as does 
not exifl, as far as I know, in an^ other city, at 
lead in fuch a degree of juttnefs and fuperiorlty; 
it is the plan of Paris in relief of that great 
human hive, where fo many contrary elements 
live and ftruggle. What fliould we not give to 
contemplate, in the fame proportion, the opulent 
and fuperb Tyre ; Thebes with its hundred gates j 
the flourilhing Alexandria j I^erfepolis j Babylon 
with its hanging gardens j Palmyra, whofe ruins 
Hill kee^ us in ceftafy j Carthage and antient 
Rome, now almoft effaced ? Art might have im-* 
mortalized thefc cities, and conveyed them down 
to us J and if the miffionaries of China, inftead 
of their myftical nonfenfe, had fketched and fent 
\]s Pekin or Nankin, how would they have 
awakened our attention ! Of what importance 
to us the city which they promife us in Africa, 
and which is announced to us as three times 
greater than London *, if they cannot tell us its 
greatnefs, and its relative proportions to the 
cities with Which we are acquainted. 

It is a happy, new, and bold idea, the con- 
ception' of thia figurative, or rather animated 
plan, which places in our view an immenfe capi- 
tal, fliews us all its various fornft, negleds no 

* The city of Houfa ; it is fituated towards the fouth-eaft 
of the city of Tomba£to, on a river oppolite to that of Sene- 
gal, in the latitude of nearly 15 degrees. 

B 2 


details. 
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details, fo that the eye wanders through the finu- 
ofities of tlie moft obfeure ftreets, vifits the 
fquares, enters into the walks, and recognizes, in 
a circumference of forty-five feet, the houfes, 
buildings, palaces, fquares, and crofs ways in a 
.proportion truly geometrical. ITiis flender mo- 
nument, though compofed of wood and paflc- 
board, may perhaps efcajiie the feythe of time, 
and equal, like the pyramids of Egypt, the dura - 
tion of ages ; and this.piflure, in the view of po- 
litics, of civil economy, of pofice, and morals, is 
much more important for the philofoplTer, than 
the faftitious and lying battles of Alexander and 
Conllantine. 1 he picture of which I fpcak (and 
it deferves the name) offers you in a circura- 
feribed fjiace the firft city, I may fay of the uni- 
verfe, from the part Avhich it has aeded, and the 
all-powerful influence which it excrcifes, and will 
cxercife (till more aflonifliingly, over the reft of 
the globe. 'I'his- Iketch excites meditation, pro- 
duces fiir])rife, and creates pleafurc and adnu- 
ration ; and the prccifion W'ith wdiich it i.s exe- 
cuted, and which is fo much the more admirable 
the nearer you obferve it, is a prqpf of extraor- 
dinary patience and ability. . 

At the d'u'il it appears a miniature, 

which grows larger as you contemplate it, and 
you perceive that immenfe and incredible mafs 
of houfes accumulated in the ccntre,^and arrange 
th^fclves in order, exciting in your mind the 

idea 
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idea of an extraordinary population, -at the fame 
time that it carries’ you back to the time of Ju- 
lius, of the Caefars, when huts occupied the place 
of palaces, and Cajfar did not then imagine that 
the inhabitants of that muddy bourgade would 
one day go to take poffeffion of the capitol, and 
revive the genius of the Catos and the ‘Brutus’s. 

The ci-devant Bourgeois recognifes the ftceple 
of his pariftj, where there is no vicafi^-t^e million- 
ary his hotel, from whence he has diflodged-a 
prince, and the Englilh garden belonging to it ; 
the woollen-draper, the corner of the ftreet which 
forms the reputation of his iftiop, where he gives 
fliort meafure ; the mechanic his workflioj^, 
\vhere his workmen lay down the law j the ar- 
chitect the two houfes which he has built, to 
make himfelf a third j the attorney’s old clerk, 
the peeping'hole of the garret which he rents ; 
the nun the gate of the convent, which opened 
at length to her willies j the young nymph, Ely- 
fium, w'here love and pleafure lead her j and the 
lover the window, from whence was thrown, 
tied to a ftoiie, the letter which caufed his joy or 
his torment. 4 make my compliments to the 
opulent houfe of the contractor for the re^iublic j 
in catamitous times he condefeended to rob the 
republic a little •, when no perfon was wiling to 
ferve it, the country is faved. I will not reproach 
him his gain&or his enjoyments. 


Yonder 
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Y onder the wife of the ex-conventional (hews 
her daughter the prifon whfere h^ unhappy fa-- 
ther, abandoned by the whale nation, and ftill a 
republican, waited that death which he had 
■braved for the intereft of liberty, and from his 
hatred to anarchy, and which he expefled for 
thirteen months every inftant of the day and 
night ; there are the prifons which were red- 
dened with human blood by clubs and fabres, 
whilft the curtain at the opera was drawing up, 
while Veftris was dancing, and all the other the- 
atres were overflowing. 

On that fide the^ftronomer difcovers the ob- 
(prvatory, that w'onderful key of the firmament ; 
he thinks he is reading in the ftars ; in thofe let- 
ters of fire he does nothing but fpell, and this is 
the reafon why he is ftill ignorant of the book. 
The man of letters, or. he who alTumes that name, 
perceives the library, where literary treafures are 
open to him, but where the immenfity and inu- 
tility of the volumes makes three quarters and 
half of the colle£tion* appear like cut ftone. 

The artift recognizes the gallery of the Louvre, 
where are arranged the piftures which excite his 
admiration arid his defpair j the foldier, the Hotel 
of Invalids, the terrn ofhisrepofe, the honourable 
rew^ of his labours ; the poet, the Fantheon, 
’whei« he will never be admitted, a temple tot- 
tering on its imprudent foundations-! the begin- 
ner 



NEW PICTITRB OF PARIS. 


.7 


ner in the career of letters ' looks for the hall of 
the national inftitute,' an amalgam hitherto un- 
known }. may it^reieinble the Corinthian met^l, 
efteemed more precious th^, -gold itfelf ! The 
philofopher frailes at the dome of that Sorbonne, 
where were feated thofe uncouth theologians, 
whom all the world has a right to laugh at to- 
day, except perhaps a profeflor of the human 
underftanding ; ' why not fay therefor)^ with the 
philofopher Montaigne, THa/ -m kwm the whole 
of nothing ! There is the college to which pe- 
dantry, driven out, •returns again, and roots itfelf 
anew by the untameable obftinacy df pedantic 
folly, efpecially when it fpeaks ex cathedra. The 
courtezan, who laughs at all writers and pro- 
feflbrs, flops before the Chinefe pavilion, where 
the gracioufly hails the nod of tlie ariflocrat, who, 
as far as concerns her, is a good citizen. The 
dancer finds at the firft glance ,, the place of^the 
opera, which he calls the SjieSacle unique, and 
which is really fp, as far as regards the dancing. 
As for the flock-jobber, wIkI never had any other 
morality than that of the fliark, he neither looks 
for nor fees any thing but the Palais Royal, 
wliere fwarin, under the colours of ufury, his de- 
vouring fry, and, as vices ar^ in union, it is there 
alfo that debauchery dHplays it5;{hame]efs feenes, 
and affrights the eye and i^e thou^t of iqp- 
defly. 
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But the man who loves his country and liberty, 
contemplates for a long time in filence what vwis 
called the Manege, that, feat of the convention 
where the republic vvas founded, that point of 
renovation which holds to' prodigy, that for- 
midable and facred point, like the thunder of the 
Ikies, -from whendc were ihot tempefts, which, 
like phyfical ftorms, ravaged and renewed the 
bofom of nature. The attentive obferver before 
this curious piece of mechanifm, early recognizes 
the fecret or hidden affeSions of individuals, 
from the objcfls which they confider with moft 
attenfion ; the old red cap itfclf trembles when 
the end of the w'and points out the place where 
Samfon coined money, where the tlatuc of liberty 
became the idol of Moloch, and he fteps away 
on one fide, not -to hear the refleflion that follows, 
and which regards him. Here the tow'ers of the 
Temple raife their lofty fpires, and remind us of 
the deftiny of the lafl king of the French,r and 
the terrible' puniflinient of perjury, which has re- 
founded to the extrfilities of the kingdoms of 
Tunquin, of Lao, and of Cochin-China. 

. At the Champ de Mars, in thofe long and cir- 
cular amphitheatres, we tecollefl: thofe four hun- 
dred thoufdnd men'featcd at the fete of the fede- 
ration, the moft fingular, the moft magnificent, 
and the moft joyous that has ever taken place ; a 
ffte above romantic defeription ; whefa the revo- 
lution. 
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lution, ftill inta£l and pure, and conformable to 
the writings of, ihe wife;^ had not been crowned 
with feipents, armed with daggers, and covered 
with a livid and hl<^y robe,. 

The towers of Notre Dame retrace the eafy 
deftru£tiog nf the catholic worfliip, the Satur- 
nalia, the Bacchjinjils of the goddefs of Reafon, 
when affes,, and mules were decked with robes 
and mitres, when they ate anchovy faJlads in the 
facred vafes, and whdn an ojpera:finger took’ the 
place of the immaculate Virgin on the cliief altar; 
but fee the Place de Grpve, where Genevieve, 
during a thoufand years the revered p^on of 
Paris, w'as burnt like DfuchaufFour and Defrues ; 
llicrc is the hotel, from whence t^^ rebel com- 
mune marched with its Henript of the, S l ft May, 
and its orator Chaumette, to murder the Con- 
vention, wluch flept under the knife. What re- 
flections ! 

But the charm of the illufion is complete, if 
provided with a magnifying glafs you diretl it 
fucceflivcly on the towe^^^and domes which rife 
above the humble houies; on the dome of the 
Val-dc-Grace, on the cupola of the porn mar- 
ket, the mint, the national treafury, whjch dif- 
gorges with fo much difficulty,, as the ftpckhold^y 
fays ; on the unequal ‘ towers of, St. Sulpice, on . 
the vaft and heavy cRlot|fe of the i^^m^ption, on 
the Luxembourg, now tlie^ direQoti^l palace, 
from whence fled tlie Pretender, never more to 

•. , rc-^ppear j 



10 NEW PICTITEE OF PARIS. 

re-appesr ; your eye returns' leveral times to tkc 
colonnade of the Louvre, the TuiJkries, the Garde 
Meuble, the MiJitaiy School, the Bourbtm- Palace, 
which its old proprietor will never more review, 
except in his dreams in the forefts of Ruffia, where 
he is gone to cxift under the humiliatipg power 
of an arbitrary monarch ; in that new hall, in 
the interior of that edifice fpoilt by the moll ig- 
norant architefts, will be reftified that frightful 
mafs of petty-fogging laws ‘which compofe every 
political fin, and which never will te reconciled 
with that liberty which 1 idolize, and where I 
hope the pechmtry of the lawyer will find no 
room i but alasl pedantry; is every where; yet 
it has never done fo much harm as at the tri- 
bune: Robefpierre was lefs cruel than pedantic, 
and all political pedants are Robefpierrifts. 

So great is. the fidelity with which each of 
thefe edifices is reprefented, that, wdth a magni- 
fying glafs, you think you fee them in their natu- 
ral dimenfions. 

Befides, the fpeQatm: ffanding on a chair dif 
covers Paris much better than he could fee it 
from the top of the tower of St. Jacques-la-Bou- 
cherie ; he embraces it in a fingle look, mfeafures 
its diameter by following, in jtheir Angular length, 
the immenfe directs of St. Mart^nnd Jacques, 

and the narrow obliquity of the adjacent ftreets, 
which form a contj^;iWitlt:tbcm. fl'he poor 
man-ldpits in filence at the; great hofpital of hu- 
2 inanity. 
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manity, yphich was ftill better entitled. La Maifou 
de Dku. Thes^e is exbcifed the uttoft advaiKed, 
the moft perfeft of all arts, - furgeiy j forgery, 
which might fay with pride to medicine, “ You 
are yet far behind me.” 

The entrance into the city on the fide of the 
barrier of Cbaillot, offers avenues of the greateft 
and moft pompous magnificence ; they are con- 
ncQed in the perfpeftive with the chateau of the 
Tuillcries, and, together, form the fineft, the 
moft aftonilhing,- and the richeft garden, which 
imagination can create, or the eye contemplate. 

The eye wanders along the circular roads of 
the Boulevards, fometimes doubled; foreigners 
judge of the gfceatnefs of our capital, of the 
beauty of its environs, of the varied elegance of 
its country houfes, in following the long Boule- 
vards, where tufted trees form in its middle a 
crown, and forround it, inftead of a rampart of 
ftone, with their green girdles. 

I.ook at thefe immenfe fauxbourgs, larger than 
ordinary cities, which have font out armies in the 
great cpochas of the Revolution ; for the people 
of the fuburbs are aflive when any commotion is 
to go forward. 

F'^reigners ball by their old name, the hotels 
of the Fauxbourg St. Germain^ now -defertcd, 
whole Inhabitants had rather creep and beg. in 
thofe courts, which deceive and defpife them, 
than unite thcmfclves to our majc^tc amd invin- 
cible 
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ciblc caufe j foreigners hover over tbefe jpxtenfivie 
gardens, where dukes and roarqaHTcs will never 
enter more, diftinguifli by their breadth the 
itrects of Bourbon and of the Umerdt/, where 
rolled the equipages of the nobility, lofc and find 
ihemfelves again, but take as guides the theatres, 
which they frequently vifit, and the twelve 
bridges, which eftahlilh the points of communi- 
cation of the north with the fguth, and the fouth 
with the north. 

Among fo many, houfes the ftranger fcarches 
in a dillant quarter the modeft habitation of the 
hero, whofe name already effaces fo many others, 
and who has not yet finiflied his great deflinics ; 
the ftranger will fay, at leaft in returning to his 
borne, 1 have fecn at length his dwelling j and he 
ftill looks in a noify quarter for the humble 
dwelling of J. J. Rouleau, exiled from the Alps, 
who wanted wood during the winter, and who 
received after his death ftatues, and the homage 
of cxpenfivc ///es. 

In fliort, the eye loves -to rove, and follows the 
different branches of the' Seine, which form the 
iflands of St Louis, Louviers, and the city ; it is 
the body of a fwallovy with the wings of an 
eagle, and it is from the city that has iffued the 
great town^ the daughter is at leaft thirty times 
larger than the mothor ; it is a dwarf that has 
produced .a giant. From this primordial point 
you foJiSkw thife majeflic courfe of the Seine, its 

fuperb 
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fuperb qjiaysj which , are i^en’ iso where elfe, the 
Ptint Neuf, which it ’WoS^ be fo ealj^^o metambx- 
phofe^ and' erefh'into i bridge in ho- 

nour of ouf generals/' The Seine fo Completely 
divides the great city, that the weight of the 
buildings on each , fide is nearly ei|ualj and the 
eye heCtates in deciding which is’the moft loaded 
with houfes. The foreftaller, who uiurps the name 
of trader^ is fixed by the Halle j It. is the mine of 
this fellow’s wealth j like the mastte ilatiel, he 
follows the quays to diftinguifli each part after 
the different kindft of merchandize which arc 
landed there ; he fixes hiS attention on the trains 
of wood and on the barges which line them j he . 
ruminates and prepares his plans Of^'monopolv 
under the eye evCn of the laws add the magi- 
ftrates, whofe vigilance and authority he fets at 
nought. 

From that point wood is cartid every year, 
which is brought in from forty leagues around, to 
feed the chimneys of the rich, tho ftoves of po- 
verty, and the little clay ftoves of. iikJigehce. 

The quays are encumbered, wifo veffels of 
wine, and the friend of' htifnani^ never reflects 
w'ithout pain, that this liquor, fo prccions ’CO tM' 
health when “it-.i#naturah> is adultterated by 
venders, ‘and arrives at:PiPis;]fo hndergo aTecOtid,;’ 
and even foraetimes a ^hird .adidterati^. 4^’* 
cbemifts 1 wbat ■ are yoa:d6ifi|^ an- an-') 
thor renders himfdf guilty : 
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in theatrical rules,' lie ' treated the next 

day by the cifticS j cb you hot take 

a walk, bri the port,'ydiSr^w hd!p in your hand, 
taftinglib marking*, and: d^outicitig*^he adulterated 
calk, - ' ■ - ' 'i* 

Ixjok whdfe the ' coal-barges are unloaded j 
where they founder, or ate overturned, the wa- 
ters of the Seine refemble for more than an hour 
the Stygian pool. 

• The fpeftator Who likes to ftudy tliis central 
point of a ’ great endpire/ thb' theatre of great 
events, the city which haij^Mbnifhed the whole 
world,' and Which w^ili be talked 'of a thoufand 
years hence aiS we talk df it to day, is agreeably 
furprHeiF wlven he places him'felf before thofe 
points of ’Vi^, Which the artift has copied with 
fo much ikill; he is nefer wearied witWadmiring 
the alioOilhing perfpteQiye of the chateau of the 
' TuUleries, whWe defpotifm, after having figned 
the' treaty of Pilnitz,- that is to fay, the difmem- 
berment and partition of France, anxious to 
feize again its ’^^eaden foeptre^ but trembling- at 
the ftroite, and. fallen into its own fnares, was 
finally fubdued j lbc& at- the moft magnificent of 
views from the' fquare formerly called Ropl to 
the Champs E^^es.'"T3ie garden of pliilElts bfiers 
confol^ibn fo him, Wlfo is sis it wete baft out of 
{he city s and the aU^s ,pf St. Mi^e/ the anti- 
podes of the baitit^ Cbailiot, HIHfeht the 
fuburbian. ;#;“view fhikf gsurden eye Of 

predi- 
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predile£Uon} I prefer.it to the proud fpot where 
wanton the ..<u1»,; thofe immoral mafter-pieces 
which ought to te ^nfioed to^nufeums^ and not 
prefented to tl^.eyM Of youth; arts which have 
too long fublifted^ at the expehce of agriculture, 
confined, negleSed, and abandoned, .and .tyhofe 
fru£iifying treafui^s have been wafted on inani- 
mate, indecent figures, ufelefe to the happinefs of 
mankind. 

The fquares, in which the ftatues of the kings 
were placed, prefen t nothing of their remains 
but the degraded and mutilated pedeftals, an 
eternal monument of the power of the people 
and the weaknefs of kings. We fraile at all the 
monafteries, emptied of their monks and monk- 
effes, and transformed into dancing, rooms, • con- 
cert rooms, and epoks fhops. The clergy were 
in poffeffion of a, third of the edifices and houfes 
of the great city ; where is this clergy,, ancient, 
rich, and powerful ? a day has deftroyed them, 
and the papal mitre, the , tiara, are fallen alfo ; 
the great Lama, or the Dalai Lania, holds good 
ftill. 

Such is the curious and inftruQ:ivc pto wjtich 
places the whole of Paris under our eyes, fuch as 
it was in. 4789, without any degradatiqp, 
with alj ita.fucceffiye augmentations. Jfee 
that if the '^volution has lopt oflF thoufands of 
heads, .it, has not injured ifs pbyficd .mais; that 
this is the fame, abroMc|y:|h^;:%Qe.:;. ^and the 

reflexion 



KEW PICTUEE of PARIS. 

reflcaioJi which tells Us that the bird paflTcs and 
the neft remains,^ fixes itfejf deeper, when we 
contemplate fo many pals^ces arfd houfes, inha- 
bited no longer by their j^fopr^tors, or whofe 
former pofleffors have been cut ofi*. 

But when BolTuct thundered at Verfaillcs be- 
fore Lewis the XIVth thefe w^ivds : “ Kingdoms 
die. Sire, as well as kings!” the prophetic 
\^ords we/'c underftood at court only as the lan- 
guage of the preacher. Boffuct feems to have 
announced the republic of France, whicli is pro- 
ceeding with a fteady pace through Europe. 

There is one thing wanting to the pcrfedlion 
of this work, which' human power cannot give 
it, and that is to fee, as in Paris itfclf, tlie mo- 
tion of its inhabitants, the crofling of cariiagcs, 
the running of horfes, and of thofc light and dan 
gerous cabriolets, ftill unforbidden ; the tumul- 
tuous concourfe of the people, of.a people pallmg 
away to their theatres, where they fee nothing 
but hells, demons, fpetlres, ghofts, bloody nuns, 
and with which they amufe themfelves, bccaufe 
they have no faith in them. 

A poftchaife will tranlport this aftouiftiing city 
to every natioii in Europe » the artift will ftew it 
to m«n, to women, to ^bildrep of d^rent coun- 
tries^ he yill procure it entrance, ^4 exhibit it 
at I^pndQn j under the gates of Madrid, 

Berii^j and Peterfburgh ; judge qf'the fprprife of 
all tBi^ jcalpus potentates, who will have no- 
thing. 
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thing to |iut in pRrallel with' it; of the afioniih* 
ment of the 6rand Ttirk,^«id &e Khan of Tar* 
tary, at the fight of ^^^^ch the^'had never 
feen but on a i^ap, Rnd no larger than a point ; 
they have heard it fpoken of as one of thofe poe- 
tical beauties which we celebrafe ip Pindaric 
odes } they will fee it face to face, and they will 
be ftupified at it; and if thefe defpots are fur- 
rounded with their courtiers, none of them will 
afk, or will dare afk. Where is the Place of the 
Revolution P no perfon ^ill lay, Shew it to hiS 
majefty. All the W)^en of foreign countries 
will figh in feeing tlU^^an of a city, where they 
would wifli ^o have been bom ; and all of them 
will fay in whifpers, Ohi it is there only that 
pleafures exift 1 it is there that our fex enjoys a 
^double liberty ! 

If the artift travels, as he has promifed me ; if 
he tranfports to diftant countries his curious mo- 
nument, he may fay to the crowd which has not 
travelled, and sidiich never will trayel : ** Here 
is that femous city which I bring you ; I put it 
under your eyes ; this city, for fo many ages paft 
the bead, the arm, the light of the wo^ !, See 
this city, fovereign by its arte, its fciences, and its 
manners, in 'adiich every thing ‘that was <^e- 
braCed has liv^, of .was'hdiii; into which, at 
the approachfiag peace, tlMMsdiole of Eurojpe will 
flow, anxious to lee places long time cele- 
brated, to vifit this fingular IpoSt, fliis citjr, glorious 

vot. II. C mother 
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mother of liberty, iffuing triumphantly from its 
bofom, as Minerva, completely armed, from the 
brain of Jupiter.* Pam was refolved to cruft a 
throne that opprefled her, and fte crufted it in 
three days : as the bomb, launched into the air, 
' never returns to the mortar, fo flavery has fled 
this proud city, never more to re-defeend : amidfl: 
the tempefls of the Revolution, and of bloody 
anarchy, Paris flood immoveable j its own fuiy, 
Jacobins excefles even, have not been able to 
deftroy it ; and the innumerable armies of coa- 
lefced kings, who were eager to devour it, have 
pafled away like fliadows; their diftant fortrefles 
are fallen, and Parts fubflfla entire •, a flight de- 
fence has driven back thofe celebrated legions, 
commanded by the kings of the North. Paris 
has fent out from its walls three hundred thou- 
iand men, and feems to have undergone no dimi- 
nution j it has chaftifed Italy and Germany, and 
Germany and Italy have alked for peace. Here 
is the powerful brain which creates, forms, and 
difleminates republics; which will make them 
germinate 'on every foil oppreffed by kings or 
olj^ga^chs; thw is the arm which ftal! execute the 
projects, which ftall throw a bridge from 
thfl'^ne to the Thames ; it has already changed 
thb feudal iace of Europe, and the greater the 
irefiflance to tlie rights of man atid of liberty, the 
greater furfeue will be covered by the regene- 
rating tditent liike a rock in the middle of the 

fea. 
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fea, which refift$ po^lir Upwea^ And holds to 
the foundation of the typtldi 'witD(i^dg a 
fand ihipwreckiS $ fi> witt iif'tfuhfift ih<.R|tlts gloiy, 
in that gloiy ariHng fTam ftpength ci mind and 
the force of arms. 

Others will ^ into eeftafies bdore thofe blac^ 
and hideous paintings a^hich are brought i^rom * 
Italy, which prefent us with fcaPcely |Miy thmg 
but what had relatjon to the catfaolia church, an 
old regime of terror, the maddening rage of ex- 
ecutioners revrived in opr days ; one would fup- 
pofe them ancient revolutionary committees, eX- 
crcifing their barbarities a Fouqaier»TinvilIe, 
under the name of Herod> of Pilate, o^.piocle- 
fian. I turn away my eyes from tl|i^ ancient 
horrors, which feCm to diminifli the new ; I had 
rather look at Paris in reHef; thefe are the kinds 
of pidures I like bell:, fach as' give me the livripg 
features of cities, and which fave their menuxy 
from deftrudion j true pictures, which ma^ the 
philofopher and the legiilator refleft'; which fn- 
fpire the mbralilt, and fipnlfh him with political 
ideas of every kind. ),lt is without doubt in this 
mode that a future generation, lets puerile 
our own, le& in love and barbarous 

images, will' meditate^, and make profound rih* 
fieftions on a Intptan eyitent and yaft 

dimenfion. , ,tj%}d the Citiaen 

Amaud s'he has mihde a pf 



* 2,0 NEW PICTURE OF PARH* 

Paris, as I have attempted in my piaure.to 
<fnr«r . mora/ ftefcA ,• and I thought that it was 
my duty to fpeak of this work, which is mifte in 
its kind. 


CHAP. CXXVI. 

BOKS MOTS OF THE TIERS ETAT. 

A NOBLEMAN of the ftates of Dauphiny hav- 
ing faid, in order to fupport the primacy of the 
nobility, I^hink on all the blood which the nobility 
has jked in battles ; a man of the tiers etat anfwered 
him. And the blood of the people JHed at the fame 
time j ^ you think it was water ? 

One of our feigneurs was one day entertaining 
his farmers, who brought him money, and in or- 
der to give himfelf an air of popularity, received 
them at his own table. At the end of the repaft, 
willing to regale his guefts, he faid to his maitre 
d*hotel. Give them fame of the tiers etat^ the name 
he gave to brandy. You are in the righty anfwered 
one of his peafants, for it is the liquor which has 
frenph and fpirit. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP, cxxvn. 


SHOPKEEPERS*' 


Shopkeepers, retailers, pedlars, every trad- 
ing clafs in genera], are more or lefs grumblers 
by chara£ter and habit; they are in continued 
oppbfition with every man who has taken any 
part in our political debates. A revolution is 
always a fcourge for the'^ generation in which it 
happens. To hear thefe perfons, one would fup- 
pofe that the revolution ought to have chofen 
any other time than that in which they live. 
Why have dangers come to affail them ? -They 
never examine whether this revolution is not 
made up of a number of revolutions, and indif- 
criminately cenfure the talents, the virtues, and 
-he vices of a crowd of individuals, lavifhing 
he names of wretches on patriots who have 
aved their country, as well as on the mohfters 
.vho have dilhonoured it by their crimes. 

They are not ailiamed of a0bciating Condor- 
et and Marat. The molt ridiculous accufations, 
he moll grofs inve£lives, iflue from their mouths 
igainll every republican. They would rather 
ee mankind the prey of eternal defpotifm, than 
indergo the ftorms which have deranged their 

trade. 
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trade. They call therhfelves friends to quiet, ^ 
and with thofe friends the iron fceptre of tyrants 
w'ould remain unfhak^ in their hands. Were 
kings revived and put in. place, they might with- 
out fear deliver themfelves up to every excefs of 
vengeance, to all the inadnefs of power. 

They are continually calling to mind the tables 
of profcription j and when the fatal carts which 
dragged the vifitims to, execution pafled, they 
looked coolly and tranquilly on thofe that were 
going to be facrificed, and honoured their con- 
llancy and their misfortune neither by a figh nor a 
regret. 

Their courage has not been put to the fame 
proof i they have never indeed reflefted wdiether 
there would be courage in braving oppreffion 
and tyranny. Arbitrary meafures, according to 
them, are fuch as order the payment of patents 
and taxes ; this is what would revive their inde- 
pendent fpirits, if they knew how to handle any 
thing except an ell, and the pen which traces the 
multiplication table. 

Devoid of every kind of political ideas, it 
matters little to them that this man is prowling 
to ereft again the bloody altars of the Maratift, 
and that, to raife up a throne annihilated by the 
general will. There are ho other vexations, ac- 
cording to them, than fuch as fall on the tradefman ; 
and as the word republicanifm is a new word, it 
was very ufelefs to create it, as well as the ca- 
lendar. 
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lendar, which haa raflily changed the name of 
thp months of the years, obliging the citizens to 
be at the expence of talent for memory, ai crime 
unexampled, a criminal fyftem, and a complete 
piece of extravagance. Such is tjie cant of the 
lliopkeeperS, and in this clafs I reckon the no- 
taries. The pen-gentry are thofc who have the 
narroweft ideas j and notaries, above all others, 
have thicker heads than could have been allowed 
even under the new order of things. 


CHAP, CXXVIII. 

ARRESTATION. 

Linguet, who proferibed this word, wiflied 
us to make ufe of that of arritement, Linguet 
was in the wrong. VVe ought never to employ 
4his word, but in fpeaking of things j we ought 
to fay, for example, the arr element (the flopping) 
of the courfe of a rivulet j the flopping of a car- 
riage at the door of , a houfe. The word arref- 
tation is applicable only to perfons arrelle^ by 
order of a conllituted authority. Neverthelefs, 
when proofs were difeovered of the treafon of 
Gabriel Mirabeau, whom Conde called a great 
man and a great fcomdrelt and when the propo- 

lition 
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fition was difcufled at the National Convention, 
to exhume from the Pantheon the aflies of tfris 
deputy, who fold his genius to the higheft bid- 
der, Pierre Manuel, after having defended the 
memory of his friend, terminated his difcourfe by 
faying, that the Convention ftiould limit itfelf to 
putting his memory in anejiatmi. At the time 
when the decree, which ordered the arreft of 

. -'-I-, ' 

JuJjfteSed Jterjons^ appeared, it was perceived with 
terror, that by the definition which it gave of 
what was to be underitood hy^ftrfj^edy there 
w^ no one whom the Committee of Public 
Safely, whom the Revolutionary Committees, 
vvhom thp viceroys in, the departments, might 
i»ot dedgre fuch. The execution followed clofely 
the promulgation, of this law, which imprefied 
the marks of ilavery, on the front of liberty. 
TTie fear of being denounced as fufpefted forced 
fome to abandon their homes, and dive into 
foreftsj while others, after having made their 
will, buried themfelves in caverns. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. CXXIX. 

SOISSY D^ANGLAS. 

SuRNAMED Boifly Famine. He was maitie 
d’hotel to the kiil|;'s brother, penfionaiy of the . 
court : he feemed to me, while he was fpeaking, 
to be always holding a napkin under his arm, as 
I have feen Paftoret hold his parliamentary robe, 
which fell down to his heels. 

We are not yet certain whether this Boifi^ 
d’Anglas was not in accord with the aflfaffins 
Ferand, when he appeared fo unihaken in lalut> 
ing the bloody head which was offered him, and 
when the balls of the blunderbufs pierced the 
wainfcot four feet diftant from him. Faithful to 
the plan of the royal re-aSion, he battled for it 
till the 18th of Fru6tidor, when his part ended. 

.„He had figned th^ proteft of the feventy-three. 
Quite aftoniihed at having done an a^ of cou- 
rage, or rather from fear, he begged to have his 
fignature effaced. This favour was granted him 
from contempt. 

The idea of organizing a famine was not new ; 
the cou^had fometimes made ufe of it. During 
the furamer of the year three, Boifiy d’Anglas 
lied like a Banere, and favoured, as one of the 

moft 
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moft aftive agents of the faaion of the Anglo^ 
manes, that difafti;ous fcarcity, by means of which 
they had hoped to have driven a faniiflied people 
. to demand a king. 

In recompence for the long fall: they had un- 
dergone/the people of Paris named him deputy i 
and his name was the firft on the lifts which 
tvere fent into the departments. When I fay 
the people of Paris, I mean t* fpeak of the fec- 
lioiis, which feemed agreed with the foreign 
cabinets ; fo much in oppofitiem wore they to 
the genius of that liberty, which created fo many 
prodigies. 

A^hth this BoilTv d’Anglas was connci'tctl that 
execrable Aubr), the molt cowardly and vih'ft of 
men, and who already believed himfclf a fecond 
Monk; bnt who, without ability, without un- 
uerftanding, not having even the momentary 
audacioufnefs of a confpirator, obtained a terri- 
ble influence after the days of Praircal. lie 
broke Buonaparte’s coinniiflion. 

This Aubry was the feJ^rge of the FrcncK 
armies, difniifting with frigid infolence all the 
brave republican officers, whom he replaced by 
knights of the poignard, by body guards, and 
other people devoted to the caufe of royalty. 

. Never was the republic in greater danger 
than at the time’ of the operations of this artful 
and cold-blooded wretch, who fettered the valour 
of our troops j and it was time that the 18 th 

FruSidor 
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Fraflidor overthrew thofe Clichiaos, who were 
all, under the guidance of the in^mious Carnot," 
about to betrky and dye their country^ in blood. 
We muft alfo obferve, that Boiffy d’Anglas 
and Aubry were amongft the royal pamphleteers, 
and the moll contemptible and moll wretched 
fcribblers of the faSion. 


CHAP. eXXX. 

TREATED LIKE A DOG. 

An expreflion which circulated in converlation 
in the firft years of the revolution, and the origin 
of which is unknown. 

Under the old .regime, the treafury penfions, 
which were called royal, amounted to more than 
an hundred millions. Obferve, that thofe granted 
to the ancient fubjefls of the roya/ academy of 
mufic amounted to more than two hundred fe- 
venty-eight thoufand livres ; and.that a penfion 
of fix thoufand livres was given to the hair-drefler 
of Mademoifelle d’Artois; who, having died at 
three years of age, bid no ’hair to drefs. But 
note alfo, that the government became economi- 
cal in certain circuiiiftances. For initlance, the 
brave Aude, who made general Ligonier prifoner 
' in 
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in the battle of Laufeld, and who contributed to 
•"gain the vi6lory, had a penfion granted, him by 
the royal' treafury of two hundred livres. From 
economy, however, they took care, by way of 
referve, to reduce it to an hundred and eighty-eight 
livres three fous, which they totally forgot to pay 
him. A circumftance by the way, which proves, 
that under the old r^ime our brave foldiers 
were treated with much lefs humanity than his 
majefty's dogs. Look at the account given in 
1788 ,. by the calotih de Briennej and there you 
will read, For the maintenance of his majefty's 
" dogs, at eight fous £x deniers a day for each 
** dog, forty thoufand livres. For the furniture 
of the faid dogs, ten thoufand livres a year.” 
Now the pay of a foldier amounted at moft to 
fix fous a day. His majefty’s dogs, therefore, 
were better treated than the foldiers, who Ihed 
their blood, to defend what he called his rights. 
There was not a foldier who would not have faid, 
that he would have been very happy to be treated 
like a dog. . 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. CXXXI. 

MOSCAOIKS. 

A KIND of men, whofe bufinefs it is. to wear 
an elegant or ridiculous drefs, and whom the 
beat of a drum metamorphofes into women. 
" The fon of the- Czar Peter I. burnt one of his 
** fingers,” fays one of our writers, “ in order not 
** to do the work his father exa£l:ed from him.” 
We have feen a Mufcadin cut off bis thumb to 
avoid carrying arms againit the enemy : he ought 
to have kept it to handle the needle or diftaffi 
Thefe perfonages form the contrail of the filthy 
Jacobins. One would have thought that a fpi- 
rited fet of young men would have embraced re- 
publican principles ; but thefe young men were 
rich, and wifhed to diftinguKh theihielves from 
thofe they called blue-coats. The Mufcadins were 
laughed at, drubbed, and kicked, wherever they 
went with their do^*s~ears^ and their hair turned up 
•with a comb t to brave the republicans. If they 
had the advantage, it was^ vcry feldom, and then 
they were four againft bhe. Th^ the ipya^ 
when out of hearing, but the eini|^^^;!^^pire 
them ilill more than they deleft 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. CXXXH. 

PUBLIC SPIRIT. 

, Nothing is more amuling than the efforts of 
writers to determine predfely what is public Jpi~ 
rit. Every one is defirous of 6xing it in his co- 
terie, or in his newfpaper. 'This man fell into 
the party of oppofition without knowing it, 
the other ferved the government by his iiiconfi- 
derate fpeeches, and without wifliing it. 

It was impoilible that there ihbuld have been 
any public fpirit in thofe great commotions, or 
at leaft to find out precifely where it was. The 
fenfible and tranquil portion of citizens perhaps 
in fecret reafoned thus : ** Let us take patience 
frpm a fpirit of reafon arid calculation ; the word, 
that could happen would be, not to be badly 
governed, but not to be governed at all,*' The 
word public fpirit has therefbre had at Paris and 
elfewhere very different acceptations. The ob- 
fervers, if 1 may lb exprefs it, placed their fingers 
on the thermometer when they confulted it, and 
took for the tempefiture of the air the greater 
or lefs heat of their hands. Ten who fpeak 
make much more noife than ten thoufand who 
hold their tongues, but the noife goes off. 
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To feel the Jmlfe of the puhiic wmd requires a 
very fine touch. We rauft examine accurately 
if the motion be in proportion to the noife; 
and fubtraft afterwards /roni the calculation 
every thin^ which is due to the being drawn on, 
and to the effe& of example. 

An office of public fpirit was once formed, 
every thing was picked up that was faid at the 
coffee-houfes and theatres j but the next day it 
had another verfion j for what is called fpirit of 
oppofition is innate amongft the Parifians. One 
man cries out fire, in order to extinguifli it ; ano- 
ther, to plunder the houfe. It is not public fpirit 
which reigns at Paris, but the fpirit of criticifm. 
A inongft the drawing-room gentry, the firft affair, 
they daily demand, is amufement. Nothing lefs 
amufing than praife. Satire is much better fitted 
to pafs an hour or tw'o gaily j it dips its little 
arirows in every acid ; gay in the circle, tenacious 
in coffee-houfes, bawling at the Halle, laughing 
or crying every where, but having every where 
•for its bafis a fpirit of contradiftion,- which nc- 
ccffarily excludes that common hUet'eft^ which is 
the intereft of the whole. 

The revolution has often been a theatre, in 
which Paris was divided into two claffes j one 
which afts, the other w'hich fits in the galleries, 
judge, as at the Circus, of the Ikill and ftrength 
of the combatants. 


4 


Hence 
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Hence thofe forties, who pever wdcomc the 
i^ews of our viSoriesji ■ hence ^ tho^e habitual de> 
claumers, w1k> are always to every 

thing wiflxed for by the wile.* ■ - 


CHAP. CXXXIII. 

KATIONCULE. 

The city of Geneva, which forms a republic 
and a feparate llate, is a point fcarcely percep- 
tible. Neverthelefs this Nationcule, the moft 
contentious in Europe, has given birth to a 
crowd of individuals, who have agitated what- 
ever countries they have been received and em- 
ployed in. 

Public liberty owes much to M. Necker ; and 
it is the height of injultice not to feparate him 
entirely from the enemies of republican princi- 
ples. What we have to reproach him with, is 
having done what every man did at that time ; 
having attempted to reconcile certain principles 
with thofe of liberty, which were irreconcileable. 
He enjoyed afterwards too great an eclat, too 
proud a day, when all the people of Paris pro- 
Itrated themfelves as it were before him, as be- 
fore 
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fore a prote6for. It is of the effence of repub- 
lican government not to think that its fafety de- 
pends on Themiftocles, or Scipio, but on the 
nation itfelf, which bears within it the imperifli- 
able principles of liberty. We always thought 
that M. Necker wanted to monarchife the re- 
public, and this inculpation has made us forget 
all the former fervices which he has rendered the 
country. 

When we reflect that Roufleau, native of the 
< ity of Geneva, would, had he been alive, have 
been dragged to the guillotine ; and that after bis 
death, he has been made a political faint, we 
mull reflefl a little in order' to appreciate in a 
jiift manner the praifes and infults of men, and 
judge on what all that depends. 

, Clavicre, another enlightened man, killed him- 
felf in order to prevent his execution, and pre- 
ferve to his family a fortune, which by this means 
i/fcaped confifeation. 

The Swifs who defeends from his mountains, 
to go and fell his fervices and his blood to the 
defpot who pays Iiiin the deareft, is not worthy 
’^lic title of, republican j ftill lefs the calculating 
hanker, who heaps up gold in his tons, and who 
comes to Paris only for that purpofe. 
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CHAP. CXXXIV. 

ADULTERATED WINES. 

Paris, wliofe fupcrfices contains within its 
ram})arfs only three millions feventy-three thou- 
hind and ninety fcjuare fathom, and whofe popu- 
lation is at leait feven hundred thoufand fouls, 
confumes annually four hundred fifty thoufand 
rauids"* of wine, not comprehending brandy, beer, 
and c} dcr. 

Whether therefore the vines of Burgundy, ot 
Champaigne, of Languedoc, and Roufillon, be 
beaten or not by the hail, it matters little ; tlic 
quantity muft be the fame ; and, according to the 
principle of the wine-dealers, the fccret is known 
l.O'.v to make enough for every one. 

'I'he iiiofi: \illanous of all apjirenticefliips is 
that whicit is niude at the nianulacfurer of winesj 
his cellar is a practical fchool of knavery and 
cunning of cverv kind ; it is a laboratorv at leaft 
js formidable as that of a quack. 

It is there that a libertine apprentice forms 
himfelf in the art of preparing, and diftilling 
poifons i of compofing with the woods and dye- 
flulFs of the Indies, with beet-root, carrots, turn- 
ips. 


A muicl contains 300 ([naiK, 
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ips, and litharge, a mixture, which his mafter 
makes hini put into fealed bottles, under the 
pompous names of Tomre, Bourgogne^ Chamjtagney 
d'Jlicanty Madeira, and Cyjirefs. 

The lift of thofe fine and foreign wines, true 
mafter-picce of his compofition, figures in capital 
golden letters among the black bunches of the 
iron vine, which bends in clufters at the door ot 
his tavern •, it is the only vocabulary of the noted 
fols of the neighbourhood. 

It has been faid, with as much fineffe as good 
feiife, that trulh lies at ike bottom of the bottle, 
which contains happily the true juice of the god 
of joy. 'rherc is alfo truth in the adulterated 
botilcs ; it is a terrible truth ; there is death in 
the pot ! yes, death, which, like a knawing worm, 
jaftens on its prey, and flowly corrodes it. 

Mild and tranquil gaiety does not expand the 
brow of the laborious mechanic, condemned to 
th ' ufc of this traitorous liquor. A deep melan- 
choly on the contrary darkens his vifage, whilft 
he drinks it w ilhout miftruft. The poifon foon 
penetrates into his veins like a fiery ferpent, and 
tints him in a rage, 'riie exceffes which he com- 
mits in his delirium, arc owing folely to the per- 
fid.y of the vintner. 

It is not for his ow’n wine that he thirfts, it is 
for your gold. He w ill not bate you a farthing, 
but holds your money, and paffes and re-pafles 
it with his thumb j a cheat and a knave from 

D M principle, 
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principle, he takes oril/ mtoliey of good alloy 
and feldom fells you'afiy but wiiies that arc 
falfe or adulterated. 

Look at him, one hand on the jkey of the till 
of his counter, and the otbef bn the inexhauftible 
can: his head is as full of motion as that of a 
fox on the watch. He welcomes, with a knaviflr 
fmilc, the crowd that enters. ** What price, gen- 
tlemen,” accofting them j “ twenty-five, or thirty 
“ fous r” His attentive eye examines, and dif- 
tinguiflies each clafs of tiplers. 

He is more cunning than the pickpocket, for 
he knows how to cheat even the thief, by fcor- 
ing on his flate a greater number of bottles than 
he has emptied with his noify companions. 

There are three kinds of wine for the three 
principal parts of the day. The wine of the 
morning is alterant ; this is the deareft * 

The adul^'rating vintner well knows that the 
morning is the hour of houfe-painters, carpenters, 
‘maller-inal'ons, and fmiths. Their mcafure in 
their hand, they mount the tottering flaircafe of 
his drinking-room, where the only decoration 
which meets the eye, are the attributes of the 
gOd of Lampfacus, pour tray ed with charcoal. 

* Xhc price of wine is ftandalous. A- workman pays lii5 
day’s labour for a bottle ; too happy, when he is not reduced 
‘to drink that which is fold to hacknc-y-cdachmen, to the inha- 
biouits of the alley.*, thofe of the Greve, or the vagakoad beg- 

"Ibf the Fauxbourg St. Marccau. 
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The b9ttles are rapidly emptied, and the laft 
which comes is always the fibajlefti for the quart 
is reduced to fome lines more than a pint in thofb 
bottles, which feem all chofen to refolvc the pro- 
blem of the infinite' di^vifibility of matter. 

The wine of noon is diluted with river water 
in fufficient quantity, becaufe that of the morning 
has parched the throat. That of the evening is 
fpirituous, fliarpened by brandy pr fpirits of wine, 
and fometinjes impregnated with dead cat, tc 
give it body. It is the middle clafs who drink 
this, to comfort themfelves after the day’s excef- 
iivc labour ; and as it bums rather than warms 
the ftomach, it is every where vaunted •, and it is 
on this error in tafte that more than one vintner 
builds his reputation. 

How I pity the hard-working man, who bend- 
ing under his burden, and his limbs bathed in 
fweat, Hops at the door of this facj^iJegious pro- 
tauer, to alk for a poor half-quarter pint ! When 
he puts to his lips this terrible red mixture, I 
fancy I fee a man about to fwallow poifon 

It is not enough to know the fuperfices of this 
immenfe city. The cellars belonging to taveijis 
occupy three-fourths of its iubterraneous topo- 
graphy. It is intothofe labyrinths you muft pe- 

* The wine merchants of new date do not yet nux their 
%uors, becaufe they are not yet initiated in the fecret of the old. 
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nctrate, to furprife the febricator in the midft of. 
his ingredients. 

It is in vain to eflablifli duties on the entries 
of wjnej he will fet at nought the rnoft fubtle 
fcrutuiy. His wine, like tha water of Arcueil, 
wijl come into Paris through invifible chan- 
nels. 

It is the avidity of gain, more, than the infuf-' 
ficiency of the laws, which makes thofe of his 
profeflion fo intrepid, and who, being in pof- 
feflion of the fame fecret, manufacture every 
where the fame wine, brfive the fentence of the 
liquor ftandard, and the experiment of the chy- 
mift *. 

* The wines alfo in the ports are adulterated. The wine 
which is of pure growth, is deftined only for the rich. But 
let a tradefman of ' the lower order, a taylor for infiance, 
cheapen a barrel ; the wine-merchant, who difeovers him by 
his gait, and cr^ked legs, will fell him wine of Surenne for 
wine of Mdeon, * One might fuppofe that he regulates the 
pleafure of his mouth, according to the fiate or condition of 
the individual; he judges thatnt is notnedar, but vcrjtfice, 
that (uits the plebeian cockney,, fuch as will fting his palate. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. CXXXV. 

BOSSITET. 

Bossuet- compofed, fof the ufe of his pupils, 
his difcourfe on univerfal hiftoiy i in which he 
judges, in the twinkling of an eye, conquerors, 
kings, nations, crimes and virtues j and traces 
with an energetic and rapid pencil, time, which 
fwallows every thing up; the hand of God on 
human greatnefs, and kingdoms which pcrifli 
like their majlers. 

This fublime exprelEon was heard both by 
kings and priefts ; and when the inftant came in 
which the great evangelical truths were accom- 
pliflied, priefts and kings would n^her compre- 
hend nor hear them. They had only taken for 
founding phrafes, and idle rhetoric, whatever W'as 
faid in the pulpit on the fupreme will of the Cre- 
ator, who breaks thrones, and difperfes empires. 

Kingdoms which perijfi tike their maftersl Oh! 
crowned heads, remember all of ye the expreilion 
of Bofluet ! 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. CXXXVI. 

NEW WORKSHOPS. 

The daughter ot JVUcftael J^epelletier, St. 
Fargeau, when married to a rich Hollander, re- 
ceived for a wedding prefent, guefs what— — 
twelve wigs ! 

By means of thefc wigs, which are always 
worn without powder, ladies can change their 
phyfiognomy every day, and are no longer de- 
pendent on an hair-dreffer j they can prefent a 
new vifage every day to their lover, and afford 
him fometimes an agreeable furprife. Is he 
known, or fuppofed, to have a favourite, quick, 
they take her treffes, 

Baldnefs is -wliat is moft unbecoming in a wo- 
man ; fhe ought to avoid even the flighted ap- 
pearance of it. There are at prefent workfhops 
for women’s wigs, w/j/ri have almoil the elegance 
of boudoirs ; a dull of powder durft not Ihew 
itfelf. You 6nd in them a complete affortment 
of wigs, of ail fhades and deferiptitms, of all 
forms, dimenfions, and lengths. 

The wig-maker, amidft his glorious treffes, 
preffes dexteroufly with the ends of his - fingers 
th|( point of a papiUot ; he daes.not./uffer an iin- 
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ruly hair to wander from its place, he is as neat 
as his comrades are dirty. He may be faid not 
to make wigs, but to paint them. Sometimes 
he takes a fiddle,/ fings his ^ours ; and all the 
perriwigs . which furround him affume a gently 
tremulous motion; 'and feem tb applaud his tafte, 
and the lightnefs of his hand. 

It is from the eafy ^d iapid chahge of the 
hair, that Paris is become a gallery -of painting, 
renewed every inftant at the will of' the curious, 
and prefenting an affemblage of whatever is moft 
rare and original in heads of every kind. 

Orphife changes her looks three times a-day. 
In the morning Ihe is a franfparent nymph, in a 
muflin robe. Her wig has the conical form of 
a hive. She goes to breakfaft in the country ; 
that is, at Paify, 

At three flie fliines with a thoufand attraflions; 
her red (hawl makes her look lifee a butterfly 
with purple wings j her Berenice wig fixes every 
one’s attention. 

In the. evening, when the fun has difappeari^, 
the is Diana with tuckt-dp robe, and quick ftep. 
A diamond crefeent fhines above thc^e foreigh 
and jet-black hairs, which a Cmple ribbandicoh- 
fines in a knot on the back of the h^d ; her 
eyes at the opera wander in fearch of tlrOt^ of 
an ambafiador, a minifter,.'or thofe of a Grbek or 
a 'Xpfk in: feeing her ;pafs, th0( fpefitatOr- ob^^ry^s 
aloud, jthkt.'yfo is iu^ing 


I hear 
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I hear a cabriolet at a diftancc, driven with the 
noife of thunder; already the courfer, as rapid as 
the impetuous defire which governs it, moiftens 
wy {boulders with his breath. Some one bawh 

out, gare! I turn round, and fee In the phaeton a 
‘>;oddefs, with the head-drefs of the king of Sa- 
lurn. 

The women who drive the cabriolet are half 
men : whip in hand, they affeft the air, the de- 
meanour, and the voice ; but it is always the co- 
lour of the wig that regulates the tone. 

This man haunts theatres, where he can meet 
with the marvellous. He loves noife, tumult, 
horfes which prance bn the ftage, devils more 
terrible than thofe in the temptations of St. An- 
thony, and who mount up in the air with a monk 
in their claws, a capuchin,- or an attorney. He 
rauft have fpcflres, dark dungeons, the bloody 
nun, or the carnival of the feraglio. In fliort, 
nothing pleafes him more than cities befieged in 
form, affaults, cannon, comets falling from heaven 
in fliowers of fire, the Ihrill found of trumpets, or 
the rolling of drums. 
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CHAP. CXXXVIL 

TO lANTERN. 

This word fignified formerly to lofe one’s time 
in doing nothing, or in doing uothbgs. At the 
beginning of the Revolution, it lignified /o hang 
a man at the lantern irotu 

To guillotine, and guUlotine, have gained fuch an 
afcendancy, that the words lantern, and to lantern, 
are altogether out of ufe. 


CHAP. CXXXVIirr 

BRILLIANT NAMES. 

{" 

The names of Ariftides, of Plato, of Socrates, of 
Conieille, of Voltaire, of all great men, paft or pre- 
fent, are lefs illuftrious, lefs brilliant, than thofe of 
jewellers. Howfo? wdll you fay — becaufe the 
names of thofe dealers, written in letters of dia- 
monds at the bottom of their (hops, dazzle the 
eyes when you read them j they efface, therefore, all 
other names known by their fplendour: it is a fig- 

nature 
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nature which the Great Mogul only ffiould make. 
Poor profeffprs, who teach morality and belles- 
lettres, your names, in little blactc lettem, are 
ftuck up at the corner of the ftreet. The' names 
of thefe jewellers thine with ai thoufarid fires — 
they fparkle like the Ainf: it is in order to fell, but 
dear, much dearer than that of Poultier, re- 
prefentative of the people, when he puts it for 
money at the head of his incivic journal: The 
jewellers, from the fplendour of their names, at- 
tract every eye ; one might therefore fay of them, 
that they have formed a brilliant name, even ra- 
diant, in their figns, either at the Palais Royal, 
or in the Rue St. Honore, and that no name in 
the National Inftitute can enter into parallel with 
theirs. 


CHAP. CXXXIX. 

COATS OF arms; 

The ijioft decifive decree for the democrats, 
and the molt mortal againjl the ariftocrats .which 
was ever made, was that of the 19th of June 
179Q. “ No French citizen fliall wear, or caufe 
to be worn, liveries, nor have ceats,o/arm " ,, 

In 
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In tbolh days of defahtian, the nobility veiled 
the infcriptions. and escutcheons of the nobles 
with a kind of plafter coverings, as the calo- 
tins cover the face of : their faints and madonas 
in the mourning of the holy week. The nobility 
hoped, that the Revolution would not iaft lon- 
ger than this flight covering. They afted like 
the Iculptor, who. inferted the name of the prince 
in a cement of curious compofition, iM9der which 
was engraven the name of the artift, whom time 
ought to hand down to pofterity. They were 
in hopes that time would bring back their efeut- 
cheons, and continue to ennoble their race. On 
the pannels of many carriages were painted a 
thick mift, which meant that the foggy feafon 
which obllrufled the light \vould pafs away. 
One of our ariftocrats, left the people fliould not 
feize the allegory, put for a device, Ce miage neji 
quepajfayer — ^This cloud is but momentary. 

The number of ci-devant nobles was. but fmall, 
who lulled themfelves with thofe dreams; the 
greater part were not fo foolilh as to amufe 
themfelves with fuch dreams, except Capet-Conde, 

■ into whom feems to have emigrated the foul of 
M. I’Abbe. Thirty thufand men ; and who did not 
ceafe to fay like him. Give me thirty th&ufand men^ 
give me a mym of thirty thoufand men. The reft of 
the nobles regard their nobility as dead and buried, 
and the equality eftabliflied by the declaration of 

rights 
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rights makes them fufier the anticipated puniili- 
: raent of the valley of Jehofapha^. 

It is very true, that an old countefs died 
with rage upon reading the decree, though (he 
did not expire at the moment, as was laid, but 
half an hoyr after. The decree fpread the pefti- 
Icnce in hotels, and vi^as worth a real peftilence to 
the phyficians *. 

It is, moreover, the fineft part of the arifto- 
cratical gentry who were attacked with this pefti- 
lence, of which the patients expire in extraordi- 
nary ftifiings, as from an ariftocracy ftruck in- 
wards ; others wafted away infenlibly in the lan- 
guors of a confumption. This ariftocratical fpleen 
undermines, in the fame manner, the dowager 
dutchefs, the toothlefs marechale, and the young 
vifeountefs, who had flattered herfelf that when 
fhe no longer wore the colours of the convent, 
Ihc fliould feparate herfelf from the clafs of the 
vilainSy with the privilege of rouge j Ihe is defo- 
lated at not having any longer her livery, and fays, 
as in the Prodigal Son — 

Votre ecuffon, VOS gens, votrelivree 
Tout retracoitune image adoree.’* 

Some, however, confoled themfclves, fince their, 
lacqueys were left. Be it faid, to the honour of 

* It was time ; the phylicians began to complain of the di- - 
mlnution of their pra£tice« A lady laid lately to pne of themr 
It /cents to me, M. le Dofleur^ that there are not many /ch at Jire* 
Alas! Madame, hoiujkould there be^ th^ have Jiut every 

body ^^^lkr a regime.^' . i 

% 
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ihe ladies of the court in general, no perfons had 
]efs contempt for the Tiers. It is faid, they had 
in faft united the orders, long before Syeyes had 
put it in theiis. . 


CHAP. CXL. 

POINT OF VIEW. 

At a diftance, Paris is figured as peopled with 
republicans fenfible to national honour, proud of 
poffeffing the government which conquers im- 
menfe provinces, changes the fyftem of Europe, 
and founds republics j it may perhaps be fuppof- 
ed, that the celebration of the 9th Therm idor 
excites fome enthufiafm, that the days of Arcole 
and Lodi are kept with joy and pride, and that 
the thirty-firft of May is a day of univerfal 
mourning. Not at all! In general, the fliop- 
keeper, the attorney, and all the multitude who 
hold the juridical pen, attach neither their glory, 
their love, nor their remembrance, to any epocha 
whatever. Twelve hundred republicans repre- 
fent this immenfe city ; brave, generous, .lovers 
of the country, they alone, with the government 
and the good military force, woujd drivfe back the 
flavilh horde of kings, and deftroy the moft filly 
and contemptible prejudices. 


To 
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To throw out in(ults againft the Legiflative 
Body, to calumniate its members, to affe^ con- 
tempt for every thing which is done, and to do 
this without difcrimination, without difcernment 
to attribute the public immorality to what was 
only the work of the enemies of the Revolution ; 
this is what is praftifed on all tides j this is what 
gives a naufea to the well-infortaed man, affects 
the heart, and leads the true republican, arming 
himfelf fometimes with juft dildain, to exclaim, 
“ Tlie opinion of Paris is null- in politics ; we 
" muft never depend upon it, and ftill lefs embar- 
“ rafs ourfelves with any thing they fay.” 

Such is the anathema which a crowd of per- ■ 
verfe fpirits has drawm on this city ; flavith inftru- 
ments, repeating the catechifm which they have 
learnt from their priefts, and carrying confufion 
and chaos into morals and inftitutions, who fpeak 
of exclulive tranquillity, and the happincfs which 
is due to them, in preferente to all the other inha- 
bitants of the republic. Cowards ! they fcarcely 
.condefcend to notice our vifitorio.us foldiers, who 
fight their battles for them ! 


CHAP. 
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of martyrdom defcending on his head ; he grew 
pale, and exclaimed, “ Father, remove this cup 
"from mei” The cries, however, were not 
threats, but only calls " To order, to order." The 
guilty confcience of the calotin had led him to 
miftake It for fomething elfc. Suddenly the ma- 
jeftic organ filled the church with harmonious 
founds, and made everV heart re*echo the air fo 
celebrated, that of Ca ira ! ga ira ! 

Indignation was turned into patriotic joy, and 
the mover of the counter-revolution Was invited 
to fing Ca ira. He defeended from the pulpit, 
covered with ridicule, fliame, and a cold fweat. 
Summoned to do his duty by taking the civic 
oath, he haughtily refufed, and withdrew. 

A municipal officer then ihounted the pulpit, 
and faid, " Citizens, the law does not oblige this 
" man to fwear allegiance to the nation ; by his 
** Tefufal he has only incurred his difmiffion from 
" the public employ which was confided to him ; 
" he will foon be no longer our paftor, and you 
"will be called- to name another, who fliall be 
“ more worthy of your confidence.*' Thofe few 
wordSj'pronounced in the aame of the law, reftor- 
ed that refpe£l which was due to the facrednefs 
of the place, and the moft profound tranquillity 
was obferved; 
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CHAP. CXLII. 

TO . A NARROW MIND- 
■ JrgumeHtim ad hommem. 

Thou art pale with envy and jealouly; thou, 
who afpireft to all places, even thofe where thou 
wouldft be the moft unhappy of men. Art thou 
ignorant, that of all governments which nations 
have attempted, ours is that which grants moft 
to felf-love.? Whatever thou be, it invites thee i 
it invites every age, ever)* condition without ex- 
ception, without diftin£tion. Thou haft not to 
»row old before thou reachoft the feat which thou 
cdvcteft j it is not neceffary to be born a fenator 
to become fo; no one ftiould defpair at his birth 
of attaining the end which he may propofe to 
himfelf, whatever if be. The doors of the palace 
of authority are open to all amateurs. This power, 
which thou defireft, thouflialt exercife to-morrow : 
this embroidery, which fliocks thee, thou ftialt 
wear the next year j or at leaft, he to \vhom 
thou envieft it, unrobed and dreffed like thee, 
fiiall come and feat himfelf near thee on the 
benches of the parterre, and confole thee for bis 
glory of yefterday. 


* E2 
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thou art a ccnfor, and even a difficult cenfor, 
thou inayeft call him to account for his year’s 
greatnefs j thou mayeft with impunity fee liim 
from the height of thy brilliant carriage, pafs on 
foot, and ftep on one fide at the noife of thy cha- 
riotis coming ; thou wilt be to-morrow what he 
was yefterday. 

The fame men, who, under the old regime, had 
not fufficient influence or talent to become coim- 
fellors at the Chatelet, confider themfelves at pre- 
fent above every place which is not the firft. They 
attribute to themfelves every talent fit to govern, 
and imagine that it was not worth while to have 
made the revolution, unlefs they are put in pofl’ef- 
fion of riches, credit, and power. Such is the 
logicofall thofe little ambitious men who call their 
own fpirit the public fpirit, their opinion the pub- 
lic opinion j and while they ftilc themfelves re- 
publicans, unite their voices to thofe of emigrants 
and retrafilor}- priefis j and as in fubftance the evil 
is done when it is talked of, fo is evil committed 
when you are become a difturber. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. CXLIIL 

TRIC-TRAC. 

The technical words of this game are become 
expreffions truly new, from the national fenfe which 
is annexed to them. Tlie following little piece 
a[)pcared at the end of the year 1789. 

Le Roi fait une ecalc a chaquc coup. 

La Reine a toujours le dcz contraircj 
Les Princes ont trop hazards, 

La NoblelTe a pris le coin bourgois, 

Le Clergc fait la villc dc mifere, 

Le Tiers a pris fon coin par puifTance^ 

Le Due d'Orleaiis a decouvert fon jcu. 

La Aflcmblc Nationale a mis tout bas, 

La Fayette bat fon vent les deux coins, 

Les Larociic-F'oucault font en petite brcdouJlIc, 
L'Eveque d'Autun a fait la caze du diable, 

Necker a fait unc mauvaife teiiuc, ^ 

IjC ComptedeMirabeau fait Ton plein, 
liCs Parlcmf ns ont jouc- trop ferre, 

L’Armce ct ia Marine font en grande bredoulde 
l.^’S Mibic^s nationalfs ont le pavilion. 


CHAP 
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CHAP. CXLIV. 

COFFEE-HOUSE ORCHESTRAS. 

Formerly' only kings and princes of the blood 
enjoyed the fingular privilege of dining to the 
founds of mufic ; at prefent all citizens without 
diftinftion are princes and kings, and dine in fym- 
phony with flutes, horns, and hautboys. 

The bagpipe even plays in the fmoaking guin- 
guette of the Limofin, while he is fwallowing his 
porridge j but it is particularly in the fubterrane* 
ous vaults of the Palais Royal that the Academy 
of the guMze vingts attraft the crowd. 

Twelve or fifteen virtuofos of equal abilities, 
hoifted on a Parnaflus of deal boards, torture, 
your ears without mercy, and fmile malignantly at 
your martyrdom, becaufe their tympanum is 
trumpet-proof. 

This is not all : often a hair-brained Diana 
w'ith fwollen neck mouths the horn, and play.- 
'Aprejlo throughout without taking breath. 

To complete this vocal melody, a porter ftrikes 
and whips with the full fvving of his arm an enor- 
mous drum, the deafening noife of which fliakes 
or ftupifies every brain. 

At every inftant the leader of this horrible up- 
roar beats with his hand and feet, to keep in 

time 
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time his indocile raufes. TJiey are acquainted 
with np other harmony tlian the jingling of 
gJa/Jes, or that of bottles, which they break in 
tJ)c agitation of their drunkcnnefs. Brandy runs 

like Uippocreae at the bottom of their Par- 
naffus. 

You may didinguiOi there, by his impertinent 
air, more .than one Marfyas who would defy 
Apollo, and who, in his proud delirium, would 
fupport even to tlie end the punilhment of the 
flaying alive. 

Yes, thofe modern Cory bantes, who tune to 
fucli harfli founds their fqueaking cymbals, have 
the mod perfect confeioufnefs of their own ta- 
lents ; and whoever does not applaud the whift- 
ling of the drunken fluter who drivels in his flute, 
or a finger with a raven’s voice, runs the rifle of 
being infulted or ill-treated. 

Thefc are the coffoe-houfes which have brought 
about the mode of harmonical concerts, and which 
liavc made mufic the trade of all the world. 

And do we not ftill fee on the old Boulevards, 
in that coffee-room fo frequented by the people, 
a poetical cabinet placed under the orcheftra, where 
the god of wine, concealed in this fanftuary of 
genius, communicates his petulant vein to his 
implacable miniiters, and infpires his Pythonefles 
with poetic rage. 

In fhort, the vender of lemonade# proud of his 
orcheftra, pulhes his holdnefs fo far as to ereft 

a theatre 
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a theatre in full coffee excliange, where tliev iic 
tra/edvsnd comic buffoonerv. If both archumh- 
ed at alike, it is hecaufe the ipecia tors, who Cdink 
a glafs between the acts, know not how to cry. 


CHAR eXLV. 

CONSUMPTION OF PAPER. 

If the confuiuption of paper aftonifhed think- 
ing heads undc’ the old regime, that v. hich ip 
confumed under the new ought to aRoniih them 
much more. 

The liberty of the prefs, the fiiH- ihoughl of ihc 
creators of the revolution, has put the pen into 
the hand of almofl every individual which coai- 
pofes the republic. 

Dating from the enoeba in w'hichthe fiiTtfpark 
of liberty appeared to the French, a leghm of 
idle half-witted men, of arlifts ■without employ, 
of lawyers without brioti,, ])feudo-philofophers, 
priefts without benefices, phyficians without prac- 
tice, fcribbled with impunity, and mingled w'ith 
the juft caufes of complaint of the French their 
imprudent writings, both fedilious and deftrucUve 
ofmorality. 


The 
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I he proclamafjon of the rights of mnn, which 
opened a wkJe £eld to chicane abont tlys rcfpcc- 
iivc aghts ot ciii'/ens, gave birth to the right of 
petition; afterwards appeared the corifiitutlon 
of 1791, which re-wliitencd the edilicc of the tof 
icring- ftale, and diminifhed its foundations. 

Flans came in from all parts, and it was ira- 
polhblc to find rooms and boxes to ftore all thofe 
enoriHous heaps of paper. 

I'hc fale of the oftates of the clergy, the aboli- 
tion of tlie nobility and of feudal rights, the emi- 
gration of the rich and the nobles, the arrival of 
the king at Paris — all thefe caufes transformed 
the hotels of this caj>ital into offices. Every day 
new confpiraeios were hatched, every day true 
or falfe confniraturs were arrefted, and millions 
ofT(;ams of p'.por were employed for the printing 
’acds of accufatiou. 

Printers and bookfollers having multiplied with- 
out end from the abolition of freedoms and com- 
panies, denunciations and' defamatory libels be- 
came the mode, and it is from the unpunifhed 
publication of the lift ofthc cuckolds in Paris, that 
the licentloufncfs of the profs has t.aken its rife. 

The evil wliich paper has produced in the dif- 
ferent pl.afes of the Revolution is fo great, as to 
lead us almoft to wifii that it had never been in- 
vented. 

In reality, has it not feconded every effort of 
malevolence and calumny* Paper was the firft 

con- 
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confidant of the confpiracies formed againft the 
fafety ofjthe citizens, and the firft plans of the ci- 
vil war were executed by it. 

Millions of blue, violet, yellow, and red bills, 
ftuck' up every hour in the day, became fo many 
public tribunes attrafling the attention of crowds 
of people i the walls became orators, prompters 
to murder and pillage, and never were preachers 

more greedily liftened to, or more practically 

! 

obeyed. 

The inftitution of the different clubs had alfo 
its different committees, and thefe committees 
were the arfenals in which were fabricated ad- 
dreffes and petitions for the inhabitants of each 
department, by which the leaders of fa£lions go- 
verned the reprefentatives of the French, ex- 
torted decrees, or caufed laws to be rendered at 
their W'ill. What a pow'erful arm is paper ! 

Terror arofe from the ferment of political fu- 
ries j it engendered civil, criminal, and revolu- 
tionary tribunals,- and at every ftep you faw fen- 
Tences of death fix feet in length cover the walls, 
and hang like menacing fwords over every head 

Stvarms of news-carriers through the ftreets, 
bawling out the peftilential papers of hired 
fcribblers, and the polls totranfport them through 
F-rance, feemed the image of perpetual motion. 

Taper gave a fort of ubiquity to the malignant 
to execute their confpiracies j the maximum, the 
certificates of citizens, orders for bread, meat, and 

paff- 
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pafijjorts, will be long and Jailing monuments of 
the invention of the moll horrible^ defpotifm under 
the reign of liberty. 

Neverthelcfs, the creation of more than thirty 
thoufand laws, printed, publilhed, palled up, and 
fent by heaps into every town of France, docs not 
appear to have diminilhed the quantity of paper; 
nor is it exhaufted by the forty milliards of pa- 
per money which has been put into circulation. 
Since the new conllitution, how much has been 
wanted for printing the flieets which have ilTued 
from the offices of the direflory, the two coun- 
cils, the feven minillers, departmental adraini- 
ftrations, and, in fliort, from thofe of all the con- 
ftituted authorities. 

Aji Indian newly arrived at Paris, and whofe 
affairs led him to wait on a minifter, ftruck with 
thofe pyramids of circular letters which encum- 
bered the offices, did not helitaie to affert, that 
they ufed in a lingle day, in one fecretary’s office, 
more paper than was confumed in a year through- 
out the whole of his country. 

And what would he havefaid, if he had known 
w'hat no clerk is ignorant of, the unworthy ufe 
which is made of more than half the white paper, 
the purchafe of which colls fo many millions 
a-year to the government. 

The mountebanks, who in oppofition to each 
other diftrlb.ute and poll up their nollrums, fur- 
nifli us with the true fecrct of employing paper 

well, 
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welJ, which Is that of faying a great deal hi a very 
' little {pace, and filing up the page and the batk 
without Jea ving any margin. 

Where is the man of genius who will arife all 
at once to fimplify the wheels of the great poli- 
tical machine ? Who will eftablilh a fingle centre 
bf correfpohdence, without paffing through fo 
many intermediaries ? Such a one will have dif- 
covered a fine plan of economy, for the furplus 
of what government pays too much for its paper 
would be fufficient for the maintenance of the hof- 
pitals. 

Neverthclefs money would do much to cur€- 
the governors and tlie governed of the mania of 
writing. Let the government pay well,* and the 
fervice will go on without obflacle ; half the 
Cjiianllty of arms and paper would be fufficient. 
He who employs himfelf in the reprinting of ufe- 
iefs or dangerous novels is highly criminal. We 
have fo nwny good boohs ; let thofe fufiice, and let 
u5 learn to read. 

, The laws fer\c to make ficy-rockets; why are 
they not ratlicr made ^Yi(h the fliccts of the novel 
of Jmr ' 


CHAR 
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CHAP. CXLVI. 

THE0PHI1ANTHS.0PISTS. 

The hereditary chief of tlie fpirltual hierarchy, 
vvhofe terrible or bloody fccptre bent the heads 
of credulous mortals at his nod,* is burled from 
his throne. I'he worlhippcd foot of the fiiper- 
annuated god of Rome touches the earth wliich 
is to cover it ! The thunder rcmaincu powerlefs 
in his hand at the fight of the conquerors of 
ilalv. 

immortal thanks be rendered to philofophyl 
reafon triumphs ! Suj'crftition. credulity, and all 
the facerdotal juglerios give way to true religion. 
Its perfua^l^'<; voice begins to be heard in every 
heart. Soon uill this powerful religion, the 
germ of which is boni with us, be tlte only pre- 
vailing one, and Inch is that which is taught and 
profefled by the Thco-phiianthropills. 

The true friends of God and the true friends 
of men; fimplc in their doctrine, like the Apof- 
tles of Chrift ; humble like them ; like them the 
enemies of pomp and grandeur, the Theo-philan- 
thropifts infpire confidence, gain every fuffrage 
in their favour, and generalize their profelytes. 

A Their 
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the corrupted rich, who feeks and finds his god 
only in his ftrong f)ox, the poor man goes to learn 
how to be juft and compaffionate. 

Flourilhing peace will doubtlefs give more 
pomp and folemnity to this inflitution. At that 
period, a perfeft fymphony will execute in all 
its majefty the hymn to the Father of the Uiii- 
vcrfc. The little children already rept.it it in 
chorus, and the young girl fings it, WMivq her 
voice to that of her virtuous mother. 

Clothed in a robe of linen, t;, Th'. . ’ ■ r.- 
thropift Icclurer, in the pulpit of u. lead'; 
thefe fongs of joy. Innocence of nean lorund 
the fuccefs of the Chriftian rchgion. Rcafun is 
the eternal bulwark of the i.ejri of tnc beneficent 
religion of ferious republicans. 

Let the Thco-phiianthropifl'.'. guard corifnaalh 
againft admitting any maicriai 'aage into liieir 
temples j let them conncCl: all their thoughts wid'. 
the great conception of Mofe.s, who forbad cwry 
reprefentation of created tilings, much more tl.a: 
of the divinity ; let them fpeak of God os ij 
with words, and every man of fenfe will go and 
worfhip with them. 

It is right to oblerve that ancient nations were 
not idolaters, or adorers of images and liatucs. 
Lucian remarks, that the ancient Egyptians had 
no ftatues in their temples ; nor had the Greeks, 
according to Eufebius, till the time of Cecrops, 
wbo firft erected a ftatue to Minerva j and Plu- 
tarch 
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tarch alTures us, that Numa forbade the Romans 
the rcprefentation of God under the form of a 
man or an animal j and during feventy years, 
neither ftatues nor paintings of the Divinity were 
fi'cn in their temples. 


. jlAP. CXLVII. 


'>T PI’-Ci.-MAILLE. 


t'nc tal.inta;'.cin of our finall coin, \vc have 
!orgoiien M, Pince-MaiHe, of happy memory; 
we IrfihtV fartiiini^o. dcinerb, liards, pieces of two 
hitius. 'Dic loweft piece of money is a fous. 
The .'unfcquencc is, that the moft worthlefs ob- 
; .1 jnetent is worth a fous; a fous for a 
ntch, for :i fprig of mint ; and as a turnip is 
v.'crt'i a fous, there is not perhaps coin enough 
.0 procu’^e thofe kinds of commodities. What 
would M. Pince-Maiile fay to this ? He would 
lament over the degradation of his dear coin, and 
the impolicy of the meafure; and amidft our 
great money fpeculations, wc have feen that 
mercantile avidity was not fatisfied till it had 
ruined the copper coin. 

VOL. 11. F 
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The pooreft is not difpenfecl from, giving, i' 
alms, but he who has only eighteen fous can gi\t 
nothing, fince he would give more than the twen- 
tieth of what he pofleffes. The beggar lamcms', 
and is no longer heard. What is a fous ? 1 am 

afkedJ Alas ! every thing is compofed of infinitc- 
fimnls. 

Where is the time, when riling nt fix in a 
winter's morning, my arm too ihort to embrace 
my Greek and' Latin Di6dionary, I croffed the 
Font Neuf, and as a fuppicment to my break faft, 
bought a petit pate, of two Jiards j as a prudent 
fcholar, 1 had only ate my week’s allowance, 
compofed of two fous, on Friday morning, when 
the fcholar Pincc-Maille advanced me both Fri- 
day and Saturday, for the intcreft of an inch and 
half of fugar barley, which was little more than 
a quarter of a little ftick. 

We muft be more than fifty years old to foci 
the fublimity of the expreflion of St. Albin, in 
the Pere de Famille: when informed by his father 
that he has fifteen hundred livres revenue^ he 
thinks himfelf fufficicntly rich to maintain a wife 
and children. ■ 

The foreftallcTS, who call themfelves merchants, 
and who are exclaiming that tnide is ruined, 
would not wifli to fee German kruflzers amongft 
us. With the little coin have difappeared all 
the little cakes, the delight of infancy, and fome- 
times even of j'outh j for want of little monej^ 

there 
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there are no longer any of thofe unexpected en* 
joyments, of thofe luxurious temptations at the 
light of fruit ftalls j children can no longer pur« 
chafe a Angle pear in fummer, or burn their 
pockets with chefnuts in winter. 

Aniidfl our high money fpeculations, we do 
not think of the inhnite-Amals which govern the 
whole world i and the tradefmcn of Paris, who 
are neither wanufafturers, nor merchants, but 
foreiiallers, think that every thing would go well, 
if the leaft piece was of fix fous ; and if every 
plumb, which they fend for from Tours, tvas fold 
by tlicm at five fous a-piece. 


CHAP. CXLVIII. 

INVENT OF THE PLAIN OF CRENELLE. 

Misfortunes never come Angle. The burn- 
ing of the abbey, and the terrible event of Gre- 
nelle, near Paris, feem to juftify this proverb. 
On the 14th of FruClidor, at a quarter after feven 
in the morning, the powder magazine blew up. 
The explofion took place at firft by a great ftroke, 
which was immediately followed by feveral other 
very fmart ones, which made the houfes tremble 
F 2 as 
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as if fliook by an earthquake. Every window 
inftantly burft open, and men and women, filled 
with, terror, were alking each other from whence 
the noife came. An immenfe column of fmoke, 
which arofe on the weftern fide of the city with 
terrific majefty, foon gave the fignal of fomc 
great and fingular misfortune. At nine the mu- 
tilated corpfes of the w’orkmen, who were vic- 
tims of the explofion, were brought into the city 
on biers. The ftreet of Crenelle St. Germain 
was filled with women, making lamentable crie.y, 
and ruhning to look after their hufbands, dead or 
wounded. There are no colours dark enough 
to paint the ravage caufed by this explofion. 
Figure to yourfelf the ground where the maga- 
zine and workfliops were placed, buried under a 
mafs of calcined Hones, the wrecks of beams, of 
planks torn nito a thoufand piec es, and heaped 
confufedly on each other; in the raidft of thi.s 
' frightful difordcr, the carcafics of horfes firuck 
dead at the moment of the eruption ; cart-wheels 
torn from their axes, fplit in pieces ; the houfc 
and laboratory ftill franding in a moft fiiattcred 
fiate, but preferving the femblance of a. building, 
as if to indicate the meafure of the dreadful force 
of the powder. 

The magazine was furraunded with gardeners 
grounds ; every thing was ploughed u|), over- 
turned, difperfed, confounded; nothing was feen 
but one ftone on another; their houfes feemed 

abfolutcly 
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ahfolutely dcfcended under ground j the roofs 
were beat in, the tiles carried away, or almoft 
reduced to powder j the furniture, the kitchen 
utenfils, diffeminated on every fide; the trees 
ftripped of their branches and iliattcrcd ; the 
fruits of the labours of thofe unfortunate men, 
fuch as melons, pumpkins, cucumbers, French 
beans, which were about to be gathered in, were 
dcvaftated and loft without refource. Each one 
contemplated with tears in his eyes this horrible 
calamity, without fpeaking, without daring to atk 
the number of the dead and wounded *. 

The misfortune was engraven in cliaradfers of 
fire and blood on the foil. The ramparts of the 
Champ de Mars were in part overturned, or re- 
moved from their foundations. The trees planted 
around were whitened by torrents of dull; others, 
fplit from top to bottom, were ftript of their 
leaves. From under heaps of ftones were drag- 
ged out morfels of human flefti, men’s heads 
fmadicd. Tliat vaft inclofure, wdiich in the glo- 
rious days of the revolution offered the delightful 
fpettacle of the re-union of the French people 
free, prefented nothing in this fatal day but the 
horrible image of deftruflion and death j the 
field was covered with nothing but black planks, 
great beams and ftones, and feeraed like an erup- 
tion of Vefuvius. 

* They were taken off Immediately, and tranfported to the 
ucareft hofpitals. 
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It was obferved that few people, whole ap- 
pearance denoted eafy circumftances, went to ice 
this . difafter. Neverthelefs afliftance was as 
fpeedy as the evil had been fudden. To all fuch 
as travelled the Gros Paillon it wore the appear- 
ance of a place that had undergone a bombard- 
ment. There was not a whole glafs in a Tingle 
window. The windows of the dome of the in- 
valids, and thofe of the church, were fliattcred i 
the military fchool fuffered alfo confiderable da- 
mage. The commotion was felt at Verfailles, 
St. Denis, Goneffe, Luzarches, and many other 
places. Coats and caps were found on the top 
of Mount Martre, 

Rich as w^ell as poor gave their mattrefles to 
tranfport the wounded to the hofpitals of the 
Gros Paillon and the Invalids. The number of 
the dead was unhappily too confiderable. I'he 
greater part of the citizens were convinced of it 
by their own eyes ; and we were fcandalized at 
the cowardly falfehood of certain reprefentatives 
of the people, who publithed in the flreets of 
Paris, that the misfortune was not fuch as male- 
volence had thought fit to deferibe it. 

Hiftory will tell us fome day, that thofe two 
difaftrous events were not the w’ork of chance. 
O Paris, how many different and fecret ftrokes 
have the enemies of thy fplendour beftovved on 
thee ? and how is it that thou yet fubfifteft ? 

t 
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CHAP. CXLIX. 

PARIS A FRONTIER TOWN. 

Nothing was wanting at Paris, in order to 
exhibit a fpecinien of every kind of fight, but to 
be a frontier town. I'his has now taken J)lac<;. 
The call to arms is beaten, cannon are dragged 
about; the garden of the Tuilleries was inun- 
dated with regiments of cavalry ; tents were 
erected ; the feet of the horfes dug up the v.'alks 
of the alltws ; the bark of the young trees was 
torn off by their teeth ; it became quite a camp. 
Each tree had eight horfemen lodged under it. 

We are accuftomed to the found of the drum, 
to fee blue coats, dragoons, and huflars, galloping 
in the ftreets ; generals paffing wdth double 
epaulettes in faflics, a red feather ornamenting a 
gold laced hat. 

The citizens mount guard, patrole the ftreets, 
are taught the military exercife by officers of the 
troops of the line commiflioned for that purpofe. 
In all the public halls you fee colours and ftand- 
ards; and the fireworks which are exhibited 
offer nothing but the noife of bombs and the 
thunder of artillery in a day of battle. A great 
quantity of gunpowder is confumed* every d^y ; 

they 
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they fwear, they fraoke, as at the army ; the blue 
coat is the drefs of every one, and feme never 
fhave but vi'ith the fplintcrs of bombs from Liflc 
or Valenciennes to ferve as bafons, 

I faw a formidable army on the day that Louis 
Capet and MariarAntoinelte tvere brought back 
to the chateau of the Tuilleries. Antoinette 
pafled under the name of the Countefs of Korflj 
Louis for her valet de chambre, and Elizabeth 
for her chambermaid. The warriors of Xerxes 
were not more numerous. One would have 
thought it the guard, not of a king who was a 
prifoner, but of the greateft monarch on earth. 
The proceflion never ended. We may aflert, that 
from Strafburgh to Paris there were more than 
five hundred thoufand people under arms. Three 
perfons were tied on the box of the carriage. 
Never did the power of the people appear more* 
formidable, and the people on that day behaved 
finguUirly well j they did not fuffer an infulting 
word to take place j and the king hirafelf, tak- 
ing a part in this extraordinary fpeftaclc, fmiled 
on the people, and faid willi an ingenuoufnefs 
fitted to excite the fmile of pity in the wife i 
“ Well ! here 1 am !” • 

When he w’as furrounded by this great Pari- 
fian army, I faid to myfelf — Yes, here he is j 
this being, marked with the feal of a peculiar 
fatality ; at his birth he was the objefl of his 
grandfather’s hatred, who detefted all his race, 

becaufe 
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bccaufe his fon wanted to aflaffinate him, in order 
to mount the throne. Lewis the XVth, in re- 
turn, had poifoned his fon, and extinguiflied in 
his grandchildren, by a barbarous method, the 
fources of generation. Lewis the XVth, the 
moft debauched of men, had opened, to ufe the 
expreflion, that career of humiliation into which 
,his grandfon fell, for ever under the doipinion of 
the haughty houfe of Auftria. 

I favv at the fide of Lewds the XVIth the mo- 
dern Fredegonde, from her cradle the enemy of 
France, finking under the weight of her power- 
lefs and ill-fupported fury, alraoll dead with ter- 
ror and vexation j flie locked in her arms, as a 
facred fafeguard, the prefumptive heir of royalty, 
who feemed to be puniflied by a divine hand for 
the fins of his forefathers. Parricide, poifon, in- 
ceft, had been as familiar to this family as they 
w’cre to the ancient houfe of Atreus and Thyelie. 
All thofe humbled human grandeurs made me 
lliink on Bofluet, when he thundered, in the name 
of God, on the heads of kings. 

It has fallen to the lot of few mortals to fee 
w’hat I have feen, and particularly under the 
point of view that I have feen it. 

The reign of terror has loft roe quantities of 
paper, in which I had noted my refleiftions. Some 
were burnt by my neighbours, for fear they 
fliould have been furprifed in their pofleffion ; 
others have never been given me back; but 

enough 
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enough remains to give poflcrity a Iketch ofthok 
new and great fcenes. 

I have already faid, that Lewis the XVIih way. 
devot ; but how durll he, if he was drvo/, perjure 
himfelf in the face of heaven and earth, and de- 
ceive the people, who had confidence in fuch fo- 
lemn oaths ? It was becaufe he was devtil ; he 
believed in a power fuperior to his ow'n, in the. 
power of the pope, who could abfolve him from 
every oath. This falfe and contemptible idea 
led him to regard the a£t of the oath as a vain 
formula, which could not bind him in any man- 
ner. 

This city, fince the revolution, has become a 
garrifoned town j it abounds in foldiers, who go 
and come, pafs and repafs, and it is one of the 
great embarraffments of the miniftry to difeipline 
without too much conllraining them ; for a per- . 
miflion to come to Paris is generally a recom- 
pence of their bravery. 

The children, inftcad of playing a la chapellc, 
play at foldiers, patrole with flicks on their flioub 
ders, and grenadiers caps made with paper. 

Every one mounts guard j the moft rattling and 
moft deaf, as well as the moft wife and attentive. 

A ccntinel lately bawled out, to the extent of 
his voice. Who goes there f who goes there f the paf- 
fenger, who was hoarfe, in vain anfwered, It is 
mCf citizen ; it is me. The other was going to 
fire : — Jbodt kill me^ my friend ; dodt kill me : — it is 

thou 
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fhu wio art mmiting ^uard /or m. The centincl 
approaches, and the mailer difeovers his cook, 
carrying, inllead of his fpit, a bayonet at the end 
of a mufket. 


CHAP. CL. 

OVERTHROW OF THE CATHOLIC WORSHIP. 

7’he preceding year the proceflions of the' holy 
Sacrament at the Fo/e Dieu were celebrated with 
the ufual pomp, and the Hoft had been .efcorted 
by the mandataries of the nation. Nothing an- 
nounced fo fudden a deftru^fion. The people 
in general feemed attached to the ceremonies of 
catholicifin j but there arc bodies ftruck wdth 
lightning, \Yho feem ftill to preferve their life and 
organization, but touch them, and they crumble 
into duft. 

The people had the appearance of believing in 
the mafs, in tranfubftantiation, and in tlie molt 
received dogmas of the catholic faith j but the 
people did not believe in them at all. All the 
farcafms of Voltaire againft the priefts, all the 
plcafantries of the author of the Pucelle, had 
reached them. The condu£t of the Ififliops, who 

were 
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were before their eyes, the morals of the eccle- 
iiaftics, the riches of the clergy, that fpecies of 
fatted calf which had been fought after for a 
long time to be killed, the liberty given to think- 
ing and writing, every thing had brought to a 
term a worfliip which bore a charafter of ido- 
latry, reprobated by rcafon, and which was fup- 
ported only by its external fplendour. 

There was only a finglc flop to take to lay the 
revolutionary axe to the root of altars loaded 
with gold and filver : had they been naked, they 
would have efcaped the deftroying hand. 

It is not their overthrow which ought to aflo- 
nifli, but it is having fecn them fall in one day, 
with all the circumftances of the moll profound 
contempt or hatred. The progrefs of irreligion 
was extremely rapid amongft the vulgar, who 
armed thcmfolves at once with hammers and le- 
vers to break the facred images before which fix 
months back they bent the knee. They were ea- 
fily perfuaded that it was a ufcful thing to trans- 
form the temples into magazines, golden cups 
and crofles into money, the iron grates into bul- 
lets, and the copper cherubim into cannon. The 
mob thought, that after the decree of national 
fovcr«Sgnty, the right of doing every thing, of 
commanding every thing, and of not obeying, 
was fully devolved to them alone. 

Amidft the celebration of divine fervice, they 
heard with"^ joy the noife of tlie fmiths hammers, 

who 
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who were unfailenhig and levelling the baluf- 
trades of the chapels. 

Sculptors, hired for the purpofe, were labo- 
rious in effacing with the chifel, on every epi- 
taph,' the titles of noble families. They refolved 
that the archives of filial piety, that remem- 
brances confecrated by the regrets-of fricnddnp, 
fljould no longer attraft the attention of feeling 
minds ; monuments and tombs were attacked ; 
and greedy maftcr mafons prefented ihemfelvcs in 
rowds to execute the plan of the committees 
of demolition. 

Contracts were made to unnich all the faints, 
to diflodge all the virgins, to efface coats of arms 
from every tomb ; dangerous fcaffoldings were 
fufpencled to go and fcratch out from lofty roofs 
figures of popes, whom for hundreds of years*pafi; 
fpiders had hid under the black mantle of their 
hereditary webs. Angels and archangels were 
mutilated j St. Thcrefa loft her nofe, tlie child 
Jefus had no head, St. Paul was without arms, 
Chrlfts had fallen flat on the ground, felled by 
fabres, the pike and lances j laughter, and the 
fpirit of madnefs, prefided over this unforefeen 
war againft whatever had hitherto been held meft 
facred and inviolable in religion and the arts. 

They did not proceed to this deftruftion with 
the fury of fanaticifm, but with derifion, with an 
irony, a faturnalian kind of gaity, well fitted to 
^ftonilh the obferver. 


The 
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The caverns, \v|j|ere death affembles his peace- 
ful viftims, were vifited. A revolutionary com- 
miflary, with a torch' in his hand, pryed curioufly 
among the aflies, to find marks of feudality on the 
worn-out imprefs of gold and filver plates. 

Spoufes, who were infeparable during their 
lives, and who feemed to be united after their 
deaths, were fcattered through the vaults. Epi- 
taphs, prefervative of the remembrance of the 
fplendid a6tions of our mod famous warriors, and 
of fo many illuftrious perfonages, v\’erc carried 
off, becaufe they were found in a temple, and 
thrown, with the wrecks of altars, into a depot, 
as fhapelefs ftonqs from a quarry. 

Joiners, fmiths, goldfmiths, brokers, milliners 
even, came to bid for thofe confifeated objefts, 
prooeedlng from churches or the priefts svard- 
robes, and you might have feen in old clothes 
ihops the facerdotal garments hanging by the 
fide of pantaloons ; furniture brokers expofed to 
fale crucifixes and chamber-pots, clofc-fiools and 
altar-pieces^ 

Some days before the preliminary of this rich 
inventory, the priefts in fccuiar habits celebrated 
mafs with glafs vafes and tin egg-cups. 

'nie'magnificent gilt palifadoes of the metro- 
politan, the beautiful wainfeotting of the choir of 
the Chartreux, w'cre broken up and fold ; the 
rich canopy of the mafier-altar of the church of 

thr 
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the Invalids was thrown down, and trodden un- 
der foot in the duft. 

How many flirines, heretofore fparkling with 
the fire of rubies, have difappeared, broken into 
piece-meal, and we may guefs by whomj all 
tliofe precious ftones circulate in the hands of the 
foreign trader. 

We have feen fliining on the fingers of thofc 
prcfuicnts of revolutionary committees, the eme- 
ralds which decorated the funs ufed in the mafs ; 
foiiic of them had velvet breeches cut out of the 
}ndpit cloths; and feveral, wIjo for the firft time 
wore fliirts, had them made of the furplices of 
the chorifters. 

All the plate of the cighty-three departments, 
and that of Brabant, was ingulphed in the melt- 
ing furnaces of the mint ; and we have elTec- 
tively eaten the bon Dicii and the filver faints in 
coin, for with this money wheat was purchafed, 

Thefe dilapidations were foon after followed by 
extravagant f^tes, of which the firft example was 
given by Paris to the departments. The aftors 
who figured in them were yet intoxicated with 
the fumes of the brandy which they had drunk 
out of the facramental cups, after having eat 
mackerel on the patin, aftride on aiTcs whofe hind 
parts were covered with priefts robes; they 
guided them with the paftoral ftaffs, and held 
clafped with the fame hand, burettes and the 
holy facrament. They flopped at the doors of 

cabarets. 
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cabarets, where they held out the facred cup?, 
and the vintners; ,with“the bottle in their hands, 
filled them three times. 

The afles were followed by mules, bending 
under the weight of croffes, candleflicks, incenfe 
pkjts, and vafes for holy water ; they reminded 
US; of the equipages of the priefts of Cybclc, 
v?hofe panniers, filled with the infirumcnls of 
their worlliip, lerved at once for a magazine, a 
facrifty, and temple. 

It was with this equipage that thofc profaners 
marched to the national convention, into which 
they entered, grotefquely covered with facerdo- 
tal ornaments j they harangued, and were ha- 
rangued in return, whilft thofe fcandalous pro- 
ceflions were welcomed with the moft noify ac- 
clamations. 

In the mean time tliey burnt in the courts all 
the faints and crucifixes of wood ; the flames of 
the pile afeended to the fecond ftory of the 
houfes, and every one opened his windows to 
throw into the fire the books which had been 
condemned by Jacobin! fm. 

At .^th^ fight of thefe .new orgies the mifled 
muUitude ran in crowds, proud of having fliook 
oflf ypfce of religion j' they railed fliouts of 
laughyter, threw out' the moft indecent and cla- 
mc^qus inveSives, and. carried to the pile the 
co^dfional boxes, from which they had now 
freed them^bre^.. The proftitute pointed out to 
. ■ . • . .7 . ‘ . . her 
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her paramour, with a wanton air, the piQure of 
the chafte.Sufanna half burnt ■, and that of the 
Holy Supper formed for a Jong time a fign to a 
cobler’s fhop. 

Chaumette, the atheift, tiiumphing at the fuc* 
cefs of thofe profanations, imagined that he had 
expelled the Deity from the Univerfe. He pufli- 
ed to every kind of extravagance the atrocious 
conceptions of impiety j and inftituted the feafts 
of reafon. 

It was then that the priefts of Paris and the 
departments, terrified at the roarings of the fe- 
rocious beafts of the commune, fent their letters 
of priefthood to the convention; and became 
apofiates, to avoid punifliment and death. 

Gobet, archbifhop of Paris, went to confefs at 
the bar, that he had never been any thing but an 
♦impoftor and a quack ; and that he defpifed the 
v/orfhip of which he had been minifter. A 
crowd of priefts followed his example ; it was 
who fliould unprieft himfelf. 

The 20th November, 1793, witnefled the ex- 
tent of their irreligious frenzy ; an immenfe file 
of men, ranged on two lines, and covered with 
facerdotal garments, led the march; they bore 
on biers the various inftruments of divine Wpr- 
ftiip ; funs, candlefticks, and plates of gold and 
filver. In prefenting this rich offering, gaiety 
took poffeffion of the troop, and they ijfemanded 
as a reward for their zeal, and a mark of their 
VOL. ti. G triumph. 
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triumph, permilTion to dance at the fame mo- 
jvent the Carmagnole ^ the nathoa} convention 
acquiefced in the petition ; and feveral members 
leaving their curule chairs, took the girls, cover- 
ed with the facerdotal garments, by the hand, 
and danced the Carmagnole with theni. 

The next day it was decided that the relics 
of St, Genevieve fliould be burnt in the Place de 
Grove, to expiate the crime of having been in- 
ftrumental. in propagating error, and boiling the 
pot of idle canons. A mountaineer, and one of 
the mod: terrible vociferators among/! thefe ener- 
gumenes, named Fayan, moved, that the proces 
verbal /liould be fent to all tlic fe^tions, and to 
the pope. 7'his motion was carried j and the 
Carmagnole was on the point of being danced 
again. 

But in the midft of thofe mafquerades, the* 
dancers were giving folidity to the revolutionary 
tribunal, ordering the apotheofis of Marat, fpur- 
ring on the murderous zeal of their ]»roconfa]s, 
and by their famous law of the fuJ/ieSed, furnitlied 
means of fending to the fca/Fold, or of plunging 
into dungeons, whoever could not obtain from his 
rev'oJutionarj committee a certificate of civifm. 
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CHAP. CLI. 

FETES OF REASON. 

Phose who have been wntnefles of thofe f^tes 
■will never forget them. They alraoft doubt the 
evidence of what they have both feen and heard. 

Reafon was commonly a divinity, a girl chofen 
among the clafs of the Sans-culottes the taber- 
nacle of the niafter-altar ferved as a footftep for 
her throne , the cannoneers with their pipes in 
their mouths were her acolytes. The cries of a 
thoufand confufed voices, the noife of drums, 
the hoarfe found of trumpets, the thunder of the 
6rgan, led the fpettators to tliink that they were 
tranfported amongft the Bacchantes, on the 
mountains of I’hrace. 

A people fuddenly releafed from a political 
and religious yoke are no longer a people ; they 
are an enfuriated populace, dancing before the 
fantluary, yelling the CarraagnoJe, and the 
dancers (I exaggerate nothing) alrnoft without 
breeches, their neck and breaft bare, their ftock- 
ings about their heels, they imitated by their ra- 
pid turnings thofe whirlwinds, the forerunners of 
tempefts, which ravage and deftroy wherever they 
take place. 
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The wife of the bCokfeller Momoro, a vii- 
lanous orator at the Cordeliers, the finger Mail- 
lard, the aftrefs Candeille, fuch were the goddefles 
of reafdn, borne about in triumph, almoft wor- 
fliipped, and who did not diflike the admi- 
ration. 

The fronts of the chapels, collateral with the 
nave of the churches, were covered with great 
pieces of tapeftry, and not without defigh. From 
thefe obfeure hiding-places proceeded burfts of 
laughter, which attracted the notice of the cu- 
rious ; on lifting up a corner of the tapeftry they 
gave the pafler-by a peep of feenes, at leaft as 
pi£lurcfque as thofc of the temptations of St. An- 
thony. 

The fame fete in the church of St. Euftache, 
difplayed the view of a great cabaret. The in- 
fide of the choir reprefented a landfcape deco- 
rated with cottages and tufts of trees. Myfte- 
rious groves formed part of the perfpe6rive, the 
afeent to which were by paths which w'ound 
amougft great mafles of rock. Precipices made 
of deal boards were not inacceflible ; troops of 
girls unbluftiingly followed in files, running after 
the men ; and the planks were continually crack- 
ing under their hafty fteps. 

Around the choir were tables loaded with bot- 
tles, faufages, hams, and other eatables. On the 
altars of the fide chapels, facrifices were offered 
lip at the fame time' to 'fenfuaiity and gluttony j 

and 
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and the hideous traces of intemperance were feen 
on the confecrated marbles. ' 

The guefts flowed in at every door j whoever 
prefented himfelf took part in the feaft. Chil- 
dren of feven or eight years old, boys as well as 
girls, put their, hands into the diihes as flgns of 
liberty : they drank even from the bottles j and 
their fudden intoxication afforded amufemeht to 
the degraded beings who fuffcred it. Oh ! how 
deplorable is the blind impetuofity of the people, 
who obey fo ftupidly the reins of the leaders of 
factions ! 

At St. Gervais, the ceremony was performed 
without the banquet; the women of St. John's 
market entered with their balkets ; the church 
fmelt of herrings. The venders of tifanne chink- 
ed their goblets to flake the thirfl: of the falted 
food. There was a ball in the chapel of the 
Virgin ; a few lamps, which threw out more 
fmokc than light, ferved for luftres ; and, that not 
a Angle inftant might be loft to modefty, they 
added night to the depravity, in order, amidft the 
confuAon of thofe affemblies, to indulge, during 
the darkiiefs, the abominable deflres kindled dur- 
ing the day. 

From the church of St. Gervais, they went 
down to the Place de Greve, where a multitude 
of fpeftators were warming themfelves at the 
flame of the baluftrades of the chapels, and ftalls 
of priefts and canons. 


All 
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All Paris contemplated, without breathing a 
word, thefe procefijons of the Jacobin league. 
Drunk-with wine and blood, returning from the 
fport of the fcaffolds, the priefts and prieftefles of 
Reafon followed with tottering Heps the car of 
their impure divinity. Another car followed it, 
which was a moving orcheftra filled with blind 
inuficians, an image too faithful of reafon at that 
time. 

Another car accompanied them, bearing a 
trembling rock, on the top of which an a£tor 
of the opera, transformed into Hercules, fecmed 
with his club of pafte-board to be ready to crufii 
every thing that w^as not Jacobin. 

The air refounded with the roaring.*; of thofe 
tigers: the words guillotine, national razor, putting 
the head out of the little windov}, patriotic curtailing,, 
gentle terms ufed by the Mountaineers, flruck 
every ear by turns j and the pale fpeflators, fro- 
2en with terror at the fight of their red caps, 
their menacing infcriptions carried impudently 
about by barbarians in the pay of tyrants, found 
neither language nor expreflion when polled fpies 
forced them to proftrate themfelves before the 
iniage of liberty. 

Thofe mafquerades, already fo incredible, were 
followed by thofe of the hideous Marat. In every 
public place, temples, maufolcums, and triumph- 
ant arches, were erefted to him. On the Carou- 
fel, a kind bf pyramid was erefled to his memo- 
ry, in the infide of which was placed his bull, his 

bath. 
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bath, and his kitchen lamp. It was guarded by 
centinels, one of whom died one night either with 
cold or h6rror. The number of Ins bulls equal- 
led the heads which be wiflied to have cut off. 

The grave-diggers of the cemetary of the Inno- 
cents carried, about in triumph this honoured 
bull, in wooden Ihoes and breeches full of holes, 
but which ,fn the found parts were well lined 
with aflignat^ throwing bafililk looks on the paf- 
fengers who did not humble themfelves before the 
idol. 

Who'would have thought, that after the 9th 
of Thermidor this new Moloch Ihould have re- 
ceived the honours of the Pantheon ? But it was 
the day rather of his lall judgment than of 
his triumph. One ought rather to have been 
;ifraid of breathing the air through which this car- 
rion had paired. 


CHAP. CLir. 

FETE TO THE SUPREME BEIHG. 

Those fetes of reafon had given great difplea-^ 
fure to Robefpierre, becaufe he was not the in- 
ventor of them j befides, a deep cry of indigna- 
tion. 
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tion had been raifed againll this mixturc*of idola- 
try and atheifm, of which foinc were defnous of 
forming s new religion. 

Robefpierre was jealous : be was a iniferable 
{even hours attorney *; what be had /rad he had 
read badly. He imagmed he could play the 
part of Mahomet, and rehore thd" Supreme Be- 
ing to all his rights. He bad tail*, game after 
the Lupercalia, the infenious pro^'eflions wliich 
wretched Charlatans had been making in Paris 
and its departments, to eftabliOi a’^mple, auguft, 
and affefting ceremony. But Robofpierre had no 
iinagin.ation,noncof tliofe brilliant qualities which 
■flatter and feduce i he was dry, and becanie ridi- 
culous when he v;antcd’to enati the Pontiff. His 
fete to the Supreme Being confifted in a difeourfe 
iivhich he did not make, and the author of which 
he afterwards put to death. He fet fire to two 
figures which reprefented atheifm and fanaticifm, 
and bolding a great bouquet in his hand, he peep- 
ed through the flowers at every thing that was 
palling. He marched at the head of the national 
convention, which refpeftfully left a diftance 
between themfelves and their leader, of a fpace 
of fiftiften feet. 

This fete^was filent, its novelty left every mind 
^in aftonifliment, waiting for what was to arife 
...from this pompous title. 

* THcoBine giuen at the court of juftice to, thofe.bahbling 
.lawyers, who, under the title of advocates, had a fert of a 
^ting facility void of meaning, but inexhauftible as to utter- 
ante. 

A perfon 
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. A perfon muft be very devoid of genius not to 
flrike out fometliing great, or at leaft which had 
the air of it, on a theatre fo vaft, and in circum- 
ftances fo favourable. Robefpierre fpoke to a na- 
tion which wanted a wordiip, and he had no- 
thing' to fay to it. Never had any prophet, at the 
opening of his wiilioa, fo numerous an auditory^ 
he played the iiupid metaphyheian, and was of 
all 'known innovators themoft miferabJe in means, 
and the moft barren in refources. 

Elevated on a fcalTolding crefted againft the 
palace of the laft king of the French, .a monarch 
(for he was f on that day), he could not make 
a gefture worthy of the part and of the moment 
in which he was placed. 

Oh ! had he carried an old Bible under his 
arm, placed his hand thereon, and faid, “ This is 
“ the book of all times, and of every nation ; I 
" adopt it, I join myfelf to the proteftant commu- 
‘‘ niohs, let us feparate ourfelves from Rome, let 
us unite ourfelves to Chrift,” the monarch 
would hav ' became pontiff, and the interpreter of 
a pure, a rational, and refornied religion. 

I am fure that this advice had been given him; 
but Robefpierre, who had never travelled, was 
ignorance perfonifi'ed. He knew nothing of the 
law and rule of mediums, his obfiinate jpride 
threw him into extremes, the refuge of ordinary 
minds. - His piece was cold, and was :hiffed,and 
' ' '■ ■ ' the 
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the parodill ot' the legiflator of Mecca marched 
from the fteps of his altar-throne to thofe of the 
fcaffold,. 

Every place bore the infeription which he had 
dittated. The French -people achmvledge the exiftence. 
of a Supreme Benign and the immortality of the foul. 
"t hough I fliould with to identify niyfelf to the 
brain which invented thofe lines, I might mela- 
morphofe myfelf in a thoufand ways, but I fliould 
never divine the fenfe he wanted to give them. 
They are at the fame time fo foolifli and ridi- 
culous, that one is tempted to think that he had 
not himfelf paid any attention to it. 

Ihefe inferiptions remained a long time after 
his puniihment, which ajipears as inconceivable 
as the number of docile hands which erected 
them. 


CHAP. CLIIL 

5MIGRANTS CELLARS. 

What a fmall flock of wit thefe emigrants 
had! They have difembarraffed us of their per- 
fons, and have left us their eftates, their furniture, 
and their cellars full of wine. 

Who has drank all thefe fine wines ? You 
know, my friends, firft of all the prefidents and 
- ■ racm- 
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members of the revolutionary committees ; but 
as there were cellars which contained from fifteen 
to twenty thoufand bottles, they could neither rea- 
fonably nor phyfically drink the whole. 

Thefe delicious wines have been fold as part 
of the drains of the republic. Who has bought 
them ? the money jobbers, from whom the go- 
vernment itfelf bought louis and crowns to fur- 
nilh the fervice of the armies, which were in a de- 
plorable fiate. 

Throats, which had hitherto fwallowcd nothing 
but water, poured down the wines of Beaune, of 
Nuits, of Rivefaltes, of Juran^on, of Pailie, of 
Roullilion, of Paquaret, of Rancio, Cape and 
Hungary wines j heretofore they had only heard 
of them, now they made a moft intimate and joy- 
ous acquaintance with them. 

It was impoflible to meet with any thing 
more finely arranged than thofe cellars. The 
bottles were })laced in fuch order, that there 
was nothing but the corkferew to apply to them. 
How they founded in drawing ! how the Cham- 
pagne fparkled in the long beer glafles! fornoothcr 
drinking utcnfils were made ufe of, unlefs it were 
fomelimes earthen mugs ; for they were not very 
choice about the crylial, whether it were more or 
lefs clean or tranfparent. Figure tojourfcivcscom- 
rniffaries of fefifions making an iuv'entory of tJjeie 
riches in prefence of Bacchus, proceeding to the 
tailing, fometiraes deranging the tickets, but a I- 
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wzys tipping for the greater exaStitacie and pc 
feStion of the inventory; and fomcthncs begin 
ning the trial anew, Jeil they ihould make a mif~ 
take in an inventory of fuch importance. The 
examiaatlon of courfe was prolonged, and the 
clofing never took place till, the fols had exhauft- 
cd all their dllTcrtations. 

It was therefore iinpolBHIe to d^cceive the 
public, when the fale oftliefe wines was announ- 
ced. It was not the chimncy-fwecpcr who bid, 
nor the pedlar, nor the porter, nor even the wine 
cooper j but the univerfal broker, the traffickei 
in copper coin, the agents for the fale of national 
domains; the Floras allb of the four feafons, and 
the feathered goddefles of the caverns of tlic 
Palais Royal. 

Heretofore the rich only had the privilege of 
drinking thefe rare wines i they were now fcat- 
tered abroad, made their entry into every houfe, 
and became for fomc time as current money as 
bales of fluffs and books. 

There were throats who could never have 
known what foreign wine was, but which, thanks 
to the revolution, w'ere moiftened with its fayour j 
while he who bad taken the trouble to amafs and 
flore up thofe precious bottles was making gri- 
maces in the depths of Germany, and drinking, 
four frnall beer, which he was probably btit too, 
happy to meet with, 

; , ■ lU 
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In all our commotions the cellars have not 
been forgottai ; the conquerors have a, right to 
drink a toad to victory. IrecolIeSt that after the 
UHh of Aiigud, we walked for more than fifteen 
liars over the wrecks of numbcrlefs bottles, and 
that the fragments were fo ilrevved about in the 
Tinllcrics, that any one would have fuppofed that 
they were fjo'ing to make a road with pounded. 


CHAP. CUV. 

FORCED LOAN. 

We are furpri^cd at firft how it came to pkfs 
that two words fo oppofite and repulfive haw 
been aflbeiated together, but a little obfervation 
accuftomed us to this inconfiftency. The loan 
bore only on the eafy clafs of thofe wlio jiaid 
taxes ; and the greater part of the inhabitants of 
this capital remembered that at the beginning of 
the revolution they had made the generous offer 
of part of their plate, of their jewels, and Ihoe- 
buckles. They had hoped that thefe gifts, join- 
ed to other facrifices, would concur in railing the 
lhaken credit, and fecuring the foundations of the 
ftate, tottering towards its fall j but ' they were 

taught 
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tBUght by new {hocks that tbefc funds had been 
> mfa&cient 

Tfae abundance of paper roone/ rendered this 
ban illufory, and the mantua-maker who had of- 
fered her filver thimble, gave more in fa£l than 
the millionaire, who got rid of demands with 
ma^ of adignats. I faw an adignat of an hun- 
dred livres on the ground, and a porter of the 
Temple faid in my prefence, // is not worth the 
trouble of Jlooping for. 


CHAP. CLV. 

VIV£ LA MONTAGWE. 

Whoever has not feen or heard thofc po 
pular feftions filing through the national con- 
vention, and yelling in their accuftomed manner, 
can form no image of what thofe ‘people were 
who bawled Vive la Montague ! They were not 
led, they vrere let loofe to riot in every thing 
that licentioufnefs could imagine of what was 
moft abfurd and moft violent. The fpceches of 
their orators, the anfwers of the prefidents, the 
patriotic hymns, the fongs of liberty, the flirill 
cries, the clamours, the clank of arms, the bran- 
difliing of pikes, the flags whh iiifcriptions, two 

thoufand 
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tboufand women in the upper galleries iiretching 
out or twilling their arms, and joining their Me- 
gxra fcreams to all tbofe other difcordant founds i 
Aid) was the harmony which furrounded and ac- 
companied Chaumette when he came to the bar. 
I'hofe only who heard this Chaumette, procu- 
reur-fyndic of the commune, when he entered 
into converfation wdth the convention about the 
poor, the unfortunate, the maimed, and the aged, 
and about every thing he had done for the fpien- 
dour of the republic, for the crulh of the throne, 
tor the ruin of federalifm, could form a juu idea of 
the infolence of a demagogue, and of the ftrange 
and uncouth things with which this part infpired 
him. 

Thcfe Imrlefque buffooneries vvoiild have pro- 
voked the inextinguifliablc laugh of the gods of 
> Homer, if fanguinary ferocity had not allb accom- 
panied it with menacing words. Amar, whe 
never opened his mouth but to require the min- 
der of his colleagues, and who fccmc'd to have 
entered into the convention only to becouje its 
executioner, complimented and congralulated 
Chaumette, and the whole multitude joined their 
vociferations and menaces with that atrocious in- 
fernal energy which announced the depopulation 
of France, and the murder of the French. At 
this cry of Hve la Montagne, it feemed as if all 
the tigers were rufliihg unchained from their 
dens to devour without hunger. 


A wit- 
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A witnefs and viffim of thefe fcenes of mad- 
nefs and violence, I repeat, that he who has not 
been present at them camjot know the hiftory' of 
thofe deplorable days, and Hill lefs give an ac- 
count of them to pofkrky. He who has not been 
on the fpot cannot form an idea of what an ex- 
travagant and barbarous ckara£ier a populace fet 
on by vii/ains can exhibit., Mufic of Tartarus! 
opera of bell ! fopgs of demons ! exulting cr*es 
of beings firuck with thunder by the divinity, 
and become the enemy of man ! accents of vvick- 
ednefs and deeply-tinged, giiiit! ' Yes ! I have 
heard ye on earth, all thofe. infernal cries are con- 
tained in Vive In Montagne ! TNhen the Verres of 
Nantes wrote to the convention, giving it advice 
of a noyade of fifty-eight ‘priefts, and :tdded 
gaily. What a revolutionary torrent h the Loire! the 
alfcmbly covered by immortal applaufes the hor- . 

, rible report of Carrier. 


CHAP. 



new f ICTURE of PARIS. 


91 


CHAP. CL VI. 

ASISTOCRAFICAL spste . 

As bid coiintefs, fpeaking in a circle of no- 
bles one (fay, laid, You veiy well deferve, 
" gentlemen, the treatment you meet with j I 
“ foretold yju that the nobility was loft, when I 
“ faw you leaving women like us, and pay- 
“ ing your court to girls of the tiers etat.” The 
fame perfon faid, I know very w’ell from hif- 
“ tory that a crown is fometimes taken away 
“ from a king, but this is the firft time the dia- 
“ dem has been fwindled from a monarch’s 
head.^’ The expfeifion at leaft was fmart. 

One might make a pretty curious colleftion 
of ail fayings produced by ariftocratical 
malice ; many that were the effe£t of fury or paf- 
fion are Icfs ingenious 6f( that account. It is not 
to be imagined the ridiculous things which they 
attributed to the minifter Neckar, who, placed 
in a line with the amiable Calonne, the defpoiler 
feemed a bear coming down from the Alps, not 
obferving that none of the monied men, nor any 
of the creditors of the kingdom, could be deeply 
in love with the charming Calonne. 
voi. n. H 


The 
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The union of the orders was celebrated by three 
days of illumination. They had the pretcnlion 
at that time ofweafuring out to us a dofe of par- 
tial liberty. 

The women loll all their influence after the 
great explofioa } vainly did they imagine that the 
French would return to their former frivolous 
taftesj the empire of public opinion, and of its in- 
creafing force, is incalculable. The Parifians 
were difpofed for the eflablifhmcnt of every poli- 
tical theory, and every fyftem of legiflation ; it 
was neceflary, therefore, to keep up with this dif- 
pofition. 

At one time, when an affeflionate and happy 
union between the wifhes of the king and thofe 
of the nation w'as about to take place, the puerile 
and detellable pride of the women gained an af- 
cendancy over the intereft of the public. I have 
heard a long difeufiion to prove that the parlia- 
raent ought to compel the monarch to take for 
his model the aflembly of the ftates at Paris in 
1614, whilft the national wifli and the incrcafed 
information of the age were in invincible oppo- 
fition to that form. 


CHAP. 
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,CHAP. CLVll 

woAthy people. 

How every thing changes, even to words f If 
a cowardly or idle man wifhed -to be exempted 
from mounting guard, he made himfelf a do- 
meftic ; and though he receive wages, his mailer 
calls him his confidential matt. The fpies fo juftly 
abhorred, and unhappily fo neceflary, are no lon- 
ger fpies, but agents of the police. The players 
are.become artfis •, the attornies, men of the law ; 
phyficians, officers of health. The man, who talks 
nonfenfe for an hour with a loud voice, becomes 
:in orator ; and his wife, his daughter, his fervant- 
girl, and his neighbours, have no doubt but that 
he is one of the moft eloquent men in France. 
We have no longer any executioners, they are 
all executors of criminal judgments. Jn lliort, men 
noted for the infamy and corruption of their mo- 
rals, or the impudence of their incivifm, are wor- 
thy people i they are worthy people^ obferved a virtu- 
ous citizen, what are we f 

So much abufe has been made of the term 
honnetes gens, that the moll daring royalills and 
.violent confpirators have difguifed themfelves 
under it, have alfumed it, and refufed it to every 
other perfon. 


H2 
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CHAP. CLVIJI 

ROYALIST RE-ACTION. 

The three quarters and half of the PanTIaus 
have no idea of the horrible royalifi re-action 
vt'hich took place after the overthrow of the fcaf- 
folds, and which dellroyed more than had been 
facrificed on thofe fcaffolds. Patriots who were 
moft exempt from wcaknefs and crimes of every 
kind w’ere incarcerated by thou.fauds. 

The Paritian, in his idle babble and filly rea- 
foning, imagining that a revolution is made or 
ftopt at pleafure, is far from believing tliat the 
fouth of France has been drenched with blood., 
He is always turning back to the aflembly of the 
notables, and the deficit that might have been 
made up. He neither knows, nor has followed 
the chain of events, and has newer fet his foot on 
thofe unhappy regions, covered with ruins, bones, 
and alhes. He has not feen the land of the Ven- 
dee ftre\vn with corpfes j thofe vaft cemeteries, 
thofe horrible catacombs, are the work of this 
royal and catholic army^ the exittcnce of which 
he alfo calls in doubt. 

Caitiff! who canft only drive. thy venal [>en 
over ftamped paper-; or thou indefatigable bab- 
bler, haunter of coffec-houfes, or lounger in the 

Ihops, 
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fnops of ariflocratical pamphlet-fellers, go to the 
plains ot Chalons, into the defolate ftreets of 
Lifle, walk over the ruins of Valenciennes, of 
Quef/ioy, ThionviJh, and Conde, or the burnt 
and ravaged countries of the fouth and the coaiis 
of Bred} the echoes, refounding their lament- 
able murmurs, will thunder in thy ears. “ It is 
in the name of the catholic religion and the 
king that thefe fields, lately decked with corn 
and flowers, are covered with the tkulls of men, 
and thofe bloody veftigcs look at thefe count- 
Icfs tombs, where lie in heaps thoufands of thy 
brethren j hear, hear their fepulchral voice min- 
gled with the croaking of the ravens ; their voice 
cries to thee, that the royalifts with to facrifice 
the lad of the republicans! But the ignorant 
wretch has not even thrown his eyes over the 
map in which thofe fatal fpotsr are imprinted j 
he is aficttcd by no calamities but fuch as touch 
him nearly, and which have not even reached 
him. Habitually mutinous, a rebel in his lan- 
guage, hiding himfelf in his office or (hop, at the 
load tap of the drum he is ready for any fer- 
vitude without enquiring its name. He bellows 
with tendernefs for a drivelling king, and rejedts 
a republican confiitution, not bccaufe he does not 
love it, but becaufe he has not capacity enough 
to comprehend it. Qh! let him go to Al- 
giers, and learn obedience, fince he does not wifli 
Jo be free at home! 


Rovere, 
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Rovere one day alked tlie workmen employed 
in digging the garden at thcTuilJerics, what they 
were making there. “ An icc-houfe anlwercd 
one of them. This workman w’as better inlormca 
than all the tribe of Paris. 


CHAP. CLIX. 
iouis d’or. 

The louis d’or has been worth iS,ooo livresu. 
affignats. We came at length to talk only of mil- 
lions and milliards. It is impoflible to calculate 
what influence' .thofc fatal denominations had. 
on the dearnefs of proviflonSj which augmented 
progrelTively with the increafe of the atTignat. 
It was the departments who firfl refufed to ac- 
cept this unfortunate paper as currency, admit- 
ting only coin in their commercial tranfaflions. 

Every one recollc£fs the deplorable elFeft- 
which refulted from money-jobbing. The paper 
fell with the velocity of a burfted balloon ; and to 
do honour to i^ memory, an engraving was made, 
reprefenting the various kinds of paper which 

Alluding to the ice-houfe of Avignon, where Rovert. 
headed tiw,rwffiani who committed thcmafliicrts. 

had 
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had been made ufc of during the revolution, 
'i'he one had no reproach to make to the other. 

This allegory on the paper-money reminded us 
of that made in IT'iO by the celebrated Picard, 
on Lewis’s bank. 

This engraver had reprefented Folly, in whale- 
hone petticoats, driving; a carriage loaded with 
fliarcs to the hofpitals of the madmen, the beg- 
gars, and the tick. A fwoln-cheeked Fame, 
founding a trumpet, flew before to announcd its 
arrival. Fortune Handing on the carriage, under 
the figure of a woman, was diftfibutlng by hand- 
fulls fliares in the South-fea and the Milhffippi. 
The Miffifiippi with a wooden leg, and the Sbuth- 
fea with a large plaifter, drew the carriage j and 
the fubferibers to this new fyllem were pufliing 
at the wheel, and driving it over the real mer- 
. chants, known by their ledgers under their arms. 

A devil in a cloud was blowing foap-buhbles of 
various fizes, emblems of the bank bills. Ser- 
pents with fools-caps Were fl)^ing about, araidft 
the figures of l^efipair. Care, and Remorfe. A 
liead with two faces, oiie laughing and the other 
crying, gave the k'ey of this fingular piflure. 

We want a new Picard to immortalize the 
afiignat. But there is nothing to laugh at, for 
every one loH. No one cxpetrlod fo fudden ahd 
total a fall. 

Since that epoclia, bo\V many obfeure and un- 
laiown chambers have become pawnbroker’s 

fhops, 
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fliops, fecret depots of every kind, which want, 
ihdigence, and narrow circumftances have heaped 
together! Hence it happens, that you find in 
almoft every one’s houfe fuch Angular affortments 
of furniture ; mahogany writing-defks, and velvet 
chairs, with hofpital carpets ; a clumfy bread 
coffer by the fide of an elegant harpfichord ; and 
gilded fire-irons, in an old plafter chimney with- 
out a back. 

If a taylor or flioemaker invite you to take a 
glafs, it is marafquin, or liqueur of the ifles. 
One would imagine that fome fantaftic fpirit had 
amufed himfelf during the night in mingling the 
furniture of the rich and poor together ; and had 
taken the befl: wines out of the cellars, and flovvcd 
them in the garret. The mixture for four years 
paft has been fo extraordinary, that it mocks the 
pencil j and the obfervations 1 now make are 
only 10 engage the attention of fuch as wifh to 
examine it after me. 

An owner of a fallad-ftall at this moment 
Jives in one of thofe Englifli gardens, planted 
with weeping-willows j its ivy walks and melan- 
choly yews feem. to throw a mdurnful crape over 
the flowers, and place, as it w'ere, nature under a 
funeral canopy. My fallad-vender, however, has 
crefted in the middle of the garden a great cop- 
per buft of Lewis the XIVth, which he bought 
by the pound, and is looking for its fellow. 


All 
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Alt the figures copied from the antique are to 
hi found in the corners of houfes ; and a wafher* 
wojian came to offer me a Niobe and a Charle- 
magne, whofe names were abfolutely unknown 
to hei. 

Such are the fports of fortune, varied and hu- 
morous, forming the after-piece ; the farce aftei 
the dreadful tragedy, of which we have all been 
witneffes. 


CHAP. GLX. 

COUNTRY FARMERS, 

At the time of the league, when Paris was 
liefioged, the inhabitants trucked over the walls 
a girl for a iirloin of beef. In the month of Fri- 
mairc 1795, for a quartern loaf, or a fowl, more 
than one comihifl'ary of a fe£tion obtained from 
gratitude the favours of more than one pretty 
w'oman, who did not like to die of hunger. 
Every man fold his choiceft pieces of furniture, 
in order to buy flour, lentils, beans, and butter 
Beds and wardrobes were turned into pat-cakes j 
farmers barns were trwsformed into *uphol- 

flerers 
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fterers warchoufes. Thefe fanners were Irard 
and inexorable, and while they laughed at t^c 
mifcry of the Parifians, plundered them with all 
the cruel exaftion of the moft griping avarice. 
The revolution, which has given them fo great a 
dofe of liberty, and encumbered them with riches, 
is neither underftood nor felt bv them ; and the 

i/ ^ 

enjoyment of, its benefits is received without gra- 
titude. Their wives have purchased coftly 
clothes, eat on filver plate, complain of the va- 
pours, and tell'their hufbands, “ I cannot get up 
to day, fay I am indifpofed.” Damalk and ma- 
hogany furniture has taken up its abode with 
ploughs, horfes, dung, and inftruments of hufbanr 
dry. Wooden Ihoes no longer clatter down the 
ftaircafe j it is now covered with carpets. 

With the flourrpeck in his hand, the farmer 
takes every thing that is offered him, fweeping - 
away rings, gold crofles,. filver thimbles, and all 
the jewel ornaments of the inhabitants of the 
fauxbourgs. He went and placed himfelf in the 
fide box at the theatres j and there, with a broad 
grin, he was calculating how he could ftore into 
his barn the contents of the playhoufe. 

While he was eating his fill, the lower clafs of 
people, fo numerous in this city, were crowding 
together at fix in the morning, at the doors of 
bakers and butchers, preffing, and fqueozii%; 
fear of , returning with empty hands faddened 

the 
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the countenance of many .a mother of an intereft- 
ing family, who feemed, from the fpot where flie 
was almoft crufhed, to hear the moans of her 
children. Palenefs, miftruft of the future, and 
forrow, were painted on every vifage j you met 
in the morning with nothing but perfons of both 
fexes forrowfully walking homewards with their 
allowance of bread in their handfS^ which they 
were eating beforehand. Hunger had hollowed 
the checks of many a young female, whofe fea- 
tures ought to ‘have ripened with love, and for 
love. 

A pound of ham was worth two hundred li- 
vres. The tin fountains of coffee for the lower 
clafs of people, and of which the fifli- women, and 
men and women carriers of the Halle, took every 
morning a cup, had difappeared ; fugar and cof- 
•fee had no connexion; it was all ftored away 
in collars, lofts, and in houfes to let. 

Want of the moft common neceffaries of life 
was fupported by this great people with admi- 
rable patience ; they never rioted ; tlie maga- 
zines, in which the committee of public fafety 
had ftored up every ncceffary commodity, even 
ploth, were never broken open. 

The fliops were fhut at th^ clofe of day, and 
not opened till late the next morning ; it was 
who Ihould not fell ; people were afraid of each 
other in every bargain they made. He who cal- 
culated 
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calculated beforehand on the , difcredit of tliC 
affignats, found the fecrct of enriching himfelf. 
The dearnefs of wine had rendered the Parifian 
chara£ier phlegmatic and cold j he loft his flighti- 
nefs by degrees. 

The Fauxbourg Marceau, which from time 
immemorial has been the haunt of workmen of 
every clafs, the ragman, the ’well-cleaner, the 
river-porters, the dog-fhearers, the falop-vcnder, 
the itinerant muficiSn, the beggar, was one filent 
wafte ; neverthelefs, the people remained quiet. 
A few baikets of potatoes, diftributed from door 
to door, with an allowance of bread, kept them 
from ftarving. 

It is difficult to explain at prefent what rc- 
ftrained the vengeance of the people, and even 
filenced their murmurs. Hiftory will therefore 
meet with fafts, of w’hich it will not be able to 
affign the caufe j fince cotemporaries and' wit- 
nefles of thefe Angular events are not able to 
render a faithful account of them. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. CLXI. 

POINT OF VIEW 

1 AM inexhauftible, you will fay, when 1 
talk of my dear cockneys: but a thoufand pens, 
a thoufand volumes, would not be fufBcIent to 
paint them ; they are fo curious, changeable, and 
inconceivable. 

Their charafter is a labyrinth, in which the 
obferver is loft. 

The moft rapid pencil can but imperfeftly fob 
low the moveable and fugitive (hades of their 
'phyfiognoniy. 

Is it a reality, or a chimera ? Let us take a 
point of view. , , ' 

“ I love the Parifian,” fa} s the emperor Ju* 
Han j “ becaufe be is grave and ferious like 
myfelf.’' 

The Parifian is changed fince that epocha. 
It is true, that the fame emperor boafts alfo of 
the goodnefs of the wine growing in the terri- 
tory of Lutetia ; and we muft own, that if w^e 
judge of the eulogy of one by the other, we 
fliould be tempted to lake the whole for 
irony. 


But 
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But every thing changes here below ; and the 
fame foil which formerly produced heroes, now 
produces caftrati. The Romans of the eighteenth 
century no more referable the cotemporaries of 
Scipio, than the modern Parifians referable thofe 
defcribed by the emperor Julian. The portrait 
which he makes of the inhabitants of Antioch 
would fuit them much better. 

Thofe men, heretofore fb ferious, arc nothing 
more nor lefs than light puppets in the hands of 
a few mountebanks. 

Lately, they wete patient under the yoke, and 
lightened their chains by fongs; they had every 
quality to make good and docile fubjefts. Now 
they are mutinous, and always ready for a change 
of government. 

Though you have been talking to them of li- . 
berty for fix years paft, they are nearly as well 
informed in the pointj as thofe Indians are learn- 
ed in aftronomy, who believe that the night is 
produced by a mountmn, which places itfelf be- 
tween the fun and the earth. If you fpcak to 
them of the fovereignty of the people, they think 
themfelves mafters of the world., 

There is not a ^ber, nor an attorney’s clerk, 
who having had the honour of being prefidept of 
h\k fe£lion, does not think himfelf the rival Of 
George the Hid j and of Turenne alfo, if he has 
'Commanded a poll at the barriers. Their views 
do not extend further than the circuit of their 

walls. 
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wails. Thfey think that the univerfe goes no 
farther than the brinks of the Seine j or at leaft, 
that thofe who dwell on its happy banks are a 
privileged caft, from whom France ought to re- 
ceive its laws. 

Robinfon Crufoe thought himfelf a great mo- 
narch in bis ifland i but Robinfon found where- 
withal to maintain himfelf : his labour furnifhed 
him abundantly. 

If thefe madmen were only ridiculous, one 
might laugh at -them j but the confequences of 
their extravagance are dreadful, and we rauft put 
a flop to them. 

Their feflionary theatres refemble that of 
Shakefpeare, in which burlefque and tragic feenes 
are huddled together. 

That vanity fiiould turn, the heads of a few in- 
dividuals, is a very common accident, which it is 
impoffible to remedy j but that three or four fcore 
ambitious fcoundrels fhould take it into their 
heads to play the madman, and draw the w^hole 
body of the people into this vortex of their deli- 
rium, is a misfortune which we ihould take tlie 
trouble to prevent. 

We ought to enlighten the^qple with refpeft 
to the projefts of their movers ; and to be con- 
tinually repeating to them, that the fovereignty 
belongs to the nation, and not to the fe£lions of 
Paris. 


The 
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The London conUporter, the Swifs pea/snt, 
the American hunter, are better acquainted with 
their rights, and know better how to reafon about 
them, than certain academicians who are now 
making fpeeches in the feftions. 

It is heverthelefs aflerted, that the fovereigns 
of Paris are a good fort of people, and that they 
would willingly abdicate their fovereignty in fa- 
vour of a Bourbon or a Brunfwick, in exchange 
for forae mpdefl: titles, fuch as fecretaries of the 
king, king’s advocates, fheriffs of Paris, lieute- 
nants of .tile police, ports, penfions, &c. I be- 
lieve it. 

Unhappy people 1 open then your eyes on the 
proje£ls of tbefe tribes of jugglers, anarchtfts^ Ba- 
bouvi/ls, who are lengthening out war and famine 
at the expence of your credulity. Liften to the 
voice of your legiflators, who are anxious to re- 
ftore peace and plenty, and a free government 
with liberty, which, you may cherilh j but of - 
which you have' made/pr bad a ufe. 


CHAP 



xMw FiSfviti aF‘j^Alitgs 


.*is 


CHAP. CLXII. 

POUQtflER TlNVltLl. 

In order that Robefpierre iniight^give’^a fre« 
courfe to his crimes, it was not eacnigh for him 
to be powerful, and fupported eve'ii iJjr a daring 
municipality j he flood in need of fome atrocious 
and obfcquious chara£lCTS, one of thofe men who 
pique themfelves on being a valet of tyranny, 
and to whom crimes coft nothing. The pale- 
vifaged diftator met with Fouquier Tihville, an 
old procureur at the Chatelet, and attached him* 
felf to him ; never was there formed a more con- 
genial aflfociation between heroes of wickednefs. 

Had a wife forefight buried in eternal oblivion 
the hiftory of the revolutions of empires, the hy- 
pocrite Robefpierre wc^dd not perhaps, like 
Cxfar, have afpired to the di^atorlhip } and the 
horrible Fouquier Tinville, taking the confidant 
of Nero for his model, would not have carried 
the fcience of accufation to fo;l(igh a pitch of 
perfection. 

Never did there exift a man of a mind mom 
ddeply cunning, mdf|^exterous in framing crim^ 
and falfifying Eadh of his words tvas a 

fnare, which the perfian accvded could neither fee 

vox. II. I , not 
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iior avoid j his tongue and bis thoughts were en- 
chained. In vain did the wife in tears conjure 
hinij on her knees; to hear to the end the juftifi- 
cation of her hulbahd j ■ the tiger, deaf to the 
voice of grief, pronounced with fternnefs the 
condenth’atioh of the innocent. 

Juftice, though *flow in punifliihg, feized at 
length on this iniquitous accufef, who difplayed, 
throughout hiS examinations, an unfhaken pre- 
fence of mind. • Seated on the foremoll bench at 
the tribunal, 'Where he had condemned fo many 
innocent people, -two great cartons ferved him 
for a writing'delk^ He wrote without coaling, 
and his pen feemed to run as fall as his thoughts ; 
and while he wrote, hot a lingle word, either of 
the prclident or of a fellow-prifoner,. of a wit- 
nefs, a judge, or the public accufer, efcaped him. 
His attention in the courfe of this long affair 
did not feem to relax a minute j he was like the 
Argus of the fable, all eyes and ears. It is true 
that he affefted to flunsber during the fumming- 
up of the public accufer; but this inattention 
\Vas only dilfembled# in order to deceive the fpec- 
fators. He afJeSed a tranquillity of countenance, 
though hell already in his heart. 

-His fixed look made the audience turn away 
their'Cyes in fpite of thenlfelvesj when he^^oke, 
Ii^l^l' eyebrows j his voice was load; ^rude, 
and ihendeiHg; changing continually from (harp 
jjnd^lTora grave to faultering. It was 

impolfible 
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impoffible to put more aflurance than he did in 
his denials, more addrefs in perverting and infu- 
lating fa£ts, and efpecially in pleading a/iHs. 
When a judge handed to him a fentenCe' figned 
in blank with his own hand, he denied his hgna- 
ture with a firm voice, and did not tremble be- 
fore an accufing witnefs. When the proof was 
peremptory, he made the court refound with his 
horrible invedtivcs. Impofture, impudence, ob- 
fiinacy, anger, were the only arms which he 
could oppofw to the power of truth j every cri- 
minal palfion feemed ftarting from his confcience, 
and laid him open as it were to the eyes of the 
fpeftators. 

This raonftcr in human fl)ape had a round 
head, black and ftrait hair, a narrow and pale 
forehead, hazel eyes round and fmall, a full face 
marked with the fmall-pox, a look fometimes 
fixed, fometimes oblique, a middle fize, and a 
ftrong leg. 

Under the fanguinary reign of this fccond dic- 
tator, we could no longer call our country our 
mother ; it was onlj- the tomb of her children. 
Not a being, except he who hadi trodden under 
foot every fentiment that could indulge a finile. 
While families paflfed days and nights in weep- 
mg, fighing, trembling, ekpefttng the fatellites 
which this tyrant fent for prey into eveiy opulent 
houfe. 


Thofe 
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Thofe who happily efcaped his tyrannical 
power, faw him in the cart which drew him to 
punifliment. The va|l fteps of the courts of juf- 
tice were covered with an immenfe crowd of 
fpeSlators, who, on the firft appearance of this 
great criniina|, poured forth an unanimous cry 
of indignation. Their accufing voices were as 
fp many darts, which ftruch at once on his bare 
heart. His front, impenetrable as marble, bid 
defiance to look j he was even obferved to 
fmile, ^d throw out menacing words. But at 
the ffi^t of , the fcaffold, when he felt the pangs 
of'death, he appeared at that terrible moment 
to feel the weight and enormity of his guilt. 
This inexorable terrorift trembled in his turn 
under the pitilefs axe j and his life was extiii- 
guifhed in the blood of the balket, where lay 
already the heads of Benoit de Foucault, of Duf- 
ponnier, and Dix AoAt, the minifters of his bar- 
barities.- 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. CLXIIL 

SALTPETRE. 

The coalefced powers were anxious for th6 
ruin, the divifion, or difmeraberroent of ^'rance. 
We bad arms, iron, and courage j But powdef 
for the fervice .of the armies was wanting ; and' 
we had hot even the firft m^aferiaJs. Buf how 
many refources a populous city offers, the foil of 
which has contained for fo many ages th'6 wrecks 
of all the terreftrial and putrefying elerrrents. In 
a moment each man defcends into his cellar, and 
digs up the earth j in every kitchen the pave- 
ment is taken up, and the aihes carried off from 
the hearths. Every heap of rubbifli is exa- 
mined, in order to extraft the earths impregnated 
with faltpetre ; every wall #as, as it were, lick- 
ed, and whatever bore the tafte of fait was car- 
ried off for revolutionary fabrication : it was 
quicks it was univerfal s the operation was per? 
formed in every houfe ; it was done with zeal 5 
every fpot of impregnated foil was turned up, 
and thoufands* of fhovels brought and expofed 
the humid foil to the rays of the fun. 

This operation, which could not Have been 
thought of, or at lead executed, but in revolu- 
tionary, 
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tionary times, hindered France from falling into 
the power of the coalition. 

Who could have imagined that the cellars of 
Pa^is contained in their bofom the means of re- 
pelling the league of kings ? 

Every citizen laboured with indefatigable zeal, 
becaufe he felt the neceffity of the roeafure : no 
perfon complained of being harafled, becaufe 
when fafety dan be purchafed only by a bold 
operation, it is always felt and adopted. In- 
fcriptions were written over the doors of feveral 
houfes, which laded for more than a year, which 
were conceived in thefe terms: “ To hallen the 
** death of tyrants, the citizens living in this houfc 
** have furniihed their contingent of faltpetre.” 


CHAP. CLXIV 

THE PEOPLE MORE DAINTY THAN HERETO- 
FORE. 

The moment a common workman was able 
to gain, in the time of paper money, two hun- 
dred crowns a day, he accuflomed himfelf to dine 
^ the redaurateurs, putting afide his cabbage and 
bacon for fowl and creffes ; throwing by his tin 

can. 
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Qaoj tboygh of.tolerable fize, for the fealed bottle 
at forty fous. The difti of coffee and the glafs 
of liqueur lyere neceffary. appendages to his good 
qbeer, which oiade .hina infolent, lazy, libertine, 
greedy, and guttiing. 

The more elevated cjaffes of fociety h^ve confe- 
quently far furpaffed the lower orders in gluttony, 
the Votiries of which vice have been multiplied 
by the fale of the emigrant wines. In the time 
of the aflignat, the lowed clerk favoured Hermir 
tagc wine j and the b^ber’s boy is hot the only 
one amongft his equals, who can boall of having 
tailed delicious Madeira. 

The cooks of princes, of qounfellors to the 
parliament, of cardinals, qf canons, and of farmers 
general, did not remain a Jong time out of em- 
ploy after the emigration of the imitators of Api- 
tius. They became reftaurateurs, and advertifed 
that they were going to prefer and praflice, for 
whoever would pay, for the feime of the ^ gullet ^ 
as Montaigne fays. , ^ . 

Money-jobbing, which blew up, though a little 
too late, the fccret of the fabrication of paper- 
currency, in order to force the re-appearance of 
the coin, that it might be bought up with paper 
of no value, gavo birth to that fwafm of glow- 
worms^ or newly rich, whofe gluttony exceeds 
even that of the Chauoines . - 

Thofe men oS.fram. and hayy of oats and meMf 
are the perfoiK who Itavse brought 

agam 
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a gain into vogue ; and the cooks have alfo re- 
doubled their refinement, to give to their profef* 
.fion 9 II its importance and all its dignity. 

. It was a title of nobility amidfi the famine to 
Itave a table covered with the moft exquifite 
fi>od, witji the.firft of each feafon, mid difplaying 
bread white as fnow, while the populace were 
prefling at midnight to get, at the peril of their 
lives, an ourmc- of oaten bread. 

, At prefen^':.ev5en when the republic is feated 
on the bafis df equality, it is fiill by means of 
fplendid dinners itbat intrigue rifes to the highefl 
poite,* ^ . 


CHAP. CLXV. 

CONTRACTORS FOR THR SERVICE OF THF 
ARMIES. 

Yon find aipong th®tn old hackney attornies, 
jews, lackeys,* and other people of this com- 
plexion, who, having feen at a diflance the dif- 
credit of the paper money, received it from all 
hands in the vigour of its youth j with this paper 
ifltmey they monopolized every commodity j 
afifehivards jobbed paper for louis, and louis for 

paper ; 
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paper ; and having by thefe tricks made confi* 
derable capitals, they prcfented themfelves to the 
miniftcrs, and made propofitions for the fervice 
of the different armies of the republic. They 
had no difficulty in getting contrafts*; after 
giving an intercft in them to certain deputies, 
certain heads of offices with gilded tongues ^ 
through fuch intermediaries they obtained large 
advances to enable them to pay thofe witli whom 
they dealt ; but they had the addrefs to keep 
the ftinds, which were then almoft always made 
in coin, and bought up bills in the market at a 
low pi ice, making immenfe profits wdth the mo- 
ney <• liic public treafur)', while they paid their 
manuiacturcrs, merchants, and tradefmen with 
mandats. This money, before it entered again 
iiilo circulation, ferved them alfo to buy up the 
• mandats, and fell them again when the price 
was high i they then .boated that they had fur- 


* When they had madd their extravagant cofttradh, they 
exaAcd large Turns in advance, which they obtained, and 
found a part of the magaziius, of which theie had not been 
time to finifli the inventories, ftored wkh obje^s of conlump- 
tion when they entered upon their fuMidtions. Thefe tiiey 
diftributed, without untying their pi)rff-&ii>g6, to the varknic 
ferviccs that wanted them, and from whonv they received 
which the}’ paid in as money; and by this fubtk* manoeuvre 
made immenfe gain, to the lofs of the public. At prefenl^ 
thefe purle-proud contra^iors compJatu of meeting wiA 'de*- 
lays ill their payments; and threaten the government with Ad- 
continuing their conirads, and cooHnlttiag the fafety of the 
armies. 


niibod 



122 KEW. PICTURE Of JABTS. 

fliflied the. fervice without receiving a fous from 
government, as if they could prevent it from 
being underllood, that they had dexteroufly made 
the fuppJks wdth the lad iouis torn from the 
econojuy of the indigent, by the fcience of money 
jobbing. : ■ 

All the money of the public treafure is in- 
gulphed in the coffers of thefe greedy contrac- 
tors, who are ^ continually be/ieging its gates, 
continually corn|daining, ’ and demanding, and 
who foractimes make off with the deuiers of the 
ftate, without being>ever more heard of. 

The tradefmen and manufafturers; who have 
furnilhed the contraflor with thdr refpe£tive ar- 
ticles, being badly paid, or not paid at all, have 
always fent in. damaged goods, or of inferior 
quality. The foldier has been many a day with- 
out eating bread, or tafting food ; prefen ting the ' 
afflicting fpe£tacle of the pioft hideous nudity. 
Sloes have been delivered to him, the folcs of 
which were made of parqjhment and palleboard. 
The lick died, in the hofpitals for want of medi- 
cines ; or if by force of conftitution a few fur- 
mounted the violence' of the difeafe, fcarccly have 
they found, ont Tiit^bing their corps, a morfel of 
bread, vfliich they could devour in almoft choking 
themfclves. without appealing their hunger. The 
horfes had bundle of reeds inftead of hay ; and 
tfel^iwere even objiged,^ in the conftant want of 
forage, to fweep away the fnow which covered 

the 
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the grafs of the meadows, to let them pick a 
few fpires, incapable of prolonging their exift* 
ence ; and the horfes, perilhing by thoufands, 
ilrewed the way with their catcafes *. 

And the authors of To many evils are thofe, 
who in public promenades, and on days of 
national feUivals, are mounted fo proudly on 
dreft horfes, fed to the prejudice of horfes for 
the field. Thefe men are the devourers of the 
fubfiftence of the people, dining : with as much 
fplendor and fenfuality as princes at dreft 
balls, and who wmild, if they durft, have 
pages to precede their brilliant carriages. 
Thefe are the fliamelefs rafcals, who in the lifts 
of expences which they produce to the go- 
vernment, infert with impudence the fame ar- 
ticle twice, which fraud efcapes the eye of the 
* comptroller only becaufe they are continually on 
his flioulders, w’ith their watch in their hand, 
fixing the time of his labour, in order not to mifs 
the hour of the payment of their bills. 

This is but a fmall conifer of the curtain lifted 
up, which conceals the ravages of a terrible 
war. Great God ! open the eyes of blind mor- 
tals; foften their hardened h^rt with the ktft 
tears of fo many mothers deprived of -iheir chil- 
dren, dead in the field ! Put a flop to that 

* Dragoons have been fceo iharing tlteir bread wtdi^beir 
horfes, for Want of forage. 


phren*y 



124 


liAlV PlCTff&B 6F FAfct*. 


pbrtnzy, which makes them deviate fb wide froift 
the path of reafoo. It is time for humanity and 
wiTdorn to refume their empire ; it is time for 
every one to be inaprefled with this truth ; hoW 
noble, how tifeful is it ttt facrifke glory to the 
fafety of.the country ! The mathematical fcience 
of killing men is not worth the fimple fcienee of 
fowing an handful of wheat, of planting a tree, 
and creating oitt likenelTes. It is time for men 
to begin to lonre caie another j then it will be no 
longer neceflary tO etmftrain them to fwear to 
be faithful to tlld laws of their country i then 
unitrerfal peace fliaJl fpread its glorious canopy 
over all the earth, and gentle concord reign . 
amongft a// its happy inhabitants. 


CHAP. CjLXVf. 

PROMENADES IN THE BOrs DE BOULOGNE. 

iAll the Manpi^rare Graces, Jurtos, Venufles, 
CafypEfos^i^charifes all the men will foon be 
Apdllos .and Harcifltifl^) Endymions and Anti- 

♦Ua. the. road of theBois de Boulogne, I per- 
ceiveD^E^phne in a xabriolet> which an Englifli 

coiufer 
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courfer is bearing off to Bagatelle. You would 
fuppofe it the Olympic racing, ground, from the 
cars with two horfes Bying amidli tflouds of 
duft to this abode of fplljr. 

Thoufands of latpps, fufpended from flirubs, 
have transformed it into a palace of rubies, 
emeralds, topazes, and diamonds. What a roup 
d'ml! Armida inhabits tbefe lhades j it is her 
magic wapd which has created fparkling 

objects. The flutes breathe in epnoprt* while the 
loves are fporting in the mjf^yious grottoes. 

The moft exquifite fruijts,;‘Cfcw?orate the fide- 
tables of the ice Teftaurateufi; Pomona heilelf 
lays down her balkets j icca of .every colour, 
corapofed of perfumed eflences, citrons, oranges, 
and pine-apples, folicit every taftej it is Olympus 
here; it is Garchi who diftils the ambrofia. How 
many Mars are led hither, and treated by their 
•Venuffes. - 

But what refplcndent light is that which 
gleams through the.;^ir?; |s it the emperor of 
China travelling ip a lanterpi* or the bird of Ju- 
piter pouncing on a bare f Nq, it is a luminous 
bomb, which lightena tbe i^^t of an un-. 
known goddefe. Bvery on^ with tras^- 

port. Hout^ bmaifui pie is t is ibtt: g^eral ex- 
clamation j the crowd trembletfopbendifei ’^wr 
are offered up for her fafety j the grqateft 
is exprelfed fosr .ber return. At feagthy tc^bo 
great fatis^af^iop ftf BtQ fpoiftatorii xteleeada ' 

with 
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with majeftic flownefs. . in her car drawn hy 
doves; flie touches the earth; they run, they 
prefs ; every eye is, fixed on this charming objeft : 
and what do they fee-T — rij, large doll ! : 

The affembly, though a: little confufed, laugh 
at the miftake, and feparate amidft a fliower of 
gold. Thus pafs the days of fummer at Paris. 

Bagatelle was the rendezvous of the moft 
brilliant part of the ariflooracy. It was there 
that all the armies of the republic were con- 
quered — = — ^by the t^j^ue ; that Buonaparte was 
baptifed by the Off ©^af, Difilator ; and 

that we were threatened with a military govern- 
ment. ' ■ ’ 

Capet of Prox'ertce, and his wife, more fortu- 
nate than Capet the elder, pafied the frontier ; 
it was they who formed the principal fubjeit of 
converfation. The late proprietor of Bagatelle 
W’as fo amiable i . he ii^d the' girls, and even 
women of faihion, fo luudr* that it is almoft im- 
poffible that fuch goodn^te fltould^ not fome 
day dr other help him to the’ throne. They are 
perfuaded that fuch is the defign of Cbnde, fup- 
ported by Picheig^jip^M. Courant de Neufchatel, 
^ the iKJokfis^Ii^^auche Borel. ' 

I ftoidd inform; my readers, that I was well 
acquainted ' with thofe two perfonages; The firft 
is a kind of fprefifer, very fit for a bold ftnofce, as 
atjtidft all the Swifs are ; riflting ;his life without 
fcru|5feTor a’ couji «The Tecond is a difcreet 

kind 
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kind of a diftafF, from which you may fpin and 
knot a good deal of thread. The town of Neuf- 
chatel is otherwife the firft city in the world 
where there are moft men of addrefs to be bought 
or fold, no matter by or to whom. 


CHAP. CLXVII. 

THE MOUTH IS ALWAYS AT WOltK 

Have you ever heard of Adefihagie^ It is a 
Greek word, which fignifies the Goddefi of Glut' 
tony. In the midll of revolutionary horrors, Adc- 
phagie loft no part of her empire. 1 Icr nunK- 
rous altars were not lefs erected by the lido of ti.e 
guillotine, and the wide cemeteries encumber.'* t 
with viflims. The Parifian, in fliort, did not loie 
a ftroke of his tooth. 

It is the wide-extended mouth of the people, 
which, in this imtnenfe city, Ihe feal refervoir of 
power, has made the rufty crowns leap Out from 
every coffer, from every hiding-place } how- 
ever flow the circulation, however great the fca:- 
.city of coin, the crowns buried for a century 
paft,.by their magic power puts windmills, tuns 

of 
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of wine, butchers, and cooks of every degree, in 
' motion. 

In vain do crowns Humber inviSble in the 
bottoms of ftrong boxes Of ^rk cellars j tlicy milft 
always make their sppearR^e iMrightened, Alin- 
ing whenever fStes and feAivals are on the car- 
pet. 

The fumptuous tables are fpread fay the Ade of 
committees, where the life or death of men were 
fubjeSs but of Aight dIfeuAion. After the, office 
of exeentioher 6^e 'Aial of the fcuilioits. 

Without tfae ajd of the n^dth, mdney, in this 
age of ftem egotifan, would accumulate in maffesj 
gluttony has dug i perpetual outlet for it, and 
the decemvirs themfelves,who rejefted every other 
petition, however earneA and juft, had their ears 
wide open to every invitation to a fplendid ta- 
ble. 

The mouth is the molt amiable of pleaders, the 
moft perfuafive of counfelbrs j it can fpeak as im- 
perioufly as money in the ear of the truculent 
clerk, and render him gentle. 

The vi£lims in the prifons facrificed to their 
ftoraach, and f^od of’the moft exquifite kind paf- 
fe<f the narrow W^et for men who were near 
their laft 4ieal, but were ignorant of it. 

From Asb boHoms of dungeons contra£ls were 
paAed with the reftaurateurs, and the articles 
were^figned on both Ades, with particular condi- 
tions with refpe£f to the delicacies. 


No 
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. ^9 ooe fcs^ceJy ever vi^teda prifoner widiout 
briuging him for confohtioa a bottle of claret^ li» 
queurs of the ides, or delicate pa(iry. 

The psftiy-cook on. ^ fide,, who well knows 
that the mouth is alws^l^going, fent his lids alfo 
into the prifons, proniifing to exerdfe his , ut- 
moft fltill. Nothing, iays the advertifement, 
equa^ the delicacy of ^s -aft ^ ' cj^feedces and 
cuftards, in atfeefting idte progrdS his ieknce 
and. indii^^, . will 

Parifian luxury, whei^i^ dr,;fjree. 

His glais-Jliogi^;i^i|^p;=^^ as d^co- 
rated, and as neat infidei^'l^ n^hat of 

jeweller. Tarts and fpice cake? fr||pang€^ 
der glafles with as mufh fyuihietry^as. dJtiofities 
of jiatur^, hiftoo'v , v . 

He has made a fcienfifydludy. of a|l fades and 
conftitutions. 

At the tempting %ht .of fhofe ortpl^ pa^s 
and kidney tarts, the ftranger, the contra6tor, the 
new inillionajire, and tl:^ fffifoner, by hearfay, felt 
their purfes. Who will believe that when blood 
was flowing in torrents^, the paftry-cook, more 
audacious iu his conceptions thf.:p;^retii|, mould- , 
cd his paltry into Priapps, and,i||yu|...nakes-the^ 
form of the virginal fex. All. ejjiCe^s touch each 
other j never w'as there feen.a greater propenfity 
to glutton than in thofe days of calamity, 
horror. I call to witnefs for the fa£i: tj^ fi^cgrft. 
fon§ into which I have been plunged, , , 

VOL. II. k. 1 do 
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I do not conceal it, that when I faw tnyfelf fo- 
parated from the world and from fociety, J did 
not wifli to die, and leave my afrallins that 
triumph and fatisfa£lion ; I vviflicd to live, on 
the contrary, to fee tJ^ fend of thefe Angular 
events-. I declared- to all the companions of my 
misfortunes, that I coliftituted myfelf a man-plant, 
and that I Avas refolved to be nothing elfe ; J 
made a capital affair of my four meals a-day, or 
rather of one' 'lingle meal, which- lafted from 
morning to eviehing, eating.dike the children only 
when ' 1 was Hungry,, Xt 4s with this regime; 
thit'I tanl^^fflfeflruefs, bad'aif, and foHtude, and 
prepared rnyfelf to Avait the great day of national 
juftice, and fee thofc 5 odious tyrants perilh, whofe 
figures and chara£ters it has been referved^ for me 
to deferibe. • 

He who wijkes to a£t the angel, fays Pafeal, aEi^ 
the beaji. I did well not to ena£l the angel. In 
prefervjng my health, I kept my mind in tune, 
and though the waHs’Of prifons were wallsof dark- 
nefs J Irecal ideas which I iliould not have found 
elfcwhere, arid which guide me in my obferva- 
tion<;, , ' " 


CHAP 
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. CHAP. ^LXVIII. 

CAPITALIST. 

This wwd, under the old regimen* was 
fcarcely known any where but at Paris, and 
meant a,;monfter of fottuneKia-fnatt with a heart 
of brafs, and who ha^ aiffeftions. 

He has ng. country*, he is dbitiicilijtted without 
being a citizen j and this infulated being has no 
fear that taxation fhould touch his prop<a*ty, 
which jjs.iramenfe. . 

He laughs when he hears you talking of the 
.territorial tax j he has not an inch of land. 


CHAP. CLXIX. 

PUBJLIC KITCHSJif. 

The extreme fcarcity of bread, and tlie con- 
tinually progreffive increafe of the price of pro- 
viflons, reduced to very great diftrefs alrhoft 
every family not in eafy circumftances, and efpe- 

K 2 ciaJly 
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ciaJIy the neceflitoiis. They ncverthelefs found 
on the Pont au Change wherewith to fatisfy the 
cravings of Imnger. In the middle of the Quay 
de la Feraille, about fijyen in the evening, the 
ftrong odour of herrings feized the moll impene- 
trable noftrils- 

On eacli fide of the foot pavement cooks had 
erected their kitcliens, not certainly of the rank 
and ftanding of thofe known at the time under 
the nan\e Of Wue ribbands, and where you dined 
with unbUftdM^/g^llcaats. 

"On the ed]^ w a table of the lall century 
Were arranged the plates, which contained each 
three broiled herrings, fprinkled with fhreds 
of onions and a little vinegar, the whole for A 
billet of fifteen fous. By the fide appear a few 
difiies of ftetved prunes and lentils fwimming 
in their fauce. Earthen bowls of green leaves 
filled up the middle .tmder the name of fallads, to 
tempt the paflengers. ’ 

We have feem th<^n} j^fanged by hundreds 
around thefc frugal tables, eating w'ithout bread 
portions much too moderate for the capacity of 
their ilomach »ajid ‘the \ ehcnicnce of their appe- 
tite. One naan^drinks his lentils without chewing 
them, another fwallows a herring at a mouthful, 
without troubling himfclf about the bones. 

The Place de Greve prefonted the fame diftref- 
fing fpffilacle, which no compaffioiiate man could 

behold 
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behold without feeling the te«rs run down his 
cheeks. 

He fighed in fecret over* the horribfe evils 
occafioned by war andi^eurfed the fa£iions, who, 
gorged with golt aftif delicacies,’ affetied po- 
verty, lamented over the fate of the indigent, . 
and excited them to revolt ; he was under con- 
tinual apprehenfions left . cruel famine, under 
the form of a //v/»£; deaths ihould.fuddenly make 
its appeairance amidft heaps of vi^iths.* Never- 
thelefs decreed in l^fs eulo- 

gium to thofe cheap\ and’^^'m^dell tn^aurateuf s 
who prevented the unliappy ffom pefiming entire- 
ly with hunger ; very different frotn^hofe banking 
traiteurs, who make a fortune of every dinner of 
their numerous guefts. * 

Look at thofe roofiefs fliops along the buildings 
of the Louvre , dn the fide of the Seine. There 
laborious Hercules’s, many’fiard-working men, go 
and appeafe their hun^^f ^ a reafonable price. 
Strings of herrings dry in the fun 

await the gridiron; 11’ is the' affair of a twink- 
ling; meat, puddings, eggs,, fait fifti, are all min- 
gled in the fame difh, which h^^H^fore the fliop' 
between tWo ftones, ^d is foo^^fl^tied. Apr:^ 
petite is the faUce to this truly Spartan food. 
Thofe taverns are the real refectories of fobri- 
ety. The man who takes his repaft there has 
gained it lawfully -by the fweat of his brow, and 

the 
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the tradefman who receives the reckoning is a 
man. 

I do npt look with the fartie eye on the ego- 
tift, who, alone at a ta'^, dines at the Palais- 
Royal for fifty livres ; nor the opulent reftaurateur, 
who fends him his bill with his glafs of liqueur. 

It is not impoffible, in reflefling in an inn, to 
divine a good* plan of economy, finance, and 
morality. 

'Hie lahounng tnan fpends in proportion to 
his gains, ah^ 'foyas the reft to maintain his wife 
and childrqn^ he pays as he receives, and owes 
nothing. Eut every thing is relative. Every one 
fhould live according to his circumliances, and 
then every thing would go well, even the go- 
vernment. 




CHAP. CLXX. 

'4; 

BREVIARY 

How did Louis Capet, the laft king of the 
French, employ himfelf during his imprifonment 
in the tower, of the Temple ? He drank, flept, 
*'and ftudied his Breti^iary. One might have taken 
him for the moft ftoical of philofophers, if it had 

hot 
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not been known that he became a devot ; it is 
certain that he had fed himfcif with a miqber 
of theoJogicaJ ideas, and perhaps he was the only 
one at his court who Uiousht about^them. "ITie 
priefts had ex^cifed tlilSr myHical power over his 
brain, which already was not a very ftrong one. 

1 met Clery, his valct*de-chambre, at the Force, 
who made me acquainted with fevemi circum- 
ftanccs concerning him. He faw, with great 
calmnefs, all his decorations, Jinife, ta- 

ken from him ; but he was n^uch affefcted 
when they carried off his fire-fliWel^ and did not 
conceal his an|;er. 

During his return from the hill of Uie conven- 
tion to the Temple, at the time “of his fccond 
examination, he alkcd Chaumettc what country 
he came from-r“ From the dtjmrtmeiif of the 
“ N evre It is a beautiful country 1 ' — “ Haie 
“you never been thei e No, but I JncJife miA- 
“ mg the lour of France 'Stfwo yeau time, and Jct- 
“ mg all its beauties'* Obferving that the fccre- 
tary of tlie commune had his hat on his head in 
the can iage, he faich to him with a fmile, “ The 
“ firjl tune you came to take me from the Tempt e, you 
“ had forgotten your hat : you hetoe keen more carefni 
“this time'' 

• Deceived by the nobility, by his two brothers, 
by La Fa)ette, knowing that the ptojed was -to 
declare his children baftards, after taking from 
him the crown, it is really aflonifliing that he 
2 fliould 
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ihould have acceded to a plan of cfcapc un- 
‘ jijiAifiable in every point of^ view. It lias been 
that he was yet ignorant of ail thofc confpi- 
racies; but when he was ^uly enlightened, why 
did he not become fmcemy and truly conftitu- 
tional? 

. It was the Breviary then whiili t onfoled him 
for the lofs of alJ his great uefs. 

It is not aftonifliing, that after his death the 
priefts vviifhed ti^'inakc him a martyr. Relics 
coniainin^ Itnte or falfc, were diftributed 

for a long linie'si knaves fold them to fools ; a*id 
in confeffionals, *the having been prefent at his 
execution was ;!?referved cafe. At the moment 
I wiite, and I can fcarcely believe my eyes, I fee 
unloaded at the door of a church' at Paris twelve 
or fifteen c<vifeffionals quite new. 1 darted back 
with furprize at the. fight of this pRpal artillery ; 
each of thofe hypocritical boxes is a piece of can- 
non ready charged againft the republican govern- 
ment. Srcerdotal preaching is already an open 
war i we can forefee or prevent its cffefls j but 

confeffion , who can calculate its fccret and 

dangerous confequcnccs. 

Several bookfollers have allured me that Bre- 
viaries were bought up wherever they could be 
found. Delivered from Capucins, from Pic-pus, 
from Minims, Chartreux, monks unfliod with 
or without beards, priors, canons, and abbes, we 
faid, “ A few hours are fufficient for labour, if 
4 every 
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every one would put their hand to the oar, to 
“ make France a real Utopia and now th^ aiC 
reading the Breviary of Paris as in paft times* 
and more than in paft times; for thofe who read 
do not read carelefsly ot not at all as formerly. 

Breviaries and Miflals-are fent into the depart- 
ments and to Germany, while our abominable 
romances are palling into Spain, where they had 
never heard talk of them. Thus twenty years are 
fornetimes fufficient to change totirely the face 
of an empire. If the Spaaiatds" read our books, 
good as well as bad, they will be our imitators 
and rivals. < 

How many ev^ts have happened from 1789 
to 1797, unknown, unobferved, unparalleled in 
fpite of fo many writings ; what a rpe£tacle con- 
cealed from hiftoiy ; how many new ideas on the 
extravagance and perverfity of men! 


OHAP. 
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CHAP. (SLXXl. 

StrPERFlNE COOK. 

In the manner we eat at Paris, the beft cheer 
in any otlier place is- nOjt worth a dinner at 
Mcot’s, hot, t'eady, well-dreffed ; you chufe yovir 
meat in a^liO; a hundred dilhes, a lift printed 
with, the moft ftu^i^ care j a fine gilded faloon, 
fculptured andi^thcatficalji pyramids of fine fruit; 
a fucculent odour which fpreads itfelf around, 
and which would give you an appetite if you 
had none. At the principal bar, two ladies of 
elegant appearance fuperintend the police, and 
ftill more the receipt. 

It is there that yotx- dihe like a happy man ; but 
the dinner is very dear> and you would fuppofc 
that the tariff of catablps is a rule for every other 
reftauratcur, fo accurately do they model thcra- 
felveson the highclfi price. It is in thefc falcons 
, that you find op the right and left the French- 
man fociable^and pliant. From thence you go 
to the opera, to hear CEdipe a Colonne, and 
fee the ballet of Pfyqbe ; that ballet, an afto- 
nilhing affemblage -of all the efforts of art, and 
you leave it ftupified with admiration and plca- 
fure, a thing inconceivable ! Never in the hap- 

pieft 
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pleft times did the French, or any other people, 
attend the theatre with fo much rage. The 
opera begins at fix ! at three the people bcfiegc 
the doors, another th|^|[ as inconceivable ! This 
people,' without reftriint, impetuous, and violent, 
range themfelves with patient tranquiljjity on lit- 
tle narrow inconvenient benches, where they find 
themfelves fqueezed,’and half in darknefs j they 
are all ftill and filcnt, or talk low;\ 

They applaud with iraj'ifpprt^lffcenjes of deli- 
cious tendernefs, whicbvi^k<a^^ hjl^iire good- 
iicfs. Every heart fw^Us ^ith'PSafnrtj^ every eye 
overflows with tears, and thew|k:^*a«ldience feel 
the fame fcntiments. „ 

Are thefe really the fame Parifians who by 
,thoufaijds.have a£ted like ferocious tigers, while 
othefiha'^ fllffered thcmfelves to be incarcerated 
like flicep ma butchery?,., Is it really on the 
fame pavement which .leads to thofe brilliant 
fpeftacles, that the htive rolled alonir 

with fixty or feveniy^.Viaic^ in which the huf- 
band was mingled with the'ivife, the mother with 
her fon, and the friend with the friend. . 

Foreigners thought, that after the dreadful, 
ftruggle, of which we had beenthe deplorable in* 
ftruments, that after fo much bloodflicd, we were 
plunged into mifery, into anarchical tumult, and 
exciting only feelings of pityj not only incapable 
of fupporting theatres, which indicate flouriihing 
circumfiances, but alking if We had not forgotten 

how 
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how to laugh. And it was at thisepocha, that the 
theatre of the Vaudeville was revived: the Hock 
of its little pieces is but a trifling a6&rr, but 
they are fo pretty, fo pregnant, fo well a6ied, that 
even in this fubaltern artll fecondary kind of 
•amufement, we fee a, nation which continues 
tb leave the reft behind it in the dramatic career, 
not perhaps in works of genius, but by the wit 
and gaiety with with it feafons its produ£lions. 

And on thfe :ibSi of fo many pleafures they arc 
endeavour!^ -ko the infernal elements 

of the faqcip^ *motheir-fociety of Paris; they are 
fowing the revolutionary tempefts, which 

have defolated IK^nce, and are anxious to revive 
their f} ftem of bloody anarchy. 

The more we conflder this city, the more we be- 
hold it a colleGion of ill-aflbrted thin^ an unpa- 
ralleled mixture of chara£ters, and^;^b.n[iay aflert 
that it is not laws but j^n which rcign, for the 
laws affume the compl^^loa and phyliognomy of 
thofe who execute ;;^e ^%pen literally govern- 
ed by individuals. ’'I^hat is ihoft important then 
is the, choice of the men ; we have feen fomc 
fporting w'ith the barbarous horrors of injuftice, 
bppofition, murddir, and deftruflion ; we have be- 
held others difplaying at thefe terrible epochas 
fverv thing' w'hich beneficence and compaffion 
could infpire of what was moft magnanimous, 
and indulging only the virtuous paflions. 


CHAP 
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CHAJ^. CLXXII. 


TIVOLI. 

I 'went yefterday, to Tivoli', not the Th'oh 
where Horace ftrung his lyre, where Propertius 
corapofed his fweet verfes, and thought by the 
fide of his beautiful CynthiR,; pot the Tivoli, 
where, amidft the moft fmlling verdutie, an impe- 
tuous torrent rulhes, dividing, itl^' into five ri- 
vers, which by five difierent, channels either burft 
out, or run, or throw themfelves headlong : 

Me neque tarn patiens Lacedosmon, 

' Nec tun Larhl^ percuflit campus opima:’, 
Qiia^’wmus Albuneie refonantis, 

E: Anio, et Tihumi lacus, etunda 

Mobilibut potnaria 

Once more, it is npt fibe Tivoli at the charmine 
Cdfcatellcs, which we* may Hill fee, after paffing 
under verdant trees, acrofs mulberries, fig-trees, 
pomegranates, and plantain trcc^ j it is the Tivoli, 
not of Italy, but of the Rue Laz^re, known for- 
merly under the name of Folie Boutin. What a 
difference ! There you tread on green turf and 
odoriferous flowers; here you walk on a dry pave- 
ment, and breathe fometimes very difgufling 
odours. There you hear in the neighbouring 
woods the concerts of a thoufand birds ; you fee 

on 
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on the tops of the mountains Hacks feeding or at 
play ; here you behold white chiihneys and un- 
crowned fteeplds, and hear the cries of mifery and 
the oaths of hackney-coacbpicn. 

Have you fecn the of Vefta, or that of 

theSybil? No. — Have you fcen thofe fine columns 
which lean over the abyfs? No. — The grantj cas- 
cade, andthcgfottoofNeptune, thofe hangingrocks 
thofe wild grots, thofe ftirubsfo green, that turffo 
flowery ? No, no f but I have feen alleys garnifli- 
cd with twj&' rows of .' chairs, lighted by yellow' 
lamps, oCctjpled hy . women in jjj^encers,! who were 
amufing th^tjlhltes by gaping, and by young men 
throttled with facks, and w’ho were laughing fil- 
lily and liftlefsly. ' . 

I have fcen a temple eight feet large, and twplvc 
feet high, illuminated with coloured ifires j I have 
feen fireworks w’ell cxocuted, bufj^^o fpeedily 
terminated ; I have feen a dance compofed of 
four perfons under a tent, which might contain 
an hundred, " . 

I have heard the hoife of a . dozen inflruments, 
which changed their place without any change 
in their monotonous fympathy. 

I have heard the rights of war and peace dif- 
cuffed amidft a fvvarm of cockchaffers, which 
drove direfit againft the heads of the grave de- 
baters. 

I have: heard praifes beftowed on the delights 
of Bagatelle, and cenfures laviflicd on the filea- 
fures of 


I have 
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£ have beard regrets of a horrible regime, of 
which the principal fpe£lac]e were the executions 
on thfe Place of. the Revolution. — What the devil ! 
have you neither heard nor feen any thing agree- 
able ! you mull hav^ been very ill .amufed. — 
Pardon me, I was amufedi I have feen many very 
agreeable things, and^ heard others which were 
not lefs fo. It is this name of Tivoli which fpoilt 
every thing ; this name h.as recalled to my mind 
fo many remembrances, that it ihas. forced me to 
make coraparifons, which, were not to 4hc advan- 
tage of the French Tivoli. I began my walk, 
tlierefore, vKth a good deal of pre|t^effion j. and 
who can flatter himfelf with being exempt from 
it ? But all thofe whofe judgment is regulated by 
prejudice are not difpofed to own it fo frankly, 

By degn^^ the cloud is difperfed ; I forgot 
Italy, Proj^^ius, and the Cafcatelles ; and I faw 
what 1 ought to fee, thatjs, a fuperb Englifti gar- 
den, where — s 


Sans contrainte et (ins art, dc fes douces prendee?, 
La nature epuifa les plus puresdclices: 

Dcs plaines, des cotc-iux le melanj^ charmant, 

Lcs oudes a leur choix, errantes mollenient, 

Des rentiers finuciix les routes indeciles, 

Le defordre €n<;hanteur, les piquantes fiirprizes; 
Des afpcdls en les yeux hefitoient i clioiGr, 
Varioient, fufpendoient, prolougeoient leur plaifir. 
Siir I’email volontC* de la fraiche verdure, 

Mille arbres, de ces lieux ondoyante parure, 
Charme de I’ddorat, du go€K.ct dcs regards, 
Elegamment groiipes, negHgemment epais, 
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Se fiiyoicnt, s^approchoient, quelqucfois a ma vuc 

Ouiroicnt dans le lontain unc fcenc imprcvue ; 

Ou tombant jufqu’ a terre etrecourbaiit Icurs bras* 

VenoJent d’un doux obllaclc embaraflei’ nos pas. 

To this defcriptioa, o^^Lch it might be per- 
mitted to* bate foraething without doing any 
wrong to the real beauty of th.e place, you may 
add that of a gay troop #f Loves and Graces, 
running, flying, pls^tig at all the fports knowm 
at Cytherea'; thit 6f a double row of pretty wo- 
men, gazed^ati*^#!^ ^'jgazing, decently ' violated, 
wthout hidin^^^idy thShg Idok, cenfur- 

irig witttetrt: (dife'rcy'the drefi^of the ^tnodeft citi- 
zens who ’pdffdd before them without turban or 
Ipencer. ■ '-i'' ■ . 

Look at thofe light huttCTflies, whdfe ridicu- 
lous drefs' cannot difgui&%legance, nditji%’than it 
c?m difarm efitieirm,’ animatibg tl^^iSure by 
their noify gaiety j' fpfe'aking, witfi^i’^ual inat- 
teritionj o( their horftS and 'their' miftrefles, of 
Buonaparte and the pleafurcs of 

.their iaft- fuppers an^‘tlie'k:^s of* the direfilory, 
of the bdHet bf Pfj^che. and >the h»rrors of war ! 

1 lappy age! 

One of them faid to his companioh, T/iefe is 
m.pir/oit^Aer€:^¥ou ereii^adi replied the other ; 
/ have ta^e'ifian eight hundred pretty women. 

— Oky anfwered the firft, but / have notfmmd her 
here I dm leoidt^fSr:- 


CHAP 
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CHAF. CLXXIII. 

POWDERED HEADS. 

As much wheat is confumed in France in 
ufelefs powder as would nouriih the largeft of 
our departments. Any one may eafily verify 
this calculation. One would fuppofe that hair 
was a nudity amongil usj fince there are men 
who w^ould fooner endure hunger than exhibit 
themfelves in public without powder. 

It would have been worth while, whilft they 
were profcribing fo many ufages, to profcribe 
alfo fo unpot^ a cuftbm j the Jacobins had fair 
ground in reprcfenting that the moft neceffary 
fubfiftencc of men ought pot to he fo profaned ; 
that the beau, or the ariftocrat, expended as 
much meal for his hair as for his (lomach j it was 
a ridiculous luxury, and it was neceffary to flop this 
epidemy general in Europe, and which had already 
croffed the ocean. 

The Jacobins unpowdered themfelves, but they 
afte&ed alfo fo exceflive a dirtinefs, that the fe- 
crifice became invifible. 

But they had fo many adverfaries, that people 
affefled to pow’der themfelves to form a contrail 
with them. The chief himfelf, Robefpierre, 

VOL. n. L was 
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was always drefled and powdered, and this is the 
reafon why there was no crime of high Robe- 
fperian treafon in following the old faftiion. 

Thoic who deteded him, took the opportu- 
nity of repudiating powder, and without being 
Jacobins, adopted the drefs, to economize time 
and preferve health. 

There is nothing more wholefome than wafli- 
ing the head every day; Ihort and 'unpowdered 
hair, therefore^ -ouj^bt to rule the mode. 

It has ndf made a fignal of dilcord and 
divilion j evejy one follows his tafte in this rc- 
fpe£ii you preterit yourfelf powdered and unpow- 
dered j there is full toleration. 

A Frenchman, whp knows how to obfen'e 
and to deferibe, after having eftabliflied the diffe- 
rence between ancient and modern Europe, has 
concluded in a very convincing manner, that 
without a revolution of the globe it would be 
henceforth impoflible for the human race to rclapfe 
into barbarifm i it depended only on the Jacobins 
to guillotine thofc vvho wore pow'dcr, as they had 
guillotined the farmcrs-gcncral for having pur wa- 
j.ter in their fnuff j but fince they have not done 
it, it is a mark which confirms the obfervation 
which has juft been made, and that we ermnot all 
be deftroyed by committees. of itublic fafety and 
general furety j this is what was to be demon- 
ftrated. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. CLXXIV. 

COPPER COIN. 

The great fous made of bell i^ietal are ftored 
in old facks, the depofitaries of domeftic economy 
and forefight, or load the pockets of milk and 
butter-women, and retailers of cabbages and car- 
rots. Since the traffic of gros loiis has been efta- 
bliffied, happy the cook-maids and fervant-girJs 
who, living in the vicinity of the Perron of the 
Palais-Royal, go to the Halle or to the market } 
they change, their crown of fix livres in their 
way, and gain perhaps four or five fous, which 
however does not hinder them from cribbing as 

1* O 

ufual. 

The Ikin-flints give nothing but gros fous to 
their fervant-maids, who are angry at this mark 
of economy, and complain that their pockets 
wear out with the weight. Tlius the brafs or 
copper which, when hung in the. air, deafened 
our cars, now weighs down our facks, and figures 
in every payment, making ten times the weight 
of the fliver. Look at that man yondei;, quite 
bent to the groundj he is like Corregio, xvho died 
from having carried facks of copper money which 
L 2 avaricious 
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avaricious monks had given him, for piflures be- 
came fo precious that they are not to be pur- 
chafed at prefent even for their weight in gold. 


CHAP. CLXXV. 

PHYSICAL AND MORAL ESTIMATES. 

The great city may be compared to a great 
country, and its different feftions to as many 
provinces, the inhabitants of which have their 
peculiar phyfiognomy, their particular charafier, 
their kinds of beauty or uglinefs, Aeir difeafes, 
their prejudices, their inclinations, their habits, 
and their cuffoms. 

It is efpecially under the abfolute empire of 
the catholic religion, that tliofe fhades were moff 
eafy to feize j for the priefts, by the afcendency of 
their morality, or the diverfity of their opinions, 
foftened the heads of individuals almoft as foon 
US they were born, and moulded them like wax. 

For inftance, would you behold pretty fanfti- 
fied Janfcniffs, penitent Magdalens, mifers with 
fallow faces, ufurers retired from buffnefs, walk- 
ing with cautious fteps for fear of wearing out 
their ftioes> the church of St. Stephen of the 

Mount 
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Mount ofiereil a great . number of liich ori- 
ginals. 

• If you tranlported yourfelf to the abbey St. Ger- 
main, you would not find there thofe four faces, 
who made grimaces at a ribband or a medallion 
portrait j you wele in the abode of the Benedic- 
tines, frelli, fat, and not over ihidious. It was 
the true court of love, the affiduous rendezvous 
of fprightly youth ; the odours of their nofegays 
of rofes mingled with that of the incenfe. The 
organ, by its various and harmonious founds, 
called up the fmile on every lip: it gave the 
fong of the girls a fort of exultation, which ren- 
dered them more beautiful and poignant. ■), In 
fliort, it feemed as if their eyes reflefled the jo- 
vial air of the monks with triple chins ; and if fo 
many prettyjGupid children refembled each other, 
by looking at ^fe holy fathers you might ealily 
guefs the caufe *. 

What a contraft in the neighbouring parifli. 
The auftere Sulpitian imprefled on his profelytes 
his own rough and favage air. Not a face of 
young boy or girl whom the fear of the confef- 
fional did not render fad, uneafy, lean, morofe, 
and mournful. Not a grown-up perfon, who 
dared remain alone in the dark, who* did not 
tremble at meeting the devil, or feeing hell open 
under his feet. The nobility, who were fo nu- 

* This temple of Venus h now a faltpetre warehoufe. 


merous 
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merous in this parifli, fwelled the amount of falfe 
devotees, to keep their flaves in furer fubjeftion j 
it was precifely around them that fwapjied hy- 
pocrites, cheats, liars, and knaves. The fyco- 
phant cure, who had refufed to bury Voltaire, 
wanted to make a traffic of* the burial of every 
writer. 

At St. Medard, fanaUcifm,. armed with its 
fiery torches men grofsly ignorant, and ftill more 
credulous j^nd ‘ fuperftitious. It is from this 
dreadful fauxbourg therefore that thofe mad- 
men have bitrft out, who drank human blood 
with delight. 

Other chur^:hes alfo were the climates, as it 
were, of the luxutfy of the capital. In that of 
Quinze-vingts, met the farmers general, the 
change brokers, fccretaries of finance, proud as 
peacocks, ihining with gold, rubies, and dia- 
monds, and w'anting nothing but diadems. The 
poor man even, in this place of magnificence, 
made ufe only of the choiceft expreflions in alk- 
ing alms. 

At prefent even, you may find at St. Gervais 
fome traces of the antient fplendor of the gold- 
fmiths and fheriffs of the Hotel de Ville. It is 
there that the- women come, as the milliners of 
the Charnier des Innocents heretofore, to fliew 
themfelves loaded with ribbands and lace. But 
the almoft general eafy circumftances of the Pa- 
rifians renders their piety tranquil j their finging 

is 
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is foft and meafured j and it is there alfo you 
meet with truly angeJic heaiities. 

We may conclude from thofe different obfer- 
vations, that the education of colleges, convents, 
catechifms, and parifli fchools, have had a very 
fatal influence on tlie charafter of the Parifians. 

In colleges, youth were taught leflbns of va- 
nity, pride, contempt, and egotifm j in convents, 
thofe of refined debauchery ; ift catechifms, thofe 
of jefuitical duplicity, perfidy, knavery, and in- 
tolerance j in charity-fchools, thofe of ingratitude, 
of lazmefs, lying, and brutality. ' ' 

This is the ■ r'eafon why nom^i’' 'lyho gave the 
cowardly example of emigration, were almoft 
all denounced by their lackeys or their porters. 

Such alfo is the reafon why; in aifemblies of the 
feflions, the mofl: extravagant motions, the moft 
atrocious projjefts, the moft vexatious meafures, 
w'ere propofed and executed with fo much cruel 
obftipacy j the greater part by flioemakers, tay- 
lors, carpenters, fraiths, barbers, and even fur- 
geons. The infolence of the noble and the. rich, 
w'ho did not pay them, had raifed their hatred. . 

But you found no maflTacres nor rev^utionifts 
among the honeft coal-porters, (lie butchers, the 
market and corn porters, the flioe-cleaners, and 
chimney-fwcepers, becaufc from being depen- 
dent on the inhabitants on account of thefr do- 
meftic wants, thcv did not feel like others the 
want of money ; and that befidcs, from their pa- 
cific 
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cific charaSer, they weye lefs acceffible to cor- 
ruption. 

AU thofe Uiades have been effaced by the 
overthrow of the catholic worfhip j it had iejft a 
peculiar ftatnp on every quarter, fo that in the 
city you faluted a prieft becaufe he had a noble 
air, the air of a canon of Notre Dame, while in 
other places a prieft was but a fervitor. 

All thofe canons, great vicars, curates, fat 
prefbyters, made children in every quarter ; aides 
de camps and gendarmes have taken their place. 


CHAP. CLXXVI. 

CARICATURE ENGRAVINGS. 

If the perverfilies of the human mind^ con- 
tinue to go on increafing, we muft reckon at leaft 
on a thoufand Ca/o/s to expofe them to the cen- 
fure of wife heads. 

Who can doubt but that it is the ingenious 
graving pen of criticifm, which has engaged the 
women, even thofe who were moft headftrong in 
following jugular fafhions, to renounce the edi- 
fice *of that head-drefs, called tnonte-au-ciel, and 
which it feemed a hair-dreffer could not have 
built up without the aid of a ladder. 


The 
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The J<piare coats, Engiyk breeches, diick-biil brode^ 
quins, Jtkenian drejfes, hats a lucarne, J ad ^ 
panier, furniQied Vernet with Ms idea of the bt- 
eroyables and the merveilleiifes. All Paris have 
welcomed this ingenious produftion ; people of 
fenfe have juftified the fatire by adopting a con- 
trary mode of drefs ■, that is to fay, fuch as na- 
ture points out, and of which flie authorizes the 
ufe. 

Admire the caprices of fortune in that mer- 
veilleufe, who gives her arm to her ^^Tlantj round 
as a cucurbite, . flie has not yet, recovered her af- 
toniftiment at her own drefs j the. woman who 
meets her, fmall and ftrait as a fpire of afpara- 
gus, difcovers an old acquaintance under her 
new habiliment, and feems to fay, It is Jenny, 
who fold green peas at our corner.” 

The fame Vernet has alfo expofedthe rage for 
horfe-races, lately revived. 

You have feen the Anglomane, hollow-bellied, 
hump-backed, ftrait as a reed, riding with his 
backftdc in the air on a long Engliih blood 
horfe ; you have feen alfo the modern Amazon, 
her thighs girt to her faddle, and her velvet 
jockey cap carried away by the wind. 

At prefent Vernet is exhibiting the prepa- 
rations for a race, and the jockies mounted j the 
horfes are caparifoiied, the runners, in under- 
waiftcoats and turned-up hats, are walking them 
gently to keep them in breath : you would judge 

from 
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irom their fupple hams and their hollow bellies, 
that they had been purged and weighed the day 
before, and that the men had undergone the 
fame operation. A jBy that perches on them 
would be too much. Y our eyes follow in the 
diftance the other racers, who fweep the plain. 
The motions of the jockey, the different attitudes 
of the horfes, their impatient air, the confident 
look of their leaders, tranfport you already to the 
fcene of action. You wait only for the fignal of 
the courfe. • 

And dciijnftde^oj the revolutmiary committees ex- 
hibits an cxa£t defeription of what was plotted 
in thofe dens of Polyphemus, w'here fo many in- 
nocent pcojdc felt beforehand the cold fvveats of 
death? Who does not tremble with horror at 
the afpeff of that ruffian prefident? You hear 
the loud fnorings of that fecretary in tlic red cap, 
who, with his elbows on the table, is fleeping 
away the fumes of the wine he drank in the 
morning. 

The examination of thofe bottles, the label of 
eftablifhes with the crime of fufpicion 
that of correfpondence in foreign countries ; the 
terror of the unfortunate prifoner, who is faying 
in a whifper. Wine of Hungary j the impudence 
of the accufer ; the tables loaded with jewels and 
other effe 61 s, belonging to the fufJieB j how many 
things in fo narrow a compafs ! 


You. 
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You are now in prefence of the exdujivey in 
tlie attitude of a gladiator ; his eye fparkles with 
fury, his frightful mouth foams with rage j on 
the back of his cocked hat is written liberty', 
with one hand he holds a piitol on which is 
infcribed death, with the other he holds a poig- 
nard on the blade of which is engraved frater- 
nity ; a little red cap is hung to his button-hole, 
and his pockets are full of denunciations ; he is 
almoft without breeches j his arms, naked up to 
the flioulders, are about to be plunged into the 
blood of his vifilims. This , is a modern Ari- 
ftides. 

Tlie club of Clichy, with bells reverfed, is more 
piquant than the print of the frogs demanding a 
king. The ends of the log exhibit the profiles 
of Lewis the XVIth and Antoinette. At a little 
diftance birds of prey with long beaks, by which 
are meant the Jacobins under the reign of terror, 
fnapping up the frogs one after the other, while 
others are dragging them to the guillotine, or 
giving the fignal for a fufillade', but you ftop 
with refpefl: before that unfortunate, who, plugg- 
ed in a dungeon and loaded wdth chains, writes 
to Robefpierre, and finiflies his letter in tracing 
thofe words, Vive la liberte ! 

• Such are the faithful piffures which reprefent 
a great part of the events which have taken 
place; the facetious, occurrences are not more 
forgotten than the ferious. 


The 
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The Pas de Jour^ or the Folly of the Day\ js 
' the pifturefque expreflion of a kind of dance 
moft in vogue at balls. The fidler who lolls his 
tongue as a mark of his approbation, the bottles 
which he has already emptied during his afiive 
miniftration, are truly comic. 

In Ihort, you fee as parallels, the dance of the 
hare and dog drelTed like Incroyables. Here is 
the millionaire hair-drejfer taking his chocolate ; 
the ufurer lending on pawns ; the note of hand andjhe 
mortgage j the aShe croyable filching a handkerchief 
from the pocket of a citizen ; the departure of the 
deputy whofe time is expired, fat and thick j the ar- 
rival of his fuccejfor, thin and. meagre j the mirror of 
the pafi, or the htfide of the commune, where are an 
hundred headlefs perfons, and the furies of the 
guillotine in defolation ; the pope's fiaff in full 
rout ; the kitchen of the monks in the good old time ; 
the beef la mode ; the rentiers on the road to the 
Bicetre > and that other, with a nofe a foot long, 
at the national treafury, pointing to it with his 
finger, and exclaiming, Why am I not Camus * f 

♦ A play on the word: Camus fignifies (bort and flat 
nofed» but is put here for Camus, who made the firft motion 
which led to the ruin of the ftockholders, and who fills the 
lucrative place of national archivift. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. CLXXVII. 

ORANGE-PEEL OYSTER-SHELLS. 

Lisbon is ftill in pofleffipn of the orange-tree, 
from whence have fprung all thofe which embel- 
llfli and perfume the gardens of Europe, for we 
owe to the Portuguefe the firft grains of this 
tree j indigenous to China, they have made the 
iflands of Hyeres a new garden of the Hefpe- 
rides. I tread under foot the orange-peel and 
oyfter-flieH, which reminds me of the immenfity 
of the feas ; and 1 have at the fame time a double 
enjoyment on a point where the waves of the 
ocean do not beat, and diftant from the rays 
which ripen this fine yellow fruit. 

Tliis is what a populous city can effe£t, and 
what ready money can command. Every wipter 
a delicious fruit indemnifies Paris for the abfertte 
of rofes, while on the other hand the favoury 
oyfter cures the flight colds apfing from the 
fogs. 

This fine yellow fruit is arranged in an amphi- 
theatre in the middle of the Pont-neuf j the 
paflengers ftop to look at thofe immenfe pyra- 
mids, the delicious odour of which gives every 

mouth 
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mouth the movement of a fniile, and the expref- 
fion of fenfuality. 

In vain does the wind of the north wound with 
its pointed arrows the rofy fingers of the fmiling 
lafs ; fhe peels the orange which (he has bought 
as quick as her eyes devoured it. The hand 
which would preferve a part for friendfhip is wet- 
ted by the juice, and the prefent is eaten on the 
fj)Ot, and does not reach its deftination. It is the 
mouth, and not the heart, that is guilty ; no. re- 
proaches to the liquorifli beauty ; I have feen the 
lover do the fame. 

It is with regret that I tread under my feet 
the rind of this deletfable fruit, whilft I love to 
crack the pyfler-fliell, becaufe its refiftance inyites 
me. But why is this odorous bark fo .defpifed ? 
it muft be from its great abundance ; formerly 
ihis balfamic rind was employed to form the 
bafis of fiinple bergamots. 

But the afs, laden with oranges, takes his ad- 
vantage of our difdain ; he does not infult with 
contemptuous foot the rind of fuch as are eaten 
around him ; on the contrary, he often bends his 
bead to inhale the favoury odour ; Toothing con- 
folation for his fatigue, and the neglc£l of his co- 
vetous miftrefs, who, without giving him any 
thing to eat, keeps him motionlefs under his 
heavy loading the whole length of a cold and bit- 
ter day. 


The 
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The afs' which carries, oranges excites a very 
different kind of intcreft from the afs who carries 
relics. We do not kneel down before the for- 
mer, but he fometimes receives a few careffes 
from the flattering hand of a young girl, who, 
while her lover is picking out the fineft fruit, 
looks at the poor afs, and fays fomething to him, 
as much from a fentiment of pity as to leave the 
purchafer time to chufe the fineft. 

Who would now ftoop for an orange or lemois 
peel, from which the phyfician draws fuch pre- 
cious aid ? Who would ftoop for an byfter-flicll ? 
but if it was unique, what would be its price ? 

Virgil found pearls in the dunghill of En- 
nius ; the poor artift does not fear dirtying his 
fingers in raking the mud of Paris ; it is a mine 
where he finds iron, which he has the fccrct of 
changing into filver. He does not defpife a nail, 
the invention of which holds the favage in cc- 
ftacy ; he picks up wdth refpe£l a pin, which re- 
quires the labour of twenty arms to go out finilh- 
ed from the manufaflory. 

The ragman knows how to unearth the hM- 
den bone, with which button-moulds and cane- 
heads are made. I am forry to fee that we have 
thrown by the bergamot, and taken up with 
effence of afparagus. I own that I prefer the 
bergamot aux cccurs enflammii, to the bon bons, fo 
vulgarly bons, a la Madame Anpt. 


CHAP. 
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CHA?. CLXXVIIL 

BONBONS FOR NEW YEAR’s DAY. 

In fpite of the new calendar, the Parifians, in- 
variably under the influence of intcreft, fenfuality, 
and falfchood, perfift in celebrating the day of the 
year fixed to the firft of January by the horrible 
Charles the Ninth. 

The confe£lioners alfo, who feem to have made 
a refieftive Ifudy of the heart of this butterfly 
people, in order to flatter them regulate the an- 
cient almanack by the fign of piftachoes and ice 
chefnuts. On that famous day, cryflal luftres ta- 
ken from the lofty ceilings of palaces are pom- 
poufly fufpended by garlands of flowers to the 
ceiling of their (hops, which are light and rcfplen- 
dent as catafal(ines. 

• By the radiancy of an hundred wax lights, 
without reckoning the dazzling refleftors and 
the coloured lamps, the crowd of buyers circu- 
late the length of the glafs cafes which inclofe, 
under the moft varied and Angular forms, every 
new invention of the fwcet meat-diftiller. There* 
amidft a thoufand phials of liqueurs of the illes 
fabricated at Paris, you fcaft your eyes as well 

as 



MEW'FICf irflE t#F rtlltif; 

as your mouth with the eflfencesof leifton, of paf- 
tillcs, verraeilles guimav#, of ptiapes i Ja rofe, 
of copurs enflammes a la fleur d’orange. Further 
on, it is natural hifloty in bergamot. 

You fee cuckoos in'linnets (an ingenious 
ailufion to the prefent flate of manners) and, heap- 
ed one on another, crumpled cabbagel^ turnips, 
tobf»<co-rools, potatoes, American faufages, 
Mentz hams, fried whiting, pat^s, and jiuff^ 
cakes al* c<'mtaiiriiig juices as delica*te as they 
an .uvnir^j . and it is 'a very juft coniequCnce 
that J.e girt of impodtion (hould Iwt dn Wpof- 
turc. 

Amidft this kind of* carnival, be^fddd capu- 
chins make their appearance mingled with all 
forts of things of daily and Vulgar ufe., There 
is alfo the counter of infinitellmals for citizens 
wives who arc^afflifled with vapours, and young 
ladies a Roman fenUmetaal, There are fpirituous 
cffenccs contained in imperceptible bottles. The 
glorm^ JultaHt and the marriage bi^t, crowned 
with rofes and other ornaments, do not {brink 
fiom the fight ; and they do not fail to range 
phials oi bl«e water, or the deceiver, which has 
the \iliiiidetfol advasitegiaof renewing virginity, as 
thbfe of the wat^r^oC Venni*, which pftf 
vaftfi tlMWlwinklei of old age, and ytHhW 

tettth; 

the <»nf«ftilMier's.lbop is a ffap mt®* 
Wlifkih of bdtk'ieEes eftitdr, are 

WL. n. M cw»|ht 
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caught like flies in a honey-pot. Yes, men to 
entrap each other fj[;jrcad fnares with bon hons ; 
and to thofe who intereft them moft, they offer 
the moft dcJicious, Imitating in that the HHiers, 
who to catch the heft fifh bait the hook with 
the flcfll of which they are the moft greedy. 

Alas ! we boaft of being free, and we look with 
fang froid on fugar m^brooms, fugar eqftlest pots of 
fi^ar flowers y fugar boudoirs^ and we forget that the 
fugar ufed with fo aftonilhing a profufion has 
caufed the' invention of the negro trade, and 
that '^hat we tafte with fo much pleafure cofts^ 
the flave many a lafli of the whip, many 
tears, and much blood. 


CHAP. CLXXIX. 

CYMIIASIUM OF BEHEFICENCE. 

Since the days of Adam never has been 
‘feen fuch a knavifti quack, or a quackifh kna%e, 
as the direftor of this eftabliihment, who 1$ cal- 
led Cafton Rolhay ; his impudence was fnch, 
that when you think on it you cannot hdp puff- 
ing front indignation to laughter, and from laugh- 
ter to indignation. He promifed you gau^e 
chimtoey-pieces, paper-ftoves, fwimmingrhoufes, 

floating 
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floating fortrefles, proof agamft tempeft's, fuperior 
to the efforts of the winds, to the power of can- 
. non, and that of thunder j he ittvitdfl to his work- 
/hops every perfon from the geometrician ddwa 
to the puny rhymefter, to be witneffes of his mi- 
racles j he was to introduce univerfai, founded 
on private, opulence, and talked of nothing but 
enriching thofe who fliould apply to him. 

Who would have thought that fuch a marf’ 
could have found fuch a number of dupes ! He 
told them in other term?. Form yourfelveft into a 
company of feven lenders, and on my credit, in 
continually lending to me, I will pay every day 
pun£tually the two firft. 

This grofs knave, to the fhame of common 
fenfe, was liflened to for fome months, and emp- 
tied pockets, chiefly thofe of the lower clafles, of 
confiderable fums. When the title of robber was 
imprinted on his forehead, writhing under the 
lafh of infamy, he had Hill the impudence to tell 
the Parifians that they were fools not to bring 
him their money, for that he would pay the old 
lenders with the money of the new. The police, 
though a little late, has punlfhed this public 
fwindler, furpafling ill impudence the whole of 
the knavUh tribe. 

Atnidfl; the ciimes of dur revolution, the vice 
of an individual has taken a truly 'inexplicable 
chaiafler, when we reflet that public advertife- 
ments announced a cavcirn, where Cartouche 
.. M 2 would 
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would have bluflied to have played his gibbet 
. tricks. The fight of a perfeft demoralization was 
neceffary to embolden jthis Qafton Rofnay to plun- 
der indigence under jiretenc^s fo ftupidly perfidi- 
ous. I will venture to fay, that impudence was 
never puihed fo far, and that under a certain 
point of view it is more dilgufting than even vice 
itfeJf. If the tdbouret of the Place de Greve 
'does not execute juftice on this impoftor, eveiy 
one will have the right to inilift on him the pu- 
nilhini^t wWch he has deferved for fo many fcan- 
dalous infbances of theft and robbery. 

S'", " 

This gymnafium of beneficence, in unveiling 
the fedret of human weaknefs, and how much 
it may be fported with by means of the prifih of 
hope, ha^ fiiined among the indigent clalTes a 
crowd of men "who have confided, to me their 
diftfeifes, and ehtruffed ine with the care of aveng- 
ing them. ' 

The correfitionai police has already begun his 
punifliracnt, which is undoubtedly too light j but 
it will become more heavy from the cry of pubr 
■ lie wrong and public indignation. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. CLXXX. 

NOSEGAT WOMEN. 

Some time fince, under pretence of going to 
prefent nofegays, fcverni individuals of both 
fexes took the liberty of going into houfcs, and 
took advantage of the fear they occafipned to fteal 
light pieces of furniture, or fwindle peopte^uitof 
their money. Some of thofe nofegay .traders, 
entered the houfe of an inhabitant of the Faux- 
bourg St. Antoine.* The matter of thcvhoufeijj^o- 
litely invited them to ftep into his apartment, 
where, taking up his pittols,' he faid to them, 
“ Gentlemen, you prefent me with your.nofe- 
“ gays, give me leave to prefent you in return 
“with rainej take care, ^however, that their 
fmell, whkh is pretty ftrong, does, not mount 
“ into your head.” The gentlemen quickly took 
to their heels. Th^ .npfegay worodp, in the time 
of C/iatmeUe , , were his choiceft fpies j there ar| 
fome of them, fo frightful, that they give a tint 
of hideoufnefs to the dowers which they offer 
you. They befiege you at the dpors of the thea- 
tres, climb into carriages,, force the doors of per-' 
fons who are named to any public |(|ace ; they 
enter in fpite of all opppfiti<m, and in c^der to 
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get rid of their fetid embraces you mult pay 
them. 

The police was obliged to interpoie to put a 
reftraint on the alTaults of thofe ugJy creatures, 
who bad transformed into a tax a practice which 
had been too lightly tolerated, that of introducing 
themfelves into houfes under pretence of compli- 
ipent and felicitation. 

I have feen thefe impudent beings at the 
virtuous Roland’s, fpying his table, and count- 
ing the guelts j he knew it, but durft not turn them 
out'pfit'dcbrs. 

’XliiiS'C i^Fas a nofeg&y girl of the Palais-Royal, 
who ' notorious for having through jealoufy 

msMe an ^belar4 of her lover. At the time 
of the ma^acre in the prifons, Ihe did not obtain 
pardon, and was killed for having committed this 
crime. 
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CHAP. CLXXXI. ■ 

PAIRS OF SPECTACLES. 

Old toothlcfs women, whofc chins almofltouch* 
eel their aquiline nofes, riding with their fpec- 
tacles, word by word, in their Pihlters, the litanies 
of the Holy Virgin, often excited awicj^ej^laugh. 
Thefc fame old women, now that tl^' ^oHd is 
turned upfide down, may laugh in thetp .tarn at 
our beardlefs boys ijaaking love in fp^aeles. 

Clerks in the public offices, true letrcr-grinders, 
have made this failiion general. Some oC their 
nofes, on which fpcdlacles remain in permanence, 
give them an air of judicial gravity. A head- 
clerkjjdoubles his eyes to enable him to read his 
pile of papers, wifliing, by the 91^ of this diftinc- 
livefign,toappearas indefatigable as the laborious 
Hercules, while he is little more in general than 
a fort of diplomatic parrot. 

I do not mean to cenfure the clerks of public ' 
offices, but only to point out the origin of a cuf- 
tom, the exaggeration of a fafliion, and the vanity 
of its followers. Of twenty perfons who pafs 
along the ftreets, ten have fpeftacles. 

' " ■ " ■' '■ ' The 
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. 'Xbe ufe of fpe6iacles leads to chicanery j look 
at that old payer of annuities, with a contrafit 
grown yellow with age in his hand i his fpe£la- 
clcs magnify the letters almoft as much as Herf- 
chell’s telefcope magnifies the planets; notwith- 
flanding which he paufes over every word and 
every phrafc; counts the points and commas; the 
eJearefl: term appears to him c-bfeure ; he handles 
the paper with a fort of inquietude ; he weighs 
it, if I may ufe tno^expreffion, as if he was afraid 
that he felt the vpcight of a cypher too much ; in 
a word, he vifits it, touches it, interrogates it 
with 'the, mental application of a blind man, 
who feels, ftudies, and verifies between his fingers 
a piece of imooth money. 

How much I fufpe£t the judgment of that pro- * 
found connoiffeur, who with his <’^?£iacles on his 
aiofe examines a pifiure of Rubens f j V'^andyke ! 
He fees every thing quite near, wlm he fees no- 
thing; notwithftanding which he i”. tjecifive.,^ All 
the lllufion, all the magic of thofc fublinie paint- 
ings, is in the diftance, which the pencil of thp 
artift has fixed for the intelligent fpeSator to exa- 
nlfinc it. 

But the wearers of fpeciacles find an inefiima- 
We advantage in ufing them ; acrofs that enchant- 
ing prifm they view every pretty woman, more 
pretty thah miniatures ! What a delightful illu- 
fion! fpc^clles foften features which are too 
large ; they an air pf youth to fuperannuated 
4 coquettes. 



coquettes, who grow old in i^ife'of their etaflea- 
vours to prevent.it j in M word, they beftow oh the 
features of you^h that fweetnefe,' that virginal 
grate, which give us the idea of the celeHial 
beauty of angel? ; neverthekdlC whatever delight- 
ful enjoyment thefe blelTed fpe£tacles aiford to 
amateurs, I agree with honeft La Fontaine, that 
there is is nothin^ Jo good to fee with as'lke eye of a, 
« lover, 


CHAP. CLXXXII. 

DAY AND NIGHT PAVEMENT. 

In general, the pavement of Paris is difagree* 
able, but during certain months it is .deteilable. 
No one is dirty at prefent, though he be up to bis 
knees in mud. Boots and half-boots are in 
fafliion, and the pavement is trod by night as well 
as by day. 

When the commune of Paris ■was n popular 
power, and for that reafon not to be called in 
queffion, nothing was done for the advantage of 
the people, but everything for that of pickpocdc- 
ets and thieves, becaufc' they weed;£iniide ufe of 

as 
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aRfubalteri} agents. Cesffeetlmulfesiie^afets, an<I 
^ewfpapers, en}oye4 foil {licence, 
j . The mud was not taken ajva)f, nor the lamps 
lighted. We h$d fallen, into fucji-ia date of im- 
morality, that we. Wdce plunged into a llavery an 
hundred times worfe than that from which we 
had^b'een delivered. It was not without difficulty 
that the 'police could refume its authority, and 
it , was found neceffayy to arreft as malefa£lors 
two thoufand and fotty-feven perfons in the fpace 
of fevfjn, months, without . comprifing the domi- 
cilia;;^Vifits, ..which fumilhed the prifons with 
niofo^lEl^ eighteen hundred idle aad diforderly 
perfpns. , . O too feeble legiflation !” exclaimed 

a roagiftratgj " you Would hayei^Gbon brought on 
“ the ruin of the befl.of governments ! laid ye le- 
“ giflators, who have crea^ thiE new mode, ye 
“ thought without doubt that yc bad a nation of 
“ angels to govern, and ye havenmitted the fureft 
** principle of a; good legiflation >' T/fe /azv is hu- 
“ mam .m jvreportiot^ as it is terrible, hecanje itjlrikes 
** the mind of the criminal with a falutary- terror and 
ufiead of having to. punijlt crime, has. the happy art 
“ if preventing it, and of Jlifling it in its births 
What a den, what a gulph, is that Palais-Koyal! 
There you njeet.the countenances pf alTaffins, 
filthy ai^ figiitesj ferocious and infolent 

looks and d^eanpuis. Sometimes you are fud- 
denly alarih^i^.a clalh of fabres, .and you im- 
mediateSiy^^tm^. that ,_ja revolt has begun. You 

are 
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. are four fteps from the plEce; you afk the byftan- 
ders, and leam nothing either of the cauic’or 
the deed ; every man trEnilates according to his 
fmcy, and relates what he has fcen from opinions 
he bad formed the preeoding evening. Paris is 
fo extenfive, that a battle might take place at 
one end of it without a word about it tran- 
fpiring at the other. This is what happened on 
the 14-th of July and the 10th of Auguft. When 
the alarm bell rings, it doeS not awake more than 
a tenth part of the population. _ ^ 

When Drouet and Baboeuf wanted .to mur- 
der the’ directory, the legiflative body, and 
twenty thoufand inhabitants of this city, on the 
night of the'22d of Floreal, in order to deliver 
the people from the tyranny of the rich, no 
one knew it in the city, and the people learnt it 
only the next day by the channel of the newf- 
papers. 

In this great magazine of robbers, beggars, 
pickpockets, fwindlers of every kind, and who 
flock in from every comer of the republic as 
to a theatre on which they may exercife their 
talents, we cannot diflemblc that the police of 
Paris is intin>ately connected with the general po- 
lice of the country, and that we do wrong to 
confider the expences of this police as expences 
abfolutely local. 

We mufl eome Ibbner dr later re*cfta- 

blilhment of a horfr and’ foot patrdle for’flte fpe- 

- cial 
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cial watch of Paris. Th<! gmdauncne compofes 
Ihfe hoj^fe patrole, but the/ are not fufficient. 

On a {iri6i calculation, thd forty-eight &6ii(m» 
of Farisi furnifh one himdred and Sfiy thoufand 
mea ^’bo mount ’guai^ and whole tiim comes 
.at leaft,. Iwelve times a year. Three quarters and 
a half i^d fubftitutes, becaufe there is a . wide 
differCTCe between mounting guard and doing the 
duty of a foldier. A;t,|QM who would go again 
and take the BafiUie^^uld find it difagreeable 
to ma^. pne of a patrole. Men are fo formed, 
the efpedSiiy, who deleft this fer- 

vke, s&sd'. particularly fince the diforganization 
of the haticiiial guard ; they would fly to take 
part in a» engagement, but refufe to arreft 
a robber. It is’ wifely conjis^l^d, that thofe 
who w'iflied 'to exerhpl thd^lWs'had rather 
pay ften ferve ; lhat by means of this eontri- 
butioh a number of abufes be avoided j 

and that we might eafily meip.tein h watch 
fitted to fecure both perfons and property from 
kjcur(ioi®s of ruffians of every kind. Money 
is the finew of war, and we are not ignorant that 
the police is, openly at war with khave«^ Si ; few 
excepted. The citizens might them be furred to 
fleep peaceably in bed, with .theii: wives y. there 
Would 'hiuffi^erjcfolds and the 

night pc^ejmpld be J^i^fmed. 

CHip. 
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CHAP. CJUXXXIU. 

Tits STOCKHOLDER. 

The complaints of the fiockholder are end- 
Icfs. The government, (ays he, is indebted to 
the ftockholders an <toonii6t(B arrear; it is in- 
debted to a numerous cla& of poor individuals 
an immenfe fum, forming*- the eftimative value 
of domains, goods, plate, jewels, diamonds, con- 
/ifcated or taken revolutionarily. They prepofed 
taking this fum in deduction of the loan. This 
fair propofition wift.^efufed. “ The government,” 
added he, (imliQg (ardonically, rcfembles the 

per£bnage in the comedy, who fays, I owe 
**«you ten thoufand livres ^ I cannot pay you, bht 
** lend me five, more, and that will make fifteen 
** thoufand.” 

The mcafure of difeontent continually in- 
creafes; the government fays not a word, but 
gains time from day to day. It is, who iliall 
call hitldelf rentier, to excite fenfibiiity j and he 
who has k bond for an annuity of ten crowns 
could with you to believe that he pofiefied on^ 
for three thoufimd. 

The unfortunate.’ rentier is caricatured in a 
thotti&aid forms ; he is never proud but when he 

com- 
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com|iUuns}<)^ott would luppofe that he is recititig 
a tragedy, and he receives comfort when you 
have ‘ mingled your lamentations with his own. 
The rentiers join in chorus ^|||uaft the contractors' 
of the republic j they fay, that they are the 
caufe of all the evil, and that they flijlll be made 
to regorge at fame future day. With this idea 
they confole themfelves ; the next day they £gh 
again, but as they have contrafted the habitude, 
grief wears away, and tvery one takes patience. 


CHAP. CLXXVJftV. 

STEPHANIE BOCRBON. 

STEPHAHlE-jLoUISA-UE-BotraSON (Confi), 
who numbers among her mafters J. J. Roufleau, 
Whofe principles Ihe appears to have followed, 
informs the public, that untU the lot of the Bour- 
bons is fixed, (be gives perfons of her own fex,as 
a mean$ exigence, elementary lefibns in writ- 
ing, ortnpgraphy, gramtaar, mufic, mathematics, 
(drawing,, and moral pUlofophy. She gives her 
pupils alfo a general idea of all the fciences, fuch 
as logic, geography, mytholpgy, &c. &c. There 
are none of my ^ders..who do not immedi- 

atelv 
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ately call tartnund Dionyfius of l^iactife, fchool* 
mafter at Coninth. 

Stephanio<Bourbon is the beft informed of het 
whole femily j her Ibt will be always preferable 
to that of the ex-prince of Cond^ who has enlift- 
ed bimfelf in the fervice of a RuOTian defpot, 
and who puts four flowers-de-luce at the four cor- 
ners of his colours, waiting until he lhall be able 
to return to France^ his country, as he comically 
exprelTes bimfelf. “ voir tV/j viement. 

Jfan f ** — “ Look if thev are John 


CHAF. CLXXXV 


NtrniTY. 


What is then this city, the feverity of whofe 
police fnbjefils every citizen to the infpeftioi^ 
of an oflSice for the regulation of morals, whild the 
pul^C gardefts are peopled with immoderf^ftatues 
in a ithtteiof complete nudity ? * ^ 

Morals and ftatues are two things incompati- 
ble. And can we confider as raea of llluftriom. ’ 
genius, or rather as lawgivers of moded^, thofe 
artifts. vt^fe indecent chifel has repioducedlSe*' 
yond their 'natural dimenfion the fexus^'^atts iif 
the ftatnes which time had' mutilated’? 

* No' 
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No! it is not a weakneCs to be f^dalized at 
fuch nudities. We have no right to put before 
the eyes of tfae mother of a family what we would 
not dare to fay in her eaiis her young; daugh- 
ter, walking ‘by her fide, will not raife her eyes 
above the jilies, emblem of her innocence, to 
contemplate the round and naked rump of & 
young Bacchus in the Ipring of life, and whofe 
amorous look plainly indicates that he feels the 
germ of pleafure ri&|g within him. 

When a people,' carried away by the torrent 
of a royc^^^|j^n,feem themfelves aitonilhed at hay- 
ing ihaloKn 'off the yoke of an auftere religion, 
which oppofed with equal force the confii^ of 
every paffion j when it remains yet undecided 
what kbd of wor&ip is to be fubllituted in 
place of that which is overthrown ; when, above 
^11, the prejudice of education leaves ftill in 
their mind a living root, it is not without confider- 
able danger for the morals of their children 
that w’e expofe to their eyes ftatues without 
covering, as if we wifljed to teach them in the 
age of faodefty to calculate, like new N|phtdes*, 
all the iecret and invifible beauties rtho hu- 
man Jbody, and to judge of thfem by .comapa- 
rifon, as if we were defirons that our young girls 
(hqpld imitate thp Lacedaemoniap women, who 

w luraauica iM xmpmm or tite i^eamed, wa^phy* 

and a fcrapuloully exift dc- 
fedflltan df 4lU^ of Ude princefs. 


kept 
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kept in their chambers the ftatues of Narcif- 
fus, of Hyacinthus, or of Caftdr and Pollux, in 
order to have fine children. 

Shall the decorators'* of our gardens be the re- 
gulators of public morals ? and will they think 
themfelv'es jiiftified for the fcandal of indecent 
images, bccaufc it was the culfom to paint wo- 
men naked in the public places of Greece and 
Rome But we ought not to allow ourfelvcs the 
tranquil prejudice of Greeks or Romans, who, 
full of refpcfl for their immodeft ftatues, were 
defirous that they ftiould invite alike the'regards 
of youth and advanced age, and who forbad the 
removal from the temple of Lanuvium, on 
account of its exquifite beauty, of the pifture of 
Helen, painted abfolutely naked, and breathing 
all the fires of fenfuality. 

Admitting that all the nudities of the Greeks 
and Romans were not libidinous figures, we 
ihall not hefitate to affirm on the other hand, 
that they tvere the feeds of corruption. It is 
becaufe their eyes were familiarized with the 
obfeene ft^es of the minions of Jupiter, and 
the Phrynes of the fabie, that they made no 
fcruple of engraving on their feftival cups the 
adultery of Mars and Venus. 

Were the artifts at that time right in citing, in 
order to juftify thefe infamies, the lafeivious pro- 
duftions of Parrhafius ? , . Ko, undoub'tedlyi . Iii 
rendering juftice to the .enlightened tafte 

VOL. II. N of 
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of the amateurs of the arts, who place before our 
eyes in the Tuilleries copies of the mafter-pieces 
of the mofl: celebrated ftatuaries of antiquity, 
there will be no inconvenience in obferving to 
them, that feveral of thefe admirable produQions 
would figure more becomingly in mufeums, 
which are their proper fan£tuary, where the fa- 
ther may enter without his fon, and the mother 
without her daughter. 

If this obfervation appear too ferious, what 
will they have to objefl to the tacit reproach 
of mothers, who turn afide from the admirable 
group of Caftor and Pollux, in order that their 
view might not awaken the attention of their 
young daughters. The republic ought not to 
adopt the morals of Sybaris, and the French wo- 
men (hould not be ambitious, like the Spartan 
women, of the title of naked haunches, or appear 
in public with open and tranfparent robes, in 
imitation of the dancers of Herculaneum. 

Befides, every thing becomes the type of a new 
mode for a nation as frivolous as ours. The robe 
of the ftatue of Flora, which is fo decent, but 
which leaves fo many fecret charms to be di- 
vined, ferves as a model to fuch of our belles of 
the prefent day as difplay the em bon point of their 
forms in too vifible a manner to leave us tlie plea- 
fure of gaefiing at them. 

Ah! let us never forget that modefty is the 
grace of love : it is in its favour that the fpring 

decks 
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decks the trees with verdure ; it is under their 
myfterious fhade that the birds themfelves drefs 
the nuptial bedj Take away the veil which co- 
vers Chri/i in Raphael’s fablime picture of the 
Transfiguration, and you take from him half of 
his dignity. 

Who does not recolJeft with delight the inge- 
nuous dances which the children of both fexes 
heretofore formed, in prefence of their parents, 
on the great platform of the Luxemburgh ? It 
was the re-union of families. Every thing was 
lively, animated, fmiling, and chafte. There was 
no ftatue there but nature, whofe rofes covered the 
bofom. Innocent as flowers, the young girls con 
templated their marriage union without fufpeft- 
ing its tender myftery. Then the youthful bride-, 
groom faw for the nrft time in his young bride the 
exquifite Venus, and the bride beheld in her huf- 
band the unrivalled Apollo. How happy w'ere 
they ! no indecent engraving, flo uncovered ftatue, 
gave them the foretafte of the fupremc felicity ; 
every thing was new for them ; every thing was 
enjoyment, and the eyes alfo had their virginity 


Ni2 
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CHAP. CLXXXVI. 

POPULAR CANTINES. 

Who has not fcen, a few years back, on the 
Place de Greve, that famous retailer of tifanuc, 
who for a Hard, in the dog days, flaked the thirfl 
of the Limoufin, the coaf porter, the day labourer, 
the mechanic, and young children. His fountain, 
placed at a fixed poll, was inexhanftiblc. A 
water-carrier filled it every hour. The majcftic 
tifanue merchant attracted every look on account 
of his brilliant 'apparel. Large ftripes of gold lace 
down every foam heightened the fplendour of his 
fcarlet waifleoat, and when with nimble fill he 
turned three cocks at the fame ftroke, in order to 
ferve feven or eight* drinkers at a time, the jing- 
ling of the bells that hung at his fleeves, and 
ivhich he triumphantly fliook in wiping his^gob- 
lets, were heard as far as the Pont-au-Changc. 
In fhort, young girls, who alfo came . to ijiiench 
their thirfl; at his fountain, fmilingly kdmired 
^emfelves in the glafs of his helmet, the dia- 
motids of which muhiplied the fun. Alas f 
this illuftrious monarch of the fountain, this 
mirror of the fun, has difappeared ! We no 'lon- 
ger drink of his limonade^tifenue, his beneficent 

tifanUe, 



NEW PICTURE OF PARIS. 181 

tifanue, whofe proud froth we ufed to puff off 
from the lips of his Ihining goblets. 

Cantines have taken his place, (hops where they 
do not fell tifanue at a liard the glafs, but wine 
at an enormous price. Thofc taverns, fet up 
along the Greve, llretch acrofs the w'heat port, 
and end^ at the port St. Paul. Four ujiright 
fticks form their tlrufture ; old pieces of ta- 
pellry, filled with holes, defend the drinkers 
but wretchedly againft the piercing rays of the 
fun. In the back ground you fee the calks in 
draught. 7'hefe Ihcds arc filled with fpies, lliarp- 
ers, fwindlers, and foldicrs. The vulgar indem- 
nify themfelves for the wine which they have not 
tailed for a year paft, and drown their reafon in 
the mugs. 

That port, where formerly the citizen faw the 
gifts of Ceres unloading, and all the commodities 
neceffary for the cxillence of a great people, 
is now changed into a vaft cabaret, in which men, . 
whofe conllant labour helped to fupport the bur- 
den of life, now confumc their time in drinking, 
in playing at cards, familiarizing themfelves 
with Icifure and idlenefs, and filled with wine 
llretch themfelves along, and fleep in the laps of 
their filthy miftreffes. The frantic fyftem of 

the agrarian law feeras to have taken pof- 

- • •: 

feffion of the heads of thofe credulous mecha- 
nics. They imagined that all men ought to be 
rich and do nothing, and they ferve the dangerous 

appren- 
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apprenticefliip ofidlenefs. * To drink, laugfi, and 
ling among vile proftitiites, is their fupreme feli- 
citj^. They have alfo one Virtue lefs, that of fo- 
briety : eveiy inftant the pafienger fteps afide in 
order to avoid being elbowed by a drunken man 
or woman. 

How urgent it is become to revive confidence, 
to cement the general peace, to bring back with 
it plenty, labour, good morals, and focial virtues ! 

If thefe vows be not heard, if eveiy day is to 
be a day of reft for^ the unoccupied workman, 
days of drunkennefs and debauchery, thefe caba- 
rets will become fo many haunts of proftitution, 
fo many caverns for robbers, afylums for fedition, 
in which daring leaders, fearlefs of patroles, will 
harangue their docile fatellites, will impel their 
motions at their pleafure, by pouring out libations 
of wine without meafure, the fource of civil dif- 
orders and of faflions, the forerunners of the de- 
ftru^ion of empires. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. CLXXXVII. 

IT IS THE DEVIL, &C. 

Spectres, demons, ghofls, every thing which 
belongs to the black art, bloody nuns, fuch are the 
amufements which have taken place of the Or-r 
phean flutes of the opera, its enchanting dances, 
the fongs of Alcefte and Antigone ; this is what 
has diffblved its harmonious circle, and palfied 
the fport of thofc decorations which fometimes 
difplayed to us magnificent cities, fometimes 
the dark and deep horror of forefts, and fome- 
times the palace of the fun forcing us to fhade 
our eyes. ; 

The temptation of St. Anthony, which in its 
principle was only an allegory, an Egyptian 
hieroglyphick, like the paps of Ifis and the la- 
bours of Hercules, has become in the hands of 
legendaries, poets, and painters, the fource of 
a multitude of ftrange fables, w'hich ignorance 
has converted into true hiftories, and WTth which 
philofophy has not failed to reproach religion. 

This celebrated temptation, engraven by Catot, 
and fung by Piron, was acl«d as a pantomime on 
the theatre of the city. The direftors of this 
fpeftacle negle6le3 nothing to give it all the 

fpljgndour 
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fplemdowF and ,pomp. of ^ which ,it was fufcep- 
tible. Devils, hell, illuiions, llage efFeft, danc- 
ing, fire, military revolutions, gardens, temples, 
all ■ was employed with richnefs in the decora- 
tion, and profufion in the detail. 

People of tafie were offended, but the people 
did not Hften to the reafonings of people of tafte 5 
they go where they can be elevated and furprifed; 
they go wherever they find any thing that inte- 
refts them. . >.* 

Thefe ghofts and fpectres, which are raifed on 
the theatres^ and which afford fo much pleafure 
in the beholding, are the refleftion of the revolu- 
tionary periods : the people are pleafed at the 
fhanta/m ageny in feeing the fhade of Robefpierrc; 
it advances i aery of horror is heard j -fuddenly 
the head is detached from the body, a terrible 
ftroke of thunder crufhes the inonfter, and accla- 
mations of joy accompany the thundering ful- 
mination. 

People of tafte would wifh to fupprefs the 
little theatres ; they lament the attempts of the 
fcenic undertakers, and talk to us of the fine an- 
tique ; but if they cannot ftrike us with a grand 
and interelling fpeftacle, why are they fo anxi- 
,;!0>us to amufe the people, not after their tafte, 
.'but after their own, which is often timid, cold, 
and confined ? Let them leave the multitude the, 
choice of their feats. The crowd which throng 

to 
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to a theatre never go without reafon, but' it is the 
philofopher alone who difcovers the motive: 

This fpeoies of dark and melancholy romance 
was fabricated at London ; our bookfellers have 
tranllated them, and they have fold in great abun- 
dance. It was for us to invent and write fuch 
novels by the glimmering of the lamps of the 
dungeons where we were buried alive. We 
have compofed nothing of this fort j but 
decorators and pantomimes feized on thofe 
mournful images, and thofe theatres who had 
taken lefs money, though they hadVth^r’fpec- 
tres, their hells, and devils alfo, do' jnot think 
that fair, and pretend that it does not belong 
to fliew-booths to reprefent thofe infernal fcends. 

One'obfervafcion lirikes the philofopher on this 
fubjefi, which is, that the people become fami- 
liarized with thofe fantaftic images, amufe them- 
felves more in proportion as they believe lefs, 
and, in Ihort, laugh at them. What better ef- 
fect could the wifeft books have produced ? The 
mod elegant women are ^paffionately fond of 
tbefe little theatres } .they love the walks of the 
Boulevards, where teign a greater air of liberty 
and licence. There isvan alley oppolite to the 
Ambiju-comique, which becomes the rendezvous 
of all the little- noflurnal fuppers. . You arc. loft 
iin the CDOwd; you cfcapc all obfervUtion j you 
have the air pfbeing.of the people. ‘Images of 
witchcraft, the libidinous monk carried off by the 

; devil. 
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devil, the dances and figures of demons, every 
thing renders a woman prettier after thisfpeftacle 
than after the opera. Thofe who pay for the 
fupper are always good and amiable devils j the 
youngeft are the imps, arid they transform in the 
beft manner they can the hell which they have 
juft feen into a paradife. 


CHAP. CLXXXVIIl. 

REFRACTORS PRIESTS. 

This epithet has a double fenfej it announces 
a refiftance and a revolt j it fignifies an untraft- 
able difciple and a rebellious citizen ; it is 
borrowed from the arts. We name refractory 
the fand, or the clay, or the mineral, which not 
only does not unite itfelf with other materials, 
but which hinders them from uniting together, 
and which diffolves the whole compofition. 

It is pretended that the priefts called conjlitu- 
<w««/have done more harm to the revolution th^ 
the, rrfradory. “ Thofe,” fays one of our writers, 
“ had only .libertine ideas, but they had at leaft 
“ the boldnefs of crime. T^ey could not deceive 
“ any. one, and the impudence of their preteafions 

“ was 
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« was fufficient to cover ttem with fliaftie, and 
“ draw down the hatred of the , public on their 
“ heads. When it was obferved on one fide, that 
“ Abbe Maury was a Fra$ic coquina it was retortfed 
‘‘ on the other that at leaft c'etoituncoquin Franc'* 

What was called comrmnicaty was receiving into 
your mOuth from the hand of a prieft, juft iffuing 
from a place of ill-fame, and ftill intoxicated, a 
little bit of flower pafte, flat, and of the fize and 
roundnefs of what we call a little /bus. . 

“ Tremblez, humains, faites des vcdiuc i 
Voila le maitre du tonnere !** 

This is at leaft what our prkfts wiftied us 
to believe, without believing it themfelves. A 
Parifian, who was fick, was confefled by a con- 
ftitutional prieft, and had received what was then 
called the viaticum. His relations laid hold of his 
confcience, and perfuaded him that this communion 
availed nothing. The fick man receives the fa- 
crament of a refractory prieft, and fays in expir- 
ing, “ It would be very unfortunate if neither 
“ of thefe communions ihould be good?” 

After the affair of Pontarfon, a volunteer hav- 
ing been made prifoner by the Chouans, was car- 
ried before their general, who, after having ftiaved 
him himfelf, fcnt him to a prieft, who afked him 
which he preferred, the conftitutional or refraCtdry 
priefts? The volunteer anfiVered, “ that he made 
“ life neither of the one nor the other." Qn this an- 

fwer 
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fwer Tie was condemned to be fliot, and he was 
fliot. 

They call hjiie a little leaf of paRe of the form 
of a fousj'of which a prieft, were he tlie moR con- 
fummate villain, by means of four Latin words, 
made a god. A ci-devant marchionefs was on her 
death bedj-a non-juring prieft having brought her 
the viaticum clandeftinely in his breeches, (he made 
fome difficulty to fwallow it, pretending that it 
fmelt of his pocket. It is fince faid that the non- 
juring priefts make'ufe of no hofieshnt fuch as are 
^ la fteur orange. 


CHAP. CLXXXIX. 

AMELIORATION. 

We cannot hear, without the moft lively emo- 
tions of pleafure, that there are at prefent at the 
Hotel Dieu two hundred and fifty empty beds, 
and that each fick jierfon has one to hirafelf. 
The ufual mortality in this Tiofpital under the old 
regime was thirteen perfons a day. it is at pre- 
fehf only two in fix days. 

The national lottery, which I have re-created, 
gives milk to foundlings, foup to the fick, and 
dreflings to the wounded. The hofpitals are in 

general 
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general better kept, and charity has no longer 
that filthy and difgufting front which disfigured its 
divine charafter. 


CHAP. CXC. 

PRIVIES AT THE PALAIS-ROYAL. 

He was not an injudicious man, who, feeing at 
the Palais-Royal the reftaurateurs eftablilh them- 
felves in fo great a profufion, and as near each 
other as holes in a wafp’s neft, caufed privies to 
be conftrufted for thofe who dine at 18 livres a 
head. He imagined that fo many ftuflPed turkeys, 
fo many falmon, fo many Wefiphalia hams, fo 
many wild boars’ heads, fo many Bologna fau- 
fages, (b many pates, fo many liqueurs, flierbets. 
ices, and lemonades, would find there, en dernier 
analyfe, their common refervoirs j and, that in 
making it fpacious enough, and, above all, com- 
modious enough for fo many people who make 
a matter of pleafure of every thing, the caput 
mortmm of the kitchens around would become a 
mine of filver to him. 

In reality, what proves the good fenfe of the 
fpeculator is, that his refervoir brings him an an- 
nual revenue of at leaft eleven to twelve thoufaud 
livres. 

Th# 
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This TOsn carried o|i nearly the fame trade as 
' the emperor Veipafian, who farmed out the pri- 
vies of Rome j his fon, under the guife of rail- 
lery, reproached him for his avarice j the em- 
peror took out a piece of money, and put it under 
the nofe of his fonj- Tiere, faid he, iioyou think 
it fmells amifs ? 

It is at the Palais Royal, that in every mode 
the gold which arifes from what is moft corrupt 
and abominable leaves no bad fmell behind it 
O poor mortals! behold then how ye are fa- 
ihioned 1 


CHAP. CXCI. 

UNLIMITED LIBERTY* OF THE PRESS. 

1 HAVE feen a generation of men of letters, 
the moft celebrated of this age, and of thefe 
men there is not one, I affirm, who would not 
have rejefted this unlimited liberty; they have 
no need of it for the produ£iion of thofe cou- 
rageous writings, which have thrown fo much 
light amongft us. In their wideft wanderings 
they always preferv’ed a fort of decency ; they 
never brutalized either thejr language, their opi- 
nions, or their perfons; they knew that truth has 

a pro- 
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a progreffivc inarch j they often repeated this 
maxim, Would you put one power more on your fide^ 
put juftice. 

You mufl: always write in the name of the 
people, it is faid ; and there is not an hundredth 
part of the people who know how to read, and 
not a thoufandth who can dillinguifli truth from 
falfehood. That portion of the people who are 
lincere are agreed on this head j and in their ig- 
norance on every queftion, they confult rather a 
man’s honefty than his talents. 

For this reafon, the calumniator endeavours 
above all to decry the moral charafiler of the re- 
publican. The venomous ferpent leaves always 
a poifonous dime on the humid trace of his paf- 
fage 3 fo the w’icked man applauds himfelf inter- 
nally for the dangerous feeds which he has thrown 
into every mind. 

Morande, infamous at London as well as Paris, 
has had many imitators #mongft us; we have 
feen thofc men appear in bands, who made un- 
bluQiingly a trade of calumny. We may fay 
that its tooth is fo worn out that its gums have 
overgrown it ; it has dared to fully me with the 
name of royalift; I who have cTonftantly attacked 
royalifm concealed under the malk of Jacobin- 
ifm; I whofe pen is fo independent; yes, I 
have always feen an error, a danger, a fnare, in 
the aflbciation of thefe words, Unlimiied liberty of 
the prefs. 


It 
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It was at firft claimed by the ferocious Moun- 
taineers, when they fought to abufe it. They 
afterwards changed their battery, when they faw' 
that this fame liberty unmaiked themfelves ; and 
when it was faid of them, that they carried in 
their hands the little key, ipotted with the blood 
of Bluebeard ; the more you wipe and rub it, the 
redder the fpot appears.. 

The defpotifm of the mob is the worft of all 
defpotifms ; it was that which invented and pro- 
pagated the doftrine of the unlimited liberty of 
the prefs. Babeuf became leader of the mob 
after Marat they have had'plenty of rivals, and 
fucceflbrs: it was who ihould imitate them in 
mobbifm. 

All the art of thefe vile wretches was to affefl 
mobbifh forms and expreffions, which feduced 
and deluded the multitude. Every mob-writer 
might pulh his liel( and impudence as far as he 
thought proper j he wrs fure to meet with en- 
couragement. 

It- was under the poignards, the clubs, and the 
fabres of the murderers, that the famous nomi- 
nation for Paris was made in 1792 ; and which 
fent tO'the convention fo many men of fanguinary 
principles. I declared-at the time, folemhly and 
publicly, every thing which was to be expefted 
from them. ' 

What wgs the origin of all the fucceeding 
crimes ? The unlimited liberty of the prefs j the 

cruel 
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cruel levity with which we glided oveir efimes 
which ought to have roofed every mind with in* 
dignation. Tbefe horroPs were juliified in pam- 
phlets; the atrocious letters of Albitte, of 
Fouche, 'of Laporte, and of Collot d^Herbois, 
were reprinted with afie6lation ; and while on 
whatever fide they turned -therafelves, the French 
found nothing but robbers who plundered, mid 
wolves who devoured theaj„ infamous news* 
writers, with the fame fort of barbarifm, ap- 
plauded every thing moll: aBive and moft horri- 
ble, which terror, falutary terrw, to make ufe of 
their own expreffion, could infpire« 

I heard a young man called Vincent, abiiSUit 
twenty or twenty-two years old, of an atrocious 
charafter, and whofe pafiions weiie fet afloat by 
the revolution, which 4xad made him a real can- 
nibal, fay, that thefe puhlicationa were mcare re- 
publican than all the writings of^Iably. 

Malliard and Roofin held the fame language 
to roe ; one was commander of the revolutionary 
army, the other had been one of the prejfidents 
of the butcheries of Septemhar. Coutboo flunig- 
ged up his fhoulders when we fpoke of tho 
hooks of Roufleau refpe6tiog government and 
faid that he und^ftood nothing about it 
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CHAP. CXCH. 

Funs. 

At the time of the inftallation of the execu- 
tive direSory, the royalifts, lofing all hope, exor- 
cifed their puny vengeance by fcribbling infult- 
ing or malignant libels on the watch-boxes 
even of the centinels, who were not Argufies. 
Not far from the direftorial palace we read 
thefe words, which were eagerly caught at by 
the ignorant multitude j Mant^a^ure de fires a 
frottet. They repeated tdfo this phrafe, in allu- 
fion to the penury of our armies at that time ; 
filous ne pomons confimet ia guerre avec rinq car- 
twches. Another faying was, Les Anglais ne fie 
</tf-Pitt*<tfra#/, qpe quand les Francais feront </«-Barras- 
fis. 

This ficitmifli of the angry punfters was as 
Ihort jts it was feeble. The directory took its 
footing, defpifed the epigrammatifis, and went on 
'with firmnefs. After all the Ihocks, the difeou- 
ragements, the diferedit, the fears of good citi^ 
?!bn8, after the daring attempts of the emigrants, 
the avowed enemies of the revolution, and the 
tricks of non-juring and refraQoiy priefts, they 
re-eftabliflied order and' ptace. They were great, 

firm; 
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firm, and moderate. Every fenfible man attached 
himfelf to them, as to a majeftic regulator. 
Their eulogium is in the aftoniihment and terror 
of the cabinets of foreign princes. 


CHAP, cxciir 

CONDORCET. 

As the death of Condorcet caufed an univerfal 
fijnlation, every one is baturally anxious to know 
the circumilances which attended it. Here is 
what ha4 been tranfraitted to me by an eye- 
witnefs. Arrelled at Clamars, in a cabaret 
which hunger had preffed him to enter, he was 
taken to the committee of the place (for the 
fraalleft villages had their committees of fans- 
culottes) interrogated, and fearched j he de- 
clared that his name was Sima, an old domejlic. 
They found neither paper, certificate, or pafiport 
on him, but an Horace, in the blank pages of 
which were fome lines written with a pencil, 
and in Latin, which made a member of the com- 
mittee, who interrogated him, very wifely obferve. 
Thou tellefi us that thou art a fervaat, hut I Jhotdi 
he much fooner inclined to heUeve that thm^ort me of 

0 2 thofe 
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fk^ d-devantSt who formerly kep fervanti. The 
re&h of the examination was the fending the 
qukJam to the diftri^ of Bourg d’Egalite, to be 
done with as fliould he further ordered. Tranf- 
fcrred on foot by an armed effort, the unhappy 
man could not go farther than ChatiUon, where 
he dropt down with hunger and fatigue. They 
were obliged to borrow a horfe of a vine-drcfler 
of this laft commune^ and he was led to the dif- 
tri^, which ordered him to be imprifoned. 

Thrown into a damp dungeon, without bed 
or food, they forgot him for forty-eight hours. 
The keeper went to vifit him the third day only 
after his entrance ; he was ftretched out lifelefs 
on the floor, ft is unneceiTaiy after that to wafle 
onefelf in conjeftures on the caufe of his death ^ 
the truth is, that he had not time to flnSih his re- 
paft in the cabaret at Clamiptrs, and tliat he died 
of hunger in hia dungeon, which he had entered 
entirely exhaufted : and this perhaps alfo is the 
reafon why this event, -Cyhich ought naturally to 
have made fome noife, has remained fecret to this 
mommit, and fuggefled the idea of his having 
taken poifon. 

In the laft interview which I had with Con- 
dorcet, I gave him an , itinerary for Neufchatel, 
in Swiuerland, by means of which he might 
avoid BeCan9on,PontarUer, and pafs Ae Doubs. 

Condorcet had forefeen the reign of thofe men 
of blood, who have brought the moft, glorious of 

revolutions 
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revolutions into deteftadon, and iiii|>rinted it 
with their chala^ers of folly and fnocity. The 
fame men were loon to aiTailSnate twen^*two 
reprefentatives of the people $ to punifli them 
for their infbrmatimi, their virtue, their courage, 
and, above* all, for the knowledge which they had 
of the vile and criminal intrigues which the 
agents of the foreign powers carried on with fo 
much audacity. It is not aftonifliing that thele 
airailins calumniated their memory; but every 
thing which has been faid of them and Condor^ 
cet will foon give way to the overpowering and 
terrible fplendor of truth : and we fhall fee that 
there was neither itgA ireafon in the twcnty*two, 
nor weaJtnefs in the pMlofopher; we fhal! fee 
that the inconceivable oppreflBon which weighed 
on the people^ and on the national convention, 
its own (dbnfi&Sioii, has given birth to actions 
which could have belonged only to a Socrates, a 
Plato, and a Penn ; for they themfelves would 
have been murdered, or would have been con- 
demned to lilence, amidft that dreadful tempClt 
of thunder, armed for the defiru£tipn of genius, 
philofophy, and even common feafe. What 
then could human reafon do ? Nothing. 

We may however rcproRch Condorcet for ha:v- 
ing given an opinion in the trial of Ijewfs the 
XVlth, fo indectlive, fo tottRouSt and fo embapt 
raffed, that every one exclaimed at the time, that 
the j^hilofopher had fpol^en really like a child. 

Condorcet 
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Cdndorcet and Lavpifier were riot able to find 
a hiding-place ; the laft of the Brutus exclaimed^ 
Virtue, thou art but an empty name !” Thefe 
two Celebrated men might have addrelTed the 
fame memorable apoftrophe to frieridfhlp. 


CHAP. CXCIV. 

BLACK COLLARS. 

^ Our black collars had^formed a plan (fo the 
report goes) of hiring all the vacant lodgings 
that furround the Luxemburg1[), It is even faid 
that they want to hire the feminaiy of St. Sul- 
pice, in order to form it into a kind of barrack, 
which would give them the means of feizing the 
favourable moment to fall, with arms in their 
hands, on the direftory, who fmiled at the me- 
naces of its feeble enemies. 

i 

. What is a black collar ? { divide them into 
three eJaffes j the emigrants, the cowards who 
* have deferted from the armies, or withdravni 
themfelves from the requifition by means of mo- 
ney or' intrigue, and that vile herd of^ffemmate 
' petit-makreSt whofe exiftence is fcarcely percep- 
tible except in theatres and ladies drefling-rooiris, 

and 
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9,ad ^vbofe wbde merit in .ridlculoufly 

aping the follies of the d^y,.aod in their daily 
change of mtmners, language* and drefs. Hiefe 
lafi are only caterpillars* who crawl about* and 
gnaw the bark of the tree of liberty. 

I read in the abridged di£tionary of natural 
hiilory, that there is a kind of caterpillar, fur- 
named the livery. After having given a defcrip- 
tion of this animal, tHe' ^^ter terminates his 
article by thefe words ; “ It is neceflary to de- 
“ ftroy this fpecies of caterpillars as foon as you 
perceive them.” 


CHAP.'CXCV. 

TO THE 5TOCKHDl.Z>E|t«. 

STocKHOLDERSy unfoitunate clafsl and en- 
titled to the fympathy of eveiy feeling heart* 
what would become of you if a royalift re-a£lion 
ihould take place in Paris* and meet with fuc- 
cefs? You have no other titles than fuch as are 
new* and which the defpot would not acknow- 
ledge. ' He would tell you* “ The titles which 
“ my predeceifoiR gave you had at their head, 
'\LewfSt h ^he^geace tf king qf France — 

“ What 
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** W^%nify to uit y<imr infcriptioiis ? I know 
nothing about that.” 

And jc, brave and oH warriors, who have 
filed your blood, and facrificed a part of your- 
felyes even in the fields of glory for the defence 
of, yoi\r^ country, you would be Ignominioufly 
ddveo from that afylum, where food and every 
comfort, is iecure Jto you until the end of your 
glorious career* '^re defpot would fay, “ Get 
out, writhes, ^who have borne arms for the 
*‘tepuhiic, piftead of defending your king, kis 
” clergy, and hu nobility” 


CHAP, C^pVI. 

eilAKOE THS KAkaS OF STRbBrs. 

I HAV5 read a geographical project, of which 
Paris was the map, and the hackney-coachmen 
the profeflbrB. Certainly | fhould rather wilDb 
Paris to be a geographical «hart than a volume 
of the Roman calendar ; and the names of faints, 
with which the fireetf are baptized, cannot be 
[compared, either for ufofulnefs or harmony, with 
the names of the cities and towns for which it 
was propofed tb exchange them^ On this plan, 
the Fauxhourg St,. Penis w«(||PMbKfc been called 

the 
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the Fauxbourg of VdemMUias / the f’auxbourg 
of St. Marceaiv the Fauxboarg oS’Maifeittes 5 the 
Place dc Gneve, the Place de Torw, or Beurptes, 
Bcc. 

But iedoti%, if the name£ of the ftreets were 
to undergo a change, is a more reafonable 
and better *digeiled plan than that fuggefted and 
put into execution under the revolutionaiy re^ 
gime of fuppreffing the word faiat. 

The authors of this laft change drought the/ 
had given a mortal blow to the catholic religion, 
in robbing it of the ancient honour of confccrat* 
ing our narrow and filthy iireets ; but it was the 
precaution of a child, who ihuts his eyes in 
fcrambling through d)orn buihes. 

Thefe names at faints, fo long unknown them* 
felves, and fo long applied to the ftreets of Paris^ 
reminded the inhabitants no more of the apoftlcs 
or martyrs of the catholic religion, th^ Pelican- 
ftreet reminds tbofe who crofs it of the manners 
of the heavy fiftiing bird by vdiofe name the ftreet 
is called. 

Who is there amongft us, who is the devot even, 
that in paffing the ftreets of St. Honore or St. 
Antoine, thinks either of the name or dee^s of 
thefe inhabitants of the Ikies ? We walk al<mg 
thefe ftreets as the Engliftt walk through St. Paul's 
at London, the Turks the ftrdet cf St. Sophia at 
Conftantinople, the Romans thelplaminlan ftreet 
at Rome, without any^ df them'-efer thinking on 

Fla- 
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Fiaminius, or St. Sophia^ or St. Paul. There was 
one way indeed to make us think of them as 
Frenchmen, and that vpas, to forbid our doing 
fo ; and this is the wife, refolution which our mo- 
dern iconoclaftes have adopted. Independent of 
the barbarous hiatus introduced into the language 
by the fuppreffion of the word faint in the flreets 
Homrf Rock, Antoine, &c. they have jgone di- 
rcflly contrary to their dcfign, by placing us be- 
tween the eafe of habit and the fear of palling for 
priftocrats, and forcing us from this very circum- 
ftance to be continually recalling both our preju- 
dices and their motives. Thus there is not a rea- 
fonable republican who attaches at prefen t the 
leaft importance to this fubjeft'j and if it were 
neceflary to make a change in the llrcets of 
Paris, there is not a man of common fenfe who 
would not prefer that of the geography of w'hich 
we were fpeaking, which Carries with it at Icait 
. a means of inftruciion, and a chara6ler of origi- 
nality. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. CXCVII. 

LIBELLERS. 

We fcarcely know which to be moft aflo^ 
niflied at, the prefumption of certain news-vrri- 
lers, or the credulity of the public, who blindly 
refer tbemfelves to their decilions, and who fub- 
fidize them in order to be deceived. What 
confidence, in fa£l, can we have in writers fo 
rafh as to fpeak of every thing without exami- 
nation, of morality without morals, of religion 
WMthout believing in God, of literature with- 
out well knowing how to read, of political 
economy without elements ! What intereft, even» 
of curiofity, could fuch declafnatory libellers in- 
fuire, who can only bark, bite, and calumniate ; 
without views, without means, without fliame, 
and without country ? 

Whatever be the difpofition, w-hich wc all have, 
to read every thing with pieafure which bears 
the character of mifehievoufnefs, flill this mif- 
chievoufnefs rauft be feafoned, and this difpofi- 
tion be kept up by wit, which can alone in the 
lorjg run pardon the ufe or juflify the e.xccfs 
of it. 


To 
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Towbatefteem^ thcfe men pretend, who 
do not \An(h to 'contradi£^ themfelves openly 
<me day ailer another refpe&ing the fame perfon, 
the fame event, the fame works? who, on the re- 
commendation of a filly fellow of a bookfeller, 
cry up to the flcies an obfcure writer whofe opi- 
nions favour their party, or whofe dinners /rtf- 
matize their opinions ; who, to deck an old 
idol, or fatisfy their perfonal animofity, let loofe 
their fury againft fuch honeft writers as do not 
humble themfelves before their contemptible 
pride. 

The punifliraent of ridicule is, we muft con- 
fefs, a chaftifcroent too mild for thofe fcribblers, 
writers of yefi.erday, and moft indefatigable ca- 
lumniators. „ We cannot conceive how they fhould 
pretend to avoid it, or have' the impudence to 
‘complain.;-,-. 

Wbat is this i^w modse.of reafoning? There 
have been great villains in the convention, there- 
fore the convention is compofcd of villains. The 
republic has been^ .from its fifft foupdation, the 
theatre of faSions and difofders, therefore no 
laws or peace can take place in a republic. 

The follies of a. court begat the deheit, which 
begat the American war, which begat the hatred 
of England, which begat the faftion of Orleans, 
which begat the faftions of Danton, Marat, and 
Robefpjcrre^ vehich begat the Jacobins, which 
he^at immorality, atheifro, and ftockjobbing, 
V -»• . which 
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which begat the .pfcudo-rt^Jjfts^ vdiicb bept 
the joumalifts, the libeVers, the pamphleteers, of 
whom we have ^ken, and who, already f^got” 
ten, are covered with the moft inefehle con- 
tempt. 


CHAP. CXCVIIL 

SHADE OF ROUSSBAqr. 

I WEUT, according to cuftom, to viCt the pil- 
lars of the dome of the Pantheon, and to exa- 
mine attentively what we had a right to fear or 
hope with refpeft to the fete of this great edifice, 
which holds every mind in fufpenfe. 

Magnificent works, labours of more than half 
a century, muft you perifh in a fingle inliant ! I 
looked, my head thrown backward, at thofe ma- 
jeftic coludlhs, tfie delicate and light foliage of 
the capitals, thofe lofty and triple vaults, and 
exclaimed, ** Superb pillars' if you muft give 
“ way, let k not be at leaft without giving us a 
“ laft and charitable warning-” 

O vain efforts of art ! O too coftly monument ! 
O ftuitleis expences ! O barren pomp ! I hiade 
all thefe refleftions as I walked along. When fud- 

denly 
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denly I heard a gentle ifigh, which proceeded frorii 
a cavern. I ftopt, I liftened, and reco]le£ted the 
tender and plaintive voice of J. J. RoulTeau; 

What am I? What do I do here? I, in a 
** temple ! Why have they placed me here ? I 
repofed fo well in the Ifle of Poplhrs j it was 
“ the laft habitation which I had obtained from 
** friendftip j the birds came to warble above my 
" cinerary urn j the young girls of the neighbour- 
ing hamlet often co%'ered my tomb with mar- 
“ joram, finging the airs of my Devin du Fillage. 
“ Men have torn me from the E]yfium> where I 
enjoyed perfect tranquillity, and have plunged 
** me into a cold done quarry! Inftead of the 
** fliade of Fenelon which I fought# 1 faw a hor- 
rible bloody fpeftre, which took the road of 
hell he only pafled through, it is true, but he 
“ has left in this atmofphere a fmell of crimes 
“ which cannot be extinguiihed. 

** Ah ! whoever yoa be' that hear- me, do not 
rejeft my prayer ; let me be carried back to my 
ifland ; let me again breathe the balmy air of 
the country ; let me feel myfeif warned again 
" by the rays of that fun which led me to the ado» 
ration of the author. 

** I am ftifled in this fepulchre ; thtf, earth lhakes 
“ under my coffin ; I hear the falling of the tot- 
“ tering ftonesj thofe who enter fly away af- 
“ frighted. Immortality is not in fafety at the 
“ Pantheon.^ — Oh ! I ffiall be more tranquil under 

“ the 
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“ the vaiult of heaven, under that cupola which 
*‘ does not fall !” y 

Struck with thefe complainings, I thought it 
my duty to tranfmit them to the friends of J. J. 
Roufleau j and I joined my prayers that this 
man of nature might, agreeably to his ardent fo- 
licitationsj be carried back to Ermenonville. 


CHAP. CXCIX. 

SECTION LEPELLETIEK, 

The exiftence c^.the capital is a real miracle ■; 
it has efcaped the coalition of kings, and its own 
inteftine diviiionsi" it has efcaped famine j and 
when we refiefl what could have faved k from 
this Jaft fcourge, we can attribute it only to the 
wealth of moft plentiful aulumrjs. The crea- 
tion of that multitude of particular diftritls has 
wonderfully contributed to favour an equal diftri- 
bution, and has given each quarter a central 
point, whida .it would have been very difficult to 
have eftabliffied on a general plan. 

How does this city fubfift, betrayed by its 
magiftrates, w'ho w<fre to have opened the gates 
io the confpirators ? When the news of the tak- 
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ing of the Baftile^ Verfailfcs 

as an irapofture, fafl|i^xf;i|ed at the court the 
terror , with which iti^had us, when 

eveyr cpimtexiancc 1 ^ hearing of our 
daring and oKtjeftic poikion, this great danger 
was not the laft >re;,hwi to undergo. , A year 
did not pafe in whicjfc^Qui^ walls were not threat- 
ened with fire, and rage of the factions, 
W'hich broke loofe in this iramenfe city, feemed to 
have no walls ftrongenough to reftrain it. 

While ^.rcenary, writer^,, falaried by the foreign 
powers, never ceafedjjoafting, with equal' extrava- 
gance and perfidy, of the perfefi tranquillity of 
this city, and the majefty of its primary and per- 
manent . aflemblies, whilft warned by too fatal 
an experience, we did pot ceafe ourfelves to 
infpire a j^ milkuft ojf that dep^^ calm, and 
call the attenaon of ^'t»triots of 1789 to the 
feditious^inyafions, the multiplied revolts, and the 
ultimate attempts of thofe primary aflemblies, 
which a band df /aftious nwn wpre plunging 
into the borrbrs.of civil war, cmiJSaries were fe- 
cretly working u^ the peopl|^fore whom th^ 
were prpfh^ting theipfelvi^ji^ , The 

royaiilfs w^re digging' a deep ahy^,^^nder opr 
feet, while they were crowning . qur j^ads. with 
their intoxicattag Aowcts. Wretches! they, ^were, 
perfuihlng the altar^oh which they 'wilhed^to fa- 
crifice every Parifian, as the author or acconir 
plice of the death of the lail king. 


We 
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We (hall here give fome developements necef- 
fary to eftabiiih the fadts, flight in appearance, 
but the confcquences of which might have had 
the moft murderous influence on the fate of the 
French republic. 

It was on Thurfday evening, the 2d of Vcn- 
demiaire, that they attempted at the Palais Royal 
the game of the rnanceuvres concerted in the ca- 
bals of the feifion Lepelletier. It was remem- 
bered that a dozen coxcombs infulted in the gar- 
den the invalids who had cried out, Vive la repub- 
lic ! Three of thefe infolent young men were ar- 
refted, and the reft ran away like a flock of deer 
at the report of a fowling-piece. 

The yd Vendemiaire, the fe£lions of the 
French theatre, of Unity, and Lepelletier, took 
moft violent arretes againft the convention, 
made a proclamation of difobedience to the de- 
crees accepted by the whole of France, and 
named, according to cuftom, commiffaries to 
publifli their proclamation and their refolutions. 
The evening of the fame day people, adroitly 
fcattered through different quarters of the city, 
exclaimed that all the young men were arrefted 
and fent to prifon. 

The young men, affrighted, affembled in the 
garden of the Palais Royals groups were formed, 
the moft daring projedls were propofedj and 
whilft fome were employed in ftirring up their 
paflions, others were finging the Reveil 4u Pcufile. 

VOL. n. vP Some 
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Some one took it into his head to nik, “ Wnat 

are thefe cries and movements about r” — “ A 
*' terrorift,’* they called out on every lide: “ It 
“ is a terrorift,” and the pretended terrorift was 
knocked dow'n. The women fled, the (hops 
were fhut up, and a torrent of young people 
rufhed on fuccelflveiy to the theatres of the 
republic, of the Rue Feydeau, and the Vaude- 
ville, where they forced the doors, interrupted 
the plays, and made the a6\ors fing the Revet'/' 
du Petiple. All thefe preliminaries covered the 
defign of increafing the rioters, of forming them- 
felvcs into battalions, and of going to attack the 
convention. 

Meanwhile the military force wms organized, 
patroles circulated divided the groups, and broke 
every hoftile raeafure, which for want of a com- 
mon point did not ftand the flighteft op})o- 
fition. 

At half paft nine the palTums were raifed to 
the higheft pitch; the groups were llrong, nu- 
merous, and riotous ; a patrolc of grenadiers 
paffing by were fired at, and one of three fliots 
ftruck a foldier in the iiead. This was the lignal 
of war, the critical moment; and if the grenadiers 
had been as forward ' to repulfe that outrage as 
their enemies had been to commit it, there is no 
doubt but Paris W'ould have become a royal Ven- 
dee j that was what was wanted ; but unfliaken 
In their duty, thefe brave foldifers, having had no 

orders 
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orders to fire, ftopt motionlcfs after prefenting 
their bayonets. It was on this occafion that 
the cowardice of thefe inifcreants maiiifelled 
itfelf i not having fucceedcd in caufing the mafla- 
cre of the whole of this intrepid patrole, they 
ran through the city, crying out that the conven- 
tion had fired on the people, and calling To 
arws! the ftreets re-echoed nothing but thofe 
words, To arms ! to arms! Down with the con- 
vention ! the fedions for ever! 

Silly leaguers! you had not counted on fo much 
firmnefs on the part of the inhabitants of this 
city; you had thought, iu the towering prefump- 
tion of your ambitious projects, that all Paris 
would be fliaken by your cries, would march 
at your orders, and would facrifice to your plea- 
fure, liberty, property, repofe, hope, every thing, 
even life. Tain was your outcry that the con- 
vention had fired on the people ■, the people, fo 
often deceived by your royal manoeuvres, were 
refolved to fee and underftand before they 
afted. 

I'liis fatal tcinporifation ruined you ; all this 
fcafFolding of crimes and fglly was crullied under 
the weight of truth. 

At eleven, every thing had difappeared. The 
convention, while thefe pigmies were hovering 
around it, affcrabled at eight, but without 
debating, and at half after ten the committees 
of government entered the hall. On this fitting, 

F 2 one 
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one of the moft memorable of the conventiiou, 
feemed to hang the deftiny of France ; every one 
viewed with horror this fcandalous war between 
the national convention and a puny fra£iion of the 
nation, called for vigorous and perfevering mea- 
fures ; every heart animated with the fame fenti- 
ment, that of dying rather than yielding, rallied 
to the fame fiandard, that of the republic. 


CHAP, CC. 

HIREB BALLAD-SIKGERS. 

We cannot take four fteps in the firoet.', oi 
Paris without feeing ballad-fingers mounted nu 
fiools ; who, when they have diawn the multi 
tude around them by the found of fume inflru- 
ment, begin a dialogue of their own compofilion. 
Thcfe means w^ere not neglefled during the revo- 
lution. All the licentious maxims of demagog} 
pafied through the organs of thcfe vile vaga- 
bonds. 

Broken by the tortures of the rcvolutionar} 
regime, w'c heard thefe murderous ballad-fingers 
in the evenings at the Palais-Royal, howl- 
ing out. To the guillotine^ Capet, to the guillotine, at- 
tended by furious looking whetches with fabres 
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in their hands. Tbcfe fame ballad-fingers carried 
on biers men who were wounded in the affair of 
the 10th of Auguff, and paraded through the 
hall of the convention, calling for vengeance in 
their brutal fongs. All the names which entered 
into the compofition of, the famous inffrument 
of punifliment were worked up into gay cou- 
plets for the amufement of the mob. 'Droll 
expreffions were confecrated to reprefent the 
action of the fatal plank, ^nd the fall of the 
guillotined lieads. I'he death of the condemned 
was accompanied by taunting irony, and icfts 
were annexed to every function and the lead 
movements of the executioner. 

Marat, Cbabot, Robefpierre, and d’Orleans, 
were fung by thefe proftituted mouths. On 
the iOlh of Auguff thefe men had hid themr 
fehvcs, w'aiting the event of the combat. The 
ballad-fingers rnetamorphofed them at once into 
heroes armed and fighting, for thefe coward'^ 
W'cre anxious to be reputed brave. 

We ha%e heard their violins ftrumming out 
eternal ditties on the murder of Lepelletier St. 
Fargeau, and when the murderer blew out his 
brains (as they laid, but which i do not believe^ 
on the bod of an inn where people had entered 
to feizc his perfon, the fame ballad-fingers evok- 
ed all the furies of hell to torture him ; and a 
clerk of the criminal tribunal, who vras called 
Paris, dared no longer bear that name, but took 
that of Fabricius. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. CCI. 

MAIMED SOLDIERS. 

Ah? who is the man, that without being at- 
fefled, can meet in the ftreets ihefc men covered 
with honourable wounds, which bring to our re- 
colleftion thofe terrible battles in which they 
have been received.^ We fiill find in the. coun- 
tenances of thefe young mutilated heroes the 
fiamp of that courage which animated them in 
combat; and if our eye could penetraie under 
their garments, how many other glorious fears 
fliould we yet difeover ! 

How many men without legs, without arms, 
without nofe, chin, or mouth ! Every where we 
difeover hideous traces oi tl)e cruelties of war. 
O deteflable kings ! ye who are leagued againfi 
our infant republic, thinking to annihilate it ! yc 
who wifhed to enflave us, and who entered on 
our foil with your powerlefs thunders, yc are 
the authors of thofe fad mutilations; humanity 
bears witnefs againft you ; but what account 
do you make of humanity, provided infatiable 
pride cements the crown on your heads ! 

Look at thefe foldiers, who have efcaped the 
chance of war ! They have left on the fickls of 

victory 
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vj61ory the half of themfelves. Let us ftop from 
gratitude ; let us Hand up, and let that wooden 
leg pafs by ; let us ftrctch out our hands to 
that blind man, and pick up the fnuff-box or 
handkerchief of him who has loft his arm. 

It w^as propofed that every centinel fhould pre- 
fent arms whenever a maimed foldier pafted. 
I am forry that this motion was not carried into 
full execution. What republican does not feel 
his patriotifin receive a new degree of force and 
(courage in fe(.ing thofe deplorable vi£lims of the 
blind vengeance of the powers coalefced againft 
a generous {>eo[)le. 7'hey were willing to deftroy 
a flianv.'Uil government which weighed upon 
them, and cowardly tyrants liave dared to call 
them to account ; they have given this account 
at Turin, at Venice, at Rome, at Berne, at 
Mentz, at Amftcrdam, at the gates of Vienna, 
I'hcfe muiiiated young men place before my 
eyes thofe rapid and immortal conquefts, and 
it is in paying my refpe£ls to their ftumps 
that 1 perceive the arm of their comrades 
planting on the foreign foils the three-coloured 
flag. O prefentirnents of the moft juft and 
moft memorable of vi£iories, do not deceive 
ye ! 1 never fail to flicw a mark of fenfibiliry or 

refpeiSl whenever I meet tliefe mutilated men, 
thoTe warriors whom my eyes iollow in their flow 
and painful motions, till 1 feel them moiftened 
v/ith tears. 


A mC' 
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A mechanic has wooden legs of fo Am- 
ple and happy a conftruffion, that when th^ 
are covered with a Aockiqg or a thoe, the tye 
cannot diftinguifh whether or no it is homo- 
genous with the bpdy to which it is faftened. 

In general, a certain hilarity reigns in the 
countenances of thefe mutilated foldiersj and 
from • the decency of their appearance, we fee 
that the republic is attentive to their food and 
maintenance^ ■ 

^Vhen we enter the houfe of the invalids, we 
And the air, which was formerly infe£led, now 
pure ; the kitchens are clean, and lince the re- 
publican regime, are common. The revolution 
has operated various happy changes in the in- 
terior government of this interclling depot. THe 
choice piepes of meat no longer turn on triple 
rows of fpits for the offk^rs only, the food is the 
fame for all^ ^d this is gpod and beneficent equa- 
lity. 

Each table is compofed of twelve, foldiers, and 
is fumiihed , with foup, boiled beef, a plate of 
vegetables, and baif a pmt pi i^adulterated wine 
to each man. .. 

Men, robuft as Hercules, bearing with fteady 
ftep and mufcular arm hand-barrows loaded 
- with diflies, bring to remembrance thofe who, in 
the triumphs of Alexander, carry the inilruments 
of the facrifices. 


When we vifit this immenfe houfe, placed with 
a northern afpeft in the midft of a plain, and 

which 
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jvhich feenis, from this haipp^ pofitioh, to breathe 
th6 pure air of the adjacent' country, we no longer 
Hnd.the beautiFu^ marble ftatues of the chapels 
within i they had been tasen down from their 
bafe,' ranged fymmetrically in the court of the 
portico, and thefe images of bilhops prefented to 
the eye of the fpe£iator the femblance of a coun- 
cil- The external part of this edifice pfiers at 
prefent only the fliadow of its former glory. 

The dome ftill preferves, in fpite the de-. 
ftroying hammers of the Vandals of 1793, the 
noble remains of its elegant and majefiic atti- 
tude. 

The church is naked and thoroughly ranfack-i 
ed; the altar, on which was ere£led fix gilt co- 
lumns of dazzling fplcndour, is buried under the 
duft of demolitions j caps of liberty have re- 
placed the fleurs de lys, and it coft immenfe 
fums to eflTace them at the highefl comers, which 
operation was called fans-culottifing the royal dome. 

We {hall never more fee venerable foldiers, 
whitened under arms, worlhipping God with fer- 
vour, and mingling in their pious fongs the name 
of the founder of this aiylum. 


CHAP 
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CHAP. ecu. 

.PRINTING OFFICES. 

There were formerly only thirty-fix printers 
in Paris, and thefe were privileged. The revo- 
lution has overthrown thefe abfurd privileges. A 
printing-prefs is miy writing-delk, and that of 
every good or bad author. They have multiplied 
fo aftonifliingly, that the prefs, after having done 
fo much good, threatens a fatal cataftrophe. It 
is the rottennefs of the egg, corruptio optimi Jief- 
Jima. 

But how, will it be faid, make a repreffive 
law? There is fcarcely’an houfe in Paris where 
there is not a prefs, either in the cellar or the gar- 
ret, and in the “outhoufes two or three newfpaper 
writers. 

You may well imagine that all royalifts and 
ariftocrats encourage thefe writers in undermin- 
a government which is odious to them ; and 
why fbduld not this regiment of fcribblers fancy 
themfelves a power, when they fee themfelves 
introduced even into the hall of the’i^iflative 
Ijody, and that there is but a benth which fepa- 
rates them frorii the legiflators ? Is notthe power, 
'which they have aflruined‘,'of flaiidcring, criticifing, 

and 
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and proclaiming their fatires morning and even> 
ing, an authority undifputed? and how, then, 
{iippofe it unlawful? The journalift will tell you 
that it is infallible, and for that reafon become 
irreproachable. 

It is with this fort of logic that the journalift 
calls himfelf a legiflator, legiflatorof theftreets, 
whofe decrees are publiihed at every comer, and 
parade along the kennels. What more authen- 
tic ! what is the broken voice that fpeaks at 
the tribune compared with that of the Stentor 
who can awaken a whole diftrift, and which 
hears the proclamation in all its force and pleni- 
tude? 

JournaJiHs will be the everlafting defpair of go- 
vernments j they have nothing to fear but them- 
felves, that is to fay, the contempt into which 
they are falling by their own extravagancies j they 
have taken large fteps towards it. 

There are countries where a woman may make 
a declaration that flie wiibes to be a courtezan or 
public girl j flje receives a certificate, and enjoys 
the unlimited liberty of proftituting herfelf. There 
are two clafifes of journalifis, the one are in fe»ch 
of truth, and wilh to fpeak it, but with referve> 
and with a fort of refpefil for the public and 
themfelyes. la order that this truth might be- 
come univeifid) they give it a decent jdiyfiog- 
nomy, and they know that a certain air of wif- 
dom will qaufe it to be adopted. The others 

drive 
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drive their pen headlong, and bolt out their affer- 
tions, affe£t a ftile of fatire, though nature has 
not endowed them with the talent ; mingling 
cenfure, farcafm, add raillery, , and confounding 
all diilin&ions. Every phrafe is good for them, 
provided it be caultic 5 truth to them is the groan 
of the offended. To envenom the afiions of a 
public man is the way to make him walk up- 
right. Every adminiftration, every authority, is 
tyrannical, when it is not in perfect obedience 
to their ideas j every government is corrupted 
and affaffinable, whenever it thwarts their anti- 
focial produflions. 

Thefe writers ftiould therefore clafs themfelves 
into rational and feditious journalifts; and the 
public, inftrudled by the lign, would learn that 
there is as much diftance between two men who 
write periodically, as between a furgeon who 
makes an anatomical operation, and the butcher 
who cuts up an ox. 

The licentioufnefs of the prefs laded till the 
i8th ofFruftidor j the fcandal, without having 
entirely ceafed, has been diminilhed lince that 
efipcha, becaufe the dire£tory has the right of 
putting die feals on the anti-republican preffes ; 
but the incorrigible journalill begins again on the 
meuTow with another writing-delk. Quick! give 
t^efe {bribes their certificates of inf^y I 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. Gcm. 

WAREHOUSEMEN. 

He who firft fa id that the tradefmeii had form' 
ed the projeft of degrading the cbtUf thought he 
only faid a bon mot, while he aflerted a truth. 
It is very true, that whether it be for want of 
arms, or want of moral reftraint, commodities 
have been raifed to [fuch a height that the moft 
able obfervers are ignorant of the caufe, and un- 
able to explain it. 

We can eafily conceive how colonial produce, 
fuch as fugar, coffee, pepper, indigo, cotton, keep 
at fo high a price ; there are two caufes which 
are evident, the devaftation of the colonies, and 
the rate of infurance. 

But indigenous commodities, fuch as Wine, 
brandy, oil, wool, paper, grain, and every thing 
the produce of our own foil, and which We have 
fo abundantly reaped for thefe three years pifi, 
with which warehoufes and markets are filled, 
why fliould thefe augment every day ? Why is 
the price of to-morrow higher than that, of the 
preceding Unlefs there was a general hail- 

ftorm over the land, or a drought, it required 
twenty years formerly to change the ufual prices of 

common 
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common commoditicS’j" at prefent, it requires 
only twenty-four hours, and the will of a warc- 
bo^feman of the ftreet St. Denis. 


CHAP. CCIV. 

I AM A MOOERE. 

Under covert of night, in lilence, under fe- 
crefy, without forms, defpotifm and private ha- 
tred lliut up citizens by thoufands. People were 
arrelled not only at midnight, but w'ere likewife 
treated in the moll favage and moll humiliating 
manner. The committee of public fafety had 
created an infinite number of fubordinate di£la- 
torlhips j and the citizens, fpoilcd of their rights, 
miferable, trembling, and dumb before their ty- 
rants, appeared before a murderous tribunal, 
where their ears were llruck with only ofte cry : 
Dmthl Death I 

There is no exaggeration in Haling that tbefc 
tyrants had the impudence to infinuate that the 
two-thirds of France w’erc fcoundrels^ and that 
it was neceflary to exterminate fiicleen millions 
of men to render the reft free. The revdlutioiiary 
tribunal was the amphitheatre, whicb> like that 

of 
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of old« confined wild c^ifiUTioBed to 

execute the fentences of death* And I alfo' 
was condemned to the beads ; for it was being 
fo, to fall into the hands of FouquierTinville and 
all his rufBan horde> and be imprifoned till my 
turn came. 

But though the French nation breathes again, 
though its numerous phalanxes rally round the 
power which it has freely erected, though every 
heart dilates with joy, we can fcarcely venture to 
pronounce the word moderatim i it has not yet 
refumed the rank fuitable to its dignity. 

The traveller fteps afide to make way for the 
torrent j but when that torrent, which rolled in 
every crime, has ceafed to flow, why are we ftill 
ftruck with refpeft for the den of the cannibals ? 
What an oppreflion muft every mind have la- 
boured under, when they have fo much difficulty 
in refuming their former attitudes. Roufe your- 
felves with me, brave republicans ! let me infpire 
you with the courage to fhew yourfelves worthy 
of liberty ! ye who have made the tyrants of the 
univerfe tremble, can you remain unworthy of 
the high deftiny to which you are called ! and 
can you continue to tremble before thofe w^hom 
you ought to puniffi ! But you will tell' me, that 
they wip.,ery out againfl: moderantifm. Whatfignifies 
the word, pnovided you are juft ! I am delighted 
with that iHodermtijm which renders me humane, 
tolerant> jefle^ive j if that is to be a modere, 1 am 

fo; 
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fo; I havcKidfoffetf hatred of the gr«it p4<* 
triots of the day, and. in th«t.I have focceeded n> 
my willies s for if tjjejr e^^semed me, I ihould 
not efteem rnyfelf, . What calm! what ftuport 
what jtethargy ! Silenoeand annihilation hover over 
you, republicans f You flcep, and covmter-revo- 
lution is on'.tjlie watch. Of the tyranny of Ro- 
befpierre ther^ is nothing exttnguilhed but the 
tjrrant $ his hactible fyllem/urvives him. • Thele 
wcH-ds were writto^ to Robert Lindet, to which 
he has given no anlfwer. 

** You, covered in part with the blood oi 
France j you, one of the inventors of the revo- 
** lutionary tribunal, who, on the lOth of Marchy 
** undertook to> bring forward a mod abominable 
** projeft j who were defirous that this tribunal 
*' ihould condemn without < trial and without 
jury } who,f on that day, .made even Barrere 
“ blufii, and drew from him the reproach that 
** you effaced the moft ferocious of defpots ; you, 
“ the companion, the valet, the official defender of 
our executioners j you, who decl^d that .you 
“ concurred with them in refporffibilil^. for the 
death of our moll enlightenedcitizens, that of my 
“ worthieft friends, that of the unhappy Lavoi- 
fier, whofe genius has illumined, and will for 
“ a long tkne illumine every clafs pf fcience, 
“ humaiUty, .and the world ; that o»f the. illuftri- 
** ous and refpe£table ]Vlaleffierbe$,Nwllc^e head 
ought to have been guaranteed ho« 

*** nour 
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atid ot honour 

** could tlacn have beiK^^Ji^ A r that of the mtre> 
** B^attliafnais> of’ ^llwiKjus Anditw'Che- 
mer, of ^e fecHni H^mmSTthe amiable and 
gerierouif iTmdaiftes} '} that ^ven of fo 

many women, wb^ eqtlal to 

** their innocence, and wi!fe|wvei^#4^ hafe 
“ been facrificed to the fhiyW oiir civil ^Cords, 
« but by the moft dsfi'cmble bai^^ty. How 
dare you fpeak, writer print, q(iy even threaten? 
** How dare you think, or premnd that you can 
“ in any mode becotnfi utfefufi to the ftate, Ihew 
"yonrfclf, or mingle in public aifeirs? How 
“ can you look at your hands ? The Wandering 
“ ghofls, do' they not Ihake the curtains of your 
bed ? Try to lleep f”— »- 
The Moderes hav^^l^plfBed a diftin^t fe€l in the 
1 evolution ; around wlmh the unfoit6n{K;e, the 
undecided, and indifferent parties, is, the 
greater number, have always arranged tbemTelves. 
This ft£t ought on this account to have always 
had iHfe albfffldency^ if^ the terror Which always 
prevailed not'gfven 

a fupemai^l fuperilSllly to the.exertiDns of the 
fmaller nuiuber.' 

lCh^''Moder68'}iave Ibeen odioua^o the'hounter* 
revolutla^k; ^fmuch as they were obedient to 
the maj^^^3||^feemed thei^ to coifi^<W«tk 
them i Wt been a tltoufaUdi^tSIliidNmore 
odious"ti»«t2bi^ revohttibUifts, becaufe they 
VOL. li. ’ ' Q were 
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W'ere an active reproach of the condu^ of thofe 
cnfuriated men ; and particularly becaufc the 
revolutionifts forefaw that the Modercs would be 
an obftacle to their exclufiive ufurpation of the au- 
thority of the republic, which, more than the love 
of their country, was the obje£t of all their fury. 

The exafperated revolutionifts carried on there- 
fore a more terrible war againft the Moderci 
than againft the counter-revolulionifts 5 and the 
moft deplorable vi£tims of the revolution are iu 
this deferving eftimable clafs, who were ahvans 
ftrangers to vengeance. 

I'he Moderes followed tiic revolution, but did 
not make it: they followed it, becaufc they faw 
that the incurable corruption of our old regime 
had rendered it infallible, aiid that it was in tlic 
decrees of fate ; they did nut make the revolu- 
tion, bccaufe contributing to a revolution, which 
mutt neceflarily render an Infinite number un- 
hapjw', is a million to vvlncii no honefi man will 
think himfelf called. 

But now that the revolution is made, now' that 
all thefe energetic and cruel men who have ferved 
the revolution, or rather of whom the revolution 
has made ufe in order to unfold itfeJf, now that 
all thefe ferocious men have been worn out by 
the revolution, and that none remain except the 
favage fubal terns, who are continually wearing 
away by their powerlefs efforts, it is for the Mo- 
4eres to confolidate a work which ought no 

longer 
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longer to be expofed to revolutionary 'agitations, 
and which ought in fliort to be brought back to 
the pure motives which caufed it to be under- 
taken. 

We owe it to the Modcres, that the revo- 
lution has not been carried to that pitch of cru* 
city, to which all France has but too well learnt 
that they wanted to puHi it; for it is well known 
that nothing lefs was meditated, than burying 
under the ruins of their inheritances a third of 
the inhabitants of thofe fine countries. The 
coufiant opj)o!ition of the Moderes retarded and 
reprclfcd thofe mafiacres, which w'ere fo atro- 
ciously combined : and when the anjjer of the 
poopb began to be appeafed, when they were 
therafelves overwhelmed with confiernation at 
the ])orrors to wliich tb.ey bad been excited in 
tiie delirium of their frenzy, the Moderes feized 
’.lie moment when new excefifes were about to 
cover us with ftill greater diflionour, and roufed 
the whole republic. The whole of the people 
feconded them, wearied and athamed of fo many 
atrocities, and the 9th of Thermidor took 
place. 

The 9th Thermidor and the 14th July are the 
two days of the revolution, in which the French 
have been perte£fly unanin^ous ; on thofe days 
they appeared in mafs, and tlieir fovereignty w’as 
firiking and decifive. It. is from thefe^ two days 

Q. that 
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that we ought to draw all the refults of the revo- 
lution. 

On the 14th July, the people faid. We will be 
free I the 9th Thermidor, they faid, We will be 
jnjl ! and it is liberty and juftice which ought 
to conduct the revolution to its happy termi- 
nation. 

Thus, if the Moderes have prevented the maf- 
facre of fo many French, who were at leaft im- 
prudent ; if they have had the happinefs to favc 
fo great a number on the 9th of Tlicrmidor, their 
part is not finillied ^ they ought, in the. name ol 
the fcrviccs which they have rendered, in the 
name of humanity continually violated, to favc 
from the fury of the re-actors all fuch men as 
have been led away by e.xtravagant opinions, and 
whofc audacious chiefs arc no more. 

The deliverers of tlic 9th Thermidor will never 

fuffer an inverted confpiracy to confume another 

quarter of France in maflacre.s not lefs execrable; 

they will not fufTcr a new fe6.1: of aflaffins to 
' « 

drive madmen to rcu olt'lhrcugh dcfpair, in order 
to have a pretext for murdering them. 

It is undoubtedly time that the reign of the law 
alone fliould take place. The people have need 
of repofe. Doubt not, agitators of both parties, 
but that the people wifii for repofe, and that 
they will force you to filence. If you entertain 
hatred, lay it down at the feet of your country. 

Your 
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Your relatives, you fay, are dead: ah! how 
many generous citizens are dead in defending 
their country ! Did they put an ineftimable 
price on their blood ? and is it the blood only 
of domeflic victims which fliall be the obje61: of 
every thought and every remembrance ? The 
battle is gained, the vi£lory belongs to the mafs j 
this is all that ought to remain of our violences ; 
every thing clfc is partial, and ought to be for- 
gotten. We ought no longer to be exclaiming, 
“ Woe to fuch a clafs of men ! woe to fuch ano- 
“ ther !” but all feelings ought to be confound- 
ed ; all paffions ought to be abforbed in the only 
and univerfal cry of Five la Repiblique ! 

You who at prefent difturb the peace of the 
republic by your cries of vengeance, remember 
with what fincerity you preferred that falutary 
cry, when the dungeons were opened to you on 
the 9th Therniidor. .You were then all repub- 
licans i and we thought that on that day we had 
truly founded the republic, by recalling you into 
its bofom with fo deep a fentiment of the return 
of its bcneUccnce. Was it you who made this 
9th of Thermidor ? Was it not we who felt 
the need of forgivenefs and love, ■ and who fo 
ardently feized the moment of a return to cle- 
mency ? Do not difappohit hopes founded on a 
pa£l fo facred j wc alk it in the name of the 9th 
of Thermidor. The appeal to that happy day 
ought to be the talifmanic word, w-hich fliould 

dilToIve 
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dijQToIve all hatred i and let it never be pro- 
nounced between men divided by fadlions with- 
out reftoring them to juftice and to peace. I'his 
is what the Modcres have a right to demand 
from their fellow citizens, whom they^iave ferv- 
ed in their refpedlive turns j and this is what 
they will infallibly obtain from every Frenchinan, 
yvhom they have, by fo juft a title, the right of 
calling their brothers and their friends. 

And let it be obferved, that the people take 
part in this reconciliation j that they afk, invite, 
and will it. They know well that they have 
lhared the general madnefs ; they arc like that 
infuriated miftrefs^ who, after having ordered the 
death of a faithlefs lover, cries out to the execu- 
tioner, that he fliould have difobeyed her com- 
mands. They are like Alexander, who, after 
having killed his friend, whofe arrogance had of- 
fended him, returns to his native generofity and 
virtue^ by raanifefting every fign of repentance 
and dcfpair. We ought to pay attention to their 
regrets, and not pufti our refentment to a point 
which is unjuftifable. Liften then, movers of 
both parties, to the voice of the Moderh, and be 
perfuaded that every mind is fatigued with your 
return to hatred and cruelty : that it is time to 
forget, if poflible, your madnefs and your fury : 
and that the day which ought to put an end to 
all thefe exceffes, which it is time to finiflj, is ar- 
rived. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. CCV. 

THE RUSSIAN AT PARIS. 

He walks, runs, and glides every where j he 
is courteous and polite ; he- has no accent by 
which he can be diftinguiflied j he writes every 
evening • what he has heard. I met him, and 
difconcerted him with a Angle word. He ought 
to be well paid, for he believes in his emperor as 
a devout muflulman believes in Mahomet. 

Of all the cabinets of Europe, the cabinet of 
Ruffia is, without contradiction, that which, 
araidft this general tempeft, has fhown moll ad- 
drefs, and gained moft influence. The emprefs 
has manifefted the greateft hatred againft the 
French revolution, and has furniflied the leaft 
contingent in the war provoked by this hatred. 

For fix years paft numerous fleets are fome- 
times to fet fail from Archangel j at other times 
powerful armies are to march from the banks of 
the Dwina ; but nothing of all that takes place ; 
and whilft the effefts of thefe menaces are wait- 
ed for, the very princefs is rounding herfelf 
in Poland, and continues in tranquillity her 
preparations againft Turkey. 


But 
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But if ihe puts a world of economy in the 
effeftual fuccours, which flie never ceafes pro- 
mifing- to her allies, the puts none into the de- 
clarations, manifeftocs, and difpatches, which, 
from the interior of her chancellery, iflue forth 
to feed the flame of war to the fouthern extremi- 
ties of Europe. 

She has juft given a new proof of this double 
policy, in the proclamation of ftxty thoufand 
men ready to march, and who immediately re- 
ceive a counter-order. 

The three quarters and a half of Paris, who 
know nothing more of Ruflia than they do of 
China, are alarmed at this news ; but as every 
thing is tranfient in this great city, they fell into 
another extreme, and confidered RuiTia as not 
making the flighteft weight in the poliiical ba- 
lance. If the Ruffian troops were at the gates 
of Paris, the people would not believe’ it. 

The French emigrants were lately advifed to 
go and conquer Canada ^ but they were not 
told where they ffiould find money and a fleet to 
make this cohqueft. We, who know that you 
can never make an adventurer or a buccaneer of 
an emigrant, we will give them counfel more 
fuitable to their cowardice, their want of cou- 
rage. The emigrants would find neither a king 
nor a, court in Canada j let us rather direct their 
march towards that monarch of the north, who 

has 
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lias the bowels of a father for thofe great e.v/i?r- 
mnatm, who will communicate -to him, in ex- 
change for his good and loyal fervices, the fecret 
of pouncing like an eagle on France, and of 
fwallowing twenty-five millions of refiuhlicam as 
glibly as a rentier fwallow's his foup. . This Be~ 
neclitl, emperor of Ruffia, how^ he careflcs thefe 
gentlemen emigrants ! how anxious he is to 
place them at the head of his armies, and affign 
them the moll eminent places ! 

Philofophic republicans, you think that the 
time of miracles is paft. Aik Conde what has 
juft happened to him at the court of his friend 
, * ^ Emigrants’ of all deferiptions, if there are 
any of you who have efcaped the vigilance of 
Sottin, and the, refearches of prick up your 
cars, and liften. * * *, emperor by trade, had 
given a magnificent dinner to the feigneurs of 
his court, among whom were emigrants of high 
rank, and among thofe monfeigneur the prince of 
Condo. The dinner was extremely gay ; it was 
agreed to banifti politics from the converfation, 
and amufo ihemfelvcs only wdth the pleafures of 
the old court of i'rance. At the defort, Conde 
fuffered a long figh to cfcape him, which, by the 
eiTefl of magnotifm, Nibratod on the. fcntimental 
ftl)res of tiie emperor. “ Monfeigneur,” fays 
^ “ you are regretting the ficfli-pots of Egypt; 

“ is it not true ? 1’he park, the gardens, the ave- 
nucs, the drawing-rooms, the furniture of Chan- 
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“ till/, are' galloping through your head.” Condc 
anfwers by a fecond ligh, which carries compunElion 
into every heart. “ Well,” fays ***, “ I will 
** lead you to Chantilly.” Thefc laft words elec- 
trified every emigrant prefent at the feaft, and 
who with one accord clap their hands on the hills 
of their fwords, crying out — “ Vivat, vivat-allons! 

— ^let us receive the lignal of departure, and in 
** the twinkling of an eye we will pounce on Pa- 
ris, and there we will make quick work with 
“ the two councils; w'e will exterminate the di- 
“ reftory — we — we” — “ Moderate a little this 
“ chevalarefque order; I have not promifed to 
\t?A Monjeigmnr to Paris,” adds * + “ 1 do 

" not mean to go as far (we give him credit for 
that), but to Chantilly. Take your coffee and 
liqueur, and \vc will go to the chateau.” 
Impatient courfers tranfportcd in gilt cars 
the ihonarch and his court to the middle of a 
vaft park,. A magnificent chateau was fecn at 
a diftance through the avenues. A cry of ad- 
miration was heard : “ It is Chantilly ! It is 

“ Chantilly 1” Conde was befide hirafelf ; he 
fees again his old chateau, his Englifh gardens, 
his bowers, his boudoirs, his furniture, his ta- 
pefiry, his piftures. had procured at a vaft 
expence drawings of all thofe objects, and had 
wafted millions for the execution of this fairy- 
work of a new kind. 


This 
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This fable fervcd to amufe Paris for three days, 
and puzzled fome old perfonages who formerly 
wore the livery j I mean that which was then 
worn without difgrace, the fupper-men at the 
prince’s, of which we have a remnant left. It 
was difficult to undeceive them. Ought not the 
emperor of Ruffia, for the noble reception at 
Chantilly of the count and countefs of the North, 
to treat as a comrade Conde lack-land^ and affign 
him fomething refembling a crown. O profound 
diplomacy of the old valets of courts 1 


CHAP. CCVI. 

THIRD PARTY. 

It appears at prefent, that between the royal- 
ifls and th^ terrorifts there is a third party, 
who are no more for one than the other, and 
who would oppofe both with equal intrepidity. 
What is certain alfo is, that it fignifies little to 
the royalifts under what form they appear on the 
feene, provided they ftifle the republic in its 
cradle; from whence we may concluJe, that 
there is not fo great a difTcrcnce between them 
and the terrorifts but that wc may confound 

them 
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them • together, and believe them united by a 
fccret covenant. 

Thofe who look only at tlie out/idc may be- 
lieve in the return of terror, but its t.'ilifinan is 
broken j the only terror we have to fear at pre- 
fent is the cruel, the inevitable vengeance of 
the royalifts, if ever they return conquerors. In 
what oceans of blood would they walli away 
their injuries ! with what perfidious addrefs 
would they fweep away from the whole pf 
France what they call the republican filth ! 
The fatellites of Robefpierre were great vil- 
lains ; they have done us infinite mifehief ! The 
horror with which they have infpiird us is deeply 
rooted; but the royalifts would be an hundred 
times worfc ; they would be more cruel, be- 
caufe they would Hied blood which they defpife, 
whilll the others trembled in ihedding blood 
which they feared ; llicy would be more cruel, 
becaufc, in addition to the common motives of 
party, they would be fpurred on by the irrita- 
tion of implacable pride ; they would be more 
cruel, in fhort, bccanfe tliey would make ufc 
of more legal forms, more appearance of juftice; 
they would remember at the end of thirty years, 
that fucli a one was a republican ; they would 
drefs their dogs to hunt him out, and feize him 
in the depths of caverns, or on the finninit of 
the Pyrenees, 


What 
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What at prefent deceives the good women 
and the burghers of Paris with refpeft to their 
fituation is, that they imagine that the old re- 
gime will return at once with all its fweets; 
fuperfine bread at two fous, a difli of mill^-cofFee 
fix fans, meat at eight fous, Sic. &c. Silly 
folks ! that good time will never return for you, 
though you fl'ould even have a king; you mud 
count on nothing elfe than that tranquillity and 
plenty which will be brought about by repub- 
lican laws. A king would henceforth never ap- 
]>ear amongft you, but cfcortcd by all the f)rmi- 
dable apparatus of war; his guard would be com- 
pofed of ftrangers prejudiced againft you ; his pa- 
laces will be defciKlcd by towers and cannons ; 
your fwcat, your labours, your treafures, and your 
children, will belong to him. Every day you 
will be reminded of your crimes and your fla- 
very by new punifiimenls. Paris, this guilty city, 
will never fee either brilliant lords or fovcrcign 
courts, or an opulent clergy. Its trade of articles 
of confumption will follow the court of the 
prince. , Its hotels and monuments will fall into 
ruins. Its richeft inhabitants will fly an accurfed 
land which will produce nothing but thorns and 
briars. 

This is the fate which attends you, wretches, 
W'ho are calling for a king ; and ye, anarchifts, 
who are anxious to root up the bafes of civil fo- 
ciety and public repofe, only to commit with 

impunity 
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imptinity the crimes which ye hold fo dear! Fly, 
hold ydtir peace ; we are acquainted with your 
logic and your bicetrkal inclinations. Here is the 
iketch of the piflure which was drawn of your 
municipal commune of Paris, and you have not 
changed, any more than that municipality, your 
phyliognomy or charafler. 

In that place were, gathered together the 
moft incoherent ideas that ever diflionoured the 
human brain, and which pafled for a fyftcm of 
democracy worthy of the French people. There 
abjefct manners corrupted language, brutal appe^ 
tites ifluing from the moft impure, the moft bi- 
cetrical peft-houfes, were confidered as figns of 
ardent patriotifm.” 


CHAP. CCVII. 

SAINT FIRMIN'. 

A MONASTERY where almoft all the priefts 
who were confined v^ere inhumanly mafTacred. 
Ilenriot, who had made his firft campaign in the 
rnafiacres of September, did not leave the houfc 
till there were no more murders to be committed. 
When he went out of the gate he was half 

naked. 
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naked, covered with blood, and his fabre in his 
hand. I knew one of thofe unfortunate priefts, 
who, being in the privy, kept himfelf concealed, 
and when called to come down, owed his life to 
thefe words : “lam going down to you, citi- 
“ zens; I am making hade.” The fimplicity of 
this refignation caufed him to be forgotten. 

In' this dumb city there was more than one 
focus of human butchery. Every fenfe jfhrink.s 
with horror. Novcrthclcfs this plan of barbarity, 
this projeft of murder in the prifons, had been 
long preconcerted ; the ycUers of liberty har e 
brought forward again the fame plans j they ne- 
ver bely themfelves. 

Ah i if Charlotte Corday had known how to 
have drawn her dagger in the inidft of the con- 
vention, and not at the houfe of Marat, pofterity 
would decree a ftill more glorious and flourifliing 
palm. When this extraordinary woman w'as led 
to punifliment, her palTage was a triumph. Every 
fenfible or feeling man piflured to himfelf on 
one fide that cnergumene w hofe voice refembled 
nothing but that of a wild bead facrificed for his 
crimes, and on the other that viftorious heroine, 
tranquil without alFeflation, and giving aw'ay her 
life with joy ; fatisfied with the great example, 
the feemed to have a prefentiment of the hidoric 
mufe. 

The bud of the monder difplayed, placed, pa- 
raded every where, w’as foon to fall ; that of 

Charlotte 
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Charlotte Coirday, erected already in every repub- 
lican heart, placed aliove the table where I am 
now writing, will be furrounded with evcrlafling 
rays of glory. Thofe men who embalmed the 
heart of Marat, who depofited it in a fepulchral 
urn, who expofed it to the veneration of his 
faithful followers, who compared him to a god, 
rejoiced internally at his death ; they rejoiced at 
it, becaufe it furnithed them with a pretepce to 
blacken more the true friends of liberty, and 
malfacre them with more facility. Tiie apotheofis 
of Marat ! Is that credible ? efpecially after the 
9th of Thermidor! This was a very friking 
proof that the fanguinocrates had liicir fuccef- 
fors, and that* after killing each other they ftil! 
thirfted for blood. 


CHAP. CCVlll. 

PETE OF 10 THERMIDOR, FOURTH YEAR. 

If the number and fplendor of the carriages, if 
an aflcmblage of moft elegant women, of moft 
mufeadin young men and moft prancing horfes, if 
a crowd of fpe£lators, forming a long proceflioa 
frotiR Paris to the Champ dc Mars, and filling 

the 
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the whole extent of the ilopes aroutfd the field j 
if all that can give the idea of a fdte, though 
without fejiin, the director of that of the 10th 
Thermidor may flatter himfelf in having fuc- 
ceeded. 

Who could have thought, in feeing fo many 
riches lavifllied on carriages and women, and fo 
much gaiety fpread over every countenance, that 
w^e were yet at war with a third of Europe, that 
blood was flowing on the frontiers, and that the 
national treafury was exhaufted ? 

Who would have faid, in beholding that im- 
menfe aflemblage of foldiers, horfes, cabriolets, 
women, jacobins, royalifts, and republicans, all 
touching each other without elbowing, or elbow- 
ing without pufliing each other down, or pufliing 
each other down without killing one another, 
that it was that fame people, drunk with blood 
and carnage, w^ho were murdering each other two 
years fince, and who are perhaps cutting each 
other’s throats at Marfeilles this very moment? 
Light, frivolous, inconfiftent people, but not 
w'icked, even good, when left to themfelves, when 
they are not inftruments of vengeance in the 
hands of fattious men, or the objeft of horrible 
fpeculations! 1 faw them yefterday in their ufual 
habitudes, in their true element. Peace, bread, 
and amufement j this is all they alk, and this 
is what difconcerts all the Numas of the anti- 
chamber, who are anxious at all events to make 

voi,. II. R them 
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them a warlike, jealous, turbulent people, a na- 
tion of Spartans, for ever in war with the world, 
and contenting themfelves at home with rubbing 
their bodies with oil, and eating black broth. 

I obtained perraiffion to go into the middle of 
the Champ de Mars, which was referved for 
the eledt alone, who had or had not cards of en- 
trance, but always efcorted by one or two gene- 
rals, of whom there was plenty, and to whom the 
people on foot would have wnflied for a little 
more addrefs in guiding their horfes, and lefs 
ardour, not to ufe a ftrongcr expreflion, in pufli- 
ing back fuch as had not the honour of belonging 
to them in a greater or lefs degree. 

In general, order was badly kept, either from 
the fault of the chiefs^ or the infolencc of their 
agents. The people, enraged at being always 
driven back, and at being never invitqd to fetes, ex- 
cept to fee them at a diftance, forced the guard, 
and made two or three irruptions to enter into the 
circle. Theraces, however, were not w ortb all this 
brilliant preparation, being as flrabbv as our in- 
experience in this kind of amufement might eafily 
lead us to fuppofe they would be. It was tin. 
fon of a jockey who gained the prize of the horfe- 
race. From the Champ dc Mars I went to the 
Champs Ely fees. Here was another fight, and 
one might almoft add another people, if the dance, 
the fporls, and the fongs, had not equally re- 
minded us of their carelefs levity, and the ami- 
, able 
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Jible frivoloufnefs of their chara£ter.. -But here 
were noue of thofe women thining . in fplendid 
dreflesi \ior Englifli horfes, nor miifcadins with 
money at command j the crowd was made up of 
fimple citizens, the working claffes, the rentier 
tribe, in fhort, the real people; fitting on the grafs, 
eating cherries and cakes, or gaily parading 
around the beautiful circle of garlands, lamps, 
and fireworks, which Ruggieri had juft finifhed 
decorating. 

The illumination was not completed till very 
late 5 it was flow in taking place, but the fpec- 
tators, bufy with their amufements, feemed nei- 
ther weary nor impatient. 

The darknefs of the night, the mildnefs of the 
air, the mixture of the groups, the difpofition of 
the mind, the found of the dance, the magic ap- 
pearance of the trees, all concurred in favouring 
tender converfation, and excited to mirth and 
gaiety. 

It was near eleven when the fire-works were 
let off. Ruggieri’s talents for this kind of pyric 
fpeftacle, of which the Parifians in particular are 
fo fond, arc well-known j the only reproach to 
make him was, that they were too fhort, and 
perhaps alfo that the focus w'as not fufficiently 
elevated. 

The picture of the whole circle oh fire, by 
the burning of the props and garlands ,^hich 
compofed it, was extremely brilliant, but had, 

R 2 like 
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like all other brilliant things in general, too fhort 
ah exiftence. This was a pity, for in obferving 
the looks of the people, which were fixed on this 
objeft a long time after it difappeared, one might 
eafily guefs at the regrets it had left behind. 

When every one was well affured that there 
was nothing more to fee, they thought of going 
home; but a very pleafant circumftance took 
place, which can be explained only by the 
brightnefs of the fire with which every eye had 
been dazzled. Some went to the Bois de Bou- 
logne, in order to get into Paris ; others walked 
down the fide of the river, thinking they had 
taken the road towards the fquare of the Revo- 
lutiwi; every one was wandering about, aiking 
each other the road; every one was in a wrong 
dire£tion. After rubbing their eyes, they began 
to recolledl themfelves, and no other inconveni- 
ence happened. 

We (hall not clofe this article without citing, 
amongft many other proofs which we witneffed of 
the harmony and friendftiip which reigned 
throughout in this nofturnal fete, and which 
feemed to have melted Paris into one fingle 
family, the following trait, which will ngt be dif 
placed in the journal of morals. 

Three or four fparks, fome of thofe whom 
we had ifeen capering at the Champ de Mars, 
anit who kmew how to’ manage a horfe pretty 
nearly a<; much as they knew how to refpe£l a 

woman, 
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woman, were crofling a border of turf ftrewed 
with young girls by the fide of their mothers 
.and little brothers, and a few foldiers who were 
not on duty : the young men were crofling it, 
lolling -on each other’s arms, and tinging inde- 
cent fongs. A foldier ftept up to. them, andin-a 
calm and refpe6>ful tone faid to them, “ Citizens,* 
“ it is not amongft raodeft women and in family 
“ meetings, but at bagnios, that men fing fuch 
‘‘ fongs.” The young men took the hint, and 
made off as faft as they could. 


CHAP. CCIX. 

THE STICK WITH TWO ENDS. 

The royalifis manage this ftick with great dex- 
terity, one end is terminated by a vendean poig- 
nard, and the other by a flioemaker's cutting- 
knife, fharpened by Baheuf or Antondk. Thefe 
fticks were diftributed at the time of the primary 
aflemblies, and it would be very imprudent to 
fhew nothing but contempt at the manoeuvres of 
certain double-faced people, who eftrefs with cRie 
hand and aflaffmate with tlie other j who, in every 

eiifis 
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cfifis have a back-door at which to flip out, and 
who fometimes flatter and fometimes defame the 
prevailing party. 

When you are at war with knaves, tyrants, 
and fools, it is difficult to pafs near them with- 
out a rub} hence thofe different portraits of the 
fame man, according to the drawing-rooms where 
they are fpoken of. The patrons ©f political 
diflblution knew that in default of the arms of 
reafon, falfehood and deceit have more than 
once deluded the Paris cockneys ; they knew 
alfo, that by a conftant and indefatigable impu- 
dence in repeating their calumnies, they fucceed 
on the one hand in infmuating them, on the other 
in forcing .juftifications as tirefome to the publip 
as to him who is the obje£l of them. 

The eve of the 13 th Vendemiaire, indepen- 
dently of ray addreffes, I did every thing to dif- 
fuade the Parilians front marching again ft the 
convention., I faid to them, “ Have you a go- 
“ vernment ready formed, and which is the maf- 
“ ter-wheel of the political machine. You will 
“ have no flour the day after your fine expedition. 

“ Do you wilh to eat the plaftcr of your wails?” 

It was faid in all the feflions of Paris, that 
Mercier, reprefentative of the people, had pub- 
licly declared that the convention would make 
the Parifians eat plafter. My bead was pro.- 
feribed, the. porter of my houfe was gained over, 
an^^hey oply waited. for the fignafto make me 

and 
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and my neighbours the firft victims of the fury' of 
the mob; 1 had combatted defpotifm in. the days 
of its triumph, and I braved death when I faid 
to the fe£lions, that they would be in rebellion 
if they moved a ftep. 


CHAP. CCX. 

PARCHMENT-MONEY. 

J'liE dogma of national fovereignty was con- 
iirmed in a manner comic enough, for there was 
a time when every one thought he had a right 
to coin money. The difappearance of the cafh 
had given currency to a crow'd of fmall notes 
ilTued by obfeure houfes of commerce. Gro- 
cers, colFeo-houfc keepers, wrote their names on 
little bits of parchment, and this was money ! 
This madnefs was puflied to the laft kind of ex- 
travagance. Every man coined his own crown. 

A houfe, called the houfe of aid^ crulhed thofe 
whom it aided by a confiderable bankruptcy, 
ft was amidft the penury of the public treafury, 
and fcarcity of objedfs of the greatel^ neceflity, 
that the queftion refpedting the departmental- 
guard was agitated. Never was fuch a thing 
feen in the political w'orid ; a national conven- 
tion 
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tion aflembled at a moft alarming crifis, and cal- 
led to ward off a total diffolution, had no phyfical 
force whatever, and was expofed to the infults of 
the feflions and the poignards of affaflins. A 
municipality held all the power, and took great 
care not to reftrain the abettors of murder ; it 
Wearied out, thicalcned, nay, cvcii ai tacked all 
the deputies of the departments with iufolence 
and fuccefs. The party of Orleans, uncertain 
ftill at that epocha, ranged themfclves on the 
f de of guilt and impudence, and feparating 
themfclves entirely from the Gironde, made way 
loi the reign of Robefpierre, Louvet, who had 
this laA conftantiv in his eye, framed an aft of ac- 
cufation againd him, which was unhappily re- 
jefted. The minifter Roland was in decided op- 
pohtion to all thofe cruel anarchifis. Pache, 
the mod knavifb of mankind, entered into every 
dark confpiracy, and joined Marat and the Duke 
of Orleans. The demand %v! ich t’lc former made 
the latter of fifteen tiioufand livres after the maf- 
facrcs of September, fays enough. Ah! if the 
expulfion of Philip d’Orleans and his fons had 
taken place, as wifdom, eloquence, and virtue 
had w'ifhed, how many crimes and misfortunes 
would have been fpared France. The firength 
of the Orleans party was in this parchment mo- 
ney, which was diftributed on all fides j, and though 
jt was of Ihoft duration, it became a ferment 
of -popular, agitations, which afterwards took a 
dreadful charafter. 


CHAP 
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CHAP. CCXi. 

HENRIOT. 

The Jacobin party had made a good choice of 
a chief in the perfon of Henriot, who was an im- 
pudent ruffian, aflbciated in all the manoeuvres of 
the ruffian deputies. The hiftory of our difalters 
prefen Is the phyhognomy of this commander-ge- 
neral, nqpied by the revolutionary council of the 
commune, in a point of view as new as it is hor- 
rihic. Servant to an attorney, clerk at the bar- 
riers, cliiet of the military force, we faw him on 
the 2d of June give orders for firing the alarm- 
guns, furround the whole of the convention, and 
very nearly played the cannon on it. It is certain 
that the orders were given : 1 was prefent, and 
faw every hoftile difpofitiou. 

The inhabitants of Paris may be juftified on 
that day ; they marched without knowing where 
they were going, and they were not defirous of 
crufliing the fo/e droit. The commune had taken 
all the authority into their own hands j it was 
they who made the law, and put it into execu- 
tion. „ Galled to arms at the beat of the drum, 
the noife of the tocfirt, and the alarm-guns, the 
Parifians, worthy as yet of liberty, did not yield 

to 
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to the ferocious infinuations of the demagogues. 
During the whole day the convention was fur- 
rounded with thirty thoufand men, ignorant for 
the moft part why they were affeniblcd. The 
convention, .that formidable power which had 
committed fhe inconceivable fault of giving the 
military force to its enemy, was no longer any 
thing but a flender body^, with no means of refift- 
ance left. There is no doubt but if the real citi- 
2 ens of Paris, who w’ere then under arms, had 
been informed of all thefe machiavclian ftrata- 
gems, this day would have terminated in a very 
different manner. I repeat it, Paris ^was not 
guilty on that day ; it had no thirfl for bloofh 
The inhabitants pf this great city were llupificd 
the next day, and could not comprehend how 
they had been made ufe of for the ilcllrudtion of 
the only authority which they had to protect 
them. The mountaineer party turned this great 
movement to their own advantage, and with f(^ 
much addrefs, that I, who knew tliem, cannot 
attribute it to any thing but chance. 1 faw them 
tremble, fhudder, look on themfelves as lofi ; but 
the next day, interpreting the blind infurrection 
of the people in their favour, they marched over 
our heads. 

What an incomprehenfible day ! the fcalc; 
might have defeended on the right fide j and 
w'hat a number of atrocities might it not have 

pre- 
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prevented ! what difgrace might it not have 
fpared the French name, mankind itfelf ! 

Alas ! it was faid that dur courage and intre- 
pidity were overcome on that day, but we did 
not yield without fighting ; and it was only the 
hope of faving afterwards our twenty-two unfor- 
tunate colleagues, which fettered our arms and 
our tongue. I atteft it as a witnefs: we. were 
deceived, amufed, and betrayed ; we had no 
belief in that pxcefs of audacity ; we imagined 
they would open their eyes for their own iutereft. 
The madnefs and ferocity of thp commune com- 
pleted the ruin of every thing. When Chau- 
mette denounced a great a£t of federalifm which 
had taken place in a few feftions, which federa- 
lifm was nothing but proceffions ; when we 
heard the fame Chaumette fay, “ We alfo will 
“ have civic feftivals; we will celebrate the 31ft 
“ of May ; the people fhall be our God ; there 
“ought to be no other j” w*e never imagined 
that the convention would be lulled by fuch ex- 
travagancies, but that it would roufe itfelf to 
crufl) fuch crime and folly. On the contrary, 
Henriot became ‘popular, and was chofen to 
proteft the conftitutitm of Hcrault de Sechelles, 
that of 1793, that code fo ridiculous, fo anar- 
chical, that it is evident that the authors of it 
only wiOied to hold it out as a lure to appeafe 
France, which was riling againftthem andagainft 
fheir horrible condu6f. 

It 
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It was after having made ufe of this impious 
ftratcgem, that the executioners of the nation* 
who had lulled it as well as ourfelves, unchained 
every thing which was moff vile and atrocious 
againft us, againft every one who had any ideas 
of juftice or liberty. 

Love for our country led us not to fend inlo 
the departments our protcfl, which I joined to 
the juftificatory memorial which the ’.nounlaineer 
party could not efface with cither dungeons or 
blood. 


CHAP. CCXIl. 

CONTRACT JOBBERS. 

I F the moft difinterefted man cannot fomctuncs 
help throwing a longing look on the defpicable 
riches of the contra£t:-jobber, let him recollect 
that thefe vile egotifts, thefe criminal defaulters, 
are haftening towards their days of infamy and 
^unilhment j that their names will be known and 
given up to univerfal contempt. How dcteftable 
are thefe confplrators in foreign pay, who are 
plunging us into ignominy, and fucking out out 
blood ; their plans of murder and devaftation are 

lefs 
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lefs abominable than the fchemes of rapine 
plunder of thefe vile agents, inafmuch as the 
mer wore a character of cowardice ajid meannefs 
connected with infamy. The great affaffins will 
be execrated lefs than thefe robbers, the offspring 
of debauchery, who with hypocritical fronts have 
melted away with the fortune of the public that 
of every ptivate individual. Pillage has fomc- 
thing in it more difgraccful than violence. The 
fatal carl is ready, the cords to tic my hands 
be'nind my l ack are prepared, the axe is already 
iui’pended. and is held only by a little fpring. 
Death is the o])eration but of an inftant! but to 
pcrilli l)y tl'iC cold and Irarbaruus calculation of a 
calm fpeeuiaUjr, to fee him ordering my death and 
that cf iTiv feilow-citizcns, to fee him eating the 
cntraiK of the republic! Ko; this vile and info* 
lent man, this fnamclefs contraft-jobber, will be- 
come tlie horror and Ihame of the moft diftant 
pofterity, and juft ice, which fooner or later un- 
flieaths its fv'ord, wili not fuffer fuch a criminal 
to cfcjpe, but will feine him amidft his execra- 
ble fpoilb ; I'c has eonfpired againff the whole ; 
let him regorge, and let him be thus puniflied, 
for that mode of death by which the true repub- 
licans have perifhed is too glorious to weigh 
upon his head. 

I have fubftituted the word contraft-jobber to 
"that of contractor, in order to point out thofe 
contra£tors who are fwindlers, thieves, and fub- 
je^ts liable to puniflirnent. 


CHAP. 
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C^HAP. CCXHL 

TOASTS. 

For fome time paift tJie newfpapers and din- 
ing-rooms re-echo with foafts. No re-union (this 
word in the hew vocabulary means a great din- 
ner) now takes place, without drinking toafts 
to juftice, humanity, to every republic, to the fair 
fex of both hemifpherfes. Is not this gallantry ? 

Toafts are drunk to the conftitution of 1795, 
to the 9th of Thermidor, and .the 14th of July , 
to the armies of Italy, to thofe of Germany, and 
to their commanders. Toafts are drunk alfo to a 
general peace. This cuftom, fervilely copied 
from the Englifli, is adopted alike by the Ja- 
cobins and royalifts j but as toafts multiply, ano- 
ther fort of intoxication takes place bclides that 
of patriotifm. I am forry that we are the apes 
of England in this bufmefs. 1 have feen toafts 
drunk before the images of the twenty-two aflaf- 
finated deputies. Were toafts then neceffary to 
excite at that moment the fenfibility of the 
guefts ? 

The royalifts in thefe feflivals are alw'ays more 
fober than the Jacobins. You may difeover 
thefe by a certain phlegm, by a concentration 

which 
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which no old mountaineer poffeffes. We muft 
own this latter is as undifguifed in his vices as he 
was in his crimes. 

We may eafily conceive how, under the reign 
of Philip AuguUms, a knight might drink and 
intoxicate himfelf with love for victory and for 
his miftrefs i but at a time, and efpccially in a 
country, when we had left thofe libations to free- 
mafons, I have beheld wdth fome pain that 
cuftom adopted of putting the glaffes in a row, of 
railing them up at tlie word of command, and 
loading your flomach ceremonioufly in honour of 
perfons and of things which are far from us, and 
for whom we can feel no fincere afFeftion. 

Have we not fvverved from our chara£fer in 
following this Britith cuftom? I could have 
willied that we had found fomething new, and 
which was more particularly appropriate to the 
genius of the French. Our anceftors pledged, 
which was well enough when looks and hearts 
were in union j but to drink to metaphyfical be- 
ings ! 

The compofttion of all thefe toafts is at prefeni 
a ftudy. The edition is rcview’cd and corre6led ; 
the words and fyllablcs are weighed, and be- 
come a matter of ferious importance, fcarcely 
accordant with the gaiety of the table ; but the 
French will ever do little things ferioufly, and 
will be light and trifling in great things. 


The 
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The inventor of a toaft gets himfelf celebrated 
the next day in every newfpaper, and the moft 
unpardonable plagiarifm would be the attempt- 
ing to tear from another this wreath of glory. 
The guilty plagiary could not be fufficiently con- 
demned. 


CHAP. CCXIV 

QUILL-DRIVERS. 

There is no perfon who has not had to 
complain either of the infolenccj, or ignorance, 
or of the multitude of clerks employed in public 
offices to cut up pens, and obftrnft the progrefs of 
bulinefs. 

Never was the fway of office carried to a more 
exaggerated, more expenfivc, and more tirefomc 
point. Never wwe affairs fo backward, as (ince 
the creation of that army of clerks, who are with 
rcfpect to work what valets are with refpeft to 
fervice. Watch words, regulations, enregifter- 
ings, formalities of every kind, have been mul- 
tiplied with fo much profufion and fo little dif- 
cernment, that a great many people, difgufted 
witli waiting for their penfions, and foliciting 

their 
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tVieir affairs, have taken the refolution of giving 
them up. 

This mo(Je of adminiftering by agencies, com- 
milTions, offices, and clerks, has not only difturbed 
public order, but demoralized adminiftration, by 
overcharging it with a crowd of fools, of igno- 
rant men, of traitors and roysilifts, who have 
taken their hunger for zeal, and their zeal for ta- 
lent ; by giving fcandateustgnd frequent examples 
of rapid and monftrous fortunes falling into the 
hands of ‘.he mod vile, the moft filly, or mofl: per- 
fidious ; by multiplying in the agents of govern- 
iv.v,nt the means of corruption, and the obje£ls of 
cupidity i by opening new iffues to intrigue, to 
cabal, to cunning, to immorality, and to the in- 
famous fpeculations of ftockjobbing and royalifm j 
by ftrewing with new obdacles the avenues of 
iufticc, and the fo much defirablc return of the 
laws; by ftifling the voice of liberty and the 
claims of the unfortunate 3 by introducing into 
fociety a fyftem of efpionnage and denunciation, 
which has fpread diftruft, fervility, and hypocrify; 
by delivering up, in fliort, our finances to a can- 
ker an hundred times more gnawing, more de- 
vouring, than that which precipitated us. into the 
revolution. 

^This quill-mania, which dates from M. Col- 
bert, has rifen within three years to this height. 
Clerks, papers, and details, have abforbtd every 
thing. The clerk, fecretary, or writer to the 

VOL. II. S moft 
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moil obfcure reference, named committee, if- 
furrounded with more piles of papers, is more 
occupied, and more important than formerly the 
minifter of war. The whole is governed by the 
pen, and without appeal ; military, fubfiftence, 
police, interior, diplomacy, commerce, and poli- 
tics. When the firft ftep is taken in affairs of 
this kind, abufes go on multiplying, and detaiLs 
never finilh. Each of thefe details requires the 
attention of one man, becaufe every man requires 
a place. The multiplication of papers and offices 
is endlefs. Referees muft have their clerks, the 
clerks muft have their copiers, the copiers their 
underlings, and that goes on ftill fubdividing. 
Five enlightened and laborious men would have 
done all the bufinefs of the committee of Icgifla- 
tion, which one hundred and feventcen clerks do 
badly. The Marquis de Louvois had two firft 
clerks : we have feen feventy-two chiefs in the 
different war offices, each of which .has under his 
orders twenty-five clerks and four copiers. But 
at leaft thefe clerks were acquainted with their 
trade? — they were not acquainted with the firft 
elements of it ; the greater part do not know how 
to read. You think we exaggerate, but it is Ike 
rally true : faults in orthography, faults in French, 
faults M the fenfe, are the leaft vices in thofe 
young mufeadins lately fo difgufting. In general, 
their writing is fine, and one might fuppofe that 
is the only effay that has been exacted from them, 
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If 

ast a llnefs was formerly the only merit that M. 
de Poyanne looked for in thfe men of his regiment} 
but writing does not fumifti more inftru£tion than 
courage and tallnefs. The carabiniers were 
ruined when men were taken by the fathom j 
the, offices will be ever ineffectual, while in or- 
der to get an entrance it is fufficient to be able 
to write a fair hand. 

Such are the abufes which the government 
propofes to reform. If it has not fooner done it, 
it is becaufc, amidft the wrecks of every kind, 
which the fucceffive fall of the Jacobins and 
the royal ids have left ftrewed around, its firft 
care was to fecure its own footing, the fecond 
will be confecrated to fweeping away from the 
adminiftrations, the agencies, thecommiffions,the 
committees, and all their impurities j and this is 
not the affair of a day, when you have not at 
your orders the waters of the river Alpheus. 
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CHAP. CCXV. 

AEL PARTIES UNMASKED. 

Such is tlie title of a pamphlet of thirty-two 
pages, in which the author, whofe opinions I by 
no means partake, has feized happily enough 
Certain fhadesof the revolution. Here is the man- 
ner in which he paints the principal faflions who 
have a£led a part in this great drama. 

The jacobins. This party, ultimately hewing 
and hewed, is very confiderable i it has two very 
ftrong ties, folly, and prefumption. Perfecution 
has formed it into a corps, and they look on 
themfelves as opprefled. They arc all accufed of 
being criminals, and this is what perpetuates 
them. 

The Feuillants. An hermaphrodite fe^, yield- 
ing by turns to force, fear, and vanity : perfidious 
fervants, powerlefs friends, dangerous enemies, 

popular Societies. Compofed of leaders, and the 
led, who thought themfelves the fovereign, when 
they had the key of every prifon, and had obtain- 
ed impunity for every crime. 

Royalijls. They only bear the name, and en- 
deavour to get .themfelves paid for it. 

The Jeunes Gens have alfo formed a party. The 
pleafures of thefe young men form a fort of co- 
mic 
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mic amufement totally devoid of tafte as well as 
morality. 

. When a revolution does not throw out virtues, 
it is vice that (hoots its buds j and this is the cafe 
with our youth. In cities it has only changed 
the mode of (lavery, and has been degraded by 
the madnefs of the play known by the name of 
jobbing. 

The Mountaineers. There were three clafles of 
them, the dexterous, the ftrorig, and the filly. 
The dexterous were banifiied, the ftrong condemn- 
ed to the fcalfold, the foolilh favcd themfelves in 
fwimming with the ftream. 

The Dantonifts were the opponents of the dex- 
terous, and are not yet deftroyed. 

The Seventy-three ; remainder of more than an 

✓ ^ 

hundred individuals torn from the fenate in the 
idifaftrous days of the 31ft of May and 1ft of June. 
They have regained the viftory. 

The Marjh. Middling kind of people, who 
hated the mountaineers from their averfion for 
crime, rather than tafte for virtue. They fpoke 
of principles without knowing what they meant; 
they would have become Dantonifts to have overr 
turned Robefpierre. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. CCXVI. 

HEBERTISTS. 

The name of confpirators againft liberty, 
of which Hebert, fo notorious under the bor- 
rowed name of 1‘ere Duchefne, was the chief, 
and whofe confpiracy made fliipwreck againft the 
guillotine, with which he threatened the heft 
citizens. The name of this wretch will be re- 
membered on account of his deteftable journal, 
entitled the Pere Duchefne, which abounded in the 
loweft and moft vulgar obfcenity, and which was 
publicly and conftahtly approved by the Moun- 
tain. 

He was the fofter-brotber of Chaumette, who 
was a monk, a cabin-boy, a naturalift, and procu- 
reur of the commune. It was he who infpircd 
Danton with the idea of propofing the law for the 
releafe of all prifoners for debt, and the abolition 
of arrefts, which lill then had been the pra£lice ; 
this has always been a precaution with makers 
of revolutions. 

This fubaltern monfter poflefled no other cou- 
rage than that of affaflinating at eafe, in his 
■hideous journal ; of cutting off defencelefs heads, 
and never expofing his own. 


When 
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When the fe£lions of Paris came frankly to alk 
tlie convention what means it had of faving 
France, Hebert compiled the addrefs ; Barrere’s 
anfwer betrayed the terror of thofe who wanted 
to terrify all Europe. 

As he went to punifhment, he was covered 
with the hifles and infults of the people, who 
faluted him with — Where are thy furnaces 
“ now ?” alluding to the vignette of his abomi- 
nable journal, in which he called for the deftruc- 
tion of thonfands of beads, which at that time 
was being a republican. 

This old adventurer, receiver of the checks 
at a theatre, gave occafion, when he was arrefted, 
and the popular focieties moved in his favour, 
for that celebrated anfwer of Ifnard, in which he 
toTd the banditti, “ If it ever happens that any 
“ attempt be made on the national reprcfenta- 
“ tion, I declare to you that the whole of France 
“ will take exemplary vengeance for fuch a crime, 
‘‘ and the traveller will w'^ander on the banks of 
“ the Seine, enquiring where Paris once flood.*’ 
It is impoffible to deferibe the rage with which 
thefe words infpired the Jacobins and the mother 
fociety. One w'ould have thought that their hall 
had been burnt ; they roared at it every day, 
or rather their confciences, affrighted at this ter- 
rible prediclion, faw national juflice already feiz- 
ing them under their popular mafk, and deli- 
vering them over to the vengeance of the law. 

The 
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The, anarcljifts are overwhelmed with grier 
when we remind them of thefe thundering 
words. After having made a god of Marat, 
they, wanted to deify Hebert and Chaumette, 
that monkiih hog; whofe trade was blood. It 
was at Paris that all thefe perfonages fwarmed, 
allured by the windfalls of a revolution. 

The proje6t of the chiefs of the commune was 
to difcJofe, to annihilate the convention, in order 
to ufurp the whole of its power. Robefpierre 
and Marat fell on the fame day. 

1 had this confeffion from the Spaniard 
Gufman. We called him Toefinos, in allufion to 
the toefin of the 31ft of May, which he had cauf- 
ed to be rung. He often told me, in the inter- 
change of confidence, that the infurre6lion, of 
which he was one of fhe promoters, was direfled 
againft the whole of the national yeprefentation, 
of which projeft I gave immediate information 
to my colleagues, who were prifoners with me. 
It was clear to us that the mountaineers, not lefs 
blind than ferocious, had never known the immi- 
nent danger which they had themfelves incurred 
on thofe terrible days j they had thirfted for the 
blood of the feventy-three, while it was us who by 
our generous and firm proteft had given the firft 
ftroke to the Swifs Pache, the Auftrian Proby, 
and the Brabanters Pereira and Dubuiffon, Marat 
the Neufchatelois, and the ex-capuchin Chabot, 
all foreigners. 


The 
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The moft monftrous part of this machination 
was, that this traitorous municipality, in diffolv- 
ing and ftriking at the faithful reprefentatives of 
the people, wanted this diffolution to be made 
by the convention itfelf. 

The fame men who guarded all the avenues 
leading to the place of our fittings, who infulted 
us, who laid their hands on our perfons, fo that 
many thought that their coats had been tom, 
who pointed their mufquets at us when feme 
of us went to the windows to examine what was 
paflSng, were the fame who came and iiifulted 
us in our dungeons, fpoke to us with infolence, 
refufed us the moft common neceffaries of life, 
and mingled the moft taunting irony with their 
crimes. And when I recollefit the acclamation 
of the tribunes ; Henriot, with his hat on his 
head and infolence on his brow, crying out that 
the fovereign people were aroufed, and that he 
was come to didtate their laws j and that Hebert, 
his fecond and imitator, obtained in the end the 
fame and as great a number of fatellites; oh, 
if I had had the misfortune to have entertained 
any demagogical ideas, I ftiould have difiniffed 
them at this hideous reprefentation, for I have 
retained for a long time in my memory the phy- 
fiognomies of all thefe wretches,, whiph corre- 
. iponded fo exadlJy with thofe of Couthon and 
Hobefpierre. 


Hebert 
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Hebert imagined that he inherited the fecret 
of ranging a whole convention under the yoke 
of a few oppreflbrs, of lifting the decemviral axe 
on his own account, and of punifliing a gefrure, 
a figh, a word, with death. Kc had created alfo 
his magical expreffions, and had his ftreet-por- 
ters, his revolutionary females, his harpies, and 
his petitioners, in the tribunes. In fhort, he was 
about to give a finifhed picture of the moft per- 
fect ^archy, if other demagogues had not beheld 
in him a rival whom it was neceflary to get rid 
of, by fending him to punifliment. 

The coloffal power of the commune did not, 
however, continue to increafe lefs progreflivcly 
till the day of the 9th of Thermidor. 

Marat, from the immenfe popularity which his 
fanguinary journal had acquired him, was the fa- 
ther of all the horrors which followed his horrible 
reign. O government ! be ftrong in order to be 
jufl , becaufe in being juft thou art not fure of being 
ftrong ' 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. CCXVII. 

DANGEROUS CARRIOLETS. 

Since the people are fovereign, and call theui- 
felves fo, it is very inconceivable that they fuffcr 
thcmfelves to be cruflied as under the old regime. 
The people do not complain too much of the ra- 
pidity of carriages, of their danger, and the fre- 
quency of accidents. When any one is wounded, 
they pick him up, and place him in the common 
hand-barrows of the fe6lion and w'bat has juftly 
aftoniflied rne is, that I have never heard either 
imprecations or malediftions againft the impru- 
dent or brutal driver. 

The bureau-central has publiihed regulations 
fan£lioned by the 'central adminiftration, which 
forbid th,e drivers of horfes and coaches to go 
fafter than a fliort trot in the flrccts of Paris. 

This prudent order is fo far from being put 
into execution, that it is entirely unknown, and 
of courfe does not hinder numerous accidents 
from taking place, occafioned by the rapid courfe 
of certain equipages, which feem really to make 
a jell of the lives and members of the unfortu- 
nate foot-paffengers, Hill more than in pad 
times. 


The 



268 JIEW PICTURE OP FARIS. 

•The day even of the fete of the fovereignty of 
the people, a citizen perilhed under the wheels of 
th(B cabriolet of a ftockjobber, who was going to 
different exchiinge-brokers to ranfack the poor 
rentiers, thpfe even who made him the depp- 
fitary of their bons of two-thirds and three- 
fourths. They melt away like butter in a Hove, 
while the ftockjobber eats their omelettes aux 
fines herbes. 

After having torn up the pavement for five 
or fix hours, they go and get themfelves indi- 
geftions. When the famine, organized by Ro- 
bert Lindet, and perfected by Boiffy d’Anglas, 
paraded its ghaftjy form in Paris, they only 
fared more fumptuoufly. The ancients had their 
vomhormm, our rich moderns make ufe of it as 
they did, and the apothecaries begin again their 
funftions, no longer for -canons dying with hun- 
ger, but for the ftockjobbers, heirs of their un- 
conquerable appetite. 

Tjhe involuntary refpeft, therefore, which the 
people in general have for riches, in fpite of all 
the epithets laviffied on ariftocracy, leads them 
to look without anger on the rapid circulation 
of the carriages, of which they are fo often the 
viftims i but the idea that the return of opu- ‘ 
lence will revive what the Parilian calls com- 
merce, and wliich is gain only for himfelf, renders 
him, and will always render him, indifferent to 
misfortunes, loft in the crowd and torrent of the 

population. 
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population. The magiftrates even would be more 
fevere againft infra£lions of the laws of caprice> 
of minute regulations, than againft the homicide 
mounted in a feat, holding the whip in his hand, 
driving fiery courfers harneffed to the car of a 
proftitute. Opulence ! opulence ! drive thy horfes 
at thy pleafure, run thy wheels, and fhow thy 
indifference for broken arms and legs! Thou 
reigneft without.a rival, and without decay, and 
without interval, over the fovereign people. 

Of all the obfervations which I have made, this 
is perhaps one of the moft important; it is at 
leaft that which makes me reflefl: moft on the in- 
explicability of the Parifian people. 


CHAP. CCXVIIL 

PLAIN OF SABLONS. 

Heretofore the two laft kings of France re- 
viewed every year in this plain, burnt up with 
the rays of the fun, the regiments of the French 
and Swifs guards, and this was the extent of their 
warlike exploits. Thefe kings of France, in their 
quality of colonel, did not deign to draw their 
fword ; they waved their handkerchief, and all 
the puppets moved at that fignal of the Sardana- 
palus. 


At 
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At pfcfent, a fairy has touched with her 
wand that barren plain j the palace of Armida 
is ralfed on the lJ>ot, while the buildings have 
the kir of enchantment. 1 he tafte for amufemeht 
is fd prevalent, that it has rendered every mind 
inventive, and it is on this almoll uhiverfal tafte 
that a crowd of people fpeculate. Every day is 
a day of f^te, and every advertifement is fo at- 
tractive, that the fick make exertions to leave 
home and run to the ball. 

Oh that fpot are planted groves, where lately 
therb was nothing? but fand, and not the fem- 
blance of a flirub j a pavilion, which you would 
imagine raifed by a magical power, which fpar- 
k!es with the fineft illuminations, ftill empty, 
but no-t lefs illuminated, and waiting the ama- 
teurs of the dance^ or thofe who wifli for a nearer 
view of the graces of thofe beauties of which 
they had had only a tranfient glance. 

Brilliant equipage* flow in frdm all quarters, 
for they are as plenty now as under the old re- 
gime, and all filled with pretty women, fome of 
whom are remarkable for the elegance of their 
drefs, and others for its little refpeft for decency. 
Some nymphs, difmounting from their whifkies, 
are careful to difplay the fine forms of their bo- 
foms, while old dowagers, who are no longer in 
pofteflion of this kind of beauty, cry out fliame, 
and their juniors of fifty join chorus. But thefe 
tranfient rumours, continually ftifled by the accla- 
mations 
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mations of the multitude, make no impreffion on 
thofe who are the ohjefts ; indifferent as ftatiies, 
furrounded by admirers, they feem to hear no- 
thing that paffes around them. What a fingukr 
book might be made on the fafhions ! and why 
do our charming French women, who have fo 
much taftc, bend fometinies fubmiffive under An- 
gularities which affmiilate them to favageS; thofe 
deviations arc, however, of (hort duration ; the 
graceful and decent' tafte is refuming its inevit- 
able empire. 

As foon as day falls, fires alighted at cer- 
tain diftances prcfeiit a moft brilliant coup d’cfcil., 
Fvery grove becomes refplendent, day-light re- 
turns more foft and chaftened, different coloured 
glaffes wear the femblance of topazes, emeralds, 
and fapphires of prodigious fize, and look in 
perfpedtive like the throne of the Grand Mogul 
in all its radiant magnificence. Large mirrors re- 
fleft this enchanting feene. 

All at once the faltpetre thunders, and excites 
a lively commotion through the whole affembly •, 
you lift your eyes and behold rockets, fiery 
flieafs, bombs fplitting into millions Of ftars, aero- 
ftats mounting with goddeffes of the mythology, 
floating majeftically in the air, and then fwiftly 
defeending on the grafs, where the Idugh of the 
fj^eftators takes place of the admiration which 
they felt for them while foaring. 


Infim- 
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Jnftruroents of raufic, fometunes difcordanl 
enough, mingle with thefe agreeable detonations, 
for women are pkafed with the fmell of powder; ' 
it gives them a diilant idea of war, and in a calm 
place, where they receive no other wounds than 
thofe of the arrows of love, fometimes jealous, 
fometimes traitorous, and fometimes defperate j 
pains of the heart a thoufand times preferable for 
them to languor and liftleffnefs. 

What a city is Paris, and what a diverfity of 
enjoyments it offers ! Twenty theatres, concerts, 
balls, women of every complexion, Vaudevilles 
full of wit, romances tranflated from the Englifli, 
the phantafmagony, the poetry of the hotel Teluf- 
fon, Lyceums without number, and a national in- 
ftitute. 

The hotels of princes, of great feigneurs, and 
of men the moft opulent, are open to you with 
all their luxury, their furniture, their glaffes, their 
Englilhgardensj and there you find mufic, dances, 
illuminations, fire-works, plentiful tables, and ice 
fruits 5 you throw yourfelf foftly down on the rich 
fopha of an emigrant j you admire yourfelf in the 
large pier-glaffesof the Dutchefs of Bourbon; and 
all thefe enjoyments cOft you half a crown. 

Oh ! you who live at four or five hundred 
leagues diftance willcome and vifit this great city ; 
you will come from the four corners of the world; 
your defpots will be unable to reftrain you ; you 
will make your efcape; you will comeamongll us, 

• ' and 
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and we teach you to laugh a little at all thefe 
frowned heads, en attendant that ^ou learn to, 
treat them as they deferve, and you Ihall be made 
acquainted with the full extent of this new and 
pleafant fignification, a good equivoque, which 
we ufe in our common converfation, a neat two- 
edged fword,%hich figures in the mouths of our 
public Stentors, and which has fometimes been 
of wonderful fervice to us. 


CHAP. CCXIX. 

INDECENT SPECTACLE. 

The garden of the Tuilleries has given a juil 
celebrity to the name of Lenotre; its majeftic 
appearance, beautiful diftribution, its alleys, ter- 
races, its various points of view, have rendered 
it a magnificent place, and every day adds to its 
embellifliments and decorations. There is no- 
thing left to defire with refpefl to fuperb vafes, 
and fine copies of the mafter-pieces of antiquity, 
which at prefent omamei^t this wonderful gar- 
den; bht why cannot, the eye. fix itfelf alike on 
all thefe works, of art , 

There is a fex whofc modcfty we ought to 
refpeft, if we are delirous of finding them worthy 
VOL. II. T of 
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of oar efteem, and are jealous of our own happi. 

nefs) there is an eye to which we cannot ex- 
pofe without danger all the iecret and viable 
beauties of the human body^ and what good 
does it <io to excite immature paffions ? 

Is our republic that of Sybaris ? and why are 
all thefe gods of the mythology thete naked, and 
in the bloom of life, inftead of Cato, Socrates, Ci- 
cero, or the ftatues of Archimedes and Hippo- 
crates B 

There is not a day paffes that we do not repeat, 

“ That is immorali” and if there be a llatue with 
forms more pronounced, mufcles more fwelling, 
that llatue is crefled in the place of the moll pub- 
lic refort. Is it not a complete contradi£lk)n to 
fee on the one lide the office for jmblic morality y and 
on the other that inclination of the artills, feeming 
to invite our women, rivals of Grecian beauty, to 
venture foon to expofe themfelves like the ftatues, 
and the men as Hercules and Apollo. 

Where then is that gravity of manners, that 
decency, that promife of regeneration, that re- 
publican dignity ? If Jibertinifm exift, why fur- 
nilh it with fo good an excufe? Minerva by 
the fide of Silence in a grove, would fay more 
than the group of C^or and Pollux ; but a Me- 
leager without a covering has expelled th« author 
of Emiliu% Floraj whofe robe fo decent veils 
her challe attraflions, the Faun 'who plays on 
the flute, and whofe founds we think we hear j 

fuch 
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fuch are the llatues on which the eye can repofe 
in the moft inviting garden of Paris,^but others 
lleem in a confpiracy ugainft good morals. 

It is the clothing of Chrift in the Transfigui-ation 
of Raphael^ which forms the dignity of this fub* 
lime pi£iure ; take it off, and the picture becomes 
profane. 

It is not the work of republican genius which 
has ftrewed the foil of this magnificent ' garden 
with the feeds of corruption j it was becaufe the 
eyes of the Romans were familiarized with ob- 
fcene ftatuesf with the Ganymede of Jupiter, the 
Swan of Leda ; they did not fcruple to chifel the 
adultery of Mars and Venus in their feftival 
cups. 

I recolleft with pleafure what was called the 

round of the Luxemburgh j the innocent dances 

made up of children of both fexes, under the eyes 

of their parents, looked like a family meeting ; 

there every thing was lively, animated, fmiling, 

and chafte: there were no other ftatues than thofe 
* 

of nature, whofe rofes covered the bofom. Pure 
as the flowers which married themfelves urider 
their eyes, the young girls did not fufpeft that 
one day they would have their hymen as well as 
the flowers. 

But the arts, the fne arts, I hear every one 
exclaiming around me. Modefty, however, turns 
away, or cafts down its eyes, and finds thefe fine 
arts ugly in feveral of thofe immoral mailer-pieces. 

T2 Why 



'276 jTNEW PICTURE OP PARIS. 

Why (hould hot a very lively fentiment be alfo 
a profound reafoning? and ivhat anfwer (hall we 
return to the powerful though tacit reproach or 
that mother who forbids herfelf the walk, and even 
palTage, through the garden ? Have we no longer 
any modell women ? 

1 will not fay with Dupaty, morals and ftatues 
are two things incompatible ; but I will fay, Let 
us never forget that every people has its mo- 
defty, and that modefty, befides being the fafe- 
guard of certain principles, is moreover the grace 
of love. 

Is it not in favour of modefiy that night draws 
its curtain, that the fpring dreflTes the trees and 
(hrubs with foliage? and is it not under their 
myfterious fliade that ,the birds themfelves drefi 
the nuptial bed ? 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. CCXX. 

ANNIVERSARY OF THE 21ST OF JaNUARY- 

This anniverfary is founded on a law highly 
politic, and is become a republican and immortal 
feftival. 

Mieux vaut gougeat dtbout, qu’ empcreur enterrf. 

This line contains a great deal of good fenfe. 
Fontenelle faid, “ I am the friend of printed 
“ books, but I make war on manufcripts.” Thus 
when the work is done, when the ftatue is melt- 
ed, when the axe is fallen, it is no longer what is 
done that we ought to cenfure j the paft is no 
longer in our power ; we have- to look only at the 
prefent and the future. 

In politics efpecially yefterday is a corpfe. 
From this anniverfary it refults, that it is not a 
man, but a government, which we have dellroy- 
ed } if we had not killed it, it would have killed 
us. 

Every public funQionary takes an oath on that 
day of hatred to royalty. I have taken it, and 
if it were not in my heart it would not have paf- 
fed my lips. 

On the 21ft of January 1796, fourth year of 
the republic, the fdte which was to be celebrated 
in commemoration of the juft puniihment of the 

tyrant. 
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tyrant, began by difcharges of artillery, and at 
eight in the morning drums and trumpets inform- 
ed the moii indolent that the fete and their duty 
called them to the Champ de Mars. 

At noon all the conftituted authorities of Paris 
were aiTembled around a great llatue feated like 
that of liberty, but which, from its forms and its 
attributes, feemed rather to reprefent Hercules, 
or ftrength. 

The Dire£tory prefided in full drefs, and the 
patriotic airs of the Marjeillois, Ca iroy of Veil- 
Ions cu faint de V empire y le Chant du depart y &c. 
were fung. At two the oath was taken at 
the found of a numerous difcharge of artillery, 
and repeated by a crowd of republicans full of 
enthufiafm, and ready to flied their blood in de- 
fence of their works. 

It was a long time fince we had had a re- 
publican ftte : this was celebrated with pomp, 
welcomed with tranfport, and terminated without 
any accident, in fpite of the fad prefentiments 
of fome, and the peremptory prophecies of 
others. 

What are we to think of this fete? that it is 
in the political order of things we fhould avoid 
the example of the Englilh. 

We may be reconciled with people, but it is not 
when we have cut oflF their heads. 

Every defpot on the earth felt on the nape of 
his neck the ftroke of the guillotine, which 

feparated 



NEW PICTURE OF PARIS. 279 

feparated the head of Louis the XVIth from 
his body j they will therefpre be the eternal ene- 
mies of the French republic j they will dilTem- 
ble for a long time ; they will make treaties, bu^ 
they will not the lefs endeavour to avenge their 
caufe in that of the decapitated king. Jt is be- 
cai.fe time cannot efface this terrible example, 
that they will ftrive to deftroy the nation which 
has dared to give it to the univerfe. This 
nation ought then to brave all defpots together, 
when they fliall have the infolence to aflt us 
an account of the blood of a perfon perjured; 
it ought to celebrate the anniverfary of the 21ft 
of January, and threaten to reduce to powder 
the neighbouring thrones, fooner than give the 
flightefl hint of fear or repentance. 

1 did all I could to fave the laft king from the 
punirtnnent of death ; he is no more ; his aflies 
are infenfible; and if it was neceffary, I would 
dance po/iiically over his grave. 

If a od deal of courage wps neceffary in 
certain deputies not to vote his death, mucl) 
more was neceffary to vote for his refpite, and this 
is what I did alfo. 1 remember that our vote 
was received with menaces and hiflings. Yes, 
it is impoffible to defcribe the agitation, even to 
madnefs, of this long and convulfive fitting. 
The members who ventured to raanifeft their 
delire of delaying the death of the king were 
overwhelmed ^ith inveflives. The deputies of 

the 
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the Gironde employed the greateft firmnefs in 
this painful ftruggle. JThuriot and Barrere fpoke 
as if they trembled that Louis fhould efcape hii 
executioners. 

In ihis manner a throne of eight hundred years 
was overturned, and dyed in blood, and yet its 
duration is certainly the thing the moll aftonilhr 

ing. , 

It is for hiflory to fay why the greater part 
of the crowned heads, at the time of the king’s 
trial, .did not throw fome obftacle in the w ay 
of his death, and to obferve moreover, bow 
prefumptuous it is that one among them might 
have participated in it by indire6l means j and 
thefe hypocritical courts affeSi to throw the 
mod t^ious colours over a fete, which the 
fafety and dignity of a great nation imperioufly 
command. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. CCXXI. 

FILLS STUCK OK THE WALLS. 

That uninterrupted feries of white, red, rofe-' 
colour, yellow, green, blue, and grey placards, all 
newly ftruck with the ftamp, is an indication at 
firft of the power of the law. 1 behold them af- 
terwards as load-ftones attrafling the paflenger, 
fixing them before the walls, fo as to make them 
forget the rolling of the carriages ; and they faf- 
ten their eyes on them, as much to regulate their 
ideas as to quicken their memory, and learn 
wifdom and experience frotHuhe various docu- 
ments laid before them. 

If you look for the vehicle of public inftruc- 
tion, you will find it in thofe bills; the great point 
would be to write them well, that is, to make 
them the vehicle of what is good. 

In revolutionary tcrapefts thefe bills fupply 
the place of the alarm-bell, aflemble the fa£l;ions 
tumultuoufly together, make the governors trem- 
ble behind their fatellites, inflame paflions, and 
put a hot iron in the hand of every bill-writer. 

Bills formerly gave no other information to the 
public than that of the fale of houfes, with their 
appendages and appurtenances ; or the deceafe 

of 
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of feme fat cardinal, with the number of bottJe» 
of old wine in his cellars, that of his rings, and 
other apoftolical jewels j or the failing of fonK 
fliip for the Eaft Indies. At prefent thefe bills 
form a courfe of moral philolbphy, of politics, and 
literatures precepts on the art of governing men 
are found by the fide of the golden promifco of the 
calhiers of tontines, and the rules of legiflation 
are ftudied between the advertifemeni of wonder- 
ful tricks of flight of hand and the fpecificsof the 
mountebank. 

This is an inftru£live, permanent, and conti- 
nually renewed library, which wants no clerks 
either to hold the book on the defk or turn over 
the leaf. It is an oftenfible colleftion of all a£ts, 
proje£Is, and fugitive or Angular conceptions of 
men. It is a mulj^ but eloquent advert ifement 
at the end of every ftreet, which fpeaks to you 
of your health, of your fortune, of your pleafures, 
of your approaching journies j and which daily 
entertains you with objefts of natural hiftory, 
diplomacy, finance, and the kitchen. In the 
twinkling of an eye you become the tenant of 
the ftudies and labours of every arlift, mechanic, 
or paftry cook. A Ample and fliort analyfis puts 
you in the way of judging from the famplc of the 
mailers of every fcience. 

Dainty feeders, joyous fellows with rubicund 
nofes, pafs all thefe fcientific advertifements ; 
but they well know where they can drink their 

fill 
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fill of BourdeauXy Champagne, and the rare li- 
queur of the iflands. Thirty-two bills of theatres 
‘■aiways near each other, and always in rivalry, tell 
us that the people thSmfelves form a new kind of 
clergy, which affiduoufly ferve the numerous tem- 
ples of Parilian idlenefs, and prove that our play- 
houfes make up for the fpacious circus of the Ro- 
mans ; for we love cakes and amufements quite 
as much as thofe ancient mailers of the world. At 
Rome, however, the blind played neither tragedy 
nor comedy ; they did not print handbills. At 
Rome, thofe who were born deaf and dumb did 
not fpenk with their fingers. At Rome, Cajfar 
dilated to four at a time j a mere trifle : at Paris 
zxxmprovijateur advertifes, that he diflates ten let- 
ters at a time to ten different perfons, on as many 
fubje6ls as lhall be propofed to him, in five dif- 
ferent languages, French, Latin, Englilh, Spanilh, 
and Italian ; and that all lhall be finilhed at the 
fame time. 

The reftaurateurs and tiaiteurs, lately keepers 
of cooks-fliops, and all models of fcientific 
knowledge, outbid each other in promifes and 
fenfual experiments : in every quarter they offer 
you their table and their talents; the glutton 
compares and meditates. The young glutton of 
another kind, unable to refill the firft rebellion of 
the pafiSons, and who has been Hung by the per- 
fidious ferpent of pleafure under the bed of rofes, 
is warned not to give himfelf up to defpair : he 

may 
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may chufe his Efcuiapius, be reftored again tc 
life, become more wife, and turn away his eyes 
anoiher time from the brilliant tinder of a boi/F- 
geois ball. 

You may even be informed, and you may read 
it without fpe^acles, that this devouring cancer 
is yielding to the efforts of art ; and that this ra- 
pacious vulture, which preys indiftinifly on wives 
and virgins, may, without the knife, be attacked 
and extirpated in its birth. As for ruptures, the 
elaftic bandages weary your eyes. 

Who is that bill-fticker, mounted on a fhort 
ladder? What is there to come from beneath 
the pafte of his thick brufli, with which he is 
feummering fo rapidly the fuffering wall ? Pro- 
fpeSlus of journals ! The titles are all droll and 
lingular ; all are anxious to reform our political 
ideas, to teach us the true Hate of things, as well 
as the method to cure the evils of empires. 

« plus on en tue, et plus ii s’en prefente.” Voltaire. 

Oh ! what a privilege it is to be enabled every 
day to judge of men, empires, and events ; to 
diftribute praife or blame to generals, writers, 
and legiflators ! How proud we are to warn pof- 
terity of what it ought to think, for fear it lliould 
be deceived ! How glorious is it to erefl: our 
fpeaking tribunes two feet above a bourn ! An- 
tiquity never knew any thing about hand-bills ! 

Poor 
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Poor antiquity ! our defcendants will be ftill much 
better taught. 

The placard covers, colours, and clothes Paris 
at this moment, and we may call it Paris adver~ 
tijevy to diftinguifti it, by its moft apparent drefs, 
from the other cities of the world. 

Thefe numberlefs papers, of every form and 
colour, teach foreigners that there is no town 
where there are fo- many people who read, fo 
many people who write, fo many people who 
print, fo many people who invent, fo many peo- 
ple who fpeculate, fo many people who trade, fo 
many people who proje£t, and fo many w'ho never 
execute. 

riie itamp-tax, which reaches the ftrayed pug 
or the roving canary bird, as well as the modeft 
advertifement of the teacher cf Latin, and that of 
more ferious concern, the pawnbrokers, jioes not 
hinder a pillar, a corner of a door, not the leaft 
furface, from being covered with a great or little 
placard, broad or narrow j and this ingenious 
tax, which ought to have taken place much 
fooner, promifes to become produ&ive, Indire£f 
taxes, fo often reje£led by the economifts, are the 
wifeft means of reviving our republic. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP, ccxxii. 

GUTOT's UlCTIOHARY. 

The ftudy of our humberlefs laws, is a ftudy 
truly afflifting ; we feel ourfelves Idling the re- 
fpeift we ought to feel for the word /«w, when 
we add the word laws j wfe have then the idea 
only of an immenfe ocean, in which the mind; 
attention, and memory make fliipwreck. 

In our regeneration it was neceffary to be 
quick in building j when large holes are made 
the void becomes very perceptible, and neceflity 
compelled us to fill it up in a precipitate manner. 
The political body is a perfeft refemblance of a 
lick body overwhelmed with remedies. To 
thofe laws, created in times of ignorance, often 
without any connexion or harmony, fometimes 
inefficacious, often ill executed, are joined ours, 
imperfeft in their compilation, ftill uncertain ; in 
fliort, too new to agree with our former notions. 

If we have broken the yoke of roMims and en- 
travfs^ we have not hefitated in giving ourfelves 
new ones. 

Nothing is more formidable than this fuper- 
fi^tiou oj(^ the laws ; and nothing perhaps is a 
gfifeater proof of the legillative mania, of the 

haughty 
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haughty confidence of theory, than this code, 
which is become thicker in a few years than all 
'Ihe other codes ia the world. 

Who does not ftart back with difmay on fee- 
ing this voluminous mafs ? However great the 
neceffity, the moft intrepid citizen cannot help 
lofing courage, when he wants to confult on the 
one hand every thing which he has to know for 
the regulation of his civil condufi, and, on tho 
other, invefligate the formidable difficulties which 
furround him on every fide, if he be willing to 
conciliate doftrines fo diverging. 

There are no queftions which do not offer par- 
ticular embarraffments, refulting from that chaos 
of ancient laws which have not been abrogated j 
and of more than twenty-five thoufand new ones. 
What an inextricable labyrinth! who will give 
Us the clue fit to guide us through this immenfe 
Daedalus. 

An antient judge of the tribunal of revifion, 
the C. Guyot, has undertaken this tafkw He has 
juft analyfed not only the laws, but the fenfe of 
the laws*} he has reduced to palpable forms 
thofe laws ftuck round with contradictions, and 
has cleared them away j .his ftile is concife ; he 
has introduced us, in fliort, into a regular edifice, 
and we lhall walk no longer in darknefs. 

All the decifions, which can excite our intereft 
• or our curiofity, are claffed after the alphabetical 

mode, 
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mode, the niode which answers bed tQ OUf daily 
tvantSj as wtII as our natoaJ impatience. 

There is no part either of civil or criminal jS- 
rifprudcnce which has not Jbecn bandied j and 
the cuftoms and ufages have been more examined 
during' five years/ than durmg the fpace of 
twenty ages. 

If the philofopher fighs over the thoufand 
perplexing formula with which we have ham- 
pered ourfelves, the author of this Di£tionaire 
raifonni des Lois clears avvay the rubbifli j with 
a ftrong mind, tinctured with the principles of 
liberty, and at the feme time concife and regu- 
lar, he points out errors and amendments on 
every fide, which will not fail to deftroy that 
pedantry of regulations, which has fo much ob- 
feured the valuable \|vorks of the revolution. 
‘His refpe£tful complaints will teach wifdom to 
new legiflators j they will fecond their courage, 
mature at |eaft the end of a revolution, which 
was undertaken only to give to human dignity 
the greateft latitude of liberty. 

You will find in Guyot’s difdonaryj a medi- 
tation of the whole tyftem of }urifprudence j a 
plan in which he introduces all the ideas of our 
kgillative aflerpblies j ofttimes found realbning. 
fometimes the energy of a firm and daring 
mind ; views of reform j and thofe precious qua- 
lities. are not ’ disfigured by the dry pedantry of 

erudition. 
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erudition, by a continual abufe of citations, by a 
;wearifome and wandering prolixity, by the dif- 
.gufting flile of the profeflibn. 

More than one reader, who begins to feel 
difguft at the lludy of our jurifprudehce, who 
trembles at the details, will take up the work 
of which I am fpeakingj he will meet in it 
inftru 61 ion without drynefs ; he will not find it 
tedious ; he will give himfelf up to a fcience 
made to intereft him ; he will be fond, in fliort, 
of this good book, which is more than elemen- 
tary, and which bcfides is not voluminous. 
Thofe who are invefted with any portion of 
public authority ought to confult it in pre- 
ference; but other citizens may alfo read this 
dictionary, and they will efteem the author for 
it. What more glorious recompcnce can crown 
To ufeful a work ' 
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CHAP. CCXXUI. 

GOWKS, ATTIRE. 

Th e pretty women and the goddefles of the 
day continue to fweep the muddy fireets of the 
capital with their flowing and tranfparent robes. 

The ferene Iky of Greece, the mild and equal 
temperature of its climate, the cleannefs of the 
ftreets of its opulent cities, juftified the form and 
the wearing of Athenian gowns ; but in Paris, a 
city of mud and fmoke, in the winter efpecially, 
fuch gowns muft appear ridiculous to people of 
fenfe. 

The fafliionable ladies begin to difdain the 
fhawl, with which, in their turn, our plebeian 
ftrollers decorate themfelves. It is laid afide for 
a doll’s boddice, narrow and pinched, and fliotvs 
a thape lately invifible. 

Not a petite maitrefle, not a grifettc, who 
does not decorate herfelf on a Sunday with an 
Athenian muflin gown, and who does not draw 
up the pendant folds on her right arm, in '©Her 
to drop into the form of fome antique, or at leaft 
equal Fe/m aux belles feJJ'es. 

The men wear a fquarc coat of an immea- 
fureable length, folded c>vcr the knees ; the 
z breeches 
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breeches cover the calves of the legs j the flioes 
^are ftuck on to the point of the foot, and are 
thih as pafteboard ; the head repofes on a cravat 
as on a cuQiion, in form of a wafli-hand bafon ; 
with others it ferves as a grave for their chins. 

The hair is either ftivering, or divided on the 
forehead, the hanging lides float behind the ears. 
No longer ruffles and chitterlings j the rage for 
linen fine as cambric is univerfal. A golden pin, 
in form of a flar or a butterfly, difplays the fine- 
nefs and whitenefs of the fliirt. 

Equipped in this fort, the beau ftruts like a 
Hercules j a knotted ftick in his hand, and fpec~ 
*acles on his nofe. 

We have loft all right of laughing at our 
grandfathers’ long-fkirted coats, with long fac- 
ings : the great facks of our great-grandmothers 
have, with great reafon, the merit of antiquity 
above thofe of their great-grand-daughters, 
pinched up like puppets of the natural fize of 
the polichinelloes in the fliops. 

You find them ftill, in all their frefhnefs, in 
the old-clothes Ihops at the Halle ; precious de- 
pofits, which offer to the thinking man, and to 
wife children, true models of fimplicity, wifdom, 
"■‘d domeftic economy. 

Ah ! what feeling man can behold them 
without breathing a figh, without thinking on 
ih.c hunger which expofes them to fale, when 
U 2 they 
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they ought to have been the reward or portion 
of a good and weJJ-educated daughter. 

We admire at the Bois dc Bologne the 
haughty and majeftic beauty of our modern Ca- 
lypfos and Eucharifes j we are in dxtafies at the 
fight of their zones, their wigs, their open robes, 
which difcover a leg of exquifite grace; we juftify 
the luxury, or rather the dillipation of their drefs. 
But is there one of thefe refplendent beauties 
who has founded a bed in an hofpital for the 
fick and indigent man ? 

They are occupied by more important pro- 
jcdis ; their boudoir is in want of a marble 
Cupid ! 

In the morning they ftudy the Journal dcs. 
Dames, and the fkelches of the fafhions ; difeufs 
with their hair-drefler on the efficacy of the w’a- 
tcr of pleafure, the profpettus of which, diftri- 
bulcd at the Palais Egalite, informs the readers, 
that it has the property of hindering hufbands 
from becoming faithlefs to their wives while they 
are lying-in. 

. To fee thofe incroyables and merveilkujes in their 
droll accoutrements, any one would afk if the 
toilette of an Adonis is longer than that of a 
nymph: the lofs of time one would iuppoilKjyHS- 
the fame on both fides. The incroyables perfume 
themfclves like the women, and, like them, they 
have as many rofes to tie, and as many knots to 
make. 


The 
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The toilette of their courfers is ftill longer 
^than their own. IJow often does the horfe of 
that Amazon ftrike his foot on the ground with 
impatience under the fciffars of the groom. 

After thefc flngularities, there are others 
which are not lefs piquant ; I mean the ftreet- 
fingers. Thefe chorifters have attained a certain 
degree of perfection : they frequent the Faydeau 
concert, and form themfclves after the belt mo- 
dels. That man in particular, at the wheat 
quay, the Orpheus of the Limoufins, after fun- 
fet, carols already in the ftyle of Garat, and his 
enchanted auditors repeat his delicious warblings 
in piano. 

The porters of the Halle are not quite fo deli- 
cate ; it is true that their fongs are in the down- 
right ftile of republican liberty j they exprefs 
alike the word and the thi|g, to the great fatis- 
fa£tion of the boys and girls who liften to them. 
The auditory of that region have ears like their 
windpipe. 

While the fiddler fets the teeth on edge wdth a 
violin with three firings, his female plays on 
another. The blind men of the Quinze-vingts 
have no longer the privilege of thrumming the 
fiddiej and fliaking our brains with the military 
drum ; their gains are {hared by other blind la- 
bourers. Thofe famous fiddlers, whofe walking 
orchefira followed the car of Reafon in the glo- 
rious days of Robefpierro, afl tragedies and co- 
medies 
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medics at prcfent. This difficult operation is as 
eafy of belief as the motion of a blind man, who,, 
pretended at the tribune of the Jacobins, that . 
he faw clearer into finance than the whole of the 
Icgiflative body. 


CkAP. CCXXIV. 

DEMOLITION OF CHURCHES. 

The churches are tumbling down on all fidcs ; 
in a few years we fliall no longer know where 
the churches of the- Cordeliers, of the Jacobins, 
of the Auguftins, of Jhe Carmelites, of the Ber- 
nardines, of St. Cj^ortune, of St. john-en- 
Greve, and of St. Germain-le-vieux, once flood, 

St. Jacques le Boucherie, whofe origin is lofl 
in the night of time, and whofe tower rifing to 
the clouds has conflantly defied the thunderbolt, 
and has been fpared, is falling at this moment 
under the ftroke of the pickaxe. This church 
will cod much more to demolilh, than it cofkto- 
build. 

On an epitaph faftened to one of its pillars 
we read, that a workman gained nineteen fous 
nine deniers for nine days labour. The plaflcr 
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eoft a fous the fack, and the mark of filver was 
then only fcven or eight livres. In turning over 
the leaves of the parifli regifter, we find the names 
of very extraordinary pariihioners ; fuch as Guil- 
laume-haufle-cull, Perette Gaudete. Two chan- 
ters were named, one, John Carmen, the other, 
John Flageolet. 

Thofe Gothic temples, under the vaults of 
which the fpiders peaceably wove their heredi- 
tary webs, will no longer refound with the timid 
hymn of the infant chorifters, nor the meafured 
fong of the cloifiercd females. AVe fliall no lon- 
ger hear their pfalmody, in the fong of fongs, 
with a gentle and delicate voice, the tender 

verfe, Vcni, niea coluniba ; columba mea, vcni. 

♦ 

And that folitary bell, whofe jirolongcd found 
was diftinguiflicd through the whole of Paris 
during the filence of the night, will no longer 
call to matins thofe celebrj^tcd monks, who, from 
a fpirit of penitence, made the fcas tributary to 
their tables, converfed only with their bottles, 
cut toothpicks, ferenaded their birds, framed vir- 
gins in wax, and died at the age of eighty, their 
cells full of ratifial and confedlionary. 

The women’s monafteries, the feraglios of the 
grand vifitors, arc changed into grocery warc- 
houfes and rural balls; the triumphant loves 
hover over the ruins of thofe dormitories, where 
fo many tears of love have been ufclefsly Ihed, 

and 
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and where youth, fccluded by fu perdition, wi- 
thered away like the rofe thrown on the cold 
' and murky ground. 


CHAP. CCXXV. 

ARREST OF BABCEUF AND DROUET. 

Here we are, once more efcaped from a new 
confpiracy, which wmuld have fecured the tri- 
umph of the.inoll hideous fyftem of plunder, and 
which in a few hours, in a day at .mod, would 
have exemplified all the horrors, all the crimes 
of the revolutionary regime. 

But mud we be for ever fubjefled to thefe re- 
volutionary tempeds, and is our political exid- 
ence to be as infecure as the phyfical fituation 
of the inhabitants of the torrid zone, where a 
few calm days are fucceedcd by the thicked 
darknefs, broken only by the lightning’s dreadful 
flafh. 

The fa£lions, which raged, during the loivgjef- 
fibn of the national convention, feemed to have 
found a term in the birth of our new govern- 
ment. It wras imagined that, a condajit calm was 

at 
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at length about to fucceed fuch a feries of ?op- 
vulfions, and that none in future would dare to 
attempt the deftruflion of the^ people, in the 
people’s naine : they had been fo often deceived 
by their falfe and faithlefs friends, that it feemed 
they were no longer to be the dupes of the fame 
lies, or the fame impudence. 

We heretofore thought that great talents was 
neceflary to difturb ftatesi and that great villains 
were even endovv'cd with a fort of fuperior mind : 
our revolution has proved to us, that this opinion 
was not always true. We have feen men who 
were abfolutely nothing, and whofe exiftence we 
were ignorant of the day preceding, appear in 
the feene j men, the very outcaft of fociety, but 
whofe ephemeral exiftence has caufed more dif> 
afters than the long career of Caefar and Crom- 
well ever occafioned to their refpedlivc coun- 
tries. 

But is it to the habit of political convulOons, 
or to a melancholy apathy, that we ought to at- 
tribute the little fenfation which thofe later plots 
of the violent and crafty enemies of the repub- 
lic have excited ; or fhall we impute it to that 
frivoloufnefs, to that levity, which has made us 
gird'e over every event, which dried up the, next 
day the tears of the paft evening, and which 
permitted us lately to fing on the banks qf a 
wide riveh of blood, and dance by the glare of 
ftnieral torches. 


Thofe 
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Thofe ferocious men, adepts in revolutionary 
crimes, counted a good deal on this indifference, 
on this forgetfulnefs of the part, on that fatal in- 
dulgence which fcreened fo many criminals. It 
was the hope of impunity which emboldened fo 
many men, who miftook impudence for great- 
nefs i they made a parade of a fort of political 
depravity, and of that daily affaffination of laws 
and civil order, which is the moft dreadful of all 
fcourges both for nations as well as individuals. 

The clear perception of the pa/f is the con- 
ception of the future ; there are no more limits 
for him who has overleaped every limit ; the pro- 
flitute never bluflies but once ; the drinker of 
blood fliudders only at the firft crime ; the con- 
fpirators, fince the 10th of March, are, and al- 
ways will be, the fame. September, in fliort, has 
given birth to all the crimes wdiich have follow- 
ed the dreadful filence of the laws. 

Figure to, yourfelf a traveller ingulphed in a 
ravine of the Appennines, and who finds himfelf 
compelled to meet the attack of a ferocious ani- 
mal, a wild bear j he cannot combat, conquer, 
and kill him, without affuming fomething of his 
ferocity. 

It is for hiftory to fay why Babceuf was pu- 
nilhed, and the gates of the prifon opened to 
Drouet, 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. CCXXVI. 

SHOPS, SMALL SHOPS, STALLS. 

What is raoft in evidence in the city is to fee 
the quays, the bridges, the crofs-ways, the public 
places, the corners of the ftreets, and ftreets the 
whole oi'* their length, obftru£led by moveable 
ftalls ; barracks, even warehoufes of grocery and 
cutlery, firetching out to the middle of the pave- 
ment. The parapets of the quays are covered 
with books ; there are more bookfellers than cake- 
lellers; there muft be a prodigious number of 
readers, for you fee Halls of books every where j 
there are bookfellers’ fliops in hand- barrows, who 
make off when it rains, and return in fine wea- 
ther. They have difcovered the fecret of putting 
the greateft number of fhops in the finajleft 
place poffible. They- have dug under the 
walls, and fome ftreets of Paris are like a bee- 
hive, in w'hich that problem of geometry is refolved 
by a mercantile mechanifm. 

Qn whatever fide you turn your fteps you fee 
the permanent fair of France, where traders are 
niched in the fmalleft hole poffible. You fee 
lufty capenters, who with brawny arm are bufy in 
mounting fcaffolding, placing props, and fuf- 
pending w’hole houfes on crofs beams. ,,,, 

Here 



300 NE^V PICTURE OF PARIS- 

m 

Here you find workmen, who, climbing up on 
fliort ladders, demoli/h, cut, pierce through ftone 
w'ork of four feet thicknefs, to change llables into 
counting-houfes. The mafulipatan, the madras, 
the lhawl, difplay their glowdng colours at the 
place where the prancing nag champed his hay 
from beneath the rack ftaves ; and the Ihed of 
the groom is become the milliner’s boudoir j the 
fmell of the dung yet remains. 

I have taken a {hop, and begun trade, is what 
all thefe fellers of every thing and doers of no- 
thing tell you ; this, however, finds work for the 
fmith, who is every day inventing fure locks ; 
the joiner, who makes window-frames in the mo- 
dern gothic, in order to throw the light more 
delicately on the fluffs ; the painter, in Ihort, who 
varies his arabefque according to the caprice of 
his employers- The {hops are refplendent with 
light, and the fmalleft have their funs and their 
argands. 

The orthography of the modern figns no lon- 
ger fear the cenfure of the purift, while the let- 
ters of the names prefent ftrokes, the elegance 
and boldnefs of which deferve the attention of 
fworn writers : this is a viiible' amelioration. 

But a great number of thefb fliops, fo brillTant 
on the outfide, have nothing but fafilitipus riches 
within. Thofe boxes, ranged with fo much 
fliow. in their cafes,> contain nothing pretty ge- 
nerally but hay j neverthelefs, every one wifhes to 
' ■ appear 
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appear a confidcrable dealer, and the fuccefs'of 
the fale depends more or Icfs on the dexterity of 
•the fiiopman who is the decorator. This, is the 
mode. A handkerchief Ikilfully difplayed makes 
a dozen in the glaffes oppofite ; and, thanks to 
their magic, more than one fliopkccpqr poffefles a 
double warehoufe. Befides, it is a truth too well 
known, that of thirty fliops of frelh date there arc 
fcarcely ten which fupport themfelves with any 
diftinflion. 

Failures follow quickly, and before the fiiop* 
tax is paid the (hop is let to another Iradcfman, 
w'ho boafts already of this title, which he will not 
keep for a long time. Blunders, intronftanej", and 
falfe calculation, are the charaflcriftics of a multi- 
tude of heads which are to be met with only 
at Paris. 

Ycfierday four argand lamps, illuminated with 
all their fplendour the lineft fliop in the quarter ; 
to-day a linglc candle with its timid light l)c- 
trays the ruin of the maftcr. Ah ! if it were 
known by how many facrifices fuch a woman 
purchafes the glory of exhibiting hcrfclf in a 
wig behind the counter, above which her name 
Ihines in letters of gold, how many people would 
be cured of the fatal itch of making themfelves 
tradefmen! for how many individuals imagine 
they can, without ftriking a ftroke, tranfaft the 
commerce of both the Indies, becaufe they have 
fren the brilliant warehoufes of the Palais Royal. 

Imitation 
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Imitation exercifes an incredible empire over 
multitude of weak minds. 

What, particularly ftrikes the fight are the gold-' 
fmiths, who, acrofs their fquares, difplay riches in 
which talle predominates over value. This frail 
rampart is conftantlyrefpeSed by the pickpocket 
and the thief : it has fcarcely ever been known 
that a fquare has been broken.. 

Such is the cupidity of the tradefman, that he 
fees nothing in Paris but his fliop and^iis getting 
forward j it is the centre of commerce: he makes 
a ridiculous abufe of this word, which he has ne- 
ver comprehended. 

Bankruptcies mull nccefiarily be very frequent 
in a city where the number of traders furpafles, 
if we may ufe the exprefilon, the number of buy- 
ers, whom the extreme fcarcity of money, and 
the taxes incurred by the enormous expences of 
the war, forbid not only all fupcrlluous expences, 
but even thofe of the tlridleft neceffity. 

Befides, the too great concurrence between 
the great and little tradefmen tends only to drive 
away induftry, which cannot be a long titne fuf- 
pended without being loft and annihilated. The 
deftruQion of companies has engendered this nu- 
merous race of little tradefmen, who have neither 
probity, honour, nor confcience, and who, having 
paid the patent, imagine they have acquired a 
right to fwindle. Sooner or later this legion of 
miferable retailers will repent of having renounc- 
ed 
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ed their former calling ; for is it in the order 
of things that a barber iliould become a wine- 
merchant, a coachman ‘ a cofFeehoufe-keeper, a 
lackey a goldfmith, a clerk a grocer, a kettle- 
mender a bookfeller, and a porter an uphollferer. 


CHAP. CCXXVIL 

PATRIOTIC FOURTH. 

A KIND of contribution, to which the national 
aiTembly invited every citizen, in order to fuccour 
the wants of the ftate, ruined by the depreda- 
tions of the court. 

An old warrior, who had received no reward 
from the prince for whom he had ftied his blood, 
poor but proud. Jived retired in the country with- 
out regretting the leg he had loft ; when they came 
to afk him, in virtue of the decree, the new qiurr- 
ter voted, “ It is in vain to afk me,” fays he, “ for 
my quarter, a cannon-ball took it from me m 
“ Kloftcrcam.” 


CHAP 
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CHAP. CCXXVIII. 

NEW CARRIAGES. 

These have not, under the republican regime, 
the heavy air of the carriages of the hrrt: prefident 
of the parliament, the melancholy rumbling of 
that of the keeper of the feals, the amplitude of 
thofe of old dowagers of the blood royal ; thefe 
diminutives of the coaches in the time of Henry 
the Fourth have given place to the lighter ber- 
lin, the fuperb defobligeant, to the motionlefs 
dormeufe, to the rapid phaeton, the eafy w’hilky, 
and the cabriolet folo with its jingling bells. 

The carriages are cut fquarc, and mounted 
high ; their rolling is eafy j the feat of the coach- 
man is a large anddong canopy with rich fringe j 
he is perched fo high, that you might call him a 
telegraph ; the pannels of the carriages are or- 
namented with flips and knobs of metal j there 
are neither arms nor cyphers ; a fmooth varnifli 
gives them all an air of refemblance. The coach- 
man, from his height, is more matter of his 
horfes, but if it was not his duty to be con- 
ttantly attentive, he might obferve every thing 
that pafles in the entreflbls. The chariots of 
the happy of the day are Ample, elegant, with- 
out 
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out gilding, light as the clouds borne away by 
^the wind, made to follow the flight of the fwal- 
lovf, or carry off the prize in the Olympic games j 
they fly like lightning, and this is the reafon 
why the foot-paflengers appear to the eyes of the 
drivers nothing but .ftraws or ftones. 

This extreme quicknefs leaves no interval be- 
tween the exchange and the money-jobber’s ho- 
tel. It is in fuch carriages, alas! too fpeedy, in 
which thofe terrible proconfuls, who left after 
them in every department the fmell of human 
blood, which they flied in torrents, travexfed 
France in every diredtion, and at the fame time 
not a Angle avenging hand was to be found in 
any great, or in any crofs road. 

If, at leall, thefe carriages had had tlie heavi- 
nefs of that of Louis the XVIth, w’hen through 
the perfldious counfels of his ncareft- relations, 
and of the traitor Bouille, he fled from Paris 
on tire night of the 2lft of JupCj .1791, to go 
to Montmedi, ,a ftrong place, ^here he was 
to head the nobility, and make himfelf chief of 
a party againft his people, the evil would nbt 
have operated with fo much fuccefs, and above 
all with fo much celerity; , 

Loufe the X V^'Ith willicd to travel fall:, but wdth 
as little inconvenience as if in his elbow-chair at 
home ; .his q^iage, of quite a new' conftrudfion, 
wa&almoft the chateau of the Tuillcries in mini- 
ature ; there was ^ravyin^-room,: fleeping-room, 
,voL, II. 'X ■ ward- 
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wardrobe, dining-room, kitchen; nothing was 
wanting but the chapel, and the orcheftra of mu- 
ticians. 

It is faid that the whole family fhook their 
fides with laughter, when they faw themfolves in 
the open country, at the idea hovv the Parifians 
would be thunderftruck. They did not forefee 
that this heavy trundle was about to be cruflied 
imder its own weight ; that the time which 
would be loft in repairing it would put them 
again into the hands of the crafty La Fayette, 
who led them back ignominioully to Paris along 
an hedge of fix hundred thoufand men under 
arms. 


<2HAP. CCXXIX. 

PHILANCLOCHES. 

Droll name given to all thofe little devo- 
tees, who were for ever exclaiming at the tribune 
that we ought to give back the bells ta all the 
fayers of mafs, in order to revive procefi'ions, pil- 
grimages, fraternities, the penitents of every co- 
lour, and all the phalanxes of fuperftition. 

Papifm is like a fugar-mill, if it feizcs the tip 
of your finger your whole' body muft pafs. 


Who 
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Who does not now perceive, that in the de- 
jftruftion of fo many fliameful prejudices, and in 
. the* reform of fo much abfurd belief, if you grant 
a fingle point to the enemy of the human under- 
ftanding, of the dignity of man, the found of the 
bells would introduce the auto-da-fe ? 


CHAP. CCXXX. 

THE MARRIAGE- ADVERTISER. 

It is the name of an office, and the title ol 
a journal, the frontispiece of which offers us an 
half agreeable image, and which promifes a little 
more than the L/ar, the Bat, or the Penny-pojl. 
This is the newfpaper of an able and difcreet ne- 
gotiator, who without fliame, and with the ap- 
probation of the laws, tranfafts affairs of the 
heart. 

With his afliftance, the man dumb from timi- 
dity, or who, after having confulted his looking-^ 
glafs, finds himfelf no longer either young or 
handfome, fpeaks, courts without being feen, 
and does not (hew himfelt^ except by reverbera • 
tion,'till the denouement. This office has at its 
orders even a poet, who makes madrigals and 

X 2 aero- 
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acroftics at a fixed price ; and it Is fcarcely to be 
imagined bow that fomctinics cafes- the pur- 
chafes. 

The man or woman who propefes docs not fail 
to put the fair fide foreinofij that is to fiiy, their 
fortune, their clear revenue in lands and houfes, 
the produce of their actual iituation, and, above 
all, tlieir future expefiations. 

In order to at trafcf general attention to the 
adverlifement, they glide in a few very foft words, 
certain phrafes ready prepared, fvvect, honeyitli, 
which do the ofuce of a pocket looking-glafs, and 
wlilcli ’nelp to divine the figure, the fliapc, the 
proportion of the body, the complexion, the con- 
ftitution, all in a favourable point of view. 

To tliefe firft hints of invitation is joined a 
little note of agreeable accomplifiimcnts, fuch avS 
finging, the forte piano, the clarinet, the harp j 
but with rcf[ic£t to economy, modefty in drefs, 
or the tafte for domeflic duties, not a word is 
faid ; apparently that is underflood. The go- 
betweens are very polite kind of pcojile ; you 
enter their offices as you would thofe of a no- 
tary ; the rent-roll is verified in a twinkling ; 
fometimes even the parties have not feen each 
other when the preliminaries of the contrafl arc 
formed j for it is to “lie remarked, that the de- 
mands of each on their fide ftipulatc the recipro- 
cal equality of fortunes as an effential claufe of 
the contratl j they count alfo for a good deal the 
: hope 
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hope of inheritance, but ready money is the pre- 
jionderating reafon for the coiiclufion. 

Tlie demands of widows of twenty-five years 
old, without children, who will) to join in fecond* 
nuptials with widowers of tliirty-fix and forty, 
likewife without children, are very numerous. 
All our writers of little comedies, which, as is 
known, never terminate but in a marriage, arc 
invited to repair to this office, where they will 
find denouements ready made, and as preci})itate 
alfo as thofe which they invent. In thefe forts of 
negotiations it is not love, it is the ftrong box, 
which becomes the third ])arty ; and the ftrong 
box ofttimes arranges things much bv’tter than 
love. 

This, then, is a fubfeription quite open for 
marriage, which is no longer a facrament, l)ut a 
knot almoft as cafy to break as to form, and in 
which many people engage under the laitli of a 
prof})Cctus. It is not faid that there are more 
complaints at this mode of contract than lor that 
Vvhich admits of trials, flames, and lighs. The 
parties accuftom themfelves to believe what has 
been fo long faid, that marriage is a lottery, 'fhe 
ancient Amazons of Thennodon burnt their 
breaft, in order to draw the bow w'itb more fa- 
cility. As for the Parilian w’omen, they deftroy 
the infide of their bofoms by drinking too intem- 
pcrately of wine, even brandy and Itrong liijuors, 
fo that almoft all fpeedily make aw'ay with them- 

felvcs. 
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felves. An uncivil candidate, having made a 
more particular enquiry on this fubjeft than the^ 
fpace would permit, the clerks would not'en- 
regifter this unfeeraly note. The defire or wifli 
is often malked in fpeaking of m bon point. 

Every one may well fSppofe that in all thefe 

demands mind enters for nothing. Who is the 

foo! that would have a wife who was a great wit ? 

Who is the woman who afks for anv other mental 

■/ 

qualification in her hufband, than that of amufing 
her ? What has the conjugal bed to do with 
genius? The people who have too much un- 
derftanding are nice and difficult ; as they fee 
better than others the defeats of every thing, 
they are but feldom fatisfied, and the fpirit that 
animates them makes them expfefs their fenti- 
inents in a quick and fometimes ironical man- 
ner, at which the pride of others is difagreeably 
humbled. On the otherfide, thofe of limited un- 
derftandings, but w'ho are blind enough to think 
themfelves fuperior geniufes, are ftill more infup- 
portable; they imagine that they can repair 
their infufficicncy by a cauftic and imperious 
air, which puts every one out of patience, be- 
caufe it is accompanied with no kind of judg- 
ment. W hat is then to be done ? Go to the 
marriage advertifing-office, and ‘draw at the lot- 
tery. 

The pendant to this office Ihould be that 
where a woman might learn to regain the heart 

of 
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of her hufband ; but as this office would be. a de- 
fart, it is not worth while to write the frontif- 
pi(?te. 


CHAP. CCXXXI, 

FEU-DE-FILE — FILE-FIRING. 

When it happened that it was Robefpierre’s 
will that none of the prifoners who were to ap- 
pear at the bar of the revolutionary tribunal 
ihould efcape death, Fouquier-Tinville made the 
jury underftand that fuch were the orders of Ro- 
befpierre, by crying out to them, as they turned 
to deliberate on their verdifl:, Feu-de-Jile, and 
the jury underftood very well the meaning of that 
word. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP, ccxxxir. 

BIZARRERIE. 

Although royalty has its agents, its emif-, 
faries, its blind or fanatical partizans in every 
quarter, there are many lingular events and un- 
meaning fayings, w^hich we muft place to the ac- 
count of contradiflion or btzarrerie. In 1783, 
whenever the Englilli were mentioned in com- 
pany, thefe two ironical verfes were cited ; 

Oh barbares Anglois, dont Ics cruels couteaux 

Coupeot le tfite aux lois, el la queue aux chevaux. 

Thefe verfes were found very witty, and every 
body laughed. About that time a bad tragedy 
of Laharpe’s was a£led, entitled Jeanne de Na- 
ples, in w hich were thefe two verfes : 

Quand un maitre aux fujets prfferit des attentats, 

On prefentc la tiitc, et Ton iie obeit pas. 

How Larive murdered thefe fine verfes,” ex- 
claimed a marquis, turning on his heel in a gilt 
drawing-room, “ he ought to have faid, 

^uand un roi des fujets preferit les attentats 

On lui coupe la t^te, et I’on n’en parole pas.” 


I have 
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1 have twenty times heard thefe verfes cited 
with a fort of reflective gaiety, and it is now in 
ihcfc very drawing-rooms that they are eternally 
lamenting, from ion, a cataflrophe brought about 
by all the winds w'hich have blown from the 
four corners of Europe. Every allulioii againli 
royal power was feizcd with eagernefs at the 
theatres, and thofe very comedians, who now 
a6t tVic royalifl, endeavoured to excite and give 
birth to thofe applaufes. 

No force was.ufed to drag the Parifians to 
their fettious of Marat, and the bonnet-rouge, in 
the midft of the Brutufes and the Camufes of 
thofe times, who performed at their eafe the parts 
of the Demofthencs and the Cicero’s ■, at half 
pad fix double ropes w’ould not have held the 
Parifians in their fliops, while now w'e are forced 
TO make laws which fend them, and almofl: to 
compel thefe idle and indifferent citizens to go 
and vote in their primary aflemblies. They fay 
they are afraid of a chair being thrown at them, 
and declare that they arc too genteel to meddle 
in the election of the magillrates of the people. 
Yet this is not merely the right, but the duty 
of every citizen ; and this duty is fo little felt at 
the time I write, that it is aimoft turned into ridi- 
cule. Such is the bizarrerie of the human mind, 
or rather that fpirit of contradiftion which op- 
pofes every thing either from hebetude or the 
with of appearing to obey only its qjvn caprice. 
It w’ould be difficult enough to explain what ex- 
cites 
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cites and what fuddenly cools the zeal of the peo- 
ple. At one epocha it rifes againft kings, at 
another it regrets them} it is now proud of exert- 
ing its rights of fovereignty, and now the frrft 
to turn them into ridicule. All thefe rapid and 
contradiftory lhades of charafter will render the 
pen of the hiftorian undecided. There are with- 
out doubt determining caufes, but effefts fo op- 
pofite are difficult to explain. Formerly at Athens 
the gates of the city were fliut, and the only 
ftreets left free were thofe which led to the pri- 
mary affemblics This was well done ; the Athe- 
nians did not confider this law as derogatory to 
their liberty. It was to them no reftraint, but 
a light impulfibn, which determined their will 
without thwarting it. They laughed at their 
own indolence, and while they laughed executed 
the law. 

Amongfl thofe who have the right of voting, 
there arc fcarcely a tenth who condefeend to give 
themfelves the trouble. How can we explain 
this indifference in perfpns, who from morning 
till night talk of nothing but public affairs i 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. CCXXXIII. 

DRAWINGS OF LE BRUN. 

What moft attra£ts the crowd in the magni- 
ficent gallery of the Louvre, what moft fixes the 
eye and the attention of every beholder, are the 
fingular Iketches of Le Brun, who has connefted 
the phyfiognomy of certain men and animals. 
It leads the mind to reflexion, to c'omparc the 
principal features of the phyfiognomy of men, 
whom we have feen or known, where we find a 
(lighter or more ftriking refemblance to thofe of 
animals. However diftant this refemblance, it is 
often fufficient to recall the ideas of cunning and 
ftupidity, of mildnefs or ferocity, excited by cer- 
tain countenances. 

. Some, after this examination, glide flily to- 
wards the great mirrors at the bottom of the gal- 
lery, to verify their faces in the glafs, and obferve 
whether they are moft like the Indian cock or 
the eagle, the dromedary or the lion, the mon- 
key or the hog ; but the fcience of phyfiognomy 
can never be learnt by comparifons or rules, we 
muft lay afidc in fome fort the vifible traces. The 
ftudy of phyfiognomy is not a fcience, but an in- 
ftinfl ; we muft feel, not guefs, ^nd be born 

phyfiog- 



SI6 NEW PICTITRE OF PARIS. 

phyliognoniifts. You will not arrive at the 
knowledge of the chara£ler of man by the fci- 
ence of aftronomy or ofteology; your eye muft 
pierce into the mindj folly and cruelty fome- 
times aflume an open countenance, while wit and 
goodnefs are ofttimes found in a Socralic head. 

Never ftudy portraits, particularly of great 
perfonagesj they are always falfe or fi£titious; 
they difplay only one view of the countenance, 
and even that is changed. An infinite number 
of portraits have been taken of Voltaire ; all are 
alike, and yet there is not one in my opinion 
which refenables him. He belonged a good deal 
to the family of the great monkey ; but he had a 
fparkling eye, which diminifhed his general call 
of uglincfs. 

What, we call figure, face, features, change, 
but phyfiognomy is indelible : this we can trace 
beneath the wrinkles of age, as beneath the 
bloom of yoiith j this not only efcapes the chi- 
fel ajid the pencil, but even fpeech fails to define 
it. Let us not be furprifed, that breath divine 
which is hidden wdihin us, can only be feized 
by the mind, by the purell a£t of our intelli- 
gence, by that connexion which ellablillies it- 
felf between twm fouls who feek each other, 'and 
who, as it were, converfc, to know each other 
perfeftly. 

Quackery has feized upon the fcience pt ptiy- 
fiogn^ny, bccaufe it is a fort of moral di£latu're, 

which ■ 
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xvliich often difturbs our felf love or our difli- 
mulation ; but in my opinion neither the ana- 
tomy, nor the obfervation of the animal part of 
the individual, nor the connexion between the 
faces of animals and the countenance of man, 
forms the true phyfiognomift. The exceptions 
are fo much more numerous than the rules, that 
ihofe drawings which alarm or terrify us arc 
merely the reveries of painters. 

Robefpierre, it is true refemblcd a wild cat, 
Marat a bird of night, and Collot d’Herbois 
had, in his hard and narrow forehead, fomething 
of the tiger. Some mouths are vifibly cruel ; 
and how apparent this was in Billaud de Varen- 
nes ! with thofe favage eyes, with that cold 
and liftlcfs attitude, he would have attended the 
funeral of the world j and that Danton, whom 
pleafure itfelf did not render human, which is 
the true mark of a ferocious charadler, what a 
feal of reprobation in his hideous flat counten- 
ance ! and the eternal palenefs of C . . . . ■ 
Notwithftanding all this, our phyfical frame is fo 
deceitful, that it is impofllble to difeern the 
mind by the fpring of our machine ; we mull go 
beyond matter to feize upon the mind of man. 

* I charadlerife the firft Mirabcau, by faying that he re- 
fcmbled a lion who had had the fmall pox ; but it would be 
abfuiR^||» pretend that this refcmblance had any influeuce on 
bis chatter. 
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The ftill portrait is much more difficult to 
trace, than when we animate it with paffion : 
the paffions are never equivocal. Sheep are aft 
alike, and women refemble each other much 
more than men. I believe that all books and 
reafonings on phyfiognomy lead affray; ana- 
tomical engravings are, of all things, the moft de- 
lufive. A log of wood is not a tree. 

Man is not entirely in the fece, in the head, or 
even in the buff ; he is difeovered in his gait, in 
his accent, in his demeanour, in his attitude, in 
his repofe, in his fleep .... Heavens ! I have 
told the half of my fecret, in his fleep ! . . . The 
man who fleeps difeovers more to the phyflogno- 

mift by inffinft, than fearful fleep of the 

wicked .... I would have all public men obliged 
to fleep in public. 

Let us throw afide portraits, drawings, pro- 
files, bones of the head, the length of the jaws, 
the diftance of the eyes, the fize of the nofe, 
chin more or lefs pointed, ftrait or tranfverfal 
lines, and let the eye of him, who is endued 
with that precious inftinft which we hold from 
nature, and which we cannot learn from books, 
meet the eye of the man whom he would judge : 
we can only appreciate what lives, and every por- 
trait is dead. . 

A curious perfon had read one evening, in one 
of thofe books which amufe and deceive, that 
thofe who had great beards were ufaally giddy : 

he 
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he chofe to look at his own m the glafs with a 
candle, and going too near, burnt the half of it, 
afid immediately wrote on the margin of the 
book, Js for that rule, it is certain. 

Man refembles only man ; he is one limple 
point in the creation, and the form of each of his 
members was the refiilt of a fublime thought : 
he is placed upright on the earth; his foot 
touches it only by one point, as if to warn him 
that he ought not there to fix his affections, and 
that his eternal , country is above. In the orga- 
nization of his admirable frame there are hidden 
beauties more admirable ftill. The hand of God 
has folemnly traced a line of demarcation be- 
tween man and the brute ; and I turn away my 
looks from that impious pencil, which, by the 
aid of a few lineaments, dares affimilate the 
countenance of man to the muzzle of the ftupid 
ox ; or from the obftinate head of the long- 
necked camel, frame men-horfes, men-lions, men- 
magpies, men-monkeys, &c. 

If we take the head of a monkey, and com- 
pare it to that of a man, we fhall never find in 
the narrow cafe which inclofes the brain of that 
mifehievous being, the feat of that brain which 
invented the watch ; nor can I believe that an 
aquiline nofe is a fign of wickednefs, becaufe it 
recalls the formidable beak of the eagle devour- 
ing his prey. 

The painter who firft reprefented Adam and 

Eve 
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Eve in their terreftrial paradife,- furrounded by ail 
the animals, peaceful and fubmillivc, formed a 
magnideent and incomparable piflurc. ThePC; 
every animal has his primitive . phyfiognothy, 
from the terrible lion to the innbcetii Iheep ; but 
the fineft form is that of man ; and when I fee 
his head proudly rife above the reft, I exclaim, 
this is the firft living being in nature; the reft: 
are formed to creep at his feefo?; ;I do jiot affert 
that we muft not confiilt thi' ^y^, the forehead, 
the mouth ; yet the mouth epnij^fes itfelf, the 
eye is hypc>critical, the forehead is difliniulating ; 
the hand has an unalterable charafter, and the ’ 
tread of the foot cannot be counterfeited. ' I 
have faid, that the laft and true fiainp of the 
charafter of man is on the hand and the foot 
The animal has the head and the brain, he has 
neither the hand nor the foot. 

Our forefathers aflerted that the devil had a 
cloven foot f : the wife man treats thefc old opi- 
nions w'itb the fame ,refpe£l as he does old pro- 
verbs but every thing is extraordinary to habi- 
tual folly and liftleffpels, as every thing is para- 
doxical to idlenefs and inattention. 

* I have not faid the feet, which would not' have exprefled 
my idea; ftill lefs would I fpeak of the marks of the hand. 
I defpHe chiromancy.' The hand fpeaks to thofe.who know 
how, to eyaipine it, ftiit or open; this is all I mecir^^oiay. 

f Thft djeyil, or devils, were ^uns, fetyrs, or ^itmos j jand 
^us, in the moft horrible degradation of..tb^.,hOman fpec ies, 
iiararfeYe|)rodiices the bead, and not the foot. 


The 
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The han^, when open, forms a half circle j it 
has the power of flopping, by means of culture, 
the, petrification of the globe and of ^meliorat- 
ing, for the, benefit of filtfire generations, that 
great nurfe of the human race* The^baild forms 
the hymn of adoration" bn the ^gan, ,for the 
tongue feems powerlefs fpr,thi5 r^igious ho- 
mage. He who would give you a perfidious 
kifs docs not cxten^, his hand to you j the moft 
eunuch is a frozen If you could fee the 

hand of firmvilliers, wjjich mix^d poifon fcven 
times in the food of her father, you would know 
it again, for you would fecretly Ihudder at the 
fight. 

When Veftris fprings, falls, bounds again,>re- 
gains his feet, detaches himfelf from the ground 
at his will, fkims along like a bird, flics with 
rapid grace, and always in pcrfebl equipoife, it 
is on the point of his foot that he afcts -tflc arch- 
angel. Tlie admiring fpcflators confider him as 
a great dancer: I difcern in him quite another 
image, I fee him loofen himfelf from the earth, 
break the laws of gravitation, become jan inhabi- 
tant of air, for fome miuutes aflimilate himfelf to 
his future deftiny, and form the prelude to thofe 
days of happinefs and glory when thought and 
motion fhall be the fame. After admiring Vef» 
tris, mark’ the ignoble jump of the monkey, or 
the dance of the bear. 

VOL. It. Y Examifto 
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Examine the naked foot, e^arnin^ next how 
man places his foot, and forms, in a more or lefs 
• exa6t manner, the fine, perpendicular line ! 
antique flatuc is fometimes the hner from being 
niutiMted:;a flight feature difeovers the chifel of 
Praxiteles,' - . ^ 

^ * i , ' 

It was an ancient duftom to kifs, in a refpeft 
ful manner, the foot of the dead •, and even to 
judge, by the repofe of the foot, of their ftaie of 
bleflednefs. The child. its foot difengages 
hfclf from i^ maternal , pfifon j the foot, in 
Ihort, is the bafis of this wonderful edifice, and 
this foot, divinely fafliioned, belongs only to a 
mortal being. Painters and fculptors aifirra, 
that the expreiffion of the foot is the lafl: efibrt 
of their art : that of Milo of Crotona cries, and I 
have no need of feeing the fuffering head. 

The day after The maflacres of September, I 
walked with flow flep down the Rue St. Jacques, 
petrified with aftonifliment and horror, and fur- 
prifed to fee the fley, the elements, the city^j and 
its inhabitants, all equally dumb. Two carts full 
of dead bodies had already pafled me ; a carter 
' quietly drove them at mid-day, half buried under 
their black, and bloody garments, to the deepeft 
pits of the plain Mont Rouge, where I then lived. 

A third cart came. up a foot fluck out from 

anjidft the heaps 6£ corpfes ; at this fight I was 
. fkuck, with : that foot beamed with immor- 
tality ! 
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tality ! He to whom it had belonged was al- 
ready an inhabitant of heaveft ! and thofe remains 
wore an air of majefty which the eye of,ihe mur- 
derer could not perceive. I faw that foot j and 
I (hall know it again at this laft great day of 
judgment, when Uie Eternal, feated upon thun- 
der, fliall judge kings-, and feptembriferS., 

A world witfeut God, . fays the athelft ! But 
Lavater, the reader,, and myfelf, who fee rather 
a God than a v^ld* while every thing in the 
univerfe and in. is full of the divinity, let 
us feek, examine, and difcover, where is the par- 
ticular feal whiqh he has imprefled below on his 
favourite creatures. 


CHAP. CCXXXIV 

REMEMBRANCES OF'BABYLON. 

While Paris offers to the admiration of all 
the people in the univerfe the immenfe palace of 
the Tuilleries, and its magnificent garden, the 
colonnade, the Garde Meuhle, the mint, the 
portico of Servaridini, ihat of the Pantheon, the 
Palais Royal, and fo many oth^^r fumptuous edi- 
fices, it will lea4?lthera always to, wilh for larger 

Y 3 and 
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and ftraker ftreets, houfes with fiiiajl fpaces be- 
tween' each other, -Cquares n>oi;e vaft and airy, 
aqtiedti^ more nuo\erqys to wafli tjhein,' and 
preferve their ialubrity. • 

The jM^ures, the IJatnes, arid the medals of 
Italy -will add noting to its;beauty, to its ex- 
ternal convenience. Wjll this mythological 
world, pent up in its ciofe mpfeums, fpeak to 
the eyes of the philofcphic tryaveller as eloquently 
as the place where Babylon, othat proud city, 
was iituated; vyhich aocupieitj' qn the caftern 
Ihore of the Euphrates,* a (pace of fix leagues in 
length, and which was near Palmyra, and the 
country of pearls and of gold* 

^No, iVis will never leadin', hiftory traces of 
grandeur amd raagnificedc^ comppable to that of 
Babyjon, -wliOfc walls furpafied in heighth the 
tovvers. of . Notre ;Jp|aiae, ,3vhk^ 204 feet 
The breadth of thofe . v^ls was ,64 feet, and 
three cars might pafs a-breaft. The walls w^ere 
flanked with 250 towers. , The hanging gardens 
had nearly a fupedicies of two acres j and let no 
one imagine that the centre of the city was fo 
overloaded with houfcB! as Paris. According to 
the teftiraony of Quintius Curtius, there were 
no edifices but in the fpace: of 90 fladia. The 
buifdings.were infiiiated, in order to prevent the 
ravages bf fire. , 

' The inhabitants ploughed and fowcd all the 
reft, , and couldV iacafe of fiege, fupport them- 
' ■ : ■ y''' ■ . fcives 
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lelves with the grai^n which they gathered from 
^this foil. The arable land contained u ithin the 
walte of Babylon was divided into 73,603' acres; 
and all the fupcrficics of the ground amounted to 
78,509 acres. An acre of ground furmlhed 
enough for the fubfiftence of fixty perfons ; and 
the taxes of government amounted yearly to 
about thirty millions of our money. 

Dewceilly, an archite£t, exhibited many years 
lince, in the falcon of the Louvre, a proje£t of 
the gradual reconftru6tion of the ftreets, of the 
edifices and fquares of Paris, with embcllilh- 
ments. 

This new plan would have given Paris the de- 
fired regularity, but left the houles contiguous to 
each other, made the lovers of the fine arts and 
of antiquity regret the intelligence of the plan 
of Babylon. The modern architetl had forefeen 
neither the events of a fiege, nor the accidents of 
fire, againft which all poffible affurance compa- 
nies would be totally infufficient. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. CCXXXV. 

CANT PHRASES. 

One of the inoft common reproaches of the 
Parifian gentry, which we hear moft frequently 
repeated, and which circulates continually among 
the thick-headed bourgeoifie, is this ; Why did 
the majority of the Convention fuffer themfelves 
to be beaten by the mipority j and why, with puie 
intentions, did they not contrive to keep the up- 
permoft? We reply, that the minority of the 
convention was fupported by the Jacobins, by 
the commune of Paris, which had the military 
force in its hands, by the royalift feftions, and 
by a crowd of foreigners, who perverted the opi- 
nion of the public ■, we alfo reply, that the pco- 
. pie of Paris would never make any diftinflion 
between the republicans and the anarchifts ; that 
theydiiTcmlded to themfelves the tendency which 
they always had towards royalifra, with the con- 
fufed hope that a monarch would bring them 
great riches. We may alfo add, that though 
the national reprefentation was the caufe of their 
fccurity and opulence, they have never had a 
proper fentimefit of its value ; that, continually 
excited by falfe ideas, as the afts of government 

were 
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were only theatrical fccnes in their eyes more or 
lefs curious, more or kfb amufing, they opened 
th»ir ears like idle- fpeftators, rather to the cla- 
mours of impudence than the voice of wifdom, 
preferring always the tricks of intrigue, and even 
a£ts of violence. The danger of the republic 
was a thing that did not interoft them ; as they 
were in the centre of the motion, they thought 
themfclves out of the whirl ; and if there be a 
government, it is conflituted, in their opinion, 
only to guard them in preference, and protedt 
their, (hops. 

Such are Parifian ideas; and they are analogous 
to Ihofe which they h.ave formed of their fupe- 
viority over the other departments ; and Ppis 
can never renounce the idea, that gold, fiver, 
wnrehoufes, and riches of every kind, the dcp6ts 
of the arts and fcicnces, belong only to the ca- 
pital. 

Between the royalift and the anarchift factions, 
the Parifian has preferved no medium, but has 
carefled both in their turn ; he has never feemed 
alarmed in days of infurredllon : to plcafe him 
there rauft be fomething more or lefs fadtious in 
the phyfiognomy; the wife, the prudent, the 
impartial, the philofophic, are not nien for him. 

His public fpirit is in general a niixiurc of 
both fadtions ; and, to fay all in ope word, If he 
durft bo open and decided, it \yould be for the 
royalift with the red cap. He might have de- 

tefted . 
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tefted the tyranny of Robefpierre and Marat, but 
he was delighted in his heart at the war which 
they made againfl; the rich, who were, newr- 
thelefs, the perfons he holds in the highefi vene- 
ration. We may venture to fay, that their fa- 
vourite, the man who in contrary circumftances 
would have been truly their idol, he, in fliort, 
whom they would. raife to the pinnacle, was Ba- 
bosuf. 

Baboeuf and his g&ng would have been fup- 
ported by that brutal and numerous crowdt, 
which peopled the revolutionary committees^ 
and who remember having lain in our beds, and 
drunk the wine ©four cellars ; and who, calling 
all thofe ariltocrats and fufpefted perfons who 
had a library or a pendulum, placed ui^der the 
feals all our patrimonial furniture, as propertv 
which ought to be legally divided. 


« CHAPi 
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CHAP. ccx:^xvi. 

PROFESSORSHIPS. 

Professorship, if we are not on our guard, 
will take the place of the priefthood, and create 
again a crowd of men, wordy, pfefuraptuous, 
and chicaning, largely paid, and perfeftly iife- 
lefs. . 

There is enough to (well the fpleen of twenty 
Democritus’s, and furniih piftures to ten Mo- 
lieres, in feeing this regiment of profeflbrs of the 
iumau mderjlandingy of iegiflatm, hiftoryy oi 
morality, oi Jiolitical economy : profeflbrs, and no 
difciples! The pupils might in this way call 
themfelves profeflbrs, as much as the profeflbrs 
themfelves. 

Profeflbrs of hiftory ! ah, my poor pupil, take 
a,book and read. Will thy profeflbr invent hif- 
tory ? Are our libraries then reduced to aflies? 

Political economy, legiflation, human under- 
ftandmg ! flill profeflbrs ! O my dear Rabelais j 

Thofe matters, which are fo nearly allied to 
the deep obfcufe, are not taught j man is bom 
for thefe kinds of knowledge, heriiflips into theni 
of himfelf, and todirefton this ^int baftardizes 
the -iriind more than it elevates. 


Now, 



330 NEW PICTURE OF ?ARIS. 

Now, after fo many profeflbrs, there muft be 
alfo profeflbrs of foreign languages? Foreign 
languages ! I thought that there had been oiliy 
one language in Europe, that of French repub- 
licans. 

Even before the revolution, our language was' 
that of Europe ; all our books were tranflated ; 
we were ftrangers no where; we were anfwered 
in French from the mouth of the Tagus to that 
of the Newa. France preluded its high deftiny 
by its patriotic writers ; our tongue will never, 
degenerate 'in the hands of a free people. 

Not only is the French language the richefl in 
works of tafte and genius, but it is alfo the mofr 
amiable. When you undcrftand profe, you com- 
prehend verfe. There is fcarcely any diflercnce 
between the profe of Telemachus and the odes 
of Roufleau ; it conftrains every writer to follow 
the eftabliflied rules. The moft illuftrious writer 
cannot be audacious, jiby can the fcribbler give 
a twifl; to his ftyle. It. is- this' regularity which 
forces every author,’ notwithftanding the purity 
of his genius, to have a' certain fort of common 
fenfe, a clearnefs, an order ia his ideas, ^which is 
i\,ot met with amongft our neighbours, wherd'the 
capricious iriverfion and diforder of periods fa- 
vour every Ireadflrong imagination. 

Is it not to be feared, that too ItriQ: an acquaint- 
ance with forei^f tongues nfay change among 
us that clear., and .lumino^s ftyle, that national 

: . ftyle. 
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ftyle, the admiration of Europe j and that wc may 
precipitate ourfelvcs into the bomball, or into 
the fwollen phrafeology of the Eaft ? 

Agreeably to the with which has been fo long 
univerfal, that there fliould be but one language 
in Europe,' cannot we add, without pride, tliat 
ours will obtain this honour. 

A dead language is fixed, a living tongi^e is 
not fo. How guefs at all thofe fliades, fo varia- 
ble and changing? Among all the people of 
Europe there is a lettered and a popular lan- 
guage. \ye may know the one and be igno- 
rant of the other j to teach them both is a thing 
impbfiible. 

The language of Dante is a different language 
from that of Metafiajio ; the language of Klop^ 
Jock is not that of Gejner ; and as among us, 
Montaigne^ Marot, and Rabelais, have quite a dif- 
ferent 'flile from that of Chaulku, Dor at, and 
Parny, fo among our neighbours this difference 
of language cxills between one province and 
another, one town and another. Who will affure 
me, that the profeffor will not teach a particular 
jargon inftead of a determined language ? and 
if, through tafte or error, he fliould diftribute 
among his pupils a fuperanriuated language, what 
would it benefit the ftudent to underftand , Chau- 
cer, and not know how to aik his way in En- 
giia? 


I fliould 
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. I Ihould have been guilty of a great abfurdity 
if I had condemned the Rudy of the Jiving lan- 
guages. Liet Die be underftood : I condemn 
only ihe firofejforjkipy becaufe I am- convinced by 
my own experience, that a language is learnt 
only by the eyesj. , ’ 

I have been a profeflbr, and I maintain that it 
is irapolijble to learn a langiiage from the 
mouth, of a public profeflbr, fpeaking to twenty 
or thirty fcholars, as if is to learn the art , of 
making fireworks by feeing them let oflT. . 

Tlie teaching ofa language cannot be com- 
pared with a phyfical or chymical experiment. 
The pupil muft exercife himfelf in the perpetual 
handling -of the diflionary j muft find his own 
words, muft. examine the compounds, and return 
again upon itj he will then- have no need qf a 
profeflbr, but of a pedagogue, a private mafter 
entirely to himfelf, patient, zealous, attentive, 
who will lead him ftep by -ftep, and who will 
not fuffer him to make a fingle one without 
grounding him. It is only in this manner 
that the firft difficulties of a language .are con- 
quered ; and without the conflant . praftice of _ 
fteps no one will ever afeend. 

If you wifh that France * fhould poflTefs a lite- 
rature truly great, new, and original, leave her, 
Legiflature, to herfelf. The greateft error in go- 
vernment is the defire of governing every thing. 
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If you' wifli public inftruftion to make great pro- 
grefs, proteft it, but do not pay it j favour pre- 
ceptors of every kind, but do not let the republic 
pay them falariesj recompcnce labour,^ but do 
not give places j for places are ran after, and 
lazy and chattering profeffors are idle men, who 
never rife above mediocrity. 

Thofe arts of refinement, thofe brilliant and 
tafteful arts, will thenceforth be cultivated only 
by thofe who ure urged on by irrefiftible genius, 
the warrant of true fuccefs. Literature is a cup 
fufficiently intoxicating to invite thofe who are 
not born to touch it with their lips. Tafte for 
literature has made a crowd of beings wretched. 
We fliould.thin the fioek of the lettered tribe 
inftead of extending * it^ .and, I avow it openly, 
for the intereft of the republic. 

Superficial ftudies of a few poets and fome 
orators have engendered that horde of newfpaper 
libellers, who, like the locufis of Egypt, haVe pu- 
trefied the whole harveft. The only punilhment 
to inflift on them is to embolden them to write, 
always to write. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP, ccxxxvir. 

BURIALS. 

The fcandal of the mode of interment lafted 
ibr fome time ; it was a confequence of the ideas 
and requifitories of Chaumette. He had informed 
the people that there was nothing after death ; 
and when I was a prifoner, my errand-boy, about 
fourteen years old, faid to me, “ Tliere is no 
** longer any God ; there is no other than Robef- 

pierre’s fupreine being.” Atheifm had begun 
its ravages. 

But arc laws then rieceflary to tell the fon not 
to abandon the corpfe of his father ; to oblige 
the friend to follow the coffin of his friend j 
not to let it be borne folitary away on mercenary 
flioulders, without attendance, without mourning, 
to a pit, where it is thrown in like the, vilefl: of 
animals? One would fuppofe that friendfhip, 
love, and nature no- longer exifted. No more 
tears, no more, attendance j * the corpfe remained 
unfollowed j and when it croffed the ftreets, no 
one knew if it had left behind a .tingle being 
who had taken an intereft in it. . 

This dereliflion, this folitude, this cold indtf- 
ference for a relative, a mother, or a friend, had 

fomething 
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fometbing too revolting not to lead us to regret 
the duties of every poliihed, and even of every 
fa^age nation. It was impoffible for the dignity 
of man to remain a longer time under fuch ag- 
gravated infult: when the fcaffolding of mate- 
rlalifm was broken down with the fcaffolds, a 
projeft of a law w'as prefentcd at the tribune, 
which appeared to me in general fo incomplete, 
fo infufficient, fo dangeroufly innovating, that I 
rofe, and fpoke in the following manner * : 

“ I feel myfelf irrefiftibly led to this tribune to 
oppofe the projeft of a refolution,, which has 
juft been prefented to you by Dauhermefnil, 
in the name of a fpecial commiffion, in the fit- 
ting of the 21 ft Brumaire* Thefe private inter- 
ments, the objefts of a very fpurious fenfibility, 
thefe infectious piles, thefe cadaverous flames, 
this fubftraClion of the dead from the earthy 
our common mother; all thefe innovations* on 
long-eftablifhed cuftoms revolt my mind, my 
rcafon, and my feelings. What is the purport 


* This difeourfe will give an idea of the difpofition of 
every mind at that time, and of the llrange maxims which the 
total forgetfulnefs of religions principles had fpread aipongft 
this deluded and unhappy people. Oh, I will repeat with- 
out ceafing, that Voltaire, by his licentious writings, has been, 
"without knowing or forefeeing it, the forerunner of Chaumetu^ 
The journalifts, in giving an account of my fpeech, faid that 
jny voice was weak, and that they had not been able to hear 
me. They. heard me but too well! but many love to turn a 
deaf ear when we combat the fyftcm of materialifts. 
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of the prefent motion ? To give us back the 
lares, the dotneftic altars, the cinerary urns, 
the phials, the .lacrymatories of the ancients j 
or is it to make us Egyptian mummies, to 
wrap us. up in bandages, and throw us back 
into the errors and extravagancies of paga- 
nifm. 

“ This is the fecond reading of that ftrange 
report which has beeri made to you. How can 
we have glided over it fo lightly ? The only 
perfons who were ever burnt amongfl: us, were 
poifoners and fodomites. 

“ The grofs plagiaries of ancient cuftoins will 
foon introduce the ridiculous ufages of all the 
nations of the earth, which can be found in dic- 
tionaries ; and our fanciful minds are quick in 
fprouting ! It is who Ihall ranfack his brain to 
copy pidures more or lefs extravagant. 

The funereal ceremonies of the moll fuper- 
ftitious nations are going to give each other the 
meeting in France, and naturalize themfelves 
agreeably to the whims of all prefent and future 
maniacs. 

Inhumations and burials are conne£led at 
the fame time with civil, religious, and political 
relations j and thefe relations are fo delicate, 
that we mull make ufe of the greateft wifdom in 
reconciling them. Let us take care that the 
de^ do not trouble the repofe of the living j 
this has been feen in many countries j and this 

proje£t 
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projeft has a tendency to rqnew it } for rprivate 
interments, which is the obje£t of the propb- 
fition, I fear, with .fqjne reafon, may lead ns to 
troubles as nnforefeen as there have been. Let 
the image of , death lofe nothing of its chami^er ; 
to modify it to the fancy of men.is degrading it: 
let this religious, charafter be always uniform. 

“You already perceive, Icgiflators, the ex- 
treme difficulty of a law on'thefe ferious obje^s, 
and particularly in the preferit circumftances j 
let us do nothing precipitately j let us rather be 
wife and circumfpeQ, for we have a difpofition 
Hill to abufe.this word liberty, this abftraft.term, 
by faying that the corpfes .of our neighbour's, of 
our wives, of our .friends, belong to us. No ! 
no ! they belong indlftinftly .to the earth, which 
has lent them its elements j they belong to the 
earth alone. 

“ Every innovation in this kind might beget 
proud rivalries, infolent diftinflions, and fcanda- 
lous difcuffions, which would be holding out per^ 
petual food to fufgeptible and fuperftitious ima- 
ginations ; and what more fitted to nourifh fuper- 
ftition than thefe mournful ceremonies, which 
each might modify according to his fancy. 

“If decency has ..been wounded incur days, 
when a general overthrow of ideas has taken 
place, fimple laws of police may, and ftill can, 
repair fuch abufes; but i can affiire you, thRt 
they -do* not exift at.the .moment l am fpeafcmg. 

VOL. 1 1. Z Happy 
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“ Happy changes are taking place every day 
without tumult, without exertion, and without 
ftoifej aiid it is thus, if I am. not deceived, that 
we Ihouid aft in thefe difficult circumftances. 

“ Where a nation has had the misfortune of not 
being able to caft in a fingle mould its religious, 
political, and civil inftitutions j or that, in a ftill 
more difficult dilemma, it finds itfelf in extraor- 
dinary circumftances, which hinder fuch a union 
from taking place, it muft wait the events oi 
time for fuch obftruftions to difappear. 

“ It is around the tomb that the human ima 
gination creates and heaps up phantoms ; and k 
would be difficult at that moment to impoft* 
any reftraint, however little indulgence may havi 
been (hewn to its firft deviations. The imagi 
nation at fuch a time becomes as formidable a'> 
the profound myftery which it is bufy in contem 
plating. 

“ When the foul, the emanation of the divinity, 
has abandoned the body of the man, this body i< 
no longer him, but his cloak 5 we fliould refpeft 
thefe remains, but not idolize them, and take 
care even to put every thing out of the way 
which might referable him. Pride has built 
maufoleums, and is always tending to rebuild 
them.' Wjiat is required by the body deprived 
■(rf the xii^ine breath which animated it? To be 
teffiored to the earth, becaufe it is made to de- 
compofe itfelf flowly and- fucceffively there by 

phyfical 
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phyfical And known laws. It is there that it pays 
the debt which it contrafted when it was born, 
and^ it is honourable and ufeful only there. 

“ To burn bodies, as demanded by the reporter, 
is a grofs error, if it be not' alfo a phyfical ^crime, 
a facrilege towards nature j for it is hindering the 
return of the component parts, which form the 
riches, the nouriiiiment, and the ornament of the 
globe. Fire is a deftruflive engine, which changes 
the nature of every thing which it diflblves j it 
would take, therefore, from the earth what it has 
a right to expeft for the reproduftion of vegeta- 
bles, and the formation of calcareous earths. Fire 
would give every thing to the air, which would be 
a pure wafte; the pile, befides, would require cora- 
.buftibles, and our forells would evaporate in vain 
fmoke, inftead of feeding our hearths and our 
forges. 

“ The ancients, fo ignorant in phyfics, have rea- 
soned ill on the burning of bodies j it fpreads be- 
fides an infefilion, which is however the lead in- 
convenience of this inconfiderate lifage^ No; 
it ought not to be permitted for every individual 
to take poffeffion of the corpfe of his father, of 
his fon, of his wife, his miftrefr, and his friend. 
Our houfes would foon be transformed into 
cemeteries, and pride would be Jed to imagine 
obfequies, which would be attended at lead 
ivith dangerous fingularities. We Ihould again 
. , Z 8. have 
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have bones concealed in flirines of gold and filverj 
epitaphs and hired mourners would again make^ 
their appearance; and that fyftem of lying wbuld 
ag^ be in vogue, which/ under the name of fu- 
f|cral; orations, flowed, emphatically from the 
mouths of panegyrlfts. 

The law which Ihould leave corpfes at the dif- 
pofal of the fancies of individuals, would condemn 
thefe corpfes to profanation, even by conjugal or 
filial tendernefs. Singularity and falfe fenfibility 
would lead us back to coflly embalmings, and 
even to mummies, which we Ihould exhibit with 
oftentation j wild extravagance, in Ihort, would 
fignalize its empire on a fubjeft which incites 
the imagination to the moft dangerous deviations. 
Such a one will carry off that mufele which we 
name the heart,, and will not imagine that he is 
in po^flion of. nothing more than a mere vifeera. 
A ftupid admirer would fteal the brain of fome 
fcientific man, and fuppofe that he is matter of 
what was his underftanding. 

** True fenfibility, fo diftinfl from fe»ftbilifm, at- 
taches itfelf not to material and hideous objects, 
but to a letter, a remembrance, an epocha, and 
above all, to a moral aQ^ Would you re-ettablifli 
the altars of idolatry? Let us feparate, let us 
diftinguiflijlet us preferve, letus decorate corpfes ; 
to-morfbw we fhall addrefe them ; td-morrow we 
(hall confound matter and intelligence. 


«The 
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“ The triumph of hypocrify is in the rear of in- 
terments, in the building of maufoleums, and the 
gilding of farcophagus. True grief is dumb ; 
mourning drefles is not mourning. Oh! who 
can look at the portrait of a dead friend. The 
extravagance of mankind has its full play over 
the tombs of the dead. The end of human hopes 
and of life has been the lignal amongft alinoit 
all people ,o£ moft uncouth and Angular cere- 
monies. The figns of affliftion and the garments 
of mourning have even become obje^s . of pride 
and oftentation. 

“ Death is not deftru£tion j let us be careful left 
vain ceremonies plunge us into poetical chime- 
ras, or into ideas ftill more degrading and fuper- 
ftitious^- 

“ There 


* I was never more ImprelTed with the power of folitude foif 
the adoption of religioub ideas than at the Great Chartieufe of 
QrenMe. You are there, indeed, ftill in the world, but only to 
recognize its nothingnefsL To bear nothing but the found of 
the bell (this found feems to call our fouls*, and introduce 
them into eternity), to fee only men dumb and pale with peni- 
tence, fixed continually in prayer, we tremble even at our own 
innocence, in being unable to place one’s foot, except on the 
border of a precipice or a tomb ; we feel the rottennefs of the 
bafes of fortune, of pleafures, and of what we call happi- 
nefs. Thofe white fiiades walking around that melancholy 
cemetery, developc that fublime thought of Young’s — Man 
dives into the tomb to rife imm^taL It i* there he muft ter- 
minate the day which will have no morrow. Every thing 
on that fpot abandons man to himfclf, and, free from illu- 
fions, be becomes bitttcr acquainted with truth, I regret that 

there 
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** There is no biz^irrerie which the defire of ido- 
lizing the dead, and of exhibiting them with 
pomp, would not fuggeft to proud, melancholy, 
or fantafiic minds, if the law which configns 
"the ^ead to their laft dwelling did not belong 
exchifively to focietyi and if reafon as well as 
• policy did not imperioufly command it. I know 
no . law more difafirous for religion and morality 
.than that which fliould abandon corpfes to the 
changeable caprices of the interrers, or the frenzy 
of blind tendernefs. Human afljes, from the 
fuperabundance of homage and ceremony which 
would be paid them, would be no longer facred ; 
at leaft pride would give a frequent wound to 
efutlityy and at a moment in which we fliould have 
All become in reality equal. 

“ It is charity which prefcribes the firft mode of 
burial ; it would be vanity, arrogance, the come- 
dijm of fentiment, which fliould ordain the latter. 

** When man re-defcends into hinifelf, he finds 
'a world more aftohilhing ftill than that which 
furrounds him. What is our body ? 

•there is no longer any of thofefilent manfions exiting, in which 
inah, harafled and burnt up by worldly paflions^ might go to 
cool and regenerate himfclf, by tafting that repofe, or rather' that 
intimate joy,, which wc feel under the empire of religion, when 
we are fincerely in fubjedion to it ; I mean that religion which, 
far from every kind of idolatry, confifls in' finding God in 
purfelves, in confiding in him, in adoring and loving him, 
9ind in the lively, hope of an happinefs which he alone can be* 
flow. It is thus only that undcluded incn can fly from the 
world, and innocence fiiclter itfelffrom the wicked. 

..u,- fCjt 
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" It is matter only transfigured, which circulates 
on the fcene, and its individual varieties are con- 
tinj^ally turning around the eternal type j but the 
aftion of producing and vivifying is of an order 
too elevated for us to be inftrufled in it by divine 
power. The principle which ferves to balance 
life and death will be never laid open to man 
as long as he fliall be an occafional agent, vcho 
receives life without feeling it, .and who gives it 
without conceiving it ; but this ignorance ! it is 
death which will deliver us from it, by leading us 
back to the fource of ideas. 

“ God is the immediate author of our fenfations, 
and our bodies exift only in idea. Eveiy fenfa- 
tion paffing in the foul, and having God only for 
its author, is the only thing exifting in regard to 
matter. 

“ The fpirituality of the foul is not only a truth, 
but alfo an inherent and univerfal fentiraent j finco 
ideas are the aliment of the fou], and we con- 
foie ourfelves for the ftroke of death i the prefect 
life is but the prelude of a bettf?r, ' 

“ There is an immutable relation between the 
hope of another life and virtue f and if thi^ hope 
often produces morality, it happens ftill oftener 
that it is the moral goodnefs of the man which 
produces hope. 

“ We have a diftinft knowledge of fomething 
which is not material; and when we defeepd into 
ptirfelyes, we are ponftrained to avow that if there 

exift 
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ixift fixed permatnent truth, it is that of the 
itftmortality of tHe foul. We ihall always be 
forced to acknowledge that the mind and bgdy 
are really diftinft, and that we cannot confound 
fh^ without overthrowing the moft common 
and mofirceafonable opinions. 

“ I cannot conceive man without thought. 
What is exigence but the confcioufnefs of felf. 
Thought is but the developement of a thing uni- 
que, indivifible, indeftruftible j matter can have 
no knowledge or perception j it docs not exift. 

** Ah, why fhould not a lively fentiment be a 
profound reafoning? What is it in us which 
perceives beauty, harmony ? We fliall find that 
it is fomething immaterial. 1 cannot conceive a 
man without thought, mllin£t, and reafon, the 
fign of both natures, fays Pafcal. 

** The univerfe contains me, and fwallowsme 
up as a point, and I by thought fwallow up 
the univerfe. Although this paffage of the fame 
author ofiTers abuies of terms, it neverthelefs gives 
a great idea of men. Plato has faid, we have an 
intimate fenfe which perceives the future. 

** Behold denth clanking the keys of the tomb ! 
What a misfortune to believe nothing beyond it! 

** Who is he that feels with tranfport the mild 
liarmony of nature ? He who believes in another 
life. Bui it ia the corruption of great focieties 
•Which depraves pur mind; a fecret fentiment 
calls us back to Otor celeftial orfein, The fiars 

are 
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are divinie cyphers traced in the heavens to make’ 
us read above our heads the book in which the 
Eternal has v^ritten his name. 

** Our paffions tyrannize us, and we Ihut our 
ear to the celeftial voice vvhich fpeaks to us and 
confoles us. 

“ To feel ourfelves united to a creating being! 
what is there then fo melancholy in. this rela- 
tion? 

The diforder and calamities of the moral 
world ; what a pifture without the immortality 
of the foul I 

" It was neceffary that the divine breath fhould 
animate our firft thoughts. It is certain that we 
have ideas independent of fenfations, otherwife 
man would be only a watch. How is it we re- 
folve geometrical queftions at eight years of age? 
Pardon nie, leg;iflators, if I have been too diffufe 
in giving my ideas on the confoling fentiment of 
the immortality of the foul ; it has fullained me 
in times of oppreflion and tyranny j it has giyen 
me that calm and courage which I fliould 
have fcarcely found elfewhere; it would have 
made me march to the fcalFold tranquil and re- 
flgned. But t return to the queftion refpfefting 
private interments. Citizen repfefentatives, (and 
I beg you to mark), they would give full right 
and authority tb exterminations. After haying 
entfulled interaiients to the arbitrary ideas of fela* 
tions or neighbours, they wouM Hsve a right to 

place 
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ox \\ie Ae^d al tWir pkafurc. We 

{hou}d be ever/ /ear witneffing new fcenes of 
.n indecent piece of folly, or a ridiculous Ip. 
crymania. Domeftic preparations would take 
/7/pir^ mkh coming acrofs other images, and 
as it were on a fudden, might affright or aSifi 
the feelings of others, and imprefs painful fen- 
fations on fibres too fufceptible, on thofe of in- 
fancy. and, youth, A funereal ceremony would 
affeft the young bride j the fongs of mourning 
would interrupt thofe of joy. But nature has 
impreffed a repulfive afpe£l on corpfes, in order 
that they may be carefully concealed from every 
eye. Maniacs might rehearfe at their fancy the 
fpeQacle of fimulated grief. 

" Religion had placed the dead under its facred 
and immutable fafeguard j let a political law be 
its imitator on this point ; let it keep under ita 
empire the wrecks of humanity without permit- 
ting their difperfion, which would be the germ 
of fcandal and folly ; and if we have examples to 
borrow from the ancients, let it not be their bad 
ufagcs, efpecially when infefiled with the fpirit 
of idolatry. Is it not that fpirit which has ex- 
tinguiflied in man all great and elevated ideas, 
and which has brought him down to the level of 
idols. 

“ What abufes would refult from this pretend- 
ed liberty, which, to my very great aftoniflimentj, 
your commiflion. .propofes for our acceptance ?. 

Would 
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Would you; play then with the dead? they 
would be no longer fure of repofing in peace, 
■TChe maniacs are more numerous than you think. 
SenfihUifm, permit me again to ufe this term, is the 
|)ortion of a multitude of weak and little beings, 
of feverifti fentiments, and of fuch as are the eter- 
nal comedians of true fenfibility. 

“ If the progrefs of anatomy requires the trahf- 
port of a few corpfes into our amphitheatres, 
prudence and wifdom are careful that the eyes 
of thofc who are unconcerned in the. operations 
Ihould not be daily fhocked j but does it not fome- 
times happen, in fpite of thefe precautions, that 
the eye has been ftruck with thefe frightful 
fcenes, and that the people, ftarting back with 
horror, have taken the ftudious work of the fcalpel 
for the horrible crime of an affaflin ? 

« How much does it then behove us to re- 
move corpfes of every age and fex from thp 
phantafics of pride, and the errors of fentiment ! 
To grant them to him who fhould claim under 
pretence of parentage or fcntimental connexion, 
would be opening the moft unlimited field to per- 
haps facrilegious abufes; we cannot calculate, 
at leaft, the effefls of fo imprudent a perraiflion, 
fince this toleration, befides Ihocking a crowd of 
religious ideas, would aft in a manner fo diflfe- 
renf with refpeft to popular ideas, already- fo va- 
riable, already fo extraordinary, fince our reVoJu-* 
tioii. French heads are no longer the fiime; they 

have 



^48 HEW PiCtVKS OP PARIS. 

liave made as many comnsentaries on the word 
Merty as they have comniitted a£ts againft tlie 
th'agi and this it is that affedts the republican ib 
deeply. 

“ The .commiflion, without doubt to prepare 
the mind of the public, has demanded a year 
for the accomplilhment of their projedl. It feems 
to me impradlicable under every point of view, 
a year hence as much as to-day, and I cannot 
recover my aftonifliment that we fhould have 
fo grofsly profaned the words /iberty and fenu'- 
ment. 

“ I therefore demand in my own name the 
erafure of the fifth article, conceived in thefe 
terms : ‘‘ Every perfon is permitted to bum, or 
“ inter, in whatever place he lliali think fit, tlie 
“ body of his relatives, or of fuch as (hall be dear 
“ to him, conforming himfelf neverthelefs to the 
“ law’s of police and of falubrity.” The impaf- 
fioned head of a romantic young man decorat- 
ing tombs and fcribbling epitaphs could not 
have more completely confounded the expreflions, 
which arc dear to him. What a latitude ! it terri- 
fies my imagination! in whatever place he Jhall 
think fit. What a promenade for the dead ! what 
a career open to the wildefl; ideas I And this is 
what they venture to proppfe. No, I wifli for none 
of their infeQious piles ; I with for none of thofe 
domeftic cemeteries, of thofe gardens paved wdth 
the dcaii|%f thofe preffds where one man will 

fljew 
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fhew me his grandfather, another his great uncle. 
Our chininey-pieces would be ornamented with 
embryos inftead of Chinefe mandarins; human 
extravagance would wafte itfelf oni?bjefts formed 
to ftrengtheii it; I wifh, in fhort, for none of 
thofe tranflations of corpfes ; and nature and po- 
licy, the police and falubrity, are equally averfe 
to it. Private burials are a crime againft the peace 
and repofe of fociety.” ^ 


CHAP. CCXXXVIII. 

ELECTOR OF THE YEAR FIVE. 

It is no longer with greafy night-caps, panta 
loons, dirty fhirts, and tucked-up fleeves, that 
the exercife of the fovereignty of the people dif- 
plays itfelf. A decent and even dignified de- 
meanour is what we remark in the elefitors of 
Paris. Cabriolets, berlins, and phaetons, bring 
and take„back a part of the members of the af- 
fembly. Let us take care, however, that luxuiy*, 
and all the vices it engenders, do not introduce 
themfelves among us. 


CHAP; 
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CHAP. CCXXXIX. 

PLAYERS ON THE FRENCH HORN. 

They were ftationed in cabarets, and corre- 
fponded from one quarter to another. All thefe 
correfponding founds were united to a common 
centre j fomc event was expefiled whenever they 
redoubled their noife : you liftened for a long 
time, but comprehended nothing: thofe founds 
were, however, the tongue of fedition. Thofe 
confpiracies, though fo loudly proclaimed, were 
not on that account Jefs dark and fecret. 

It has been obferved, that when fires took 
place, the fignal was more quick, rapid, and 
piercing. At the time of the fire at the Celeftins, 
near the arfenal, my head was fplit the even- 
ing preceding with the founds of horns ; ano- 
ther time it was the cracking of whips > on certain 
days it is the noife of gunpowder crackers : we 
, were tormented by thofe loud and daily alarms. 

It is in this manner we have lived for eight 
years paft. At the theatres fome thundered out 
the Marfeillols hymn j others hilTed and groaned, 
in order to hinder the continuance of the fong, 
and. demanded, with menaces, fome other piece 
than that which was to be reprefented. It is 
jtq-day eight years that we have ^en in full revo- 
lution: 



IJEW PICTl?RS OIP- PARIS, 3S1 

!ution ; it is this day eight years that the fall of 
the Baftile fliook the foundation of the moft an- 
cient monarchy of Europe. How many events . 
what a hiftory! how long we have lived during 
thefe eight years! We are now going to cele- 
brate the cbrhmemoratidri of the 14th of July; 
our pofterity will be ftill nnore difpofed than our- 
felves to celebrate the anniverfary of fo memora- 
ble an epocha.. We have had the labpur, and 
they will reap the fruit ; they will forget bur la- 
bours, our dangers, our combats; they w'ill, per- 
haps, load us with unjuft reproaches, becaufc it 
will be impoilible for them to have any juft idea 
,oi the tempefts by which we have been beaten ; 
but whether they honour our memory or not, 
there is one fentinient which confoles me for 
every thing : I was horn a fuhjeSl, I JJtall die a re^ 
publican. 

To form a true idea, they ought to have feen 
the celebrated epochas of the 14th of July, the 
4lh of Auguft, the 5th of OQober, 21ft of June, 
10th of Auguft, 3 lilof May, 13th Venderniaire,and 
l8th Fruftidor; they fliould have defeended into 
dungeons, be tied to the plank of the guillotine, 
and have been in continual view of death, either 
by the fury or error of a great people in infurrec- 
tion. What does it matter ? my wearied life 
has been full ; I have feen what other men have 
not ; I have been prefent at terrible and dif- 
aftrous commotions, which enlarge and fortify the ' 

foui. 
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foul, which render it fupwior to events, 
make it brave death. 1 would not exchange tl^s 
ftormy but infinitive exiftence for another more 
calm and tranquil. After what 1 have feen, the 
hiftoiy of man is in my mind. 

I have ftill before me the images and the 
buftle of a city befieged ; every day the noife of 
drums, the retreat, the beat to arms, die cry of 
the feftionaries, the clafli of fabres, the fear of 
fome, the ferocious joy of others, prediQions of 
the moft frightful cataftrophes, the neceflity of 
marching between royalifis and anarchifts ^ and 
when they rallied and joined their forces, there 
was nothing but the government to flop the effu- 
fion of blood. 

And what a0afrinations! Paris aiTailinated 
Michael Lepelletier, St. Fargeauj Charlotte 
Corday poignarded Marat j Robefpierre, envying 
Collet d-Herbois the honour of the attempt on 
his life, dreams, .and publiflies that a girl of fix- 
teen wanted to attempt his days j Tallien, find- 
ing his thermklorian influence on the wing, con- 
trives to be miffed by a piftol-fliot in the Rue de 
Perle j the young and innocent Ferraud is mur- 
dered at the foot of the tribune by furies who 
hid themfelves in the crowd; Lepellerier is^aflaf* 

• linated at Chartres j and Syey.es was defperately 
wounded by a prief^ nmned Poule ; a tribunal 
condemned this laft . only to the , gallics. 'VV^bat 
days! If there have b^n any fuch of old, J do 

. not 
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not recollect them : and amiclft fo many horrors, 
balls, concerts, galas, new dreffes rivalling each 
other in brilliancy, ufelefs expences, can we com- 
plain of robbers, mud, and the want of lamps ? 

There have, however, been days in which 
Paris was perfeflly calm, in which we had no 
more the appearance of being in war than in 
revolution. Foreigners, who read our ncwfpapers, 
fee us covered with nothing but blood, tatters, 
and all the livery of mifery. What mull be their 
furprize, in arriving at Paris by' the road of 
Chaillot, and croffing that magnificent avenue of 
the Champs Elyfees, bordered on both fides with 
elegant phaetons, and peopled with charming 
women •, continuing their route, attracted by that 
magical perfpeflive, acrbfs the garden of the 
Tuillerics ; traverfing this beautiful garden, more 
rich and better kept up than it was even in the 
moll profperous times of the monarchy ? What 
muft they think of the French and of their newf- 
papers, of their hiftory, and of their mifery ? 

The wmmen are brilliant, the carriages, nume- 
rous, and the Bois.de Bologne crowded. We hear 
nothing, however, but the cry of mifery; and 
the caufe of this is, that behind thefe rich tape- 
ftries are hidden the rentiers, theftate penfioners, 
the unfortunate, wdio have been cruflied by the 
revolution. Thofe perfons exclaim, and they 
have juft caufe. A Juvenal would alfo make 
the air refound with his cries ; but could he make 

A a his 


VOL. II. 



SH NEW PICTURE OF PARIS. 

his voice fiifficicntly heard, fo as to put an end to 
the hideous contrail of the moil infolent luxury 
difplaying itfelf by the fide of the moil deplorable 
mifery? 

Such is the almoil inevitable refult of an im- 
menfe population. The word equality does no- 
thing for the thing j that is the work of time, and 
of civil inftitutions the moil difficult to trace 
out. How ihall we remedy the inequality of 
fortunes? how fix a juft medium, while it is fo 
natural for the governed as well as the gover- 
nors to precipitate themfelves into extremes? If 
you have induftry, you will neceflTarily have lux- 
ury, and you will have poor ; if you have no 
induftry, you will have an equality of mifery. 
Democratic and defpotic equality are fituated at 
two oppofite points of the political axis; they arc 
equally dangerous. Where is the fecret of going- 
on a long time without ftriking on one or the other 
of thefe rocks 

But I hear the complainings of fome -w'orthy 
father of a family. Look a little, fays he, at 
that fine equality which reigns among citizens 
at Paris! After eleven o’clock, the foot-paflen- 
gers, who walk before a guard-houfe, are obliged 
to enter, and produce their card of furety, or 
their paflport ; but the fmart gentlemen in car- 
riages have the privilege of pafling and rcpalling 
without any inquiry. Is the being rich enough to 
have a carriage, or hire a hackney-coach, a brevet 
of civifm. 
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For fome time paft a flop has been put to thofe 
caprices of the commanders at thofe different 
pofts. 


CHAP. CCXL. 

CARDS OF RESTAURATEURS. 

You receive them as you enter, printed, a 
fliect in folio. One man, leaning with both el- 
bows on the table, ftudies a long time before he 
decides ; another feels his fob, to fee if he has 
enough to pay for his dinner, for no one now 
dines cheap. Calculate well, if you do not wifli 
to be taken unawares, and obliged to leave your 
watch or fnuff-box at the bar, in mortgage for 
half a capon. 

You fee the price plainly marked ; but you do 
not fee the difli : when it comes on the table, 
what it contains might be ferved up in a faucer. 
You behold in the firmament the increafe of the 
moon j at the reftaurateurs, you fee nothing but 
the decreafe of the difli ; but the price is fixed 
and irrevocable as the polar ftar. The meat is 
cut in filigree, bye and bye it will be cut in 
laces. One would fuppofe that oxen were 
A a 2 dwindled 
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dwindled into the fjze of turkics ; half an ounce 
has taken place of half a pound ; the apothecary 
does not weigh out his dofes more fcrupulou^y. 
When you afic for a cut of eel a la tartare, they 
bring it you j but this cut is not above an inch 
and a hajf in length : take care that the card 
exprefles how many inches you fhould have, 
without which your cut wdll be only a little roll. 
It is the fame with all other dilhes ; they are all 
of the moft delicate fmallnefs ; you w’'ould ima- 
gine that they' were only bringing you famples of 
fome future repaft. Alas, citizen-cooks, I do 
not want to have a coat made; I want to dine. 
There would not be money enough in Paris to 
give a fingle dinner to every individual in Paris, 
at the price that coils a fingle repall, not far 
from the Peron. 

Let your purfe, when you enter a refiauraleur’s, 
be better furniflied than the card, and take care 
that you do not fall, though you pay a good 
deal. Nothing is more deceiving than the view 
of the prices, bccaufe the reftaurateur, though 
fat and thick, looks upon all thofe whom he en- 
tertains as real Lilliputians. A wag faid, I 
“ will make my dinner in five a£ls, wdth change 
“ of feenery, but not in the fame theatre ?” 

There are fome droll terms in thefe cards. 

© 

We hear a waiter crying out to a kihd of maitre 
d’hotel, Bring a potage a la ci-devant reine, with 

two 


2 
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two kidneys a la brocheti^: bring a potage a la 
ci-devant Conde, with a ragout of hare. There 
you eat the potage of that Conde, who fled fo 
quick, and fo far, which founds along the ta- 
bles, and which flgnifies only a foup, which he 
will never tafte again. 

“ A foie au grathy' fqueaks a little flirill and 
feminine pipe j “ A quarter of a capon,” bawls 
a ftrong and mafculine voice. 

Your potage, your petits pates, your cutlets, 
your fricandeau, your apple, your bifcuit, all is 
enregiftered the moment you fwallow it j and if 
your ftomach doubts what you have fwallowed, 
a proces-verbal places it before your eyes. For 
as to the account, it is made after the rules of 
Barcmc j pay, and I advife you to go and dine 
clfewhere. 

They offer you at thefe tables the Letter of a 
Cordelier turned player, addrejfed to a Carmelite be- 
come a milliner. There is nothing but the title 
which is piquant. If you liftcn to what is paf- 
fing around you, you find a droll mixture of 
folly and reafon, forrovv and gaiety, filence and 
noife, wit and . ftupidity, of flavery and liberty ; 
the converfation is a true falmagundi, like the 
diflies. 

At the Courtille, the petit Pologne, new 
France, the traiteurs are more loyal than Aofe 
in the city j in thefe guinguettes, you fee the 

difh 
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difli together with th« price 5 you may compare 
them, and take them away, dreft or undreft. 
The old-clothes men fell their merchandife in the 
.diade, in order to conceal the fpots ; the reftau- 
rateurs fell diflies invilible, and which the fcul- 
lions never difplay till you are engaged j the 
reftaurateurs defcrve therefore the title of Jews 
as much as the cloathfmen. 

They get rich pretty fall ; and what proves 
this is, that you fee written up in great charac- 
ters, Such a one, fucceflbr to fuch a one. Lcda 
already rivals the celebrated Meot. Eating is 
the fundamental bafis of fociety at prefent ; eat- 
ing is the only ferious occupation ; to dine well is 
the fummum bonum ; and all thofe looking-glafles 
which decorate the rooms of thefe reflaurateurs, 
refleft nought but egbtifm devouring every thing 
at its cafe ; and which, when it has dined, is 
affc£tcd with- no one’s misfortunes. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. CCXLl 

PRIMARY ASSEMBLIES OF THE YEAR 5 . 

It is, above all, at the moment of the primary 
alTemblies, that the enemies of the republic are 
careful in diftributing their parts to. thofe whom 
they think moft capable of filling them. They 
have \h.Q\Y Jtrowlers, their commijerators, their calum- 
niators, and their dividers ; thofe laft are fpe- 
cially commiflioned to break up the union which 
reigns amongft the moft decided republicans j 
to kintilc their perfonal paflions, for which, ne- 
glecting the affairs of the republic, and employ- 
ing tliCinfolves only about • their own private 
intcreft, they fail into certain deviations, which 
fubjefl them to a warrant of arreft. Then they 
fay to them, “ You fee now that thefe arbitrary 
“ imjnifonments weigh upon republicans as well 
“ as royalifts. There is no knowing where we 
“ are. Kvery thing is topfy-turvy. Is it not 
“ better to fave twenty who are guilty, than con- 
“ demn one who is innocent ? And in this 
“ ftate of things, would it not be as juft as it 
“ would be politic, to give all their liberty ?” 

Then would come an amnefty j after an am- 
nefty, confpiracies ; after confpiracles, treafon 5 

after 
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after treafon, civil war; and this is the happy 
inoittent oiir enemies are looking for, to deftroy 
the republican government, and fet 1'arqiiin 
asrain on the throne, or (hare the wrecks with 
him. 

Mirabeau faid, I hnow them ; each cf them is 
^vi/hhio only for a Jhred of the royal cloak. 

No ! the republic will not perifh, it is immor- 
tal. The royalilfs, affrighted at the fuccefs of 
the 18th Fruftidor, begin to be afraid. They 
CKclaim in their rage, “ O firff of Vendemiaire! 
“ abhoiTcd day, in which the throne was broken ! 
“ Day more horrible flill, 10th of Auguft, in 
“ which the throne was annihilated, and we 
“ alfo. Till lately, crouching at the look of 
“ kings, and the nobility, the people felt them- 
felvcs honoured by one of our fmilcs j a ffnglc 
“ word from our lips made them happy, or forced 
“ them to tremble. At that time they did not 
know their ffrength j but every thing has 
“ changed : we were for a long time difficult to 
“ be perfuaded, that France could exiff; without 
“ a king and without nobles ; France has taught 
“ it us to our forrow. O accurfed day, O firff of 
“ Vendemiaire (6th year) ! how are all our pro- 
“ jc£ls overthrown ! . . . . Coalefced Europe, our 
knights of Coblentz, our heroes of the poig- 
“ nard, our black huflars of Tivoli and Italy, our 
“ marlhal Pichegru, the bells of Camille Jordan, 
“ even the homilies of Laharpe, all has been 

“ wrecked 
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wrecked againft thefe roturiers ! O 

hero of Blackcnbourg ! O my mailer ! O, my 
" king ! fuffor your rebel fubje£is to celebrate 
“ this firft of Vendemiairc ; the next year you 
lhall celebrate St. Lewis in your parilh of 
“ Verfailles j we fwear it by the holy phial, and 
on our fwords.” 

And v>e fay on our parts, “ Hail, firft of Vcn- 
“ dcmir ire, to the end of ages ! thou wert fur 
“ Frr ace what Hercules was, when he cleanfed the 
“ ^able of Augeas ; what Jupiter was, when he 
' conquered the 'I'itans j hail !” 

What proves that a decree in favour of llie 
prieftsi monks, and monkeffes had been projecled 
in the union at Clichy,_ is the ingenuous decla- 
ration • of a Carme arrefted at Saintes, in the ha- 
bit of his order. “ I'he news had been fpread in 
“ Spain,” laid the monk, “ tliat the legiflative 
“ body of France was going to put things in 
quo, relating to the religious orders ; and 
“ give us back our eflates and our convents.” 
The declaration of this Carme agreed perfcftly 
with what w'as palling under our own eyes. Drefles 
of monks and nuns had been making for fome 
time paft in Paris. This is not all : there exifis 
in the houfe of ... . Rue Honore, a focicty of 
novices, who appeared in the court, and at the 
w'indows, in ftoraachers and veils. In the fame 
houfe is a charming little refractory abbe, who 
from his window enters into converfalion with 

thofe 
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thofe beguines, and who fays to them every 
moment in a gentle tone, “ Patience, ladies, pa- 
“ tience ! the decree, is coming out, on my word 
of honour.” 


CHAP. CCXLII. 

LAW OF DIVORCE. 

This law was projedled in 1790, in the-whlu- 
ing papers of the Duke d’Orleans, of that prince 
revolutionary for his own advantage, corrupted 
and guillotined, and vvho had a virtuous woman 
for his wife. This fundamental law w-as decreed 
the 20th September 1792, in an evening litting, 
without difcullion, by fitting and riling, and 
caufed a general mourning throughout France, 
fcandalizing foreigners, Vvho have loaded us with 
fo many reproaches on account of it fince. Thofe 
who are the friends to focial order, and indeed 
all men of fenfe, acknowledged that it opened a 
wdde door to the licentioufncfs and depravity of 
manners, which was already fo general. 

It was much worfe when the convention de- 
creed the additional laws refpefting divorce, of 
the 8th Nivofe, and the 4th Floreal, 2d year, 

which 
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which have fo much favoured the diffolutenefs 
of the paflions. 

By tbofe laws, the Ample abfence of fix 
months is a fufficient plea for divorce ; and eithef 
of the parties may contraft without delay a new 
marriage : in confcquence of which, the only fe- 
male claimants fof divorce were the wives of de- 
fenders of the country, and of public fun£tion- 
aries, difiant from their home for the fervice of 
the republic. The legiflators Oudot and Pons- 
de- Verdun had even announced a new projecl 
of a law, whicli fliould make divorce more eafy ; 
but this divorcing paffion was fpcedily reprefled. 
Attornies and pleaders feized with avidity on • 
thofe fatal decrees, and a diflblution took place 
in the bonds of fociety. Every debauched, un- 
principled, ambitious, immoral man, fatisfied his 
inordinate tafte, his’ refentment, and his avarice. 
No one can imagine the abufes which liave re- 
fulted from thofe laws fo clumfily conftru£ied, 
and fo- favourable to immorality. There was no 
longer any refpe6l paid to oaths, to perfons, or 
to properties. How many private diforders have 
corrupted public morality, and is the wound 
moll difficult to cure. 

Neverthelefs, the numberlefs abufes, the hi- 
deous fyftem of libertinifm, which divorce ap- 
pears to have introduced into our manners, are 
not fo much the clTetts of the inftitution itfelf, 
as of the bad law which fanclified it at firft. Re- 
form 
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form this law, and thofe which follow it j put 
fiic'h conditions on divorce as fliould make it; 
very difficult to be obtained, and you Will fhen 
have fulfilled your duty, and conciliated the in- 
terefts of morality with that of the republic. 


CHAP. CCXLIII. 

FIGURES IN THE PORTICO OF NOTRE DAME. 

Do you remember, readers, thofe kings of the 
portico of Notre Dame, thofe unformed maffes, 
thick as elephants, which formed a long procef- 
fion in the niches of the front of the firft church 
of Paris ? All the firft race was there, and pretty 
well blackened by tune j but you might diftinguifh 
the monarchs in ftone, which was cotemporary 
with the ages in which the^ lived, and who all 
in one day have been levelled with the earth. 

Do you know w'hat is become of them? They 
lie in heaps on each other behind the church, 
where they are buried under every kind of filth. 
Their gigantic fize attracts the looks of every 
paffenger ; and their great feeptres in their hands, 
and the different and droll mutilations w'hich 

thev 
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they have received, force a fmile of pity, when 
we refleft on the Angular decrees of time, and 
‘the^ftrange ftrokes of fate. 

Chance, without doubt, rather than mifehievous 
intention, has prei'ided over this grotefque and 
humiliating degradation; but it is unncceflary 
that both fight and fmcll (hould be offended by 
their prefence. Their hifiory fmells ill enough 
already. 

A grenadier, with his pipe in his mouth, 
fcales the protuberant belly of Charlemagne, and 
lops off, without fear and without reproach, the 
emperor’s great nofe, taking a tranquil furvey of 
the other coloffufes, w'ho have ftill their crowms 
on their heads. His comrade follows his ex- 
ample, w'ithout condefeending to enquire the 
name of the vifage which he is going to disfigure. 
King Pepin is there, fword in hand, and a Hon 
under his feet, in commemoration of that which 
he killed in a combat which took place in the 
abbey of Ferrieres ; his lion and his fword remain 
motionlefs in fpite of fo many infults. 

Such isatprefent inParis the new St. Denis, or 
rather the mufeum of thofe antique and royal 
flatucs. The virtuofo, in croffing it, holds his 
nofe, fearing left thofe effigies, more ftinking than 
carcafes, fhould engender the plague. . 


CHAP- 
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CHAP. CCXLIV. 

JACOB CUPONT. 

There was in the convention one Jacob Du- 
pont, who made a public declaration at the tri- 
bune of his being an atheift. This fanfaronade, 
the value of which was duly appreciated at the 
time, was treafured up by every foreign writer 
hoftile to the revolution. They calumniated the 
whole convention, and made of us what the hard 
Janfenifts, in their theological difputes, made of 
the Molinifts. From that time the deputies have 
been confidered by certain weak-headed men as 
men capable of every crime. 

Jacob Dupont has therefore done the greateft 
inj'ury to an alTcmbly, which, I am confident, con- 
tained no decided atheifls, and tins is more than 
we have feen in fomc literary focicties lefs made 
to harbour them. 

This Jacob Dupont was a crack-brained fel- 
low, 'who ftuck up a courfe of public inftru£lion 
on the walls in Paris, and wanted to fet up his 
pulpit fometimes in the fquare of the Revolution, 
and fometimes in the church of Notre Dame. 
He taught every thing, was verfed in all fciences, 
and wrote to the two councils to be made public 
and univerfal profelfor. 


At 
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At any other time, foch a madman would have 
excited nothing butafmilci but there were fo many 
'other jugglers in different ftyles, that this man has 
not yet been able to obtain the celebrity of ridi- 
cule. 


CHAP. CCXLV. 

THE MORALIST FIHANCER. 

Honour to our own times, which, after the 
Janfenifts, the Economifts, the Maralifts, have 
engendered alfo the Mwalijis. The Financer (or 
he whom we are agreed to call by that r,atrie), 
talks alfo of morality j for there is no one but the 
banker which barters money j a financer is mo- 
deft, he would not dare to do it, efpecially when 
he fits in the legiflativc body. 

We will take the liberty here of repeating to 
the financer the argument to which he has turned 
a deaf ear, and which is, that for upwards of 
three years paft, notwithftanding the drawing 
of the lottery has been difeontinued in France, 
fpeculations in foreign lotteries have conftantly 
taken place, and even at this moment the lottery 
of Cologne, which is drawn every decade for 
the benefit of the emigrants, is eagerly followed. 

Here 
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Here the fpeculators purchafe their chances at 
private offices or of bankers, who, being all in 
direQ oppofition to the law, play a double tfick* 
on the purchafer^ either by not paying him when 
there turns up a confiderable prize, or by fubfti- 
luting falCe tickets in place of thofe really drawn. 
The true morality of the Venerables* ought to 
have been, or I am deceived, to favc the 

governed from that crowd of knaves of whom 
they are continually the dupes. 

If, therefore, no law, no prohibition, could 
flop this fury of running the chance of lotteries, 
why fliould not the government have made fo 
univerfal a paffion turn to its own advantage, 
cfpecially if it was defirous of applying the bene- 
fit to means which fhould concur to the public 
good ? This is the true point of view, under 
which we ought to confider the queftion : the 
reft is declamation, ignorance, or intentional per- 
verfity. 

It is the excefs of perfidy fo liave reprefented 
me as the champion of the loto. I have faid re- 
peatedly, that it is for mathematicians to give us 
the mode of the eftablillimentof a letter)^ founded 
on new calculations, ingenious and truly philan- 
thropical j and fince there has been a talk about 
immorality, it might take place if on one fide the 
government expofed itfelf to ajofs, or if on the 

* AUufion to the cc^cl^ of the elders, who had at firft re- 
jected every plan of aljptery. 


Other 
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Other it gained more than is allowed to a public 
game granted to that hope which is the Spring of 
aftion in every mind. To (hut the door againft va- 
grant knavery, which haunts public places with 
an impudence that nothing can reprefs ; to make 
the chances more favourable to the fpeculatorj to 
hinder purchafers from going to foreign offices;, to 
deftroy the cupidity of the private receiver and the 
moraliji financier ^ who is continually returning his 
funds ; to accelerate the drawings ; to give hope, 
confoling at every moment the moft fpeedy deci- 
fion ; to receive dcpofits from the loweft to the 
higheft price ; to force a great circulation of mo- 
ney, which conftitutes riches — this is what the 
legiflator ought to propofetohimfelf. He ought 
to ena£t neither the Sorbonnift nor the theolo- 
gian, but try to conciliate the intereft of the go- 
vernment and that of the fpeculator, fince he 
cannot eradicate a paffion inherent in man. 


B b 
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CHAt*. CCXLVI. 

NATIONAL RICHES. 

6ehold Paris ornamented with the moft glo 
rious fpoils of Greece and Italy ! Behold the 
prodigies of the arts collefted together on the 
lame fpot, which is become the depofitary of 
every thing moft curious in the world. What- 
ever you can imagine moft rare in the produc- 
tions of nature you will here find ; all the w'on- 
ders of tafte, of fcience, and of literature, arc- 
before your eyes, and you are invited every day 
to the enjoyment of them. Y ou fee nothing but 
vaft colle£lions of books and of monuments of 
every kind ; we talk of nothing but laying new 
foundations for the accumulation of new feien- 
tific treafures, and we are ncvcrthelefs every 
where faying that there is no public inftruftion. 
1 think we .mean to fay in other terms, that there 
is no public teaching, or that it is good for no-* 
thing, which comes to the fame thing. 

Public inftruflion is every where, fince at every 
ftep wc take wc find libraries, profeflbrs, and pub- 
lic IcQures. You want only eyes to ftudy na- 
tural hiftory and botany,. with the affiftanceof the 
fineft fpecimens of the produStions of the three 
Jgpgdoms you want only ey es to ftudy chy- 

miftry ; 
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niiftry ; your eyes alone are fufficient to perfect 
Yourfclf in the taflc for painting. 

TSiis vaft gallery, called the Central Mufeuni 
of the Arts, is a city of piftures j but there are 
fo many, that the eye is fatigued, and the atten- 
tion wearied ; we fee nothing, becaufe we fee too 
much. 

I do not know whether all thofc pi6tafes col- 
le£ted at fo great an expence do not mutually 
injure each other, and if the mind be not con- 
fufed amidft fuch a variety of obje&s. The 
Raphael’s, the Michael Angelo’s, the Carracci’s, 
the Titians, the Correggios, the Guidos, the Ru- 
bens, are come to find you, to affail you, to 
beg your approbation, w'^hile perhaps it was your 
bufinefs to have made the firft advance, and go 
and vifit them in their fanfiluaries. All thefe 
creations to the difdainful Parifian feem a debt, 
which is paid him, and which, ought to be paid 
him. 


B b 2 
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CHAP. CCXLVII. 

DUPIN. 

We never remember the name of Mefiner 
and his magnetic tub, but to laugh at the cre- 
dulity of the public, and the traps into which 
they fall when the charlatan is a little adroit. If 
we fliould retrace all the extravagant feenes 
which took place during the experiments of the 
German do£tor, the pifture would feem merely 
imaginary of the alTemblage of individuals who 
co-operated by the ftrangeft contortions and the 
moft ridiculous grimaces to the fame follies. An 
hundred louis muft be paid before admiffion to 
the influence of the doftrine of animal mamie- 
tifm. A few farmers-general ranked themfeivcs 
among the adepts. What proves that the moun- 
taineers had no appetite for blood, but in order 
to confifeate property, is the hafte they made in 
labouring for the death and plunder of the far- 
mers-general, It was here that the Committee of 
General Surety, though it was fufficiently immoral 
and tyrannical, furpaffed every thing which could 
be expe6led from the vileft and moft impudent 
ruffians. They commiffioned a man of the name 
of Dupin, the fame who had denounced them at 
the tribune : they charg^ this mountaineer with 

the 
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the inventory and the proces-verbal which re- 
garded the department of Paris, Acciifed of 
dila]^idation, of having made ufe of falfe feals, of 
having his hands full of various jewels belonging 
to the former farmers-general, the fighs and 
groans of their widows and their children were 
loft in air ; the devaftating executioner kept the 
fpoils with the fame impudence that Serjent of 
Paris wore on his linger the agate torn from the 
hand of one of the murdered in September, and 
thofe two murderers abufing the charafter of je- 
prefentatiycs of the people, took refuge in the 
mountain as a fort inacceffible to cries and accla: 
inations. '■ 

What is become of this monfter of iniquity, 
who rung the tocfin of death, and of an unjuft 
death, oyer fixty citizens, among whom we numr 
her Lavoifier? Exhaling around him the odour 
of crime, he' came to the prifon emptied of the 
farmers-general who had been immolated, and 
infultcd the feventy-three. I could only addrefs 
him in thefe words : “ I have the conlblation 
“ of being no longer feated by the fide of thee.”, 
How many crimes remain unpunilhed! But 
if Dupin, as well as others, have efcaped the 
vengeance of the laws, they are given over tp 
the execration of mankind. 

Tliofe farmers-general were condemned for 
having put water in the fiiuif. I faw in my 
prifon an unfortunate old man who bore my 

name. 
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name, who was the fon of the nurfe of Louis 
the XVth: he could not have made a fum of 
addition j another perfon filled his funftions. • He 
had given an hundred thoufand crowns, which 
had been exa£ted from him : he had never feen 
"me before this fatal meeting : he lamented over 
my deftiny, and I wept over his ; for innocence 
was imprefled on his forehead as it had been on 
his paft life, and in his heart.' • Oh ! who will re- 
lieve me from the remembrance of thofe bloody 
days ! But no, I will treafure it up to punifli and 
cover the authors of them with infamy. 


CHAP. CCXLVIII. 

PUNISHMENT OF ROBESPIERRE. 

Where fliall I get colours to paint the gene- 
ral cry of public joy amidft the moft horrible of 
fights, the cxplofion of that tumultuous tranfport 
which fpread, and which refounded even at the 
foot of the fcaffold?' His name, loaded with im- 
precations, was in every mouth j it w'as no longer 
the incorruptible, the virtuous Robefpierrcj the 
mafk. was fallen off ; he was delivered over to 
unlverfal execration, and made refponfible for all 

th.G 
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the crimes of both committees. The .flails, the 
fliops, the windows, were crowded ; the roofs 
wene covered with people of every clafs, who 
had only one objeft, that of feeing Robeffiierre led 
to death, 

Inftead of a dictator’s throne, he lay reclined 
in a cart, which carried alfo his accomplices, 
Henriot and Couthpn. There was a noife, a tu- 
mult around him,, which was made up of a thou- 
fand exclamations of joy, miftgled with mutual 
congratulations- His Head was wrapped round 
wdth a dirty and bloody napkin, and only half 
of his pale and ferocious vifage was feen. His 
mutilated and disfigured companions bore lefs 
refemblance to criminals than wild beafls caught 
in a gin, and which could be feized on only by 
breaking fome of their limbs. A burning fun 
did not hinder the women from expofing the 
rofes and lilies of their delicate cheeks to its rays, 
wifhing to fee the ajfajfins of their fellow-citizens. 
'Hie horfemen who efcorted the cart brandilhed 
their fabres, and {hewed him their naked points. 
This pontiff-king no longer drew after him the 
convention at ten fteps diftance from his perfon;, 
he feemed to have preferved the remains of life 
only to fatisfy divine juftice, and its terrible ven-. 
geance on hypocritical and fanguinary men. 

When he came near the place of punifliraent, 
and before the houfe where he lodged, the peo- 
ple made him ftopj and a group of women 

formed 



,?.7^ KEV PICTURE OF PARIS, 

foicn^d a . dance to the noify clappings of the 
multitude- One of thenj feized the moment, and 
Rpoftrophizing him with violence of gefture «and 
voice, exclaimed, “ Thy punifliment intoxicates 
me with joy. Defcend to hell, covered with 
** the curfes of every wife and every mother of a 
‘ family.” Robefpierre remained dumb. 

When he mounted on the XcafFold, the execu- 
tioner, as if animated by the public deteftation, 
tore rudely off the drefling put on hisw’ounds; he 
threw out the cry of a tiger ; the lower jaw then 
detached jtfelf from the upper, and flreaming 
with blood, made of this human head one of 
the moft monftrous and horrible that the pencil 
could exhibit. His two companions, not Icfs 
hideous in their tom and bloody garments, were 
the accolites of this great criminal, whofe fuf- 
ferings excited not the fmallefl fpark of pity. 
Mortally wounded, public vengeance called him 
to undergo a fecond death ; and the people 
. ruihed on in crowds, not to lofe the moment 
- when his head ihould bend under the axe where 
he had precipitated fo many others : the ap- 
plaufes continued for fifteen minutes. 

Twenty-two heads fell with his. The next 
day feventy members of the commune went to 
join their chief j they were the feme who came 
to our dungeons to carry off our food, and load 
US wj^^ infults. The, day after, twelve other 
men|Pl^ of the commune paid with their heads 

for 



KEW PICTURE OF 'PARIS. "577 ' 

for their connexion with the chief of the conlpi- 
, rators, but thefe ignoble and vulgar heads of 
mean fatellites had no names Robefpierre’s alone 
was counted. 

If he was arrefted, it was for want of cou- 
rage; had he mounted on horfeback, he might 
perhaps have been followed by the fame multi- 
tude who covered him with malediftions. Ro- 
befpierre repofed on Henriot, and on his Jaco- 
bins, but they had neither firmnefs nor boldnefs 
when they were neither executioners nofaflaffins. 
Thefe confpirators all turned pale when they faw 
themfelves ftruck by the decree which put them 
out of the law, 

. It IS frightful to rellefl that Robefpierre fell 
only becaufc the Committee of Public Safety was 
divided; had they been in accord, the bloody 
oppreffion would ftill have lafted ; two triurnvi- 
rates were quite prepared to continue the courfc 
of this incredible tyranny ; and I do not exagge- 
rate in maintaining, that the remaining members 
ftill flattered themfelves with the duration of 
that chaos, the grave of public liberty. , They 
ought, had they been wife, to have thrown ,eyeVy 
thing on Robelpierre, a^^ have declared them- 
fclves his enemies, after Having equalled, and 
fometimes furpafled him in infolence and fei^ 
city. But the thirft of doininating, and the hope 
of maftering the convention, and this means 
the reft of France, did tiot forfake tHelr hearts. 

They 
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Tlwy had, however, the impudence to be the 
accufers of him whom they had fo long ferved ^ 
as valets, and whom they would not have opr 
pofed at laft, if they had not themfelves been 
profcribed. But for that lift of profcription in 
which thc7had feen their own names, they would 
ftill have been profcribing with, and under the 
fanftipn of Robefpierre. Thofe cowards w'ere 
far beneath him whom they overthrew, and whom 
they overthrew only from fear. , 

True ’republicans, and I among the reft, re- 
mained full in dungeons, from the inconceivable 
impudence of the decemvirs, and the inexpli- 
cable cowardice of the national convention, which 
convention indeed exifted no longer on the feat^s 
where thofe deputies were crawling about, but 
where the honourable prifoners were fliut up ; it 
was we alone who ought to have arifen again, 
and reftored and given it back the majefty and 
energy which it had loft. 

Certainly wc were juflified by all the crimes 
of the accomplices of Robefpierre j but what 
man, even after thofe days of viQory and juf- 
tice; dared demand that a reprefentation of the 
people, irreproachable under every point of view, 
flrould re-appear at its poft ? It was neceffary 
to make another divifion among thefe aflaflins, 
and overthrow them one by the other till they 
were fo weak as not to be able to retard ouy 
triumphal entry. They wilhed to deftroy, in or- 
der 
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tier to reign, but not to eftablifli the republic. 
I'he event has proved that this horde of rufhans 
c®uld not bear the fight of good men, nor refpect 
that liberty to which thofe had given the firmeft 
fupport. Our looks, our names, transfixed them 
with the pain of the moft merited reproach ; and 
what evil have they done their country! as 
much as we wiflied to have done it good. Few 
amongft them have efcaped the fate which 
awaits them all j they vainly endeavour to unite 
their caufe with that of the revolution, they 
will never fucceed ; they alone have imprinted 
on it a difgufting tharafter ; and time, which 
afligns to every thing its place, has already mark- 
ed their names, and encircled th^m wdth public 
contempt and horror, whilft their hands arc co- 
vered with blood ; they are like the wife of Mac- 
beth, they cannot wipe out or turn afide their 
looks from the ineffacablo fpot. 

What rendered the fyflem of Ro.befpierre ter- 
rible was not fo much its madnefs and atrocity 
as its duration. The decemviral tyranny which 
covers us all at prefent with fo much confufion, 
would not have exiiled had there been a ditla- 
ture of thirty-fix hours; that wmuld have cruOicd 
the fucceflbrs of Robefpierre. But men hid them- 
felves one behind the other, in order to be ftill 
more atrocious and more wicked than thofe'who 
were open and avow^ed. , . 


Barrere, 
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JSarrere, Collet-, Billaud, thofe raonfters difa- 
vowed by human nature, appeared after the death 
of Robefpierrc, and fat in. the convention; fifty 
thoulknd citizens, whom they had caufed to be 
murdered, could obtain no other vengeance than 
the banifliment of their alTaflins; and it was in 
this mode that the government pafled rapidly 
from a fyftem of the mofl: d'cteftable tyranny to 
that of the moft fatal indulgence. After the 9th 
of Thermidor, it entered into compromife with 
the aflaffins, and the confpiracies fince that time 
have been the fruit of I know not what fear, or 
rather delirium, which had feized every head. 
The royal re-a£tion took place bccaufe it had 
been propofed to frame a law vyhich fliould abo- 
lilh the pain of death ^ a law which fuppofed a 
conftitution already tried, a government fcated' 
on a folid bafis, a decided national character, of 
which we had not even the elements. 

Robefpierrc and his fa6lion had made a treaty 
with Philip d’Orleans, and had faid to him, 
“ Thou llialt give us thy gold in exchange for 
our crimes.” Louvet, the courageous Louvet, 
denounced that infernal faction. The artful Bar- 
rere warded off the blow which the convention 
was going to ftrike. How many crimes would 
have been prevented by this aft of juftice ! 

Contrail the punilhraent of Robefpierrc with 
that of the Countefs Dubarry. Of what ufe was 

the 
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the murder of this woman punifhed by Vaude- 
villes, and fallen into contempt. If ftje had been 
feen getting naked out of bed, the bed of her 
royal lover, making the Pope’s nuncio hand her 
one of her flippers, and the grand almoner of 
France the other j Was this a motive for fend- 
ing her to the fcaffold ? or did they covet her 
beautiful houfe at Lucienne? The ruffians had 
often no other policy than the thirft of gold, and' 
though Robefpierre was a fanguinary monfter, we 
ihould alfo add, that he was an avaricious wretch; 
that he fold himfelf'to D’Orleans, and in the end 


CHAP. CCXLIX. 

HISTORIC POINT OF VIE'W. 

The victory of Paris over the whole of France 
when thirty thoufand armed men furrounded 
the convention, declared the defenders of order 
and property traitors to their country, and de- 
manded their heads, will be a fubje£l of eternal 
reproach from the whole of France againft this 
city. The reporter of the commiffion of twelve 
was about to name the true accomplices of Du- 
mouricr : the afiailins, the ruffians, the promoters 

of 
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it tbe whofenation. When the a£l of coifimand- 
ing the Farifian infurreftion in a minute had been 
formed,, there was no longer any liberty for uaj 
and the decemviral tyranny afTailinated both 
kgiflators and private citizens with great pomp« 
decimating them at its will and pleafure. 


CHAP. CCL. 

RESISTANCE. 

A MISPLACED, arrogant, and haughty refift- 
ance ; a retiftance too hot and obftinate at the 
firft ftep of the revolution, gave it many very con- 
fiderable advantages, for which great obligations 
are due to ye, gentlemen-ariftocrates. Nothing 
remains of the government which the revolution 
has deftroyed : but the car of the revolution did 
fo much mifchlef becaufe we threw ourfelves 
precipitately before the horfes, and even under 
the wheels. Going back has ftiil been more ter- 
rible than advancing. The coachman wjho drove 
over the leg of a poor wretch, when they cried 
out to him on all fides, ** Stop, ftop!" drew 
back, and pafSiad over his body. 


This 
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This car had to run through a vaft fpace, be* 
caufe it had been launched from a vaft height. 
The. foaming courfers and heated wheels want 
nothing fo much as repofe. 

A government at once freih and new has ma- 
nifefted its form, its power, and its life ; no one 
can deny the creation of this body politic ; it is 
young, and not lefs robuft ; it is living, and ought 
to have the aflcnt of every reafonable man ; it is 
the intercft of the whole that it exift, for the 
bcft form of government is that which arifes 
from the perfection of the mind of a nation whole 
and entire ; and as it is not to be prefumed that 
It would give itfelf up again to remembrances 
as powerlefs as they are miferably fuperftitious, 
the hope is, that it will naturally fall in with the 
government which has been juft formed, and 
which is, as it were, of ancient date, for this Am- 
ple reafon, becaufe it lives and goes on. it is 
by its aftion, and not by its duration, that we 
ought to regard it. 

If defpotifm fhould ever return in France, it 
would be the moft terrible of all tyrannies, be- 
caufe tlie intermediary powers would harafs, 
weary out, and opprefs alternately the people 
and the monarch. The defpot, having no longer 
either clergy, or nobility, or parliament to reftrain 
or conciliate, tfie rod of power would ftrike the 
people with its full fwing, and they would have 
neither organ to complain, nor means to defend 
voE, II. C c them- 
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themfdlveS: it would be a long and extermi- 
nating war. There are thus feveral degrees of 
fervitude ; but this fervitude would form an abyls 
deeper than defpotifm itfelf. The Danes were 
guilty of a moft cowardly dereli£tion of their li- 
berties j hatred againft the nobles dilated tliat 
fhameful conceflion in which they fold themfelves 
to a king. Mankind would turn away their fight 
with horror from the moft fervile flock of the de- 
graded hitman fpecies, if it was pofl'ible for us to 
imitate the Danes. 


CHAP, ecu 

FRIMAIRE, SIXTH YEAR 

It has been for a long time obferved, that 
in revolutions the habitude of encountering clan- 
gers, the facrifice of private aflfeftions, and the 
fentiment of public evils, have led men to fporr 
with life, and embarrafs themfelves little about 
dying ; but it is with pain that we have feen aflaf 
lins mount the fcaffold with an air of unconcern. 
Four, who were lately executed, gfiefled a brutal 
infenfibility ; one cried out at the moment of exe- 
cution, I. die like an honeji robber! another, call- 
ing a look on his companions, already thrown 

into 
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into the fatal hamper, faid gaily to the execu- 
tioner, Siow them then a little better ^ there will not 
*he room for me — room for him ! 

A few days lince two young girls were guil- 
lotined, who were convicted of murder; thev 
went to the fcaflPold as if it were a fealf, finging 
couplets of libertine fongs. Thefe two young 
girls, who from their fex, their figure, and their 
age, might have excited an emotion of unrefleft • 
iiig commiferation, infpired nothing but a fenti- 
ment of horror. The people clapped their hands 
as their heads fell. Charlotte Corday went to 
t>unirtiment with a countenance dreft in fmiles, 
but the did not fiilg. 

This final impenitence can be attributed only to 
'.lie unliappy triumph of a doftrine which reduces 
us all to animal automatifm; and as irreligion has 
c!ee])lv tinged the people with immorality, it is for 
ihe wifdom of legifiators, duly penetrated with the 
dioortance and dignity of their functions, to give 
a new^ courfe to religious ideas; for there is with- 
out doubt fome means of remedying this degra- 
dation of the human fpecies, which, attaching 
no value to exiftence, confidered at all times, and 
b)' all animated beings, as the greateft benefit of 
nature, mufl, in confequence of this infenfibility, 
to del'pife, forget, and, tread under foot both virtue 
;ind talent, and, in general, every thing which 
r.'iKh r them of value, and adds to their charms. 

Cc2 The 
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The CAiluffeurs have already fliocked the tribu- 
nals with the recital of their cruelties. Aflaffins 
of a new kind have juft been arrefted : they^had 
taught ^ogs to ftrangle men at the corner of a 
wood, whom they afterwards ftript at their lei- 
fure. When examined, they only obferved, It 
is not we who killed them.” 

Every thing proves the neceflity of more re- 
preffive, more firm and vigorous meafures, in the 
reform of the criminal code; for human perverfe- 
nefs, in fliaking off the reftraint of religion, has 
difplayed itfelf under a point of view moft hide- 
ous, and fubverfive of fociety. 


CHAP. CCLII. 

PANTHEONISED. 

A PERSON carried to the Pantheon after death. 
Pantheonife a fcoundrel! Even after the 9th of 
Thermidor, Marat was pantheonifed, and then 
depantheonifed. Mirabeau, accufed by the iron 
prejs of having fold himfelf to the court, was de- 
pantheonifed. The body of Lepelletier St. Far- 
geau was given back to his brother. 

It is bought that it was on the demand of the 
royalifts that Montefquieu was to be pantheonif- 
ed. 
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cd. Will Voltaire be depantheonifed at ^fome 
I’ature day ? How can we reconcile Voltaire’s 
writings and republican maxims ? 

When there is any queftion about canoniza- 
tion, w'e fee the devil’s advocate make his ap- 
pearance. Chenier, a great amateur of procef- 
fions and ceremonies, wiflied one day to fend 
Defcartes to the Pantheon. I oppofed his motion. 
Pafcal would have been of my opinion. Here 
is what I faid : 

“ Citizen reprefentatives, it is nearly one hun- 
dred and fifty years fince Rene Defcartes received 
at Paris, in a church, the honour of a funeral fer- 
vice, attended by a deputation of the parliament, 
the Sorbonne, the reftor of the univerfity, the 
four faculties, and all the theologians, logifts, 
phrafers, and ignorant naturalifts of that time. 
A rhetorician came next, who elevated his voice, 
and made his eulogium for an academical prize j 
at length he had a ftatue in marble, in the court 
fadiion, under the reign of the laft tyrant. I 
am of opinion that all thefe honours are fuffi- 
cient for the memory of Defcartes, and that his 
lhade ought to be perfedlly fatisfied. I own that 
1 alfo made in my younger days an eulogy of 
Defcartes % but I was at that time the dupe of 

names 

* It was printed in 1765. The tone of Hatfekotl was then 
a great flow of founding words. The ftilc of Thomas, the 

great 
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names held up in academies, and I did not 
then ^no'w that thegreatell charlatans of thisworkl 
were foinctimes very celebrated men. 

great pugilift in this kind, was altnoft always inflated and drawn 
out. Fremn faid wittily enough of him> I amvfe rnyf^lf in 
pricking his bladder luith Jitns. When the feafon for laughing 
comes, I fliall perhaps publifh the academico-literary hiftory 
of thofe years. The defpotifm of the grand feignetn Voltaire, 
and of his vijirs and pachas^ wdll be duly difplayed ; we fliall, 
above all, be aftoniflied to fee near two hundred men of letters 
pafsin review’, all labouringybr immorial ghry^ and whofe nainc^: 
are already buried in oblivion. 

That bureau d’efprit, called French jeademy^ has done much 
mifehief to original talents ; but it was the road to fortune for 
fuch abbt'S as confented to be fuch philofophifts. It was ne- 
ceflary, under pain of being flifled at your birth, to take the 
academical plait, . The fupplc Maury it to perfection, ard 
laughed at my want of accommodation. Maury told me twen- 
ty-three years fince, I wdll fallen myfelf on the academician?, 
who wdll crown me, and who wall, in confequence of this dif* 
tinftion, get me to preach a lent al Verfailles. 1 fliall enter 
the academy ; from this affair I fliall obtain an abbey, then 
W’e will labour in the clergy; I am refolved to iiave 60,000 
livres revenue, and then my little horfe will carry me to 
Rome. He has told me twenty times that he w’ould be a car- 
dinal; but he depended greatly for his fuccefs on his prize from 
the academy. As all tragedies arc followed l)y a farce, I 
expe^ to fee Maury pope. O Rabelais ! 

Maury alfo tried his hand at making eulogies, and if I am not 
miftaken, he had undertaken that of Dejcaites, What I recol- 
lect is, that W’e printed, in oppofition to each other, a fine aca- 
demical difeourfe on the miferies of v:ar. As the academicians 
never went there, there was neither prize nor accejfit for that 
time. There w’as never but one verfe of mine cited at tlie 
f’icnch academy, and that made a fcJnfm, This is the verfe; 

Le cccur qui n Vima point fut Ic premier athee. 

“ Throw- 



NEW PICTURE OP P^RIS. 391 

Throwing afide then that extravagance of elo- 
^qucnce fo familiar to panegyrifts, the proud pre- 
judices of nations, and even their political rivalry, 
which has but too much influence on philofophy, 
permit me to give a (ketch of the evil which Def- 
cartes has done to his own nation, whofe pro- 
grefs he vifibly retarded by the long tyranny 
of his errors : he is the father of the moft imper- 
tinent doflrine that ever reigned in France. It 
is Cartcfianifm which deftroyed experimental 
philofophy, and which formed a fchool of pedants 
inftead of a fociety of naturalift obfervers. 

•“ Nature, fays Bacon, is an immenfe book to 
devour; but we muft begin by the alphabet. 
Dcfcartes was one of thofe prefumptuous mortals 
who wanted to guefs at nature inftead of ftudy- 
ing it with refpeflful attention. He was one 
of thofe ra(h men that talk with confidence of 
their fyftcms of the world, as if they had aflifted 
at the creation. Look, fay, they, at the concep- 
tions of a great genius; behold the luxurioufnefs 
of the human mind; but others will conclude, 
and with more reafon, that there lies his extrava- 
gance. All thefe arrangers of worlds, all thefe 
fabricators of fyftems, make a world without God, 
and build a univerfe in expelling, if I may ufe 
tlie expreflion, the fupreroe intelligence. None 
fcarcely have ever underflood this fublime ex- 
preflion, Ep j'lm, qiii Jim. 
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Defcartes^ fubtle matter, his centrifugal 
force*, his globular matter, his fine duft 
which he forms the habitable globe, his whole 
fyftem of the world, in ftiort, is a delirium f- 
He next led himfelf aftray in his optical re- 
fearches. He was fantaftic and romantic even 
in his phyfiology. Def cartes' man is not the man 

of nature 5 he has not even the firft feature f. 

* *‘Give me motion and nature,” faid Defcartes,.*^ and I will 
make a world.” Yes, thou wilt make a world (for we can- 
not forbear fmiling) as a turner makes a block for a perriwig. 
Fool! and intelligence the only real and exifting caufe,and the 
initial proje£tion and the final caufe . . . , but jny three elements, 
my JirinciJtal plane^ where I lodge the foul, my unher/n! fctence. 
Alas ! I recognize thy theological tone, and nothing more, 
mounted only on an anti-peripatetick mode. To replace ridi- 
culous aflertions by aflertions not lefs ridiculous, what an ef* 
fort ! 

f This hollow brain made the filenum. He had at firft deter- 
mined for the vacuum^ but father Marfenna^ a minion, having 
written tc^him that they laughed prodigioufly at Paris at the va- 
cuumj he turned back to the fide of the Jilenum, 

J Ambrofe Par6 has rendered the greateft fervices to huma- 
nity on this queftion ; ,but his works were the rcfult of faft and 
experiment ; the name of a man who had not publifticd great 
dreams was never pronounced with emphafis. 

Ambrofe Par6 had written; the immortal Bacon had written: 
Defcartes read neither. I am aftonifhed that fo little is faid 
about Gajfendi\ it is probably becaufe he was of a religious turn 
of mind, becaufe he was not dogmatical, and becaufe he did 
not pretend to hold in his hand the key of the univerfe, 

Defcartes finiflied one of his chapters by thefe words. And 
this is the great /caret of the myjiery of generation. Has not the 
poet Buffon attempted alfo to myftify us with his organic mole- 
cules, a lefs pleafant thing however, than his incandefetnt globe, 
which afterwards mU\ and his comets, chips from the fun, 
&c,? 


While 
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While natural philofophyandchymiftry,rege- 
, nerated In our days, and rifing from the long deep 
of* death, which the feff of the author of the 
Tour billons had imprinted on them, admit no other 
difcoveries but fuch as are confirmed by experi- 
ment, abjuring all hypothefes, (liall we bear to the 
Pantheon the remains of that vifionary who fo 
long retarded the pro<nulgation of phyfical truths, 
who made no experiment, who even difdained 
them, and who conftantly wandered from eveiy 
path that led to obfervation? Strange contradic- 
tion! After having advanced that all fcience 
ought to begin by methodical or preparatory 
doubt, faithlefs to his own maxim, he was the 
firft to affirm what he did not underftand. How 
long a time, and to the ffiame of true fcience, 
was fcientific France fervilely attached to the 
vifions of Defcartes! He allied to this want 
• of reafon, which builds dreams on dreams, that 
audacity which forces men afterwards to adopt 
them. His partifans imprinted a theological tint 
on his phyfical errorsj it was the vice of the time 
I agree ; but what is it but a tyrannical fyftem, 
which clips the wing of every other fyftem more 
fuited to the progrefs of fa£ls and experiment. 
He was neverthelefs a geometrician, if he was not 
a great philofopher. The application which 
Defcartes firft made of algebra to geometry, a fine 
invention, though inferior to the application which 
Galileo had made of geometry to nature, is his 

great 
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great glory in the phyfico-mathematical Icicnccs. 
j\o pcrfon will conteft this with him, and it is 
the only difcovexy w'hich juftifies the pompous 
eulogies which have been lavilhed on him 5 and 
this is the only title on which is founded that na- 
tional partiality fo fatal to mankind, in confe- 
quence of which Fontenelle ventured to place 
Dcfcartcs in a parallel with Newton. This bcl 
cfprit faid (and the crowd of panegyrifts have con- 
tinually repeated it) that we muft pafs. by the 
Tourbillons to arrive at the true theory of the 
world ; as if error could ferve as a ftep-ladder to 
truth ; as if Defcartes, coming after Kej)ler and 
Galileo, had not had under his hand, as w'ell as 
Newton, the true elements of the theory of the 
univerfe ; and as if any other thing w^as wanting 
than the great art of putting them in pra£lice. 

“ The French were fo much the more cafily 
and more ftrongly led away by the opinions of their 
adoptive philofophy, as this nation has a lively 
tendency towards the pleafiircs or wanderings of 
tiie imagination. Jeajous even- of their errors, 
they wilhed to remain in peaceable pofleifion, and 
for forty years repelled the fame truths which our 
neighbours feized with avidity, and idolized as 
loon as they appeared. Maupertuis w'as the firft 
who had the courage to declare himfelf a New- 
tonian ; a crowd of adverfaries rofe up againft 
him, fupporting thenifelvcs by the operations 
made with fo little exafinefs in France j and it 


was 
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was in order to filence thefe enemies of truth that 
two companies of mathematicians undertook to 
ferify at a great expence, the one at the polar 
circle, the other at the equator, what Newton had 
difeovered without going out of his clofet. The 
rcfult of thefe two celebrated operations confirm- 
ed the Newtonian theory ; but Newton was held 
in no higher refpe6l than truth. Clairant and 
D’Alembert, not knowing how to combine their 
calculations with the movement of the apogee of 
the moon, imagined they had fliewn the falfity of 
the primordial law of attra£tion, and caufed their 
memorials to be printed with an air of triumph. 
At length they perceived that the error was in 
the calculation, and rendered a tardy and forced 
homage to the genius of Newton. 

I will not here fpeak of Defcartes’ metaphy- 
fjcks, becaufe there arc no longer any metaphy- 
ficians after the adorer Plato •, becaufe order and 
harmony are every thing j becaufe there is no- 
thing real but intelligence ; becaufe the being who 
has no confeioufnefs of his being is as if he did 
not exillj becaufe the breath of the divinity is 
in us ; becaufe this foul, diftinft from that which 
we fiiare with animals, compofes our morality, 
and is neither bound nor fubjc6t to bodily organs. 
Never does Defcartes in his books adore, as New- 
ton has done, that great, that firft mover, that 
only intelligence, which had projected ■* for ages 
known to itfelf alone the initial plan of the uni- 

verfe. 
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verfe. An initial impulfion was wanted to fliake 
the celeftial fpheres j it was uniform, as well as 
the caufe which ordained it. Unhappy he who 
fees nothing but fenfelefs agents, forced aggrega- 
tions, pullies, wheels, cordage, atoms, tourbillons, 
and who does nothing but trace geonictiical 
figures!. Is it aftonifliing that the final as well 
as univerfal plan fliould efcape him? 

Defcartes was half w'ay on the road to the 
higheftorderoftruthsjwhenhereligioufly maintain- 
ed innate ideas ; but it appears that he had not the 
intimate conviftion of the deus ejl in nobis, when he 
withdrew himfelf from Plato, and loft himfelf in 
a fcholaftic logomachy. He made nothing of this 
luminous principle, and was therefore as if he 
had advanced nothing. The fentiment cf the 
fair, the juft, and of confcience, do net ack j "^ 
ledge fenfations for their fource ; confeic , 
not an accident; this is what he ought -iy 
to have faid, and what he did not fay ; he has 
not therefore been able to raife himfelf to the 
height of the queftion. Locke ind Condillac 
afterwards came to poifon us with their grofs 
reafonings on the human underftanding. Blind 
mortals ! they had the cataraft, the gutta ferena 
of the foul; they were unenlightened by the torch 
which they held in their hands *; they have never 

felt 

* Man a ternary being. — Let a fervile difciple of Locke 
itll me on what fibre plays remorfe, which at the end of thirty 

years 
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felt the intimate connexion of man with uni- 
\’erfal harmony, connexion fo independant of 
th^ fenfes. What droll metaphyficians are meta- 
phyficians who are not fpiritualifts ! . Senfations 
never make moral ideas any more than printing 
types form the Iliad. Morality and the will are 
every thing, order every thing, and moral inftinft 
i*; unceafingly freed from material organization. 

*- Is il not aftonifliing that this doftrine of So- 
rr?tes, Plato, and Marcus Aurelius, fliould have 
been trodden under foot in our days, and that we 
Oio’ild have forgotten the Savoyard curate's pofef- 
fujii of fa 'dhy which embraces the wlfdom of the 
inghefl antiquity? Ye who have been anxious to 
govern men and make laws by throwing afide 
dictr and religious ideas, all your fteps 

' ■“’.ch v nh ihc profane immorality of a gc- 
n. ’ which ‘ve have feen for the firft time, 
perhaps, he alliance of the impetuous paffions of 
the favage and )f the depravity of civilized life, 
i have often ■'••ought wdth myfelf, what then 
are the principles, which from being either badly 

years overwhehus tlie foul of an aflaffin, appointed the jud^e 
of an innocent man accufed of his crime, and which makes him 
cry out, It h I •who am the guilty man, and not he\ 1 infijl on. 
finding relief in the punijhmcnt which was pnjiared for hint. O 
moral inftinct, divine ray, thou lioldefl; to the fpirituality of 
our foul pure emanation of a good and intelligent caufe; it is 
thou who exifteft, and what is not thee (taken in a philofo- 
phic fenfe) does not exiA at all. 


felt 
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sys 

felt or comprehended, have vitiated fo manv 
heads ? and I have thought that I had difeovered. 
in the attempts made againft the fpirituality ,ol 
man, the truth of that infernal fpirit which has 
provoked fo many feenes of mourning and car- 
nage. Man has ceafed to be the mirror of the 
divinity * this mirror has been broken without 
pity or remorfc; daring- naturalifts have made the 
way for the reign of thofe guilty philofophers v.;ho 
arc anxious to explain every thing by the bodily 
■fenfes, and who would reduce every thing to ob- 
je£ls purely phyfical. Fatal philofophy, which 
hall only fought to animalifc man ! it is thou who 

* Jacob Dupont dt^clarek at the tribune that lie is an atheift, 
a fanfaronnadc wbicii lent arms to calumny againft the national 
convention, and which loft its confidence through the whole 
of Europe; fo dangerous is a fingle madman! Daiiton, ftecd- 
ing a phrafe from Button, exclaims, 'Natinc emburrnjjts hrfdj 
but little indlviclnah^ fne is inte^cjlt'd enh for //c /y/tY.vj, aij.i 
applies inhumanly to politics the thouglil of the natiiraiift 
Thefe plagiaiiils c omprehendtcl the t^iil which word', 

might do when they were unnaturalized. It is by ftealiiig phi- 
lofopliical ideas, and traufiating them into the idiom of folly, that 
we have witfielTed thofe times of extravagance and delirium in 
which, at the voice of a tribune, tiie hideous image of atheifrn 
prefented itfelf to our looks in every direftion in thefe defolat- 
ing words, Death is an eternal And can w'e, without hav- 
ing the laugh of the world raifed anew againft us, recal to its 
remembrance that decree which gave back its creator to the 
iiniverfe. Take care to obferve that it was during the total 
abfence of religious ideas that the greateft cruelties met, indc* 
pendcntly of the executors and accomplices, with the greateft 
number of cold and impaflible witneftes : they faid, The gviU 
lotine is a very mild funifnnent^ hfjzdss^ death is an etsfnal 
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haft formed a callus in the fouls of all our mur- 
derers, who have ceafed being men, for I have not 
y^t heard them exclaim, with the voice of repent- 
ance, IVe have been monjiers ! 

" It is fince the. time of this fabricator of an 
ideal world, and in imitation of him, that proud 
geometry, ftepping out from its domains, has come 
with the frigidity of its method, the rudenefs of 
its barbarous terms, and the nothingnefs of its 
abftraftions, to excrcife an air of felf-fufficicnc} 
on every kind of fubjeft. Almoft all the fciences 
have been infefted with it ; every thing is em- 
broiled in an immenfe chaos of calculations ; the 
moft filly hypbthefcs, the moft abfurd fyftems. 
have been accredited by means of this kind oi 
charlatanifm j reafon has often been compelled 
to hold her peace before the oftentatious exhi- 
bition of algebraical calculations; a certain re- 
putation, an affirmative tone, and figures of gri- 
mace, have made the moft contradiftory propo- 
fitions be received as frutlis *. 

* We do not here fpeak againflf geometry, but agalnil the 
inveterate abufe of its language, which has been tranfported 
into politics : it has neverthelefs its dangerous fde. Let him, for 
inftance, who likes it, love the produftions of that fad and cold 
geometry which calculates the means of deftroying the ramparts 
which it has itfelf raifed tor the defence of man, and which 
perhaps even does not look on itfelf as having reached the fum- 
mit of its art, until it has triumphed over itfelf, and caufed wliat 
has coll whole years to raife to be dellroyed in an inllant. 


The 
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“ The*abufe of this language dates from Defcar- 
tes, who gave the dangerous example even in his 
private letters j but at leaft he did not exercif^it 
on politics, for he wrote nothing on this fubje£f. 
Social mechanifm, which is ftill (or nearly fo) a 
fccret for the eighteenth century, was then fub- 
jefted to a fort of filent admiration. The court 
oCChriftiana, her travels in Holland, in Germany, 
in Italy, in England, infpired him with nothing, 
not a pbrafe that we can quote on this head ; he 
was born for an imaginary world. During tin 
holding of the ftates of the kingdom, affernbled at 
Paris in 1614, Defcartes did 'not fay a word. 

“ lie wrote on morality, on which it is almoft 
impoflible to fpcak ill ; and he had for his dif- 
ciple that fantaftic queen of Sweden, who was a 
vagrant throughout Europe, and afforded France 
the fight of an affaflination before which all l!'.;: 
philofophers of the time kept a profound filence. 
It would not . appear that the morality of Defcartes 
had greatly influenced the heart of Chriftina, who 
thought herfelf a philofopher bccaufe flie laughed 
at the pope, and had added the reveries of her 
matter to the vain reveries of a woman and of a 
crowned head. 

“ But although Defcartes ttiould have been 
a wife philofopher, a patient and attentive ob- 
ferver of nature, a Spallanzani^ are we here to 
build the palace of fame, to diftribute degrees 
among philofophers and naturalifts ? We rnufl 

have 
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have the tribunal, or the evidence of many ages, 
to form a true judgment of the man of genius. 
"Mature fmiles at our vain fyftems, which, fcarcely 
adopted, crumble away. Reputations alternately 
fall and vanilh, becaufe univerfal laws go on 
invariably and without cealing, whilft our opi- 
nions are moveable and changing ; it is ignorance 
always which has deified error, an admiration in 
truft is what defpotizes over our credulous under- 
ftandings. If the author of Genefis be not in 
great repute as a naturalift ; for fometimes his 
fyftem gains, at other times, at lead fome part 
of his ancient narrative, feems better confirmed 
by fafts than other fyftems of natural philofophy, 
let us modeftly own that we are fomewhat in- 
capable of claffing thefe great reputations, and 
let us reflect that a new experiment only may be 
wanting to diflipate in a moment all our pompous 
reafonings, and cover them with the fame ridicule 
as we have covered thofe of the ancients. Chy- 
miftry will perhaps prove to us to-morrow,: that 
there are but two elements inftead of four. We 
are on the brink of a world altogether new; let 
us not hurry our apotheofesj 1 have witnefted the 
birth and death of many reputations .who had 
alfo made their romance of the univerfe. 

“ The Pantheon is a republican temple j let us 
referve it for the heroes arid raart)n:s of the revo- 
lution. Leave the boojes of pefcartes, as well as 
all other bppksj» to the endlefj difputes of men; let 
VOL. II. D d us 
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US rot decree a privileged crown ; this would be 
offering incenfe to ourfelves, and opening too 
wide a field to fubtle and idle difcuffions. »Let 
us leave the land of chimeras; and march on folid 
ground; let us attach ourfelves to republican vir- 
tues, which wear an inconteftible phyfiognomy, 
and of which we are the firft and the real judges. 
May he who fhall have ftied his blood for his 
country receive the homages of that country. 
May the pen of the legiflator place itfelf by the 
fide of the fword of the warrior ; but may other 
pens, when the fanftion of ages is neceffary either 
to decide on their tranfcendency, or mature their 
ufefulnefs, go and feek for honours in another 
fanftuary. 

“ The republic of letters has its laurels as well 
as its debates ; let us riot enter into its difcuf- 
fions, nOr diftribute its palms ; let us ftore up our 
great men, that is to fay, thofe who in the mofi 
aftonifliing, as well as moft terrible of political 
commotions, fiiall have preferved an equal mind, 
a firm and republican character; fuch men we 
may appreciate and honour. 

" Our predecellbrs, more fixed and folid in their 
ideas of regeneration, would not have embarralfed 
themfelves with hewing out literary ftatues, for 
thefe are raifed and thrown down at the fport of 
men’s fancies ; they would not have opened the 
doors of the Pantheon to that great pdet, that 
grand corrupter, who flattered every king, all the 
• " great. 
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great, and all the vices of his age j who-careffed 
every licentious error accredited in courts ; who 
was^ndeccivcd even in his Brutus, through which 
his monarchical genius pierces in fpite of all the 
llrength of his fubje£l He did not know how 
to ftrike at fuperftition without giving a mortal 
wound to morality ; unlike Hercules, who trans- 
fixed the Centaur without killing the beautiful 
Dejanira. 


* If you wifh to fee him quite at his eafe^ read thefe verics 
rtf Adelaide and Guefcliii : 

Le pur fang de Clovis eft toujours adore : 

Tot on tard il faudret que de ce tronc facrt% 

Les rameaux devifes et courbes par Porage, 

Plus unib etplus beaux foientnotre unique ombrage. 

The death ofCaefar has been talked of, but in this piece little 
is wanting that Csefar does not become an objeft of regret. 
Tills bad and faithlefs imitation of Shakefpeare proves that Vol- 
taire did not feel in the Englifli poet the concentrated part of 
Brutus, and that he did not underftand this hiftorical and dra- 
matical maftcr-piece. 

Voltaire praifed for fifty years the moft immoral man of the 
age, the Duke of Kichltcu j lie made verfes for Pomjiadour^ for 
Dubany, for all the princeffes and their chambermaids, and for 
every minifter in place. Excrcifing a literary defpotifm ana- 
logous to his ardent jealoufy againft every kind of fuccefs ; he 
flattered every thing that was fervile and fawning, in orfer to 
fnuff up the fmoke of their incenfe. He cajoled Frederick ; 
and when he died, he placed oil his tomb the moft virulent of 
latires againft his hero. The Age of Louis XlFth^ the Age of 
Louis XFth, and the panegyric of this laft, are proofs that he 
was a conftant flatterer, upt of royalty, but what is very diffe- 
rent from it, of kings. 

D d 3 He 
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“ He faw nothing in the Theodiese of Lebnitz, 
the fineft of books, but the fubjeft of the ro- 
mance of Candide, that wretched production, 
which .attacks the confolatory do6trine of pro- 
videjice. Together with his eternal fardonic 
fmile, he has bequeathed us a fliameful Pyrrho- 
nifm, and with it perhaps that cruel levity which 
makes us glide over virtues as well as crimes. 
The writings of the author of the Pucelle * and 
republican manners will never aflbeiate. The 
phyfiognomy of Voltaire (I fvvear in the name of 
public decency) will never be an antique phyfiog- 
nomy. 

“ Let us take care then henceforth not to 
pantheonize fo lightly, for we ought to be ido- 
laters no longer. The Pantheon has already 
been twice fulliedf. • Let us duly penetrate 
ourfelves with this but little acknowledged and 
ill felt truth, that we have not the true and 
fure fcalcs fit to weigh thinking heads with 
exaftnefs. Our learned men, or thofe who call 
themfelves fo, who thought they had furmounted 
a hoft of prejudices, are in fa6f the men moft un- 

* What an inroad into our morals has this writing made. 

’ I appeal to experience, it is the code of onr youth, who know it 
by heart* Talk then, after that, of Socrates^ Plato, Epii^ctiL , 
Marcus Aurelius, and Seneca How the ftatue of J. J. Ronf- 
feau repulfes that of its neighbour* 

t Even if Mirabeau had faid as the ancient captain Ejjami' 
nofidas^ ^ We believe that it is with money, as with every other 
thing, that there are honeft means of giving and receiving, and 
that there are alfo difhoneft/^ 

der 
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der fubjeftion to them j none among^ them know 
\vhich of our opinions will be uppermoft in fifty 
years, or which of our books will aftonifti, inftrua, 
or charm pofterity. PrepoffelTion is the lot of 
the French and this is the fatal work of aca- 
demies f j from their prefumption in judging of 

every 

* If each of us after his talle, his alFeftions, bis preju- 
dices, or even Lis (.onvi(5lion, fliould place his favourite author 
as :r/oi in the Pantheon, this temple would in a (liort time be no- 
thing but a pagoda. 

f How much nearer is he who ii) hlent adoration at the mag- 
nificence o^ a ftarry heaven, feels a fecret and deep charm in 
the contchnplation of the heavenly bodies— how much nearer is 
he the great and good author of nature, the father of all men, 
than all thefe fyftem-iuongcrs, who, buried in geometrical pro- 
blems, arc fo fijiicamifli in pronouncing the name of God, a^s if 
it was a name fit only lor the vulgar. Mofes, Mahomet, Zo- 
roafter, Confucius, Marcus Aurelius, Newton, and Euler, never 
pronounced this name but with reverential awe ; this is be- 
caiife the foul (the foul which we hold from him) feels and 
perceives him. Some of our altronorners have been looking at 
the heavens all their lives; but, alas! they have never feen 
that great heaven. O ])cctora caeca ! 

Profound fpeculatifts, tell me then zu/r.' } my am. Indore.^ 
and this is the beginning of fcience as v.'ell as of wifdoin. I 
adore and proftrate myfelf, and never feel myfelf more ftrong, 
more happy, more enlightened, than in this fympathetic 
coiineftioa with heaven. How fupcrlor to Defcartes, Pafeal, 
(who was alfo a geometrician) appears to me, when he faid, 
All our rt'afoning reduces itfrlf to fent intent \ let man J cel his value ^ 
it is great ; and vohat reveals his grandeur to him is^ that he kutr^vs 
htmjtlf to be vcretched, I do not know a finer thought. 

Foltahct who daring a very long life has never had more 
than from eighteen to fuienty-twayears^ has criticifed Pafeal with* 
o\it comprehending him ; he alfo took the liberty of calling 
Clarke vn moulin au raifonnement, two words abfolulely contra- 
o diftory ; 
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every thing, they have unlearnt us to read what is 
under our eyes. The real glory of writers does not 
depend on us, it is confirmed or deftroyed by rime 
alone; their apotheofis is in their books, and no 
where elfe. Let us leave them to die or live in 
their works. As for the true glory of republicans, 
it is and ought only to be in a greater fum of li- 
berty and happinefs. Let us not be offended at 
the fuperiority of an Englifliman ; Newton be- 
longs to the world. Let us be no more jealous 
of him than of Taflb or Virgil. Let us not be 
creating particular rivalries, nor place in oppo- 
fition to each other ihofe men who belong to 
every age and every country ; let us above all 
take care not to renew, and after another fafliion, 
the ridicule of canonizations, left the modern be 
laughed at as well as the ancient. 

When a perfect equality reigns amongft the 
dead, and after we have fcattered the proud duft 
of tombs crowned with trophies or lying mar- 
bles, • let us not revive a worn-out idolatry, and 
carry about in proceffion worm-eaten bones ; let 
us open a hook of life, and let the names of men 

diAory ; but he wanted to make the French laugh ; it was his 
part, like PrevilU on the ftage. How many profound author;? 
are forgotten ! Clarke and Cudworth, who have written with fo 
much force, clearnefs, and fentiment, againft materialifts, arc 
fcarccly ever cited in France. We have immenfe libraries, 
«nd we never read ; writings have been deftroyed by books. 


of 
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of genius be written therein This will be 
fufficient, and will fpare the people thofe coftly 
fet^s, thole fuperfluous expences, . that wafte of 
time incurred by thefe ceremonies, which have 
fometimes alfo a Angular and uncouth afpe£t. 

“ What iignifies it to the people that the author 
of toiirbillons and of fubtle matter, Defcartes, be 
the writer ot a romance, ora fcientific genius? 
When they fee his ftatue pafs, they will look at 
it with the fame eyes as at that of the Grand 
Lama ; they will find out neither the end nor the 
necefljty of fuch an apotheofis f. How many 
men in this great city are abfolutely ftrangers to 
Defcartes and his doQrine. There are not thirty 
in this commune who have read the books of 
Defcartes, ^ 

“ I conclude by demanding that the legiflativc 
body, erefling itfelf neither into an academic 


* If Defcartes is abfolutely to be pantheomzed> I fliallmake 
no farther oppofition; but I fliall certainly infift that that vile 
matter which is not Defcartes^ be not carried to that edifice- I 
fliall move that they carry his name. 

4 Of what fcrvicc is this fumptuous edifice ? To harbour 
rats, bats, and the coffin of poor , J, J. Rouffean, who during 
his lifetime wanted wood to warm himfelf. With what that 
dome has coft we might have built thirty convenient, healthy, 
and airy houfes of charity. O cruel architeSs ! and you pain- 
ters, ftaiuaries, decorators ! dangerous, ufelefs artifts, devourers 
of the republic, and of every private fortune, who would 
exhaufl mines of gold with your varying and ruinous caprices, 
enemies of the true, moral, confolatory, andnurfing arts-!—- — 
You fliall not efcape my booh. 


corps. 
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corp$, nor lowering itfelf to the fcntiment of 
national vanity, leave the memory of Defcartes 
to live and die in his works, and alfo the repeal 
of the decree of the 2d of Oftober* 1793 (old 
llile), which orders the tranllatlon of his allies to 
the Pantheon.” 


CHAP. CCLIIL 

EVERY THING IS OPTICAL, OR THE SPORT OF 
OPTICS. 

How different are things when they are near, 
from what we judge them at a diftance. Every 
thing wears a deceiving appearance. Paris is 
defcribed as overturned by every political commo- 
tion, and children placed on the fpit by the canni- 
bals who took the Baffille and the chateau of the 
Tuilleries. It is the wind which carries the re- 
port of the gun to a diftance, we hear lefs of it 
by its fide. 

The famous fitting which decided the fate of 
ijouis the X Vlth lafted feventy-two hours. Any 

!***' What epocha ! It was on the eve of that day when 
^mar went coolly and tranquilly to moyc at the tribune the 
death of forty-two reprcfentatives of the people, and the arrcft 
of fcventy •three. The Convention did not breathe then, I think, 
in an atmofphere very philofbphicaW 


one 
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one would undoubtedly fuppofe that the houfe 
was a fcenc of meditation, iilencei and a fort of 
reljgious terror ; not at all, the end of the hall 
was transformed into a box, where ladies, in 
charming negligees, were eating ices, oranges, 
and drinking liqueurs, and receiving the compli- 
ments and falutations of comers and goers. The 
huifliers on the lide of the Mountain a£l:ed the 
parts of the openers of the opera boxes ; they 
were employed every inftant in turning the key in 
the doors of the fide galleries, and gallantly efcort- 
ing the mifireffes of the Duke of Orleans Egalite, 
caparifoned with three-coloured ribbands. 

Although every mark of applaufe or difappro- 
bation was forbidden, neverthelefs on the fide of 
the Mountain the duchefs dowager, the amazon 
of the jacobin bands, made long ha, ha’s 1 when 
Ihe heard the word death ftrongly twang in her 
ears. ^ 

T’je lofty galleries deftined for the people dur- 
ing the days which preceded this famous trial, 
W'ere never empty of ftrangers and people of 
every clafs, who drank wine and brandy as if it 
had been a tavern. Bets were open at all the 
neighbouring coifee-houfes. 

Liftleflhefs, impatience,and fatigue, were mark- 
ed on almoft every countenance j each deputy 
mounted the tribune in his turn, and every one 
was- alking when his turn came. Some deputy 
came, I know hot who, fick, and in his morning- 

gown 
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gown and night-cap. This phantom caufed , 
good deal of diverfion in the aflembly. 

The countenances of thofe who went to Jhe 
tribune, rendered more funereal from the pale 
gleams of the lights, and who in a flow and fe- 
pulchral voice pronounced only the word death ! 
All thefe phyflognomies which fucceeded one 
another, their tones, their different keys D 'Or- 
leans hifled and groaned at when he voted the 
death of his relation ; fome calculating if they 
ihould have time to dine before they gave their 
vote j whilft women with pins w^ere pricking 
cards, in order to count the voices; deputies who 
fell afleep, and w'hom they were forced to awra- 
ken in order to vote ; Manuel, the fecretary. Hid- 
ing away a few votes in order to favc the un- 
happy king, and on the point of being put to 
death in the corridors, as a punifliment for his in- 
fidelity ; thefe feenes can never be deferibed as 
they pafled, it is impoflible to figure what they 
were, nor will hiftory be able to reach them. 

Such has been the cafe with each of the memo- 
rable days that have taken place ; I was there, 
and never knew where I was, or comprehended 
the danger in which I was involved, or all the 
Angular things that furrounded me. 

I faw the head of Feraud borne on a pike, and 
I can give no account of his aflaflination ; I faw 
Henriot give the word of command to the canno- 
neers, and I know not how I got free and to my 

owm 
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own houfe. I learnt news of the vicbry of the 
13th Vendemiaire when feated in my curule 
chair, and I did not yet know if there had been a 
battle. I ran to the palace of the Luxemburgh 
on the 18th of Fru£lidor, without knowing the 
importance of that da^ ; I never believed in the 
infolent and fanguinary audacity of the Moun- 
taineers, becaufe I was near them j I faw the in- 
ftant when Du/ierret gave the fignal of falling on 
forty wretches, who Ailed themfelves exclufively 
the founders of the republic, and of ridding both 
France and the world offuch monftersj that held 
to a thread; the cote droit for a long while loft 
the majority, only becaufe they had too much 
contempt for their adverfaries. None of us had 
any faith in their inconceivable triumph. I fay 
again, every thing is optical ; it is impoflible to 
furnifti any adequate defeription ; the Mallet du 
Pans, for want of being with us, and of writing 
on the fpot, Iketch nothing but images of their 
own fancy ; every thing is falfe, lying, exagge- 
rated, out of the vifual line; all their reports are 
like old almanacks, and nothing they fay is cither 
applicable to the morning or the evening. 

As every revolutionary crifis is cpnlpofed of in- 
finitefimals, thefe form the effential balls of every 
event. In general, the obferverhas had reafon to 
be aftonillied, becaufe all thefe events have not 
only been unforefeen, but were beyond the belief 
of every man of fenfe. And how could we have 

formed 
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formed any idea of fuch an excefs of ufelefs cru- 
elty,- of fuch abominable extravagance, without 
any end ; a doftrine like that of Marat’s finding 
enthufiafts bacchantes fans-culottifed and ad- 
mired in proportion as they made themfelves hi- 
deous ; and Robefpierre, aided by the commune, 
fubjefting to his arbitrary ’will thofe men who 
were as ambitious and as profligate as himfelf. 

1 have witnefled the triumph of loquacious and 
infuriated vulgarity, but I never could have be- 
lieved it the day before, becaufe I never could 
have admitted the delirium or lethargy of a whole 
nation, nor of power placed in the hands of inca- 
pacity and folly. Impudent crime, as it feemed 
to me, ought to have concealed itfclf in the 
(hades of night j I have feen it courted and ap- 
plauded. 

Notwithftanding which, thofe who are at a dif- 
tance from the feene pretend to explain the 
caufes of fuch and fuch events of the revolution, 
and they only confound time, places, and per- 
fons. 

How will the hiftorian get out of this laby- 
rinth ? How will he avoid the fvvay of his own 
opiaion, when thofe who have the moft penetrat- 
ing eyes have had fuch , difficulty in feizing the 
point of view, and of fixing an objeft in fuch ex- 
treme and continual change of pofition? 

It will be almoft an impoffible talk to write 
the hiftory of the revolution till half a century has 

elapfed. 
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clapfed, becaufe its agents, ftill more variable 
than their pafiions, often efcape the eye, though 
if. follow them attentively, and the principles 
which diredled the day were no longer thofe of 
to-morrow. How write fuch a hiftory, if yon 
iofe the link of each day ? for fome events have 
taken place in a manner fo unexpeSed, that 
they feem to have been created, and not be- 
gotten. 

The cannon-ball which cut the chain of the 
draw-bridge of the Baftille, vrould twelve hours 
fooner or later have remained without any efFe£t j 
and if, on the day in which Robefpierre reftored 
the Supreme Being to France, he had had the wit 
to open all the prifons, and proclaim the reign 
of clemency, like the Supreme Being, he would 
have erefled for himfelf at the fame time both a 
throne and an altar. 

How many aftors on this great theatre! Some 
playing the part of Mahomet, others C 9 ntenting 
themfelves with the fubaltem charaflers of the 
Scid. You might as well fix the colours of the 
clouds as attempt to paint their phyfiognomies. 
if you are aftoniflied that fo many crimes have 
been committed, you naturally enquire how fuch 
and fuch men ftopt in their ci^reer, or how they 
ftrayed out of their way ? Great images, when 
near ur^, are not the fame; all 'thofe injurious epi- 
thets given to our revolution, to its authors, and 

. its 
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its partizans, fall to the ground when we fee if 
purfuing its march quite alone, and at thofe times- 
when it had no fupport. The names of republic, 
of rejirefentative government^ of hatred to hereditary 
governments^ have operated on every brain. The 
deftruflion of privileges, and the necelTity of dc- 
ftroying them, were univerfally felt. 

War rages in Europe, but its angry waves are 
iappingand undermining thrones. The potentates, 
jealous of retaining their ftern domination, and 
coalefcing with each other to keep the human 
race in chains, confpirc agiinft the nation which 
has given the rapid fignal of liberty to the w'orld. 
They confpire in vain; thefe kings, aftonidied 
to fee the feeptre with which they oppreffed 
their fubjetls, efcaping at length, from their hands: 
their confpiracy is madnefs ! the time of privileges 
is pall. 

And it is in order to maintain their privi 
leges, to put birth in the place of virtue, ti- 
tles in the Head of labour, that a few men have 
feparated themfelves from their equals, and are 
anxious to exercife their vengeance. Yes, it is 
a war for privileges which has devoured Europe. 
They are in open hoftility with human reafon, 
and what is the force by which its voice can be 
filenced ? 

Inclofe a fingle'barrel of powder in the centre 
of the globe; the ftronger the preflure, the greater 
the explofion. It is the fame with the rights of 

man ; 
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man; attempt to annihilate them, and they are 
inftantly eftablifhed ; that is, in other terms, their 
triumph is henceforth fecure in every time and 
place. 


CHAP. CCLIV. 

DECREE, 

By a decree of the executive direSory of the 
fixth year, every journal or periodical writing in 
•which the old sera, which exifts no longer for 
French citizens, ihall be henceforth joined to the 
new sera, even with the addition of the words 
(old ftile) as has been indecently praSifed hither- 
to, fliall be prohibited. This article, at firft fight, 
does not appear of very great importance ; but in 
the eyes of every reflecting republican it is evident 
that under the new regime we muft tear up the 
laft root of the old. 

Since the 14th of Germinal, fixth year, the 
directors of the theatres are obliged to regulate 
their reprefentations according to the republican 
calendar, and reprefent exaCtly every decade, and 
the days of national fttes, without attending to 
Sundays and the fites of the old calendar, when 

thofe 
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ihofe days do not occur either with an ordi- 
nary day of amufenaent, or with a day of 
national fete, or with a decade. Every theatre 
in contravention to this decree of the direftory, 
was to be fliut up ; neverthelefs there will be al- 
ways feme theatres open on Sundays. Go on 
tbofe days into our churches, and you will fee a 
crowd fo much greater, as they go in gratis. 


CHAP. CCLV. 

MARGARITA. 

The f rieft MargaritOy vicar of St. LawTcncc, 
has juft retradted his oath. Eafler was approach • 
ing, and the good old devots would no longer 
confefs themfelves to this great fwcarer. The 
new-born and the dead would net, it is faid, have 
any thing to do with his baptifm, or his de^ Jiro- 
fundis. 

In vain had he turned up his fine fair locks, and 
put a fine green ribband in his hat. This toilette 
did not feduce them. He takes another refolu- 
tion. He mounts his pulpit, and declares to his 
dear flock, that the oath which he took was only 
a matter of form, and that he repents and re- 
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trafts it. He befeecbes them afterwards, with 
the oily eloquence of an artful hypocrite, to 
give him back their confidence, which he fliould 
never have loft but for this villanous revolution. 
1 he whole auditory melted into tears ; and what 
was the refult ? that he had fourteen voices to be 
el.e6ted, and that fifteen only rejected him. 


CHAP. CCLVI. 

MONOPOLIZER. 

There arc many kinds of them ; fume an. in- 

I' 

duftrious in buying up, cafh in hand, fuch mer- 
chandize or wares as arc at a low price, in order 
to fell them at an exorbitant price when they 
fliould have become fcarce. They have for this 
purpofe a barometer in their warehoufes, which 
they raife or lower at their plcafure. 

Their only end is to enrich ihemfelves, without 
troubling their heads whether the patriot or the 
ariftocrat is in the right. The white cockade, or 
the national one, are perfectly indifferent to them, 
provided they gain fo much. This is the word 
with which they are bell: acquainted in the lan- 
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guage, and which appears to them to have moft 
energy. 

There are other monopolizers much more guil- 
ty. It is not their own private good which they 
feek, in monopolizing objefts of the firft necef- 
lity; they fet fire to every harveft ; thsy bury 
their gold twenty feet under ground, withour 
the leaft regret. It is the general evil which 
they are anxious for. They are in hopes that 
the abfolute want of things of indifpcnfable 
neceffity will begin by difeontenting the people, 
that the people difeontented will finifli by re- 
volting, and then (the raonfiers !) comes tlie 
happy moment which they have languiflied for. 
in order to make common caufc with them, in 
having the air of compailionating them, and of 
kindling the torches of civil war, with which, 
they flatter thcmfelves that they fliail deftrov 
the republic which they detefl', becaufe it force* 
their pride to bend to the level of equality. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. CGLVII. 

EIGHTH OF SEPTEMRER. 

The Parifians, under the old regime, went on 
the 8th <>t Sc[)tember in pilgrimage to Calvary, 
to addrefs their prayers to tlic good Jefus on 
the erofs. d’liey have difcuutinued tl.is holy exer- 
ciiV, fince lefns is no loneer at Calvarv, and tliat 
it is in j)o(l''!!i>'n only of the bad thief . — What 
•lo '.oil call him: — Oh! It is not 1 who will tell 
\ou his name. 1 had much lathcr tel! )ou 
loinelliing Cjuile new, whicli i;., that the reprcTeu' 
tative Tullien ii dilpofcd according to I'oukicr, 
to accompany General Buunaparie in the great 
expedition whicli is preparing. Such are the 
plcafantries wliich the Parihans allow llienilelveb, 
and thofe who arc the objects of them laugh al- 
ways the firfi 
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Chap, cclviii. 

MEN OF LETTERS. 

It is who fljall ufurp the title of man of let- 
lers ; you know not how to give or how to 
conteft it j and it is at Paris particularly that we 
fee many writers fcarcely known, and whofe pa- 
triotifm is more than doubtful, in hafte to get up 
a little piece, vaftly republican. Ha, ha! fay they, 
you reproach men of letters for not fliowing 
themfelves. Well! here I am with my civic 
drama. 

A very painful refleftion, which mull ftrike 
every ])erfon, is, that ihefe men of letters, who 
have contributed moft by their writings to make 
our glf)rious revolution, have all died before its 
immortal explofiou. Here, fince liberty is efta- 
bliflicd, w’hat writings would not the Montef- 
Huieus, the VolUiircs, the RoulTeaus, the Ma- 
blys, the Helvetius, the Diderots, have publiHi- 
cd ! thofo who, under defpotifm, holding the 
torch of truth in their hands, dared to lhake off 
from it but a few fparks ! I willi a philofophical 
writer would undertake a work in the form of a 
dialogue, in which thefe great men, meeting in 
the Klyfian fields, and confcq^uently divclled of 

paihons. 
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paffions, fliould fhow each other to what degree 
each of them in particular co-operated by his 
genius to the regeneration of France. I fhoulcj 
think 1 had deferved well of my country, if when 
I died I left this w'ork on my tomb ! Alas ! I 
am looking j)articularly at Paris, for the fuccefles 
of the illuftrious writers whom I have named but 
vox clam antis in defer to. 

I do not reckon among men of letters thofe 
who with juft contempt are called journeymen, 
and of whom the public fometimes avenge them- 
felves in a ludicrous manner. A piece lately 
met with the greateft fuccefs at the theatre ; a 
journeyman writer of the Petites Affiches took it 
into his head to abufc in his newfpaper the work 
which had been received with approbation by 
the public ; the public, feated on their tribunal, 
ordered the newfpaper to be brought before 
them, and condemned it to be torn in pieces on 
the ftage, which fentence was duly executed. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. CCLIX. 

THE NEW WALLS. 

We are indebted to Lavoifier, of the academy 
of fciences, for thefe heavy and ufelefs barriers, 
a new fpecies of oppreliion excrcifed by the raif- 
ing of taxes on their fellow-citizens. But, alas ! 
this great philofopher, Lavoilicr, was a farmer- 
general ! 


Pour ai’ftmenn.;- fon numeraire, 

Et raccourcir notre horifon, 

Le ferine a juge nccclTaire 
De nous mettre tons en prifon. 

We remember the complaints which the Pari- 
lians made agalnft this ir.r!iUin<^ ciiclofurc. The 
fecrct end in vi<‘\v was ic' u jaftcr and red rain the 
city, many of the cciifices at its entrance being 
real fortrelfes. 

When the Duke of Nivervois’ advice was afk- 
cd in this new enclofurc, he anfwered angrily, 
J am of opinion that the author of this projeH Jiiould 
be hanged. The unfortunate Lavoilier was not 
hanged, but guillotined by the dccemviral tyran- 
ny, which in its profound ignorance confounded 
a chymift of the firft rank with an apothecary. 

The 
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The walls are ftill ftanding ; the dcteftable in- 
clofure aids the collection of the road- toll, which 
is levied notwithftanding the remonftrances 
againft it j but as it is the carriages which pay, 
and whoever keeps a carriage can very well pay 
the toll, which is applied to the repair of the 
roads, thefe complaints appear unreafonahle to 
every man of fenfe. 

Thefe barriers differ from each other, both 
in their form, fize, and internal conftruCtion. 
Some refemble caverns, others tombs, churchds, 
and fome are as magnificent as palaces. The 
architect has exhaufted his fantaftic defigns. 
The farmers-general gave the money, and the 
city confoled itfelf with farcafras. 


CHAP. CCLX. 

LE i’KE ST. GERVAIS. 

It is the terreftial paradife, or, to fpeak more 
properly, the Parifians garden of love. 

Scarcely has the zephyr in the firft fine days of 
fpring fanned the lilach with its odorous breath, 
than a thoufand fwarras of airy nymphs aflcmble 
in this enchanting fpot. You fee them tripping 

along 
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along the narrow pathways edged with flowery 
fhrubs, warbling their notes, and quicker-eyed 
than the Argufes who are fet to watch them,* 
they pluck wuth their little nimble lingers the 
fragrant branches. Thefe treafures open and are 
vanilhed in a day. It is an habitual fort of theft, 
which every year before the ruftic municipal 
officer love juftifies by the intention. 

But it is in the middle of June, the time when 
the cherries redden like rubies on the trees, 
when the young peafant-girls gather the cooling 
currants, and carry off the bafkets of ftrawberries 
on their heads, that you fee the multitude wind- 
ing along the paths, and climbing to the top of 
Belleville, to regale themfelves with thefe re- 
freffiing fruits. The children trip along before 
their parents, carrying their provifions for dinner, 
a walk which had been a long time promifed 
them as the reward of their good behaviour. 
Tranfported with joy, they are anxious to reach 
the top. The younger filler fits down by tlie fide 
of her brother at the foot of the windmill, from 
which the eye plunges down on Baris and its 
antique towers. On that fpot all the girls are 
pretty; the gentle exercife has covered their 
cheeks with rofes. 

What pencil lhall exprefs the aftonilhment of 
the fad inhabitant of Rat-ftreet, or Rag-lane, who 
fees no other garden than the pot of mint at his 
window, when he beholds the immenfe profpeft 

which 
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which from the heights of Romainville, where 
he arrives covered with fweat, difplays itfelf at 
once to his view, particularly in one of thofe 
fine days when the azure of the heaven extends 
its majeflic canopy above this magnificent pic- 
ture. 

With what delight does his eye wander over 
the foft undulations of the diftant hills and the 
yellowing harvefts ! How he admires thofe fer.- 
tile plains, which are cut at intervals by long 
avenues, clumps of trees, woods, and pidturefque 
hamlets ! 

Proud of the country which he is exploring, 
the young hufband is anxious to make his young 
companion, who leans languifhingly on his flioul- 
der, perceive all its beauties. You might fup- 
pofe them two lovely children, looking with 
tranquil pleafure at the pidlure of the promifed 
land in the Bible. 

While the higher clafles of citizens, who have 
fucceeded the high nobility, fly in cabriolets 
with two courfers towards the new gardens of 
Arraida, to yawn under w^eeping willows loaded 
with fevcn-coloured lamps, or contemplate, fpy- 
glafs in hand, a few fheep wandering over moun- 
tains fix feet high, the labouring claffes, dif- 
daining thofe faftiionable puerilities, continue to 
go and admire at liberty nature in the fields of 
St. Gervais. 


Thefe 
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Thofe fmiling orchards are not haunted by re- 
ftauratcurs, who ferve up foops a la Conde but 
here you meet with the refrethraents of dairieSj, 
or guinguettes, where the violin animates the 
fong of the birds perched on t’.c furrounding 
branches ; there you meet with none but joyous 
guefts, who, fitting under the fhade of appJe-trees, 
make a rural repaft among butterflies and 
flowers. 

On this delightful fpot every thing is natural, 
every thing is frcflinefs, life, and animating 
beauty. You have the warbling ot biids, and 
the voices of a thoufand lovers, for a cor. cert j 
for a fliade, alleys of cherry-trees ; for parterres, 
beds of perfuming flrawberries ; for cafeades, ri- 
vulets which f])ort with inurrauriiffg nolfe over a 
bed of pebbles their lim])id flrcains. 

And when autumn protrudes its head, loaded 
with fruits, when the vine lets its purple grapes 
liang from the tops of elms, which it embraces 
with its branches, thither they return to enjoy 
thofe gifts ; fomc to tafte the forbidden apple, 
others to Ileal more gentle favours. 

Ah, how many charms at the end of a fine 
day have thefe enchanted places j and how many 
tender defires arc infpired by the beginning of 
twilight. 

Often at this happy moment a new Daphne, 
efcaping from an arbour, flies another Apollo. 

The 
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I he lover, with eye inflamed, purfues on the 
wing of deure the objett of his love. How for- 
tunate he is ; he reaches her, and flic docs not 
change into laurels in his arms. 

It is in thefe labyrinths of rural pleafure that 
the citizens of Paris, waiting for the glorious 
peace which fliall fecurc to the world the li- 
berty of the fcas, go and repofe from their 
labours. What philofopher can behold them, 
without a fentiment of pleafure, defeenefing in 
long ftreams on the evening of a flue day the 
mountain of Belleville, athwrart the illuminations 
of the guinguettes, and the joyful exclamations 
of the dancers, who dance the pas d(s char^ f 


CHAP. CCLXf. 

ITALIAN PICTURES. 


Since there are no longer any frocked, fur- 
pliccd, or caflbeked folks, and Itiat wc may 
laugh at the drefs of a bilhop or a cardiiial, we 
fee nothing in the gallery of paintings but monks 
of all colours, deacons, priefts in tunftion ; and 
alongfide, as is natural, executioners and punifli- 
ments. There was a regime of terror of old, 

and 
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and thefe faccrdotal furies have been immor- 
talized by the pencil of great mailers. On what- 
ever lide I turn my eyes, 1 fee blood in thefe 
celebrated paintings. Have they brought them 
from fo great a diftance, and expofed them with 
fo much affeftation, in order to jullify our own 
cxcelfes ? By the lide of fo many bloody images, 
how many impertinent ideas ! what a worn-out 
fyllem ! what a ridiculous fcle6lion ! what 
poverty in all thefe conceptions called religious! 
The baint Cecilia of Raphael, with all her vio- 
lins at her feet, and her book of mufic open, 
will never ling ; the lion of St. Jerom will never 
let us hear any of his roarings; the executioner’s 
arm, for ever fufpended, will happily never de- 
feend on the nt-rk of that poor Girondin, 1 lliould 
fay, martyr. 

Piles, cords, crofles, heads cut off and ftuck 
on pikes, or laid in dilhes ; tlufc frightful images 
recall the frightful days of Kobelj>ierre, that new 
Domitian. Is it to accuftoin our eyes and our 
hearts to fcaffokis and tyrants, that all ihofe 
paintings have been accumulated ? How hi- 
deous and dirgufiing they arc ! Put them out of 
the way, unlefs you olfer them as an inllance 
of the excelTes of the human mind : but at leaft 
do not baptife with the name of mallerpieces 
works which cannot explain thcmfelves, nor 
Ihew with what intentions they have been eom- 
pofed. 


The 
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The fineft and moft energetic heads are always 
thofe of the executioners. Poor young man, 
who have juft been copying thefe hideous fea- 
tures, you will perhaps admire them, and call 
them energetic ; you will foon take murder for 
greatnefs, and become as ferocious as your maf- 
ter David, the admirer and painter of Marat and 
his peers. 

We furvey with eeftafy all thefe dangerous 
paintings, which propagate fuperftitious ideas ; 
we dwell upon them ; we follow the animated 
geftures of thofe lifelefs figures ; we find motion 
in motionlefs images ; we are waiting for the 
words that are coming out of their half-opened 
mouths ; their heads feem alive, and yet are al- 
ways fixed in the fame pofition ; we remain, in 
fliort. In awful aftoniftiment before each of thofe 
defigns which never vary ; and nevcrthelefs, a 
fimple villager who pafles near thofe piefures, 
juft gives them a glance. I guefl'ed at his good 
fenfe, I accoft him, I fpcak to him ^ tlie whole of 
this is nothing to him but lying images. 

ffe ftops a longer time before the fpcdlacle of 
nature i he has not forgotten, that above bis 
head the fun, eternal lamp of the world, fliines 
with incomparable fplendor, enlightens the 
works of God, who hath fufpended it in the 
immenfe vault of the heavens; he hears with 
delight the murmur of a rivulet, which, burliing 
out from its fource, flows in limpid ftreams acrofs 

a meadow ; 
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a meadow ; he breathes with joy the balm of 
the flowers which the zephyr wafts on its wings 
a field rofe on a thorny bufh is not for him a 
piece of canvas ; he picks it, and runs to put it 
in the bofom of his miftrefs ; he is alive to ob- 
jefts of feeling alone ; if he fees a dance of fhep- 
herds under the elm, he flies there, and chufes 
the beauty which pleafes him i he joins her hand 
to his j he has no need, in order to know the plea- 
fure of the dance, to confult Watteau or Teniers. 
He fmiles with pity when he hears that a rich 
man has paid forty thoufand livtes for a piece of 
painted cloth of four feet in length. “ I fliould 
“ miicli rather,” anfwers ho, “ have a farm in 
“ bearing, and trees tliat produce fruit, than a 
“ landfcapo in painting.” 

The longer you look over a vaft extent of 
country, the more you are perfuaded that it is 
not with tcrreflrial objects that we ought to re- 
prefent terreftrial tilings. What reprefents na- 
ture is an animated frllc, a defeription j all other 
means are weak, powerlcfs, bounded, and place 
the admirer at the feet of the painter, and the 
painter with his frame murders nature. It is 
only in defeription that confifts the imitation of 
things to a high degree. 

Far from me, material images to exprefs ma- 
terial things ! Intclle£fual ideas only can repre- 
fent them, for the reprodu£tion of objedfs, and 
perfect imitation, arc in us, and not out of us : 

do 
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do not go elfewhere to find them. Shut your 

eyes, it is then that vou inhabit an intelle8ual 

• . 

edifice hung round with magnificent pi£lures, 
and fuch* as the mufeum cannot offer. Speech 
is every thing, and the other arts arc nothing in 
Comparifon. Speech ! hear the harangue of the 
favage i read the fine pages oi Kuifon, and frame 
the fables of Fontaine ! 

It 19 worthy of a man of fenfe not to let him- 
fclf be cfiutrouled bv a j'.afTion for pictures. Why 
place the image without us, cold, confined, ina- 
nimate, wliilc we can potTefs it within us living, 
and always in harmony with nature r 

It is in the eiiclofarc of cities, of thofc great 
prifons, that began that falfe tafie, which jnak.es 
us look at a landfcapc on a wall, inftead of going 
to vifit the neigh>''Ouring furelt. 1 never met in 
Switzerland but one ajue’ eur of pictures j he 
was old and be-dridden. In view of the Alps, 
copies of nature would be as mifplaced as the 
marine pieces of Vernet in fea ports. Can the 
pencil ever raife the waters like this line of 
Virgil ? 


Luftantes veiitos, tempeftatefque fonoras ! 

The life of thirty Raphaels would not be fufficient 
to tranllate the fecund book of the /Eneid j and 
what is Albano, compared with the tears and 
fighs of the tender Tibullus. 


When 
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When our fight has been familiarired for any 
length of time with a crowd of moving objefts, 
the frame of which is immenfe, that is to fayj 
when we have travelled fome months, and efpe- 
cially poft, it is impoffible to regard the Iky of a 
painter otherwife than as a grotefque imitation j 
neverthelefs, thefe frivolous things throw nations 
and certain men into incalculable expences; 


CHAP. tCLXIL 

ADVERTISESIE^STS IN 1796 . 

W E can fcaroo] V- talcc a ftcp without meeting 
with fonic impudent advertifement, propofing a 
loan, on good fccurity, at a reafonable intereft; 
and this reafonable intereft is fix or eight per 
cent, per month. 

How ftiall wc tame the execrable avarice of 
iifurers, who poft up on the walls the confeflioft 
of their own knavery ? What makes the poli- 
tician and the moralift lament is, that this ufury 
ftalks along with head erett j and if we let it go' 
on much longer, will fwallow up the remaining 
fpoils of rentiers, clerks, and every honeft public 
funflionary. Paris, neverthelefs, preferves a 

wonderful 
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wonderful air of tranqi;;n:r’. 1’ - 

bers of to-day are no wny . ' ' tr.c ci- 

devant men of the court, aiui rather furpafs them 
in folly. One might fuppofc tliat pioafurcs and 
riches are created for them alone. 

Never were there fo many tlieatrcs, concerts, 
dances, dinners, traiteurs, limonadiers, public 
gardens, fireworks, lyceums, journals, and wine- 
merchants. This variety of amnfement is a 
})henomenon in the niidft of a moll murderous 
W'ar, at the end of a revolution which ought to 
excite only melancholy ideas; this oHciitation of 
opulence, difplayed by fo many individuals, amidil 
the difirefs of government ; this fpirit of indit- 
ference, difiipation, and prodigality, which has 
taken polTeffion of every clafs ; this thirfi of gain, 
and want of occonomy ; this piratical avidity, 
which is put in play to obtain riches ; and this 
fort of extravagance with wliich they arc difii- 
pated, are real phenomena, 'rhis day creates 
fortunes, to-morrow witnefles their deftrinStion. 
'I'hat man, defeending from his garret to inhabit 
a palace, is by and bye conftrainod to repair to 
his former haunt. 

The noife of a difeordant violin invites every 
evening the mechanic, the foldicr, the grifette, the 
water-carrier, to the brandy-fliop, converted into 
a hall for dancing ; while the drawing-rooms, 
which you might fiippofe created by the wand of 

T f fairies. 
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fairies, are filled with thofe who are grown 
newly rich. 

In the former of thefe two claflcs, llie tone, the 
language, as well as the coftume of the Jam culot- 
lerie, is prcferved in all its purity ; in others, ou 
the contrary, whatever recalls the republican 
form, is put carefully out of the way ; every effort 
is made to ape the old court, and the former 
home comjiagnie j and they imitate them as hap- 
pily as Jodelet and Mafcarille imitated their maf- 
ters, when they dreffed themfelvcs in tlieir ftolen 
coats. 

The theatres have been very much frequented 
this winterj but it is not there as at the ball .; 
each clafs has not its theatre ; all claffes mingle 
at Nicolet’s and the opera; for the people who 
formerly went only to Nicolet’s, pique themfelves 
at prefent on going to the latter. Do not how- 
I'vcr imagine, that they have gained any thing in 
the way of inftru£lion, and that the taftes which 
have an air of greater delicacy are the indi- 
cation of a change of manners. The dearnefs of 
handycraft work, fruit of the revolutionary 
regime, has fpread over the lower claffes 
of fociety an eafe hither unknown, w'hich per- 
mits the mechanic to fatisfy his old incli- 
nations for intemperance, and indulge that kind 
of inftinft which draws him on towards enjoys- 
ments, of which formerly he never had an idea. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. CCLXIIL 

MEniCINE, 

Medicine is the moft interefting part of 
phyfics ; but although the moft cultivated, is the 
Icaft advanced, and the leaft underftood. It is 
now what, at the beginning of thi'^^ .entury, were 
the other branches of experimental philofophy. 

Caft your eyes over the moft cftcemcd treatifes 
on medicine, you will find, inftcad of a fimple 
and luminous theory, lying hypotlicfcs ; the nb- 
furd fyftemsof animalifts, vitalifts, pretended clty- 
inifts, irritalifts, in the place of evident princi- 
ples ; and a blind and dangerous routine inftead 
of fimple praftice, founded on inconteftablc prin- 
ciples. Shall we be very wide of the truth, if 
we fay of medicine, of modern medicine cfpe- 
cially, what Heraclius find of art. Its name is 
life, blit its work is cleat Ji. 

Anatomy has made confidcrablc progrefs, and 
it is almoft the only part of medicine in which 
ufeful difeoveries have been made. The moft: 
valuable is that of the immortal Harvey ; and 
yet, what has refulted from it ? the ridiculous 
fyftem of the fource of all difeafes being in the 
blood ; the abufe alfo of bleeding, abufe a 

F f 2 thoufand 
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thoufand times more fatal to mankind than the’ 
ufc of gunpowder. 

Wc fliould confider true phyfiology as the 
-principal bafis of found praftice ; but this im- 
portant part of the art of curing is not known 
amongft us, fince in the numerous volumes which 
vve have on this matter, we fee no folid expla- 
nation of the animal fun£lions, of the relation 
between the folid and fluid parts of the human 
body, &c. &c. 

Is the rnoft efteemed nofology any other tiling 
than a faftidious nomenclature, infinitely more 
fitted to lead medicine afiray than enlighten its 
practice ? 

One of the corypilices of medicine has pre- 
tended to eftablifh fixteen hundred kinds of 
fever. 

All the nofologifts, without any exception, give 
a great number of fymptonis as diftintt difeafes. 
'Phis miftake inevitably throws the praflitioner 
into errors, oftentimes dangerous, fometimes 
fatal. 

Hitherio we have done nothing but chatter 
about pathology, which is all error, obfeurity, 
and incertitude. The materia mcdica is the 
opprobrium of phyficians. There grofs igno- 
rance lays itfelf quite open ; no fyftem is fo ex- 
travagant that has not been built on the ope- 
ration of drugs : fome give them the mechani- 
r-al powers of the wedge, of tlic knife, of a point, 

8cc. 
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&c. &c. ; Others make them slQ by a kind of 
magic on the different parts of the body ; hence 
remedies cephalic, cordial, peftoral, hepatic, &c. 
&c. 

Treatifes on pharmacy might furnifli us with 
a thoufand new proofs that the materia medica 
is ftill in its cradle. Let us open one of thefe 
hieroglyphical repertories ; we fliall find that the 
far-famed therical tiii6lure is compofed of fixty- 
flvc drugs, and of thefe three are compounded. 
God alone knows the effetf which may he pro- 
duced by remedies compofed of fo great a num- 
ber of drugs, fo different from each other, and fo 
little fitted, at lead fome of them, to enter into 
the fame compofition. But the height of folly 
is the advertiling courfes of chymkal materia me- 
dica } as if the real materia meuica could be 
treated after other principles, and by other pro- 
ceedings, than thiofo of chemiftry. If you \\ilh 
for a more ftriking proof of the profound igno- 
rance of phyficians on this important part of the 
art of curing, wc fiiall find it in t])e materia me- 
dica of one of the mod celebrated ph.vficiaus of 
this age, where we fee in a prefer ipt ion, in as 
many letters, the fait of duobns and vitrioiated 
tartar. There is not an apothecary’s apprentice 
who does not know that the fait of duebui and 
the vitrioiated tartar is one and the fame fait. 

Prefervative medicine is what has occupied 
phyficians the lead. It fuppofes a degree of 

knowledge 
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knowledge which is certainly not acquired in 

fcliools, and which we Ihould look for in vain in 

« 

books ; befides, in invelligating this important 
part of medicine, would not thofe minifters of 
health be afraid of hurting their perfonal in- 
tereft ? 

The theopraSiique feems to have engaged their 
whole attention : they hold however very erro- 
neous ideas on that point. But what can we 
expe6t from a praflice which is not enlightened 
by a confiftent theory, and which has no incon- 
teftable principles for its bafis. They are not 
more happy therefore in the cure of acute, than 
of chronical difeafes. It w'ould be eafy to prove, 
with refpeft to the firtl, lliat the pra6ticc of the 
divine Hippocrates, and of his true followers, 
was more fuccefsful than that of our modern 
phyficians ; probably becaufe thefe old mafters 
did not believe that the feat of all thefe difor- 
ders was in the blood, and thought it their duty 
not to be prodigal of this vital fluid. 

Chronical difeafes arc the ftumbling blocks of 
our phyficians ; they fcarcely ever cure one, and 
they have fometimes alfo the mortification of 
feeing quacks perform what they believed and 
declared to be impoflible. If they triumph over 
any difeafes, it is by mere chance ; and fo it 
ought to be, fince having entertained wrong ideas 
about them, their treatment muft neceflarily be 
wrong alfo. To be convinced of this, you have 

only 
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only to hear them talk about inflammation, fe- 
ver, apoplexy, dropfy, malignant fever, on va- 
pours, on all forts ot difeafes, and fee how they 
treat them, &c. To form a true judgment of the 
profound ignorance of phyficians, you fliould ob- 
ferve them with their patients. They would 
have nothing to fay if they had not contrived 
this convenient fubterfuge, tliat agitations and 
pains are nervous movements. When a do£lor 
anfwers, it is nervous, he thinks he has given a 
moft luminous folution. 

The misfortune of phyficians is having looked 
on medicine as a particular fcience, and not hav- 
ing confidered it as the moft important part of 
phyficks — chymiftry ; thefe two fcienccs make 
at prefent but one •, but from having been too 
long enchained by the fpirit of fvftem ; from not 
flopping to examine what falls under obfervation ; 
from having drawn falfe confe([uenccs from the 
difeovery of the circulation of the blood ; from 
having been the copyifts of each other ; Irom 
having taken a blind routine inftcad of tlie plain 
road, all which unhappily arc the exa£t features 
of our mode of practice, what is it but a lyftcm 
of the moft dangerous cmpyricifm, iVIight we 
not apply to the phyficians what Cicero faid of 
the augurs, T/ial they could not meet ccich other 
without laughing ! 

Let us not, however, dcfj)air of medicine. It is 
likely that the moment is near, when we fliall fee 

it 
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it make the moft rapid progrefs. For fonie 
years paft, the natural fciences, chiefly true phy- 
ficks — chyniiilry, has made fuch confidera vile way,» 
that it is become impoflible for medicint to wal- 
low much longer in its floth, or for thofe great 
wigs not to give up their old nonfenfical kitchen 
preparations. l*hc dropfical are no longer con- 
demned to be devoured by thirfl. This fuccefs 
will very probably be followed by a great num- 
ber of others. 


CHAP. CCLXIV. 

BONAPARTE AT THE PUBLIC ASSEMBLY OF 
THE NATIONAL INSTITUTE, 15TH 
NIVOSE, 6th year. 

Oh ! how inlerefting was that aflTemblage of 
celebrated, diftinguiflied, and fcientific men of 
every defeription, among whom was feated Bo- 
naparte ! The inflitute flione on that day with 
all the glory of the hero. In vain did he endea- 
vour to hide himfclf from the looks of the fpec- 
tators under the drefs of a common individual ! 
It was he alone whom they fought ; and the plea- 
fure of pofleffing him was difplayed in the eyes 

of 
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of the illuftrious men who were in his pre- 
fence. 

What a calm reigned over the features of the 
conqueror of Italy ! We were afraid, if I may 
be allowed the expreflion, to interrupt his me- 
ditation and the repofe of his foul. It was no 
longer the flirill founds of the trumpet which 
gave the fignal of the fight j a mournful mufe, 
throwing flowers over the tomb of the pacifier of 
the Vendee, mowed down in the fpring time of 
life, fpokc to the French Achilles of his worthy 
and valiant friend. Such is the fate of warriors, 
death and glory ! and as they offer up the moft 
precious of facrifices to their country, their fame 
is great and tranfeendant ! 

Fine verfes, well recited, make nearly the 
fame imprellion on the foul as the found of can- 
non in battle on that of warriors. Every heart 
was glowing, and the whole afiembly rofe up 
when this line was repeated, 

*’ L’Angletcrre palit au feul nom de I’ltaliqiie !” 

Applaufes were alfo renewed on this other line, 
where, fpeaking of our young haocs grown old in 
the art of war j the poet exclaimed, in prophetic 
accents, 

“ Ik franchirent les mont.':, ils franchirenl les mers !” 

Among the engraved portraits of Bonaparte, 
that of Henfelin alone has retained the features of 

the 
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the hero. I am alfo going to take my graving 
tool, or rather (for I ought to be modeft in 
fpeaking of Bonaparte) ray pencil. 

Bonaparte is of the middle fizc, a little Hoop- 
ing, thin, of fomewhat a delicate frame, and ner- 
vous j his hair is of a deep chefnut, falling over 
a large forehead ; his eyes are large, dark, quick, 
and piercing, aquiline nofe, a raifed chin, like 
that of the Apollo Belvidcre, pale complexion, 
hollow cheeks, a voice unreftrained and com- 
pofed ; he liftens attentively to thofe who fpeak 
to him, and anfvvers briefly; his air is folemn, 
but open ; he has not the aufterity which cha- 
ra£terifes the head of Brutus: you may judge 
from his addrefs that he is a temperate, medi- 
tative man, but tenacious in the point which he 
has in view ; that his pale complexion reddens 
in a decifive aflion ; that his body is all nerve, 
like that of the lion ; that he fights in the fame 
way; that he is indefatigable, and flies like 
lightning towards the enemy, before whom he 
never knew fear ; this fire is concentered ; he re- 
ferves it for great and ftrong explofions, and it 
docs not imprint on his motions that reftleflhefs 
natural to men vvho are only ardent, and who. 
have not the faculty of felf-pofleffion. 

Serious as Cato, from him the French will 
learn to be fedate, to rcfpef.t their magiftrates, 
their reprefentatives ; to defpife that light airy 
behaviour for which they have been charac- 

terifed ; 
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terifed; tolayafide their habits of punning, which 
are fit only for giddy-headed men and the maf- 
ters of puppet-lhows. 

Let republicans then take Bonaparte for a 
model, and fince they refpeft him both as a wife 
man and a warrior, let them imitate his rcfervc 
and demeanour ; let them afllime his fimple and 
fober dignity. Fewer words will evince more 
refleftion, and lefs mobility of features more of 
grcalnefs and reafon. The facrilegious double 
entendre, which difgraces many of our focicties 
and our theatres, ought no longer to diftionour 
the ftyle of a great nation ; let us learn to 
converfe as we have learnt to conquer, with- 
out violent exertions, and without exaggeration ; 
let us be the example of wifdom, after having 
been that of vi£lory; and let not a bon mot, 
made or repeated by a pamphleteer, turn into 
ridicule amongft us the facred letter of the laws. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. CCLXV. 

MY LAST VERSES. 

My dream of life is about to finifli; it will 
foon end. What fliall I have to regret ? The 
hatred of the wicked ! the clamours of envy ! the 
poifon of calumny, of which nothing can flop 
the courfe ! the vexations which always purfue 
innocence ! the capricious tricks of adverfe for- 
tune ! the feditious pamphlets of a hero of the 
academy ! fuch, in tw'o words, is the pi6ture of 
life. 

My days were as a point ; but this point, my 
friends, you may readily believe me, prefents to 
my eyes the great events of hiftory. How many 
crimes have been committed, how many fublime 
virtues have aftonillied France. 1 have feen the 
fword of tyrants fall on peaceful innocence ; I 
have feen the people honouring ruffians, and 
while they fatiated their vengeance in the name 
of that people, decorate their fury with the 
founding title of courage. 

1 have feen pretenders to fcience change their 
malk, their language, and give their fuffrages to 
thofe monfters of blood. I have feen the tomb 
of Marat near that of J. J. Roufleau. What, 

Frenchmen, 
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Frenchmen, dared ye place an abhorred mon- 
fter near a writer honoured by the whole world ! 
What rending rccolleftions ! Ah, horrible days, 
the recital of wliich will freeze our pofterity 
with horror ! days for ever prefcnt to my remem- 
brance ! I have witneffed their melancholy hif- 
tory. 

It is time for me now to lie down in the night 
of the grave, there, forgetful of the aflaffins of 

my country, 1 ftiall find repofe Ah, poor 

human race, art thou always to drag along thy 
heavy lengthening chain ! 

But you, whofe infulting acclamations were 
heard on every fide ; you, who araufe yourfclvcs 
to-day in fallies more foolilli than wicked, when 
the executioner lifted up his fatal arm, and 
(hook before your eyes the bloody head, when 
terror had erected fcaffolds on every fpot, when 
the reprefentatives whom you now infult were 
loaded with chains as the reward of their cou- 
rage, your favage tyrants appeared without fpot, 
and blamelefs. While you fuffered Condor cct to 
perifh in a dungeon, and while thefe airaiTins 
were glutting thcmfelves with vengeance, you, 
like bafe and dumb flaves, held your peace ! 
Pillage, murder, confpiracy, every thing then was 
good in your eyes ; and when our courage over- 
threw the execrable w^ork of the monliers, fliamc- 
lefsly confounding perfons, times, and places, 
your abfurd arrogance infult cd innocence equally 

with 
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with guilt. If you were unhappy profligate 
libellifts, did we fleep on rofes ? 

As when Lifbon, amidft the uproar of thun- 
der, crumbled down beneath its overthrown 
walls ; when fubterraneous fires rofe up in array 
againfl; it, indifcriminately fwallowing up men, 
women, and children, this terrific earthquake 
fpared fome of its vileft inhabitants: a block- 
head, whofc flioulder was bit by a flea, exclaims, 

“ Quick, quick, a club ; oh ! I am bit 

I will proclaim it through the world, and what 
is Hill better, I will write ; all Parnaflus fliall 
know it; Pcgafus, if it be ncccflary, fljall be the 
newfcarrier; the mufes fliall awaken France by 
their cries : cne of the forty . . . , O gods, that 
my old body fliould be expofed to fuffering r I 
feel my indignation rifing: quick, quick, my pen, 
as the wind.” Sudden from his brain flarts forth 
a new work. “ Oh ! how finely it is turned, 
how new, how beautiful ! we fliall fle in the end 
if in my rhetoric, w hich 1 may pique myfclf on 
knowing, in a difeourfe which can be under- 
ftood by me alone, fo beautiful is it, gentlemen, 
that I fliall render ye all, myfelf excepted, as 
black as Lucifer.” Such w'cre the rcfie£lions of 
an old rhymeftcr, who called himfelf a chriftian, 
yet knew nothing of the duty of forbearance; 
who thinks himfelf the father or the fupport of 
the tragic fccne, for having made a few ftill-born 
children to the lifter of Thalia, which are already 

forgotten. 
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forgotten, and who, to mafk himfelf more com- 
pletely, calls himfelf an honed man. But let 
him declaim ! let him regret in his vain rage the 
triple dynady of kings ! why trouble ourfelves 
about this noify idiot, this empty rhetorician, 
whofe folly leads him to join the filly invcftivc, 
the fcditious cry of impudent royalifm, to the 
bite of calumny ? Trud me, that he who is the 
lead difpofed to ferve his country, who cries the 
louded, and who forgets nothing that can dif 
turb or irritate it, is, and ever was, the Acade- 
mician 


CHAP. CCLXVL 


BELLS. 


The bells have never made fo much noife as 
fince we have taken out their clappers. But 
what a clatter they will make for the dead, the 
new-born infant, and, I was going to fay, for 
marriages } but 1 rccolle£l, the facrament of mar- 
riage was never accompanied by a peal ; it was 
the mod fad of all ceremonies; they did not even 
fing. 


^ I/ahaqyc 


The 
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The defenders of the religion of our fathers 
pretended that bells were an clTential part of 
divine fervice. They are miftaken ; matins were 
fung for a long time, and bread and wine chang- 
ed into Go<l, before that convenient invention of 
calling the faithful to church was thought of. 
Bells have alfo been very often ufed for profane 
purpofes. In fome provincial towns they rang 
at ten o'clock to fummon the tipplers to leave 
the taverns — At the end of a quarter of an 
hour, every friend of Bacchus who remained in 
the cabaret was fvvept off by the patrole. 

The bells have no longer any tongue, which is 
very commodious for the fick, the convalefcent, 
and women in childbed ; no other bell now is 
heard, than the little tingle, to fummon the fer- 
vant maids to fwcep the dirt before their hoiifes. 
In thofc days of fatlion, every bell might have 
been made a tocfin ; there is at prefent only one, 
and that is confided to the guard of the council 
of the elders. The great bells are all melted 
down, except the drones of Notre Dame, which 
hang fiill in air. As to the chimes of the Sama- 
ritan, they fometimes enliven us with their jingle, 
but only on public fetes ; heretofore they played 
when the king, queen, or dauphin paffed : they 
play now with as good a grace for the anniver- 
fary of the 10th of Auguft, and in that referable 
certain tongues that are not made of metal. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. CCLXVn. 

CATHOLIC PRIESTS. 

They will be for every talking of catholicifm 
as of the religion jiar excellence ; they will be for 
ever inviting every one by printed advertifements 
ftuck on the wall, to come and hear an apo- 
logy for religion, which they are to pronounce 
on a fixed day againft the innovators. Thefe 
innovators are the Proteftants, who profefs the 
religion of Enoch, Elias, Abraham, and Chrift. 

Pure and fimple homage rendered to the 
Supreme Being, the rewarder of virtue and 
the avenger of crimes j fongs of gratitude, in 
which they celebrate an aftive Providence which 
watches over the happinefs of mankind ; a 
courfe of praftical morality, ftript of the drynefs 
of precepts j man continually placed in the pre- 
fence of a heavenly judge, his own confcience ; 
the duties of the citizen, and the public man, 
explained with concifenefs \ inftru6lion mingled 
with harmonious mufic, elevating the heart of the 
worftiippers towards heaven, and relieving the 
mind from the attention which it has given to 
the teaching of the minifter; this is what the 
catholic prieft calls an impious innovation. 

VOL. II. G g To 
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To tlie probability of the rapid propagation 
of the worfliip of the Protcftants, is joined 
the neceflity of recurring to religious ideas, of 
putting afide whatever there is mylterious or un- 
intelligible in dogmas, in order to preferve in 
all their purity tliofe principles, thofe moral infti- 
tutions which liave no limits, inafmuch as they 
embrace every thing which can extirpate vice, 
prevent crimes, and encourage virtue. 


CHAP. CCLVIII. 

RIBIE, MANAGER. 

Successor to Nicolet, and who exhibits all 
thofe pantomimes in which figure monks, whom 
we fee no longer in France, bloody nuns, black 
penitents, all the frocks, cordons, and fandals of 
the ancient monkery j he is the man to aft all 
forts of religious farces on his theatre ; and I have 
heard fay, that he is going foon to reprefent the 
mafs. Opinions are already divided on this point, 
and bets opened. It is even faid, that a certain 
fat vicar, who is now afleing alms, will aft as 
heretofore the part to perfeftion, that he will 
fuck the chalice with a dclicioufnefs fo as to en- 
chant 
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chant the audience, and which he will perform 
with the greater glee, as it was a long time fince 
'that he tailed wine. The part of the grand offi- 
ciator will be contelicd, on account of the fize of 
the facred hat, which is very large, and the wafer, 
which is to be a thick cake. The refemblance, 
it is faid, will be terrible, and fo great, that the 
devotees will think they fee Satan rather than 
the identical prieft. By tlie fide of the little 
mafs will be celebrated the great; this lafl is 
to have a chalice, which holds two quarts ; the 
other is to be only an egg cup. 

The expences of this pantomime will not be 
very coftly, facerdotal drclfes of every deferip- 
tion are to be purchafed on every ftall ; people 
make them into morning-gowns, as well to keep 
them whole as to amufe the Theophilanthropifts, 
and make the protellants fmile. 

This manager, endowed with an inventive ge- 
nius, yielding in vigour to no perfan breathing, 
was at firft a vender of pumice ftoncs, then a 
drummer at a puppet fliow, player, manager of 
the playhoufe at Rouen, and, as this is the age of 
promotion, direflor of all the dumb fiiows, which 
feem to promife us the refurreflion of that kind 
of amufement fo dear to the Romans, and for 
which they fplit into faflions. 

At prefent you meet the direftor Ribie (for 
he has no other title on the Boulevards) ; you 
meet him, I fay, driving always a pair of moft 
G g 2 elegant 
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elegant horfes, preceded or followed by a horfe- 
mcn drefled a la Franconi; and the model of an 
elegant carriage is that which tranfports the di- 
reQor from one theatre to another, for he is the 
manager of two ; he directs two republics. 

Thus have I fcen PouUier, a monk, a player 
of tricks of flight of hand, a Stentor at country 
play-houfes, adept in arts of grimace, author, then 
reprefentative of the people ; and, to crown fo 
much glory, journalift and editor of the Ami des 
Lois. But the direflor Ribie is more celebrated 
than he. 


CHAP. CCLXIX. 

SEVENTH OF OCTOBER, 1795 . 

To him who looks only at outward appear- 
ances, who fees only the furface of things at 
Paris, every thing is tranquil, every thing ap- 
pears to go on very orderly. Every one thinks 
only of his own affairs; as for thofe of the repub- 
lic, no one cares about them. 

The happinefs which is promifed us, and the 
mafs of inftru£lion with which we are to be illumin- 
ed. 
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ed, are ftill and will a long time remain fall fliut 
yp in the great philofophic voJumeSj which the 
people will never read, and thofe which the pbi- 
lofopher reads w'ithout believing a fyllable. 

Inftead of thefe, great books open the human 
heart, penetrate into the bofom of families who 
have fhared neither in the extravagances of the 
fovercign feftions, nor the horrible profits of 
money-jobbing : fee them waiting with the impa- 
tience of grief for the phyfician who is to drefs 
their wounds. They do not diflemble that the 
viftory of the 13th of Vendemiaire, ncceffary as 
it was, has become a national calamity. 

Look again at that mother, in the midll of 
five children, feafoning a fmall meafure of beans, 
which cofi; her twenty-five livres in aflignats, with 
a quarter of a pound of butter of ten livres, and 
a quarter of a peck of charcoal, which coft three 
livres. 

This Angle difli of dried beans, this difli which 
coft thirty-eight livres, this dilh which her chil- 
dren already devour with their eyes, is all her din- 
ner and that of her children. Her hufband gains 
only forty livres a day. 

With the forty fous that remain he has to 
pay for the breakfaft of his children ; as for her, 
file breakfafts no longer j their fupper, for flic 
eats none. He has alfo to pay the rent of his 
houfe, the waftiing, a crown for his fliirt, flioes at 

t wo 
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two hundred livres, wood at a thoufand livres, 
candles at forty-five livres. 

Think you that this woman is happy and tran- 
quil? I know well that the convention is anxi- 
ous to diminifh her misfortunes, which it laments. 
I know that it is encumbered with affairs, be- 
trayed, or ill ferved. But the evil is there ; it 
weighs, every day, every minute on the heart of 

that unfortunate Hope ! Ah, yes ! hope, (lie 

has great need of it ; it is the repairing balm of 
every evil, it is the lafl. confolalion which benefi- 
cent nature referves to us during the anguifli 
of life. But always hope ! Let us go out, let 
us quit this feene of forrow, and fee what is puf- 
fing at the public jilaces. What a change both 
in the decorations and the aflors ! 'file cabarets 
are filled with tipplers, one would fuppofe the 
wine coft only fix fous, and it is worth fifteen 
livres. 

The cofiee-houfes are refounding with gay 
fongs, or patriotic differtations, and the coffee 
cofts ten livres the cup. 

The theatres are brilliant, with crowds of well- 
drefl people. The traitcurs ! ah ! I dare not ap- 
proach thefe inviting tables, where the leaft difh 
is eflimated at the value of fifty dinners. And 
the political news ! forae take no part in them, 
but inafmuch as they furnifli occafion for raif- 
ing their commodities ; others wait for the event. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. CCLXX. 

SOUP-SPOON. 

A WOMAN, whofe fortune feemed to announce 
fome education, and a certain degree of informa- 
tion, had been robbed of a filver foup-fpoon. 
Overwhelmed with affli£tion at this lofs, which 
it required no great philofophy to fupport, fhe 
faid with limplicity enough, fpeaking of the con- 
vention, “ But what arc thofc deputies doing, 

fee if they will give me back my hlver-fpoon." 

How many others, without making ufc of the 
filly franknefs of this language, are neverthelefs 
employed only in getting back their fouJt fjiooUt 
who make it the central point of all their ideas, 
of all their reflections, and of all their conver- 
fation ! Are they not faying in other terms : Le- 
giflators, liften only to my pretenfions and my 
hopes j give me back my blue ribband, my ab- 
bey, my coat of arms, my tithes, my flirine, my 
livery. The revolution has ruined me j it has 
taken from me my place, cries one j and this 
place w^as valet of the wardrobe. The thunder 
of heaven ought to fail and punifh all the revolu- 
tionifts. 

How many perfonal intcretls are there which 
manifeft thcmfclvcs with this kind of indecency, 

it 
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it would be endlefs to count them. Some of thefe 
Complaints are exaggerated, others are ludicrous 
but one would fuppofe, in hearing them talk, 
that the government was eftabliflied only to fa- 
tisfy the private ambition of idle intriguers. 
It is, w’ho fliall envy his neighbour ; thofe who 
are in place, and thofe who are out, are equally 
difeontented, and exhale themfelves in regrets ; 
merit, virtue, and talents, are overlooked ; every 
one boafts of the facrifices which he has made, 
the fervices which he has rendered, the votes he 
has obtained, and talks aloud of the ingratitude 
with which he is treated. The places the moft 
difficult to fill are not dreaded by incapacity ; on 
the contrary, they are indiferiminately fought af- 
ter, whilft it were to be wiihed that the citizen 
could not be a legiflator, or fill up other import- 
ant functions, till he had acquired at once the 
age, the knowledge, and the experience fuited for 
the occupation of a ferious miniftry. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. CCLXXI. 

TURKISH AMBASSADOR. 

In 1788, a very fingular moral plicnomcnon 
took place in Europe ; a great nation, jealous 
of its liberty, conceived a paflion for a nation 
who was the profeffed enemy of liberty j a peo- 
ple fond of the arts, for a people who deteftcd 
them ; a tolerant and mild nation for a perfeeut- 
ing and fanatical people ; a nation focial and gay, 
for a people grave and miftruftful ; in a word, the 
French were feized with a paflion for the Turks, 
according to M. Volney. 

The lall Turkifli ambaflador has jufl: made his 
entry, which was not very fplendid, and was the 
talk only of feven or eight days. You meet 
with him every where, and he is every where 
treated with indifference. Neither his turban, 
nor his private habits, furnifli any longer matter 
for converfation ; the little theatres invite him al- 
ternately, as a fuppleinent to their comedies ; no 
one ever reflefts that he has not yet received the 
facrament of baptifin. 

He was told that a great event had juft taken 
place at Paris, the l8th of Fru£iidor, and that the 
direflory had gained the victory. After having 
liftened with the greatelt fang froid, he alked how 

many 
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many heads were ftuck on the walls of the direc- 
torial palace. ** Not one ; a drop of blood ha^ 
** not been fhed.” He could not recover his 
furprife. The following bill, ftuck on the avails 
of Paris the fame day, was read to him. “ A 
good reward to whoever will find a fine minifter 
“ of Louis the XVIlth, quite covered with fteel 
“ of the beautiful manufaflure of Verfailles. No 
one knows what is become of him fince the 
famous day of the 18 th of Frufclidor. Who- 
“ ever difcovers any traces of him are invited to 
“ give information to the citizen Thibeaudeau, who 
“ will pay the reward.” 

He w'as very much furprifed to fee that we 
had not only fine horfes, but ftill finer than his 
OAvn. I faw one of his attendants mount a moft 
elegant and fleet courfer ; and though a line of 
Virgil, which paints the horfe linking the earth 
with equal rebounds, is admirable, it is ftill finer 
to fee him running at liberty, his mane floating in 
the wind, and his noftrils breathing flame. Such 
an image can never be worn out if we arc fond 
of feeing this noble animal in his courfc. 

What is laughable is, that befides a great round 
fan which he holds in his hand, and which he fre- 
quently makes ufe of when he is at the theatre, 
one of his attendants fans him with another ; it 
is probably the fame officer who drives away the 
flies from him at dinner. 

A report 
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A report had been fpread that he had put to 
death one of his attendants, couvifted of a theft 
at a jeweller’s j the fa6t was falfe, but it was al- 
ready a fubjeft of examination how the ambaf- 
fador fliould be tried, and it was concluded in 
uniting philofophical and republican ideas toge- 
ther, that he could not efcape capital punidiinent. 
This mode of reafoning would not have taken 
place in 1740, for it was then imagined that 
the inviolability of a Turkilh ambaffador extend- 
ed even to the cxercife in his hotel of the right 
of life and death. 


CHAP. CCLXXII. 

GOOD TO KNOW. 

It is well known at prefent that ***** de 
***** ^yas the greateft enemy of his brother 
and his king, and that he was always con- 
triving to make him fall into fnares, hoping to 
reap for his own account all the fruit which 
fliould refult from his ruin. This ***** was 
a bel-efprit, and this is how he came to pafs for 
fuch twelve times a week, and could fpeak be- 
fore a circle of academicans. He could fpeak, 1 
2 
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fay, nearly by the fame mode of proceeding as 
the fpeaking doll of the Boulevards anfwers the 
queftions of the credulous and curious Parifians. 

One Feres, his valet-de-chambrc and fecretary, 
taught him both the queftions and anfwers of fub- 
jefts prepared and agreed on. When ***** fliall 
beat his petit levee, I will ftarta difficult queftion. 
On this fubje£t, his favourites prefcnt will torture 
their brains to get at the explanation by and 
bye *****, by a fort of unforefeen and off-hand 
anfwer, will relieve them from their embarraff- 
ment, and then every one will exclaim, ***** 
is a mine of knowledge, ***** is the beji informed 
man in the kingdom. 

The Count *»***, daily crammed with his 
fecretary’s wit, reminds us of the human voice 
of the organ, which gives out fuch charming 
founds only from the intervention of the organift 
concealed behind the pipes. At prefent, con- 
traftors for wit are plentier than ever. The rea* 
fon of it is, that all men in place have more or 
lefs need of it, and when they do not or cannot 
manufaQiure wit themfelves, they buy it ready 
made. 

There are therefore contra6tors of every kind 
contra£tors for bread, and contra6tors for meat ; 
contra£tors for wine, vinegar, brandy j contractors 
for harneffes, faddles, houfings; contra£tors for 
candles, pipes, wooden legs, crutches; in fine, 
contraftors for wit, but thofe are the contrac- 

tOW' 
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tors who gain the Icaft, becaufe they are reforted 

to only in extreme cafes, and then are beaten 
‘down in the price. 


CHAP. CCLXXIII. 

THE TITUSES. 

Little perfonages, with ftiort black hair, who 
effett the coiffure of the Roman emperor, fon of 
Vefpafian, and lover of the beautiful and chafte 
Berenice. Thofe little chevaliers of the throne 
have created a vague kind of allufion, and the 
name Titus is equivalent in their eyes to that of 
Louis the XVIth. The borrowed hair which 
formerly covered only the fkulls of phyficians, 
barrifters, bailiffs, and fifeal attorneys, now orna- 
ments the heads of thefe young debauchees. Thefe 
Titufes are in half-boots, moil of them are fpin- 
dle-flianked and he£tic ; they wear a button on 
their Hiouldcr, decorated with theilluftrious num- 
ber (which, readers, you may eafily guefs at', the 
number eighteen ; it is placed almoft on the part 
where the executioner heretofore engraved the 
fleur de lys. It is faid, that this mal-a-dreffe has 
terrified many of their partizans, and with good 
reafon; it has put a flop to the progrefs of the 
noble affociation of the Titufes. 


If 
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If you accoft them, after heaving a figh ac- 
cording to cuftom, they tell you, “ I have been 

to Marli, but I have not difcovered Marli.”* 
One would fuppofe that the prefervation of all 
thofc royal houfes intcrcfted the peace of the 
whole world, and that a nail, or a cloaths’ prefs, 
ought not to have been deranged. The whole 
band of thefe Titufes are the official panegyrifts 
of ahumane and virtuous prince, who would have 
confented to the ruin of the capital, and the dif- 
memberment of France, provided he had been left 
in peace to drink as he liked, to make locks, and 
hunt flags. * Could any one have imagined that 
fafhion, though it be a divinity extremely fanciful 
and lingular, would ever have introduced the Ti- 
tufes amongfl us ; who whifper low, that they 
are the avengers of the throne ; or have gucflcd 
that this foolifh kind of impudence could have 
lodged itfelf in the bodies of pygmies, while the 
republican patrolcs, who marched to the taking 
of the Baflile, have advanced as far as Rome, 
Berne, almofl to the gates of Vienna, and by and 
by to thofe of 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. CCLXXIV. 

toleration. 

I DO not mean to fpeak of that virtue recom- 
mended by every philofopher.and which is fo well 
fuited to the ignorance and weaknefs of mankind, 
but if a kind of patent which the police diftri- 
butes to the keepers of E. O. tables, one and 
thirty, See. with which privilege they fet at 
nought all the aflaults of juftices of the peace. 
Their gaming-houfes are as open and as tranquil 
as if they fold cakes ; their cuftomers go in and 
out in open day as if it were a coffee-houfe ; it 
is an invincible taiifman, which can neither be 
feized nor carried before corredlional tribunals. If 
the proprietor (hould be arrefted, he would take 
a paper out of his pocket with a fmilc, and cry. 
Halt ! there’s my permiflion. 

A man of principle, one of thefc men, who 
have always the words, laws, principles, in his 
mouth, may choke himfelf with rage, and ex- 
claim, that there is a law exifting which for- 
bids gaming, and which, until it be repealed, 
ought to be literally executed ; the police is 
not lefs ftedfaft in farming out all the gaming- 
houfes at 120,000 livres a month. 


This 
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This fum is deftined for the difcovery of difor- 
derlyperfons of every defcription which infeft the 
republic, for the infpeflion of diforderly houfes,» 
and the looking after fwindlers and fliarpers ; it 
is in this manner that a diforder become inevita- 
ble is regulated, and the mafs of vice dimi- 
niflied, when it is impolTible to extirpate it alto- 
gether. It is thus that the pcftilence is concen- 
tered, in order to put a flop to the further exten- 
lion of its ravages. Ofttimes has the honeft fa- 
ther of a family, better inftrufted or prote£ted 
by the overfeers of the police, been warned away 
from thofe haunts, and which fwallow up many a 
private fortune. 

The great art of governing an immenfe po- 
pulation is knowing how to compound with 
men and their propenfities, happy alfo if politi- 
cally w’e can prevent guilt and crimes, by tole- 
rating a few abufes, which deter men from 
thefe exceffes of which they are fufceptible. O, 
moralifts in theory, you love your pen, ink, and 
paper. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. CCLXXV. 

HIDIKG PLACE. 

This, in the language of the revolution, is a 
I'ecret af, lum for thufe who were proferibed un- 
der the clecemviral tyranny. 

Honed men could not find a liiding-placc at 
Paris : a workman difeovered the h.iding-place of 
Rabaut St. Etienne, thinking only that he had 
found out a receptacle for hidden plate. 

What ! in the rime of Kobefpierre were lliere 
then no longer any relatives, broiheis, or friends? 
And was there net in all France a hiding-place 
to conceal Condorcet, or Vcrgniaud,or Lavoifier, 
or Briffot, or Andrew Cltei.ier? Condorcet was 
hunted from his afyluin, and forced to wander in 
the woods, \^'h(> has bee;'* able to fave a fingle 
celebrated man in Paris? O Icebic mortals! mull 
we dill be labouring for you ? 

The art of fubjugating a nation is the art of 
terrifvins: it. Charette maintained himfelt by ter- 
rifying the greated j)art of the farmers ; tl)e na- 
tional convention was terrified by Kobefpierre. 
How many Icgiflators will have no other cxcufe 
to alledge before poderity ti.an thefe words, “ We 
were terrified !” The Romans built temples to 

Hh Fear; 


VOL. II. 
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Fear : the French nation in mafs ought to ere£l 
an immenfe altar to this divinity. 

When I re-entered thathall from whichhad been* 
banilhed the reprefentatives of the people who 
had been moft faithful to their oaths, what a la- 
mentable fight it prefented to my eyes ! Here in 
this place, where fat my generous colleague, I 
faw his headlefs trunk. I do not conceal it, I 
abhorred that place, the walls of which had been 
fo long encrufted with incenfe lavilhed by mob- 
bifli fottilhnefs to infuriated tyranny. 1 panted 
after fome other fpot to fit in. 

I recollefled, here have been paraded figures of 
all the proveditors for the fcaffold there I heard 
the vociferations of the furies of the guillotine ; 
here I have been a witnefs of the crimes of Prai- 
rial ; there the feeling eye is affrighted by hideous 
pictures : and every thing, even to the palette of 
the painter, had taken the cadaverous tint. I fee 
the tribune where the favage Amar demanded the 
death of fo many virtuous men, and he W’as not 
punifhed on the fpot ! He is not even yet ! No, 
this tribune is for ever fullied ! 

But fractions of the people can never call 
themfelves the nation ; commilfaries of the affem- 
b!y w ill no longer go to difplay their procon- 
fular pride and tyranny. Our conftitutional edi- 
fice is folid and majeftic : it will lafi, becaufc it 
fecures to the government all the unity and in- 
tenfity of which it has need: it has dcmocra* 

tical 
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tical energy by the divifion of powers, and the fe- 
curing to the people the exercife of its fovereign- 
ty in the primary aflemblies for its bafis ; and it 
has given for the fummit an executive power, phy- 
fically lefs dangerous, and metaphyfically more 
eafy to be ftiaken, than that of a Angle perfon. 
The prefent government of France is the govern- 
ment of things ; and when things are well fettled^ 
the power of men is almoft nothing. 


CHAP. CCLXXVl. 

COLOURS IN THE TEMPLES. 

Above the evangelical pulpits, the figure ol 
the catholic religion holds at the end of a pole, 
a three-coloured flag, on which is this infeription : 
Liberty of worjhip. 

The catliolic prieft mounts his pul})it, and 
makes a fermon before the tablets, on which 
are inferibed in capital letters the theoplulan- 
thropical maxims. It would be now very diin- 
cult to meet with Bourdaloues and Mafliilons. 
Some churches are full at the feafts of Pente- 
cofl and Eafter, but the taverns are much more 

fo : 
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fo : the Tivolis, the groves of Paphos and Idalia, 
draw away the crowds j there are none but old 
women who now attend the wrecks of the catho-' 
lie faith, but lately fo fplendid. It is, however, 
doing every thing to recover its ancient fplendour, 
but it will not fucceed ; it ftruggles, but cannot 
contend againft thofe crowds of new ideas and 
manners which puQi it back infenfibly into con* 
tempt and oblivion. 
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